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the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to
equip his people for works of service, so that
the body of Christ may be built up until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge
of the Son of God and become mature, attain-
ing to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ,” the revelation became manifestation in
July 2000 on a store front property in Colum-
bus, Georgia.

Bishop Blue is responsible for establishing,
developing, and perfecting the five-fold min-
istry by equipping and teaching followers of
God and sending them out across the globe to
found churches with Christ as the Chief Apos-
tle.

A strong leader with an exceptional work
ethic, Bishop Blue has spoken and shared the
Word of God as a pastor throughout the State
of Georgia since 1983. He had the honor of
speaking at the Congressional Black Caucus
in Washington, DC in 2002 and has received
many civic and social awards both locally and
nationally. He is also affiliated with Potter's
House International Pastoral Alliance (PHIPA)
in Dallas, Texas and Summerfield Ministries in
Raleigh, North Carolina.

Bishop Blue has been sought out by local
and state officials for his counsel and prayers.
In late 2005, he traveled with Dr. Sherlock
Bally to Israel to meet with key Israeli leaders.
Since then, Bishop Blue has been traveling
around the United States consecrating bishops
and teaching true worship.

A father of five, Bishop Blue meditates upon
Psalm 66:12, “You have caused men to ride
over our heads; we went through fire and
through water; But You brought us out to rich
fulfillment—abundance.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Bishop G.K. Blue for 30
outstanding years of Pastoral Ministry. He has
transformed the lives of countless people and
his leadership has inspired others to also help
lead the way to eternal life.

———————

TRIBUTE TO THE TOWN OF ATHOL
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 250TH
ANNIVERSARY OF ITS FOUNDING

HON. JOHN W. OLVER

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2012

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 250th anniversary of the town of
Athol, Massachusetts. On March 4, 1762 the
colonial Governor of Massachusetts, Sir
Francis Bernard, officially incorporated the
Town of Athol, Massachusetts into the com-
monwealth. The town was named in honor of
the Scottish heritage of an influential settler,
John Murray, who had ancestral ties to Blair
Atholl in Scotland.

As with many colonial towns and villages in
western Massachusetts, agriculture was an
important and prosperous industry. In Athol,
that industry grew to include milling lumber,
grains, and other agricultural products. The
advent of the locomotive and the expansion of
railroads to Athol contributed greatly to the
economic growth of the town and to increasing
trade with Springfield and Vermont.

As the market for goods produced in Athol
expanded, new industries, such as cotton
processing, tanning, production of textiles, and
metal working, flourished. Athol earned the
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nickname of “Tool Town” because of the Athol
Machine Company and the L. S. Starrett Com-
pany, which produced machinists’ hand tools
and precision tools and were both established
in the 19th century. Athol’'s booming economy
turned the town into a destination for travelers
from all across Massachusetts and New Eng-
land. Trolley lines from Athol to Orange shut-
tled visitors to and from their destinations.

Today, Athol is again on the rise; its popu-
lation is increasing and the spirit of resilience
and determination present in the days of the
lumber mills and metal works factories re-
mains strong. On the occasion of the 250th
anniversary of the town of Athol, Massachu-
setts, | congratulate its citizens and praise
their dedication and perseverance throughout
the town’s history. It has been an honor to
represent this great community, and | wish the
people of Athol a healthy and prosperous fu-
ture.

———
INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO REAUTHORIZE THE  NA-

TIONAL WOMEN’S RIGHTS HIS-
TORY PROJECT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2012

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce legislation that will reauthorize the
National Women’s Rights History Project. |
originally worked with then-Senator Hillary
Clinton to create this project, and with the au-
thorization for the project. With its current au-
thorization set to expire in Fiscal Year 2013, it
is vital that Congress pass this reauthorization
and ensure that the women who have shaped
our Nation’s history, and fought for women’s
rights, are remembered and honored for gen-
erations to come.

The National Women’s Rights History
Project will establish an auto route linking sites
significant to the struggle for women’s suf-
frage. It will also add to the National Register
of “Places Where Women Made History,” a
variety of historic sites that were home to piv-
otal moments in our Nation’s struggle for gen-
der equality. Finally, this Project will establish
a public-private partnership network to offer fi-
nancial and technical assistance for edu-
cational programs about the history of the fight
for women'’s rights.

On this day in 1848, Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton, Lucretia Mott, and Mary Ann M’Clintock
convened the first women’s rights convention
at Wesleyan Chapel in Seneca Falls, New
York. This event marked the beginning of a
72-year struggle for women’s suffrage. During
the convention, 68 women and 32 men signed
the Declaration of Sentiments, which set out
radical notions such as women’s freedom to
own property, receive an education and earn
fair wages.

| am especially proud that it was in Roch-
ester, New York, where Susan B. Anthony
fought so hard for the rights that women
throughout this country rely on today. Among
her many efforts, Susan B. Anthony estab-
lished the Equal Rights Association to refute
ideas that women were inferior to men and
fight for women’s right to vote. And in 1900,
Anthony fought to tear down the walls of high-
er education. Twenty years earlier, a woman

E1285

launched a brave petition to be the first female
student at the University of Rochester. For al-
most twenty years, the petition was flatly de-
nied—until 1898, when the University said that
women would be allowed if they raised
$100,000 for the school. In today’s terms, that
is equal to $2 million.

