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these shortcomings, I will vote for H.R. 4348. 
I refuse to gamble with the 3 million jobs that 
are at stake in this bill. Our country needs 
these jobs and our communities need the pre-
dictable funding this bill provides. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 4348. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2012 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
on rollcall No. 382 I was absent due to per-
sonal reasons. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF EASTERN 
NEBRASKA VETERANS’ HOME 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2012 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the Eastern Nebraska Veterans’ 
Home on its fifth anniversary. 

The facility and its dedicated staff have suc-
cessfully provided care to 117 members dur-
ing this time in the areas of assisted living, in-
termediate care, skilled care and Alzheimer’s 
care. The facility is specifically designed to 
meet the different mobility needs of each of its 
members. 

The ENVH stands as a testament to Ne-
braska’s commitment to our veterans by pro-
viding them with a state of the art facility and 
the services that they deserve. 

I also want to point out that this facility is a 
result of the public and private sectors working 
together to meet the needs of our Nation’s he-
roes. Multiple agencies at all levels of govern-
ment worked together on this project to better 
the lives of these individuals. 

The Eastern Nebraska Veterans’ Home has 
provided quality care for our veterans and 
their dependents for five years and I wish 
them many more years as they continue to 
serve our veterans and their families. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RICE UNIVER-
SITY ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2012 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the last 
one hundred years Rice University has made 
unique and important contributions to our Na-
tion and the world. Despite its small size, Rice 
has stood as one of the most forward-thinking 
institutions, contributing monumental advances 
in science and technology, as well as to the 
liberal arts. It was Rice University that opened 
the Nation’s first department of space physics 
and produced American business magnates 
like Howard Hughes. It was Rice University 

that was the decades-long teaching home to 
Nobel Prize winners Richard Smalley and 
Robert Curland, and it is Rice University that 
continues to educate some of the brightest 
minds in the world. At this moment, Rice stu-
dents are developing coated sand that can pu-
rify water in countries without access to clean 
drinking water and lithium-ion batteries that 
can be painted onto any surface. 

In 2008, Rice University was ranked the 
number one institution for ‘‘industry impact.’’ 
Education is the key to our Nation’s future, 
and it is institutions like Rice University that 
will ensure that America’s greatest days are 
not in the past. Please join me today in cele-
brating the many accomplishments that Rice 
has achieved over the last one hundred years, 
and many more surely to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. JEFFREY MEEK 

HON. TIM GRIFFIN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2012 

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commend and congratulate Mr. 
Jeffrey Meek of Hot Springs Village, Arkansas, 
for his dedication to preserving the stories of 
Arkansas’s World War II veterans. 

Jeff’s interest in the stories and lives of 
World War II veterans began when his own 
son enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps. At that 
time, Jeff started researching the experiences 
of his father and his wife’s father during World 
War II. Then, after joining the Akansa Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Jeff’s wife, Jeanne, recommended that Jeff get 
involved in the Library of Congress’ Veterans 
History Project (VHP), which is preserving oral 
histories of our veterans. Each oral history is 
recorded on a DVD and, along with VHP doc-
umentation, is sent to the Library of Congress 
to be preserved and made accessible to re-
searchers, educators, and the general public. 

Jeff conducted his first oral history for the 
VHP in 2007 and started reporting some of 
the stories in his local newspaper, the Hot 
Springs Village Voice. He later published 75 
accounts in his book They Answered the Call: 
World War II Veterans Share Their Stories. 
Jeff has spent over one thousand hours col-
lecting the moving stories of hundreds of our 
World War II veterans, and he has brought 
them to life during three sold out programs 
honoring them. 

Jeff’s dedication to World War II veterans 
extends beyond recording their oral histories. 
He accompanied a group of veterans as they 
participated in the ‘‘Honor Flight’’ program. 
This program flies World War II veterans to 
Washington, D.C., free of charge, so they may 
visit the World War II memorial and some of 
the other memorials in Washington, D.C. 

For his devotion to our veterans, Jeff has 
been recognized by a number of organiza-
tions, including the Akansa Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and 
each of Hot Springs Village’s five military or-
ganizations. In addition, he received a letter of 
commendation from the Veterans History 
Project itself for his attention to detail in pre-
serving the treasured chronicles of our na-
tion’s heroes. 

Because of volunteers like Jeff, our veterans 
will be forever honored through the preserva-

tion of their memories. I commend Jeff for his 
outstanding service to Arkansas’s veterans, 
and I would encourage other Americans to be-
come involved with the Library of Congress’ 
Veterans History Project by recording the sto-
ries of veterans in their own communities. I 
thank Jeff for giving these veterans the oppor-
tunity to tell their stories and for allowing these 
stories to become priceless pieces of Amer-
ican history. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF RICE UNIVERSITY 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2012 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 100th anniversary of Rice 
University. Throughout the last century, Rice 
has not only developed into one of the most 
prestigious and exemplary academic institu-
tions in Texas, it has also matured into one of 
the leading research universities in the United 
States. 

