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Chief for Operational Medicine and Fleet Sup-
port, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Wash-
ington, DC. Captain Cope served as the Exec-
utive Officer, Naval Institute for Dental and 
Biomedical Research, Great Lakes, Illinois 
from September 2001–August 2004, at which 
time he fleeted up to Commanding Officer. He 
also served as the Surgeon General’s Spe-
cialty Leader for Navy Entomology August 
2002–May 2004. In August 2006, Captain 
Cope reported to the Armed Forces Pest Man-
agement Board as Research Liaison Officer. 
In August 2008 he took over as Director. 

During his tenure as the Director, Captain 
Cope distinguished himself by superior serv-
ice. He organized his workforce into three divi-
sions: Operations, Research and Information 
Services, aligning the AFPMB to increase effi-
ciency and enhance direct warfighter support. 
He was directly responsible for superior im-
provements to installation pest management 
and insect-borne disease prevention programs 
resulting in increased readiness and warfighter 
protection. During this period, he dem-
onstrated the highest levels of leadership, ini-
tiative and dedication to duty. As a result, his 
leadership of DoD pest management received 
international recognition for contributions to 
the global public health community for their 
work on the President’s Malaria Initiative 
(PMI). 

Furthermore, in support of U.S. allies, Cap-
tain Cope reestablished liaison with North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) counter-
parts to foster effective and efficient multi-na-
tional medical entomology, preventive medi-
cine and pest management collaborations dur-
ing contingency operations. Through NATO’s 
Force Health Protection Working Group, he 
secured updates in the U.S. section to Stand-
ardization Agreement 2048, Chemical Meth-
ods of Insect and Rodent Control, which pro-
vided NATO members with information on 
pesticides that the U.S. may use during NATO 
operations. 

Captain Cope’s passion stayed with him 
after he left the service, as he maintains mem-
bership in the American Society of Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene, the American Mosquito 
Control Association and the Society for Vector 
Ecology. He is currently serving as the Direc-
tor of the AMCA, Mid-Atlantic Region and 
serves on the board of Armed Forces Pest 
Management in Silver Spring, MD. In addition, 
he has presented at meetings, authored or co- 
authored over 70 scientific publications and 
holds an Adjunct Assistant Professorship at 
the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences. 

Captain Cope is married to infectious dis-
ease epidemiologist Amyanne N. Keswani of 
St. Peter, Minnesota. They have a daughter, 
Kemmer Keswani and a son, Stanton Elijah. 

I ask all of my colleagues to join me now to 
thank Captain Stanton E. Cope for his service 
and sacrifices for our country. 
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13TH DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL 
FIRE AND RESCUE AND EMS 
AWARDS (CFREA) 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize fire and rescue and EMS per-

sonnel who have provided distinguished serv-
ice to the people of Florida’s 13th Congres-
sional District. 

As first responders, fire departments and 
emergency medical service teams are sum-
moned on short notice to serve their respec-
tive communities. Oftentimes, they arrive at 
scenes of great adversity and trauma, to 
which they reliably bring strength and 
composure. These brave men and women 
spend hundreds of hours in training so that 
they are prepared when they get ‘the call.’ 

This year, I established the 13th District 
Congressional Fire and Rescue and EMS 
Awards to honor officers, departments, and 
units for outstanding achievement. 

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 13th 
District, it is my privilege to congratulate the 
following winners, who were selected by an 
independent committee comprised of a cross 
section of current and retired fire and rescue 
personnel living in the district. 

Lieutenant Timothy Geer of the Bradenton 
Fire Department received the Career Service 
Award. 

The Englewood Area Fire Control District re-
ceived the Community Safety Awareness 
Campaign Award. 

Captain Tom Sousa of the West Manatee 
Fire Rescue District received the Career Serv-
ice Award. 

Training Officer Timothy Hyden of the East 
Manatee Fire Rescue District received the Ca-
reer Service Award. 

Firefighter Deborah Schuster of the Sara-
sota County Fire Department posthumously 
received the Dedication and Professionalism 
Award. 

I offer my sincerest appreciation for the 
service and dedication of these exceptional in-
dividuals. I thank the fire departments that 
made such worthy nominations and the panel 
that reviewed them. 

These awards truly are a necessary re-
minder of the men and women who risk their 
safety on a daily basis, bound to their duty to 
ensure our own. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, July 23 and Tuesday, July 24, 2012, 
I was unable to be present for recorded votes. 
Had I been present, I would have voted: 

‘‘No’’ on vote No. 499 (on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass H.R. 2362, as 
amended); 

‘‘No’’ on vote No. 500 (on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass S. 2039); 

‘‘Aye’’ on vote No. 501 (on the motion to 
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 3477); 

‘‘No’’ on vote No. 502 (on ordering the pre-
vious question on H. Res. 738); and 

‘‘No’’ on vote No. 503 (on agreeing to the 
resolution H. Res. 738). 

HONORING UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CAPTAINS MARK SILVERS 
AND SEAN GOBIN 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor U.S. Marine Captains Mark Silvers and 
Sean Gobin for their tremendous efforts on 
behalf of our nation’s wounded warriors. 

