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alternates Chris Brooks, Steven Legendre, 
Alex Naddour. This men’s gymnastics team is 
considered the best since 1984 when the 
United States won gold at the Los Angeles 
Olympic Games. 

Jake, like all other Americans participating 
in the Olympics, gives our country a great 
sense of pride. I join my fellow Nevadans and 
the rest of the country in wishing good luck to 
Team USA and Jake as he tries to bring home 
the gold to the Silver State. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LEADER-
SHIP ALLIANCE AND THE UNI-
VERSITY OF VIRGINIA 

HON. ROBERT HURT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 26, 2012 

Mr. HURT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate the 20th anniversary of the Leader-
ship Alliance. The Leadership Alliance, which 
includes the 5th District’s University of Vir-
ginia, is a national academic consortium of 
leading research universities and minority 
serving institutions with the mission to develop 
underrepresented students into outstanding 
leaders and role models. 

In the 20 years since its establishment, the 
Leadership Alliance has mentored over 2000 
undergraduates who have participated in the 
Summer Research Early Identification Pro-
gram and over 200 alumni who have obtained 
their PhD or MD–PhD degrees as Leadership 
Alliance Doctoral Scholars. 

In the 5th District, the University of Virginia 
has mentored over 15 participants in the Sum-
mer Research Early Identification Program 
and the Summer Undergraduate Research 
Program in fields ranging from Education to 
Biomedical Sciences. 

I am pleased today to congratulate and 
commend the Leadership Alliance and the 
University of Virginia for 20 years of mentoring 
a diverse and competitive workforce. 

f 

SUPPORTING INTERNATIONAL EF-
FORTS FOR THE REUNIFICATION 
OF CYPRUS 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 26, 2012 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
urge the Administration to join in the inter-
national effort to reach a comprehensive set-
tlement in Cyprus as a bi-zonal and bi-com-
munal federation. This continued dispute has 
real regional and global implications. It threat-
ens effective NATO–EU cooperation, affects 
regional stability, and also remains an obsta-
cle to Turkey, our key partner and ally, gaining 
full membership to the European Union, which 
the United States has long supported. 

I continue to believe that a just and viable 
solution to the longstanding Cyprus problem is 
not only achievable, but also urgent and nec-
essary. The key to the settlement in Cyprus is 
the renewal of the Partnership between the 
two equal co-owners and co-founders of the 
‘‘Republic of Cyprus’’, as established in 1960: 
Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots. As a 

matter of fact, Turkish Cypriot people have 
long proven their readiness to renew the Part-
nership State. In 2004 they demonstrated the 
necessary political will for a comprehensive 
solution by voting strongly for the UN Settle-
ment Plan in the separate and simultaneous 
referenda, a proposal that was overwhelmingly 
rejected by the Greek Cypriot side. 

Since assuming the European Union term 
presidency on July 1, there is no better time 
for the Greek Cypriot government to take the 
long-awaited substantial steps towards a com-
prehensive settlement with the Turkish Cyp-
riots. I hope this new EU role for Cyprus will 
not hinder the continuation of reunification 
talks. In fact, I believe that Cyprus’ six-month 
term in the presidency of the EU brings extra 
responsibilities to show sincere efforts towards 
peace. 

The international community and the United 
States will have to answer a fundamental 
question in the days ahead: Are we going to 
put in place all necessary efforts in order to 
reach a comprehensive solution in Cyprus, 
and thus demonstrate the political will to that 
effect, or are we going to let an achievable 
settlement slip away once again, all the while 
perpetuating the illegitimate and unjust isola-
tion of the Turkish Cypriot people? A contin-
ued status quo in Cyprus is not beneficial to 
any party, and the time is now to solve a dis-
pute that has lasted for more than forty years. 