The first president of Rice University was 
Edgar Odell Lovett, and he set forth an ambi-
tious vision to become a premier research uni-
versity. However, since its inception in 1912, 
Rice has been exceptional in both academics 
and athletics. Rice now plays a leading role in 
research in many fields including nanotechnol-
ogy, space, cellular technology, bioinformatics, 
energy, health, and the environment. Their 
athletic program is constantly one of the best 
in Conference USA and their championship 
win in the 2003 College Baseball World Series 
serves as further evidence that the Rice Owls 
are extraordinary across the institutional spec-
trum. 

Rice has been ranked among the top 20 
universities in the country by U.S. News & 
World Report every year since the rankings 
began in 1983. In recognition of their dedica-
tion to keeping high quality education afford-
able, Princeton Review ranks Rice among the 
top 10 best value private colleges. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my distinguished col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the 100th 
anniversary of Rice University. Rice has 
pushed the boundaries of education and re-
search since 1912, and this institution will un-
doubtedly be a leader for years to come. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 29, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5972) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2013, and for other pur-
poses: 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
opposition to H.R. 5972, the Transportation, 
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Housing and Urban Development Appropria-
tions Act for fiscal year 2013. This legislation 
underfunds needed investments in America’s 
transportation system and seriously undercuts 
needed public housing programs, a vital part 
of our country’s safety net. 

The House Republican’s ‘‘highways only’’ 
mentality is revealed in H.R. 5972, which sig-
nificantly cuts funding for transit and, once 
again, eliminates all funding for high speed 
rail. Communities in the East Metro are work-
ing hard to advance new transit corridors in 
our region including Gateway, Robert Street, 
Rush Line, Riverview and Red Rock. The Re-
publicans’ proposed cuts to federal matching- 
funds would stop most of these projects in 
their tracks, resulting in the loss of thousands 
of construction jobs and billions of dollars in 
new economic development. Eliminating high- 
speed rail funding risks losing a new high 
speed link between Chicago and the Twin Cit-
ies at St. Paul’s Union Depot. 

In addition, I am concerned with the House 
Republicans’ refusal to fund the TIGER Dis-
cretionary Grant program. This program helps 
states and local governments construct major 
infrastructure projects. It is hugely popular 
across the country and has helped to trans-
form communities since it was first established 
in the 2009 Recovery Act. A $35 million 
TIGER grant is helping restore the historic 
Union Depot in Lowertown St. Paul into a 
modern, multi-modal transportation hub. This 
project alone has created 3,000 jobs and 
opens to the public this fall. In addition, the 
City of St. Paul received a TIGER planning 
grant to better integrate biking and walking 
into the local transportation system. Last year, 
Minneapolis received a $10 million TIGER 
grant to construct the new Interchange station 
near Target Field. The TIGER program is vi-
tally important to modernizing our region’s in-
frastructure. That is why I offered an amend-
ment to H.R. 5972 with Congresswoman MAX-
INE WATERS of California to restore the TIGER 
program to the bill. Unfortunately, my Repub-
lican colleagues rejected this $500 million in-
vestment in American infrastructure and jobs. 
Overall, the transportation provisions of this 
bill ignore the needs of the communities I rep-
resent. H.R. 5972 would cost my community 
thousands of jobs and reverse years of work 
by business, government and citizen-leaders 
in my District to build new and needed infra-
structure. 

H.R. 5972 also seriously underfunds critical 
housing programs that provide shelter for our 
country’s most vulnerable, including low-in-
come families, seniors and the disabled. The 
inadequate funding in this bill for Project 
Based Section 8 vouchers could jeopardize 
housing for 3,000 families in my District. The 
cuts to McKinney-Vento Homelessness Grants 
would eliminate beds for homeless individuals 
and families in Minnesota. These cuts have 
real, human costs. Fewer people will find a 
warm, safe place to sleep. Fewer people will 
be able to overcome the most difficult times in 
their lives and get back on their feet. In my 
district there is a young man, a veteran of Iraq 
and Afghanistan, who is struggling with pro-
found PTSD and now facing homelessness. 
The instability of homelessness makes it much 
harder for him to get the treatment he needs 
and begin the process of recovery. This young 
man pledged his life to his country when we 
needed him. Now, he needs us. 