Everyday our men and women in uniform 
place themselves at great personal risk in 
order to defend our nation’s freedom and se-
curity. Captain Silvers and Captain Gobin are 
two such heroes who decided to continue 
serving their fellow soldiers after their tours 
had ended. Moved by the number of service 
members returning home from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan with debilitating injuries, the two 
men pledged their efforts to improve the lives 
of our nation’s wounded warriors. 

On March 15, 2012, Captain Silvers and 
Captain Gobin commenced a 2,180 mile hike 
of the Appalachian Trail to raise funds and 
awareness of the debilitating injuries our sol-
diers have suffered while in service to our 
country. Their journey will come to an end 
next week at the summit of Mount Katahdin in 
Baxter State Park. As they travelled through 
14 states, Captain Silvers and Gobin have 
hosted a number of fundraisers at separate 
VFW posts on behalf of Operation Military Em-
brace; a nonprofit that advocates on behalf of 
wounded servicemembers. All of the proceeds 
from these events will be used to purchase 
adaptive vehicles for veterans who have sus-
tained multiple amputations in the course of 
their service in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

These men have set a remarkable example 
for what it means to serve our country. Oper-
ation Military Embrace and Warrior Hike re-
mind us all of our enduring responsibility to 
honor and care for those who have sacrificed 
so much in defense of our freedom. As the 
Ranking Member on the Health Subcommittee 
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
I am pleased to join the chorus of congratula-
tions celebrating the completion of these 
men’s impressive journey. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Captain Silvers and Captain Gobin on achiev-
ing so much on behalf of our wounded vet-
erans. 
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INTRODUCTION SAFETY AND 
FRAUD ENFORCEMENT FOR SEA-
FOOD ACT 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, in my home 
state of Massachusetts, commercial fishermen 
take pride in the product they bring to the 
dock. Whether they harvest cod, lobster, or 
scallops, these hardworking Americans pro-
vide consumers with superior quality seafood. 
Unfortunately, getting a fair price for this sea-
food has become a challenge. Competition 
from low quality imported fish and shellfish 
drives down prices, especially when these im-
ports are passed off on consumers as higher 
value species. 
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Unfortunately, this occurs far too frequently. 

Last fall, an investigation by the Boston Globe 
found that 48 percent of the seafood it sam-
pled from grocery stores and restaurants in 
the Boston area was not the species that was 
advertised. Subsequent investigations in Los 
Angeles and Miami this year produced similar 
results. These shocking revelations of seafood 
fraud have exposed a severe shortcoming in 
the ability of our nation to ensure the integrity 
of seafood products offered for sale, especially 
the 85 percent of those products that come 
from abroad. 

In addition to problems with seafood fraud 
uncovered by these recent reports, the U.S. 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) re-
ported last year that we are doing a terrible 
job ensuring that seafood imported into this 
country is safe for people to consume. GAO 
found that the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA), which is responsible for ensuring 
seafood safety, inspects only 2 percent of sea-
food shipments, and that failure to coordinate 
with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA) Seafood Inspection 
Service has led to hundreds of redundant in-
spections. This unnecessary duplication of ef-
fort is unacceptable, especially as difficult fis-
cal circumstances have squeezed the budgets 
of both agencies. 

The Safety And Fraud Enforcement for Sea-
food Act, or SAFE Seafood Act—which I am 
introducing today along with Mr. FRANK and 
Mr. KEATING of Massachusetts, Mr. JONES of 
North Carolina, and Mr. COURTNEY of Con-
necticut—addresses the seafood safety prob-
lem by ensuring that FDA and NOAA work to-
gether to maximize the frequency and effec-
tiveness of seafood inspections, and to pre-
vent unsafe seafood from entering the United 
States. In addition, it combats seafood fraud 
by requiring that information such as harvest 
location, production method, and species 
name of the seafood stays with that product 
from sea to sale. The SAFE Seafood Act ac-
complishes these goals by holding violators 
accountable with fines and import restrictions 
if they don’t play by the rules. 

American consumers have an expectation 
that the seafood they buy for their families is, 
in fact, the seafood that is advertised, and that 
it is safe for them to eat. Similarly, American 
fishermen, who comply with the most rigorous 
conservation and quality control standards 
anywhere in the world, should know they are 
competing on a level playing field, and not 
being undercut by an inferior foreign product. 
Fraudulent and unsafe seafood takes money 
from consumers and puts their health at risk. 
The SAFE Seafood Act is an important step 
toward reducing seafood fraud and increasing 
seafood safety. We owe it to American fami-
lies and fishermen to address these problems 
immediately. 
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PUBLIC BROADCASTING FUNDING 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I un-
derstand that these are tough budget times 
and we have to make a lot of cuts if we’re 
going to balance the budget. However, I also 
believe that we have to make every possible 

effort to retain adequate levels of funding for 
public broadcasting. 