In light of recent actions by Syria and others 
in the Middle East, Turkey has continued to 
operate as an important U.S. ally in the re-
gion, and all parties acknowledge that Tur-
key’s membership to the European Union can-
not be achieved without first tackling these 
issues in Cyprus. Therefore, all sides should 
return to the table and set a timeline for ac-
tion, and this Administration should work with 
all stakeholders to ensure that any agreement 
respects human rights and ensures the funda-
mental freedoms for all Cypriots. 

While the people of Cyprus must ultimately 
decide their own fate, there is no better time 
for the international community to support 
such reunification efforts. As all eyes remain 
on Cyprus during its term with the EU presi-
dency, and continued talks would signal to the 
world that both parties are committed to estab-
lishing a peaceful and prosperous future for all 
Cypriots. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST FLOR-
IDA’S JUSTIN GATLIN AS A 
MEMBER OF THE 2012 UNITED 
STATES OLYMPIC TEAM 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 26, 2012 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Northwest Florida’s Justin 
Gatlin as a member of the 2012 United States 
Olympic Team. Every 4 years, our nation joins 
together to root on the athletes that represent 
us at the Summer Olympic Games and for 
those of us from Northwest Florida, we will be 
rooting even harder when Justin competes in 
the 100 meter sprint to bring the gold back 
home. 

From an early age, Justin displayed an in-
credible God-given talent for track and field. 
He grew up in Pensacola, Florida and ran 

both sprint and hurdles to help lead Woodham 
High School to a state championship, before 
accepting a scholarship to the University of 
Tennessee. At Tennessee, Justin won six con-
secutive NCAA titles in two years, before turn-
ing pro at age 19. 

In 2004, Justin qualified for the Olympic 
Games in Athens, Greece by winning the U.S. 
Olympic Trials in the 100 meters and finishing 
runner up in the 200 meters. In Athens, Justin 
became the youngest ever to win the gold 
medal in the 100 meters, while also bringing 
home a silver medal as part of the U.S. 4x100 
meter relay team, and a bronze medal in the 
200 meters. He followed up his successful 
Olympic performance a year later by becom-
ing the first American sprinter to win both the 
100 and 200 meter races at the national 
championships since Kirk Baptiste in 1985. 
That same year he became only the second 
sprinter in history to win gold medals in the 
World Championships in the 100 and 200 me-
ters, and his victory in the 100 meters by .17 
seconds was the largest winning margin in 
World Championship history. 

After four years away from the track, Justin 
returned in 2010 to seek another gold medal. 
He won his first event in 2010 and finished 
runner up in the 2011 USA Track and Field 
Championships. In 2012, Justin has already 
had a successful season, winning the U.S. 
Olympic Trials in the 100 meters in a personal 
best 9.80 seconds, proving that he is ready to 
help the U.S. team go for gold in London this 
summer. Justin’s victory in the Olympic Trials, 
8 years after his first Olympic triumph, is an 
example of the success that can be achieved 
by working hard even after you reach the pin-
nacle of your career. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to rise on be-
half of Florida’s First Congressional District to 
recognize Northwest Florida’s own Justin 
Gatlin and wish him the best as he represents 
our country and competes for another Olympic 
gold medal. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH TASK FORCE 
ACT 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 26, 2012 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to urge my colleagues to support the Chil-
dren’s Health Task Force Act. As children 
grow and develop, they are especially vulner-
able to environmental health hazards such as 
air pollution, hazardous chemicals, and lead. 

The number of children at risk for lead poi-
soning alone remains unacceptably high. 
Today there are 442,000 children with ele-
vated blood levels, yet Congress continues to 
drastically cut funding for lead poisoning pre-
vention programs. There is simply no safe 
level of lead exposure for children. Research 
has shown that lead is damaging to the devel-
oping brains of young children and can have 
harmful long-term effects on behavior and IQ. 
I believe it is reprehensible to allow this kind 
of damage to happen to children. This quiet 
tragedy is entirely preventable, and it is our re-
sponsibility to protect our children and make 
lead poisoning a thing of the past. 