By June 1900 a group of women had man-
aged to secure $40,000, and the University
decided that women would be allowed to en-
roll if they could raise another $10,000 by
September. Scrambling to reach the new goal,
the women were $8,000 short a day before
the deadline. With hours remaining, Susan B.
Anthony stepped forward and raised $6,000
from friends and family before pledging her
own life insurance policy to raise the final
$2,000 and throw open the doors of higher
education in Rochester.

Now, more than 100 years later, the Univer-
sity of Rochester is home to the Susan B. An-
thony Institute for Gender and Women’s Stud-
ies—one of the preeminent institutions in the
world.

These are the stories of incredible courage,
dedication, and unyielding belief in equality
that the National Women’s Rights History
Project is designed to honor.

The fight for women’s rights and equality
still continues today. It was just 92 years ago
that women were finally granted the right to
vote.

The struggle for women’s suffrage was
never easy and it is vital that we honor the
sacrifices and commitment of those who have
led us here today.

Reauthorizing the National Women’s Rights
History Project Act will ensure that this impor-
tant civil rights story is celebrated for genera-
tions to come. | urge my colleagues to support
this bill and reauthorize the National Women’s
Rights History Project.

IN RECOGNITION OF SGT. RICHARD
A. CUMMINGS, JR.

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2012

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the late Sgt. Richard A. Cummings, Jr.,
a life long resident of Deal, New Jersey. Sgt.
Cummings enlisted in the United States Ma-
rine Corps after high school and passed away
while serving his country. His heroic actions to
defend our nation’s freedom are truly worthy
of this body’s recognition.

Sgt. Richard Cummings, Jr. has exemplified
a long standing history of dedication to his
community and country. Sgt. Cummings at-
tended Deal Elementary School and is an
alumnus of St. Rose High School in Belmar,
New Jersey. Richard was a devout member of
the First Baptist Church in Manasquan, New
Jersey and dedicated his time to serving the
community as a member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Post 2226. Richard was a
member of Boy Scout Troop 70 and attained
the rank of Life Scout. Sgt. Cummings enlisted
in the United States Marine Corps the summer
after he graduated high school. He proudly
served at the 4th Marine Logistics Group in
Red Bank, New Jersey as a diesel mechanic
with the 6th Motor Transport Battalion and
held this position for five years. Sgt. Cum-
mings’ most recent assignment was at the Ma-
rine Tactical Group, Marine Air Control Group—
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48, in Great Lakes, lllinois. Sgt. Cummings
also bravely served his country in Iraq sup-
porting Operation Enduring Freedom. He
passed away while on assignment at Marine
Air Base in Yuma, Arizona at the age of
twenty-four.

Sgt. Cummings is predeceased by his
grandparents, Charles and Helen Cummings
and Becky Correia. He is survived by his
grandfather, Toddy Correia of Manasquan,
New Jersey, his parents, Richard, Sr. and
Odette Cummings of Deal, New Jersey, his
sister, brother-in-law and niece, Stefanie,
Aaron and Rebecca Green of Ocean Town-
ship, New Jersey and his sister and brother-
in-law Amy and Jim Bonney of Brownsville,
Vermont. Also surviving are his uncle and
aunts, Elliott and Marybeth Correia, Dennis
and Sheri Cummings, and cousins, Todd and
Lt. Mark Correia, Gregory Cummings. He will
also be missed by his cousins Amanda, Toby,
Mia and lzzy Wood of Austin, Texas. Sgt.
Cummings will always be remembered as a
loving son, brother, gracious friend and loyal
Marine.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
memorializing the life and legacy of Sgt. Rich-
ard A. Cummings, Jr. His faithful dedication
and service toward his country continue to up-
hold the proud legacy and motto of the United
States Marine Corps of honor, courage and
commitment.

——————

THE REHABILITATION OF
HISTORIC SCHOOLS ACT

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2012

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today,
my colleague, Congressman RUSS CARNAHAN,
and |, as co-chairs of the Historic Preservation
Caucus, introduced the Rehabilitation of His-
toric Schools Act, which would incentivize pri-
vate investment to help rehabilitate our coun-
try’s older K—12 public school buildings.

It is imperative that we improve our edu-
cational facilities to help our children learn and
compete in today’s economy. According to the
Department of Education’s National Center for
Education Statistics, 28 percent of all public
K—12 schools were built before 1950. In addi-
tion, a study by the American Society of Civil
Engineers gave the quality of our nation’s pub-
lic school facilities a “D” rating. As state and
local governments continue to feel pressure in
this difficult economy, Congress must remove
red tape that hinders private investment in our
public schools.