This March, I signed letters to two Appro-
priations Subcommittees in an attempt to pro-
tect funding for public broadcasting. For dec-
ades, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
(CPB) has aired educational programs and 
helped our children to learn to read, to under-
stand basic math, and to engage in the study 
of science. It would be a shame to deny the 
next generation beneficial programs like Read-
ing Rainbow, Sesame Street, and Bill Nye the 
Science Guy because of budget problems. 

Public broadcasting is more than education 
though. Even as newspapers are sputtering, 
trying to compete with the internet, 38 million 
people still listen to National Public Radio 
(NPR) every week. In Alaska, many commu-
nities rely on public broadcasting. The majority 
of our state can be described as remote and 
many Alaskans get their news exclusively from 
a single radio or television station. Fourteen 
stations, nearly half of those in Alaska, are 
critically dependent on federal funding and 
would likely close their doors if they lost that 
money. This would effectively strand numer-
ous Alaskan communities, leaving them cut off 
from any form of news or even emergency 
communications. 

I support the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting, National Public Radio, and the Public 
Telecommunications Facilities Program. Fund-
ing these programs is not just good for the 
country, it is vital. 
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THE TRUE COST OF COAL ACT OF 
2012 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the True Cost of Coal Act of 2012 
that protects the American taxpayer from bear-
ing the costs of transporting coal for private 
companies to sell. If you were to listen to the 
coal companies, you would hear them decry 
the decline in domestic coal consumption. And 
while it is true that our domestic appetite for 
coal is waning, much of the rest of the world 
is still hungry for it. 

U.S. coal producers and suppliers are con-
sidering the construction of up to 9 coal export 
terminals in Washington and Oregon. These 
terminals will have a combined annual export 
capacity of 170 million tons of coal. To put this 
in perspective, the U.S. exported just 26 mil-
lion tons of coal in 2011. This sharp increase 
in coal exports will be transported primarily 
through Oregon and my home State of Wash-
ington. Without question, this staggering in-
crease will have serious implications on the 
Northwest’s environment, safety, commerce, 
and public health. 

But what does it take to ship 170 million 
tons of coal through the Pacific Northwest an-
nually? We’re talking about a 1.5 mile long 
train packed with coal travelling thousands of 
times a year next to pristine waterfronts and 
through cities along the Puget Sound—each 
train spewing up to 500 pounds of toxic coal 
dust into the environment while increasing traf-
fic on already congested rail tracks. These 
trains will run straight through the heart of my 
district, the city of Seattle, wreaking havoc on 

people’s health, the environment, commerce 
and shipping, and traffic. All of these costs will 
be endured for the sake of transporting coal 
that we get no benefit from. 

And who will pay for this added cost? With-
out legislation like this, the taxpayers will pay 
the costs of mitigating the negative impacts of 
coal. As traffic increases, and public health 
risks are exacerbated, coal companies will 
continue to reap the profits of cheap coal, 
mined from public lands, and remain largely 
free from responsibility for any of the negative 
impacts. This means that States and local 
governments will need to raise taxes to pay 
for the additional crossings, the environmental 
cleanup, and increased health costs. It is time 
we opened our eyes to the true cost of coal. 

This legislation would impose a 10 dollar 
per ton excise tax on all extracted coal. This 
money will go to mitigating the negative im-
pacts of coal transportation, and ensure the 
true cost of coal is paid for by the responsible 
parties, and not the taxpayers. The money is 
allocated to the affected States, who are in the 
best position to determine how best to use 
their funds. 

Make no mistake, these coal exports are not 
about jobs, they are about profits. The U.S. 
Energy Information Agency (EIA) estimates 
that it costs about $20 per ton to ship coal 
mined from the Powder River Basin to the Pa-
cific Northwest. The EIA also has data that 
shows the average price per ton of coal ex-
ports is $148 per ton. I cannot emphasize 
enough that none of the profits will go to help-
ing the affected communities. 

It’s time we shine a light on the true cost of 
coal and protect the American taxpayer from 
the negative impacts of transporting coal 
through our States. I have dedicated my ca-
reer to keeping Washington and the Northwest 
a place where the environment, public health 
and efficient transportation do not get trumped 
by narrow interests. In 1980, I led the suc-
cessful ‘‘Don’t Waste Washington’’ initiative, to 
keep Washington from becoming the country’s 
nuclear waste dumping ground, and 30 years 
later I remain just as committed to keeping it 
that way. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF WILLIAM A. 
SILVERMAN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of publicist, William A. Silver-
man. 

Born in Toledo, Ohio, Bill was the son of an 
editor at the Cleveland News. Upon grad-
uating from Centre College of Kentucky and 
the University of Madrid, he wrote for the 
Army’s Stars and Stripes publication during 
the Korean War. He also spent five years cov-
ering the police beat, and worked for several 
different public relations firms before opening 
his own firm, Silverman and Co. 

In the 1960s, Bill worked on the mayoral 
campaigns of Ralph Perk and Seth Taft; his 
work on Taft’s campaign earned him a public 
relations position with Mayor Stokes and a 
grant from the nonprofit Greater Cleveland As-
sociated Foundation. Soon after beginning 
work with Stokes, Silverman opened the Sil-
verman and Co. public relations firm in down-
town Cleveland, OH. Together with Stokes, he 
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