In 1997, former President Clinton estab-
lished by Executive Order an inter-agency task 
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force to address high priority risks to children’s 
health. Former President George W. Bush fur-
ther amended the Executive Order to extend 
the work of this task force an additional few 
years. Since its establishment, the Task Force 
has successfully developed strategies and ac-
tion plans for addressing asthma, unintentional 
injuries, lead poisoning, childhood cancer, and 
school environments. 

The Children’s Health Task Force Act would 
simply codify the Task Force by an act of 
Congress and charge it with recommending 
and coordinating Federal strategies to address 
environmental health and safety risks for chil-
dren in the United States. 

I am pleased the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics, the National Center for Healthy Hous-
ing, and Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital 
have endorsed this important bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in supporting the Children’s Health Task Force 
Act. We must ensure that our children grow up 
in a safe and healthy environment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 26, 2012 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, on July 23, 
2012, I was unavoidably detained and missed 
rollcall votes No. 499–501. Had I been present 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on vote Nos. 499 
and 500, and ‘‘yea’’ on vote No. 501. 

f 

HONORING 2012 OLYMPIC 
COMPETITOR LOPEZ LOMONG 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANN MARIE BUERKLE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 26, 2012 

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a native of my district and 2012 Olympic 
competitor, Lopez Lomong. 

Lopez Lomong was born in Kimotong, a 
small village in southern Sudan in 1985. 
Lopez had a happy childhood until one day, 
when he was 6 years old, his whole life was 
turned upside down. His village was attacked 
while he was attending church, and Lopez 
was taken by rebel soldiers from the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army. After weeks of 
watching other boys slowly die in the rebel 
camp, Lopez was able to escape through a 
hole in the fence with the help of three other 
boys. Lopez and these boys ran for three days 
through the African plains until they reached 
Kenya and were placed in a refugee camp. 

Lopez would spend the next 10 years in this 
refugee camp, attending ‘‘school,’’ playing soc-
cer and trying to survive day to day on the 
small rations that were provided to the boys. 
One day, when Lopez was 16, the opportunity 
of a lifetime arose. Lopez wrote an essay to 
the Catholic Charities about what he would do 
if he were able to come to the U.S. His essay 
moved the people at Catholic Charities so 
much that he became one of the Lost Boys of 
Sudan who were relocated to the United 
States to begin a new life. 

Leaving Africa behind, Lopez found himself 
an adopted member of the Rodgers family in 

Tully, New York, a stark contrast from the 
plains of Africa. To feel at home, Lopez would 
go on long runs, as he had done in Kenya, 
and he drew the attention of his high school 
cross country coach. It was here that his run-
ning career began. Lopez showed immense 
potential and went on from New York to North-
ern Arizona University where he won two 
NCAA championships. 

In 2007, Lopez became a professional run-
ner and in 2008, after becoming a U.S. citizen, 
he made the Olympic team, proudly rep-
resenting his new country, the U.S.A. At the 
Beijing Olympics Lopez was voted by his fel-
low countrymen to carry the U.S. flag into the 
opening ceremonies, and he went on to per-
form well, making it to the semi-finals of the 
1500m. 

In addition to his athletic achievement, 
Lopez has a heart and passion to see peace 
in the country of his birth that continues to be 
ravaged by civil war. Lopez’s desire is to 
spread the word about what is happening in 
Sudan and to build a community center to give 
hope and opportunities to people who started 
out just like him. 

At the 2012 Olympic Games in London, 
Lopez will once again represent the United 
States. I have no doubt that he will once again 
honorably and nobly represent our country as 
a member of the Olympic team. 

Like so many others I am truly inspired by 
Lopez’s story. I congratulate him on his suc-
cess and thank him for his continued efforts 
on behalf of his home country of the South 
Sudan. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ATH-
LETES FROM SOUTH FLORIDA 
REPRESENTING THE UNITED 
STATES IN THE OLYMPIC GAMES 
IN LONDON, ENGLAND 

HON. ALLEN B. WEST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 26, 2012 

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a 
proud American, anxious to support our Amer-
ican athletes who will be competing in the 
2012 London Olympics over the next two 
weeks. Like the vast majority of my fellow citi-
zens, I will be closely following and cheering 
for each of our athletes as they represent our 
country—especially those from the state of 
Florida. 