This bill does not represent my priorities or 
the priorities of the Minnesotans I am proud to 
represent. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose H.R. 5972. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2012 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker on 
rollcall No. 383 I was absent due to personal 
reasons. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WOMEN LAWYERS 
DIVISION OF THE NATIONAL BAR 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2012 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I urge 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
Women Lawyers Division, WLD, of the Na-
tional Bar Association, NBA, on its 40th Anni-
versary Celebration in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The Women Lawyers Division was formally 
established in 1972 as a vehicle for women in 
the practice of law to address the issues and 
problems that particularly affect the interests 
and concerns of African-American women. 

The WLD had its genesis during 1971 when 
an informal coalition of 19 women members of 
the National Bar Association discussed solic-
iting new NBA members to run for national of-
fices. These women decided there were many 
issues they should consider addressing. 
Therefore, on August 5, 1971, Ruth Harvey 
Charity convened the first organizational meet-
ing of NBA women lawyers in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. 

In 1975, the Women Lawyers Division spon-
sored its first seminar at the NBA national 
convention. The WLD hosts seminars at each 
annual convention, addressing the following 
subjects: impact of juvenile law on the family; 
domestic violence; energy law; sexual harass-
ment; child advocacy; international law; pro-
fessional ethics; post conviction relief; law 
teaching and trial techniques; ascending to the 
bench and judicial selection methods; the 
Internet and personal computer technology; 
rainmaking and leadership for women. 

In 1977, Ruth Harvey Charity was elected a 
Vice President of the National Bar Association, 
which was the first time in 25 years a woman 
held so high a position within the NBA. In 
1981, another WLD member, Arnette R. Hub-
bard, was elected the first President of the 
NBA, and Alice Bonner, another founder of the 
WLD, was installed as the first woman Presi-
dent of the NBA Judicial Council Division. 
Since that year, eight other WLD members 
have served as President of the NBA. 

The Supreme Court swearing-in tradition 
began in 1981 and continues today. Each 
spring, the Women Lawyers Division supports 
a group of National Bar Association members 
for admission to appear before the U.S. Su-

preme Court. This ceremony is held annually 
in an effort to enhance the posture of African- 
American lawyers as legal advocates and to 
increase the number of minority lawyers who 
are readily available to represent their clients 
before this nation’s highest court. 

The WLD will kick off its 40th Anniversary 
Celebration with its Inaugural ‘‘Respect Your-
self’’ Day, which will be a special salute to Af-
rican-American women and girls to encourage 
love and respect for themselves and their fel-
low sisters. The WLD will host its Fourth An-
nual ‘‘Respect Yourself’’ Mentor Program to 
educate young, at-risk and disadvantaged Afri-
can-American girls on the importance of self- 
respect. 

Through the Women Lawyers Division, 
women have made a significant impact on the 
goals and directions of the NBA by partici-
pating at all levels of the organization. The 
WLD has achieved its goal of adding positive 
direction to the NBA by contributing and es-
tablishing a new dimension and sensitivity of 
the NBA as it addresses legal issues affecting 
women, children, the family, and the African- 
American community as a whole. 

As the Representative for Nevada’s First 
Congressional District, it gives me immense 
pride to honor the Women Lawyers Division of 
the National Bar Association on its 40th Anni-
versary Celebration in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
and I urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the accomplishments of this crucial or-
ganization and its admirable efforts. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN WILBUR 
D. JONES 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 12, 2012 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise and ask you to join me in 
recognizing Captain Wilbur D. Jones, of Wil-
mington, North Carolina, who has earned the 
StarNews Lifetime Achievement Award. The 
StarNews Lifetime Achievement Award was 
established in 2003 to honor individuals who 
have given substantially of themselves for the 
improvement of the communities of South-
eastern North Carolina. Captain Jones is very 
worthy of this honor, and I salute him for his 
legacy of service to our state and nation. 

Captain Jones stands out as a distinguished 
former member of the United States Navy, his-
torian, preservationist and award-winning au-
thor and lecturer. Born in the middle of the 
Great Depression, Captain Jones was only 
seven years old at the outset of World War II, 
but this history-shaping era sparked an on- 
going passion for military history within him 
that continues to this day. 

After graduating from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, Captain Jones made 
the decision to enroll in Officer Candidate 
School. Beginning in 1956, he served as both 
a Regular Navy and Ready Reserve officer, fi-
nally retiring in 1984. During this time his tact 
for leadership earned him the rank of Naval 
Captain. He honorably commanded two Re-
serve units with the same dedication and 
strong, personal leadership that he is known 
for today. As Captain Jones said himself, ‘‘Re-
membering how I began, I was born to be a 
military historian and career Armed Forces Of-
ficer in service to my country.’’ 
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