Established by Congress over thirty years
ago, the Historic Tax Credit, HTC, has helped
create 2.2 million jobs, incentivized nearly
$100 billion in private investment, and ren-
ovated more than 38,000 buildings, while help-
ing to revitalize our communities and protect
our country’s cultural heritage. In 2011, the
HTC leveraged more than $4 billion in private
investment and helped create nearly 56,000
jobs to rehabilitate 937 projects.

Unfortunately, under current law, a restric-
tion on the prior use of a property limits the
ability of local governments to partner with pri-
vate developers to rehabilitate older public
schools through the use of the HTC. This bi-
partisan and bicameral bill would remove this
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barrier, incentivizing the renovation of older K-
12 public schools, improving the learning envi-
ronment for our nation’s youth and helping
spur local job creation.

Our communities must have the ability to
provide our children with the premier, 21st
Century education they deserve. By allowing
this incentivized private investment, school
districts can rehabilitate their facilities at lower
costs and dedicate more funding to educating
their students.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all my colleagues to co-
sponsor this important bill.

———

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. RICHARD B. NUGENT

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 18, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5856) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2013,
and for other purposes:

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Chair, it is DoD policy
that when a servicemember becomes a cas-
ualty, his remains are returned to the family as
quickly as possible with the utmost respect
and dignity.

This policy was revised and mandated by
Congress in 2008 when new requirements
were established for transportation and honor
guards for the remains of combat casualties.

As a nation, we owe our fallen heroes and
their families a debt that can never truly be re-
paid. The dignified transfer of a casualty is the
least that we can do to honor the sacrifice
paid by the men and women who volunteer to
lay their life down in the defense of others.

| am happy that this bill in front of us today
fully funds the transportation and escort of
these heroes, and want to thank the Chairman
and the Ranking Member for continuing to
make this a priority.

| remember meeting with a family from my
district last year whose son, Corporal
Johnathan W. Taylor, gave his life defending
our freedom on February 22, 2011 in Afghani-
stan.

Now beside his fellow brothers in uniform,
his parents, Mark and Deborah, have said that
they were proud to have seen their son off on
what they like to call his final tour of duty.

This final tour of duty was important for his
family, as well as his friends and fellow Ma-
rines.

It was important because they all had the
opportunity to see Corporal Taylor return
home for the last time, with the honor and mili-
tary escort he has so rightfully earned.

Continuing to fully fund this important mis-
sion will allow other families, who have made
the most difficult sacrifice imaginable, the op-
portunity to watch their children return home
and laid to rest as a national hero.

Army SPC Clarence Williams Il will be laid
to rest next Monday, on July 23, in the Florida
National Cemetery. He was killed in action in
Afghanistan last week.
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HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
BRANDON D. GOODINE

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2012

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, |
come before you today with great sadness to
honor one of Georgia’'s own, Private First
Class Brandon D. Goodine. On June 7th,
Brandon gave the ultimate sacrifice when his
unit was attacked with an improvised explo-
sive device by enemy forces in the Maiwand
District of Kandahar province in Afghanistan
while supporting Operation Enduring Freedom.

Brandon was a beloved father, husband,
brother, and son. He was taken from us much
too soon, but not without accomplishing great
things. He believed his greatest was his 3
year old daughter, Kathryn. Brandon became
a father at a young age, but devoted his life
to making sure Kathryn had everything she
needed. In fact, his reason for joining the
Army was so that he could be sure she was
taken care of. Her birth gave him direction and
purpose in life, helping him believe he could
accomplish anything. Everything that Brandon
did was for Kathryn.

Giving everything 110% was what Brandon
did. He was just an all around great guy striv-
ing to make something of himself. Brandon at-
tended Henry County High School, and later
joined the Navy ROTC at Greenville High
School. On May 2, 2011, he joined the Army
and served as a scout with Bravo Troop, 4th
Battalion, 73rd Cavalry Regiment of the 82nd
Airborne Division in Fort Bragg, NC. In his
unit, he was a brother to his fellow para-
troopers. They remember not only laughing
and having fun with him, but his kindness and
generosity. Going out of his way to volunteer
or help someone was not unusual for Bran-
don. On June 7th, he was assigned to a mis-
sion to prevent the enemy from freely attack-
ing peaceful communities. He bravely gave his
life doing what he did best, helping others and
giving them a chance for a better life.

His commitment to his daughter, family, and
our country inspired his older brother, Chris-
topher, to enlist in the Army 3 months later.
Brandon’s mother, Mandy, said she was not
only proud to be his mother, but his friend. He
was a hero to his family, a role model for his
three sisters and brother, and, a loving father,
a dedicated husband to his wife, Nicole. One
of the biggest tributes to Brandon’s life has
been the support from the community. When
Brandon was being transported home, flags
were placed along the road to honor him and
his sacrifice. He was laid to rest on June 18
by his close friends and family in McDonough,
GA.

| am proud to stand before you to honor the
life of PFC Brandon Goodine and to thank him
for his service to our country. Brandon has left
a lasting impression on all those he has
touched, and his bravery will never be forgot-
ten.

Joan and | extend our deepest sympathy to
the friends and family of Brandon, and we will
never forget his great sacrifice for our nation
so that we may all live free.
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