Every two years, when the torch has com-
pleted its journey across the world and the 
cauldron is lit opening up the winter or sum-
mer games of the Olympics, we put down our 
differences for a brief moment and rally 
around our young American athletes. 

Each time the Stars and Stripes are raised 
just a little bit higher than the other flags and 
as the Star-Spangled Banner is played for the 
world to hear, we feel the unfettered pride of 
being an American. 

For these next two weeks, American 
Exceptionalism runs through the veins of 
every American as we root for our fellow ath-
letes. The very best of America can be seen 
in so many of our young men and women who 
compete to bring the gold home. 

Athletes like Lopez Lomong, who escaped 
unspeakable horrors as a child soldier in 
Sudan after running for three days, only to 

end up in a refugee camp for 10 years, before 
being rescued by an American family. After le-
gally earning his American citizenship in a 
country he refers to as ‘‘next to heaven,’’ 
Lopez proudly carried the American flag in 
Beijing and will compete in the 5,000 meter 
race in London. 

Perhaps the most remarkable thing about 
this champion athlete has nothing to do with 
sports. After learning that he had two brothers 
still in Africa, he brought them to the United 
States where he encouraged them to attend a 
military academy so that they can give back to 
a country that has given him so much oppor-
tunity. 

My daughters and I will be rooting for this 
true American hero and patriot. 

This momentous occasion to represent the 
United States of America is an unequivocal 
honor for each athlete, the members of their 
team, their families, and all who have exhib-
ited support along the way. As a member of 
Team USA, these champion athletes join a se-
lect group who will accompany each other in 
an endeavor to achieve the very best. 

Mr. Speaker I am extremely proud to recog-
nize the Olympic Athletes who reside in South 
Florida. I salute: 

Venus Williams, a three-time Olympic gold 
medalist, has won a gold medal in tennis sin-
gles and two in women’s tennis doubles. I am 
proud to proclaim that Venus Williams has 
won more Olympic medals than any other fe-
male tennis player. 

Tony McQuay, a three-time NCAA track 
champion and helped lead the University of 
Florida men’s track and field team to the 2012 
college national title. Tony posted the third- 
fastest time in the world this year in the 400- 
meter event. 

Sarah Lihan who is competing in sailing. 
After becoming the 2009 ICSA Women’s Na-
tional Champion, we will cheer her on as she 
sets sail to London in her first Olympic games. 

Anna Tunnicliffe also competing in sailing. 
After winning gold in the Women’s Laser Ra-
dial class in the 2008 Olympics she is back on 
Team USA to hopefully bring home another 
gold medal. 

Christie Rampone is a defender on the U.S. 
Olympic soccer team. She has been an in-
valuable member of the Olympic team and this 
will be her fourth Olympics. 

Becky Sauerbrunn will compete on the U.S. 
Olympic women’s soccer team in her first 
Olympics. She currently resides in West Palm 
Beach and we look forward to seeing her suc-
ceed as a defender alongside her teammates. 

Andy Roddick a native Floridian is com-
peting in tennis for his second Olympics. He 
proved over and over that he highly excels in 
his discipline which is singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles. 

Sanya Richards-Ross is track and field and 
will be competing in the following events: 
Women’s 4 × 400m Relay, Women’s 200m, 
and the Women’s 400m. In the 2008 Olympics 
she brought home a 4 × 400m bronze and a 
400m gold. 

And finally, Foluke Akinrakewo a first time 
Olympian competing in the volleyball tour-
nament. She was previously the starting mid-
dle blocker on the gold winning U.S. Women’s 
Junior National Team. 

As the world’s attention shifts to London for 
the next two weeks and our nation turns its at-
tention to the very best American athletes it is 
an honor to offer my congratulations and best 
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