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HONORING PINE TREE LEGAL
ASSISTANCE

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Pine Tree Legal Assistance in celebra-
tion of their 45th anniversary this month.

Pine Tree Legal Assistance is a non-profit
organization dedicated to providing high qual-
ity, free, legal assistance to low-income indi-
viduals. Serving as the primary legal aid pro-
vider in Maine with six offices ranging from
Presque Isle to Portland, Pine Tree Legal
strives to provide access to legal assistance in
all corners of the state.

Since its founding on July 19, 1967, Pine
Tree Legal Assistance has worked to remove
the barriers to justice that can be experienced
by low-income Mainers. Their services range
from providing basic legal advice to active rep-
resentation in the most serious cases. The or-
ganization continues to place a priority on
helping individuals and families meet their
basic human needs, such as access to hous-
ing, food, income, safety, and education. Pine
Tree Legal also boasts innovative, issue-spe-
cific divisions such as a Native American Unit
and KIDS LEGAL, as well as providing help
with  unemployment issues and foreclosure
prevention. More recently, they have been re-
sponsible for the development and ongoing
support of Stateside Legal, which is an online
resource to provide legal information to vet-
erans and military families.

Pine Tree Legal Assistance maintains an
excellent reputation in the field of legal advo-
cacy. They also serve as one of six Maine
nonprofits that meet the Better Business Bu-
reau standards for charitable accountability. |
am pleased to share in the celebration of Pine
Tree Legal Assistance’s 45th year of exem-
plary legal assistance to the people of Maine.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Pine Tree Legal Assistance on achiev-
ing this tremendous milestone.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 20TH VENTURA
COUNTY STAND DOWN

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the outstanding achievements of Ventura
County Stand Down, which next week will
mark 20 years of helping homeless veterans
combat life on the streets.

During the three-day, two-night Stand Down,
veterans will live on the campus of the Cali-
fornia Army National Guard Armory in military-
style tents erected by the Seabees. They will
have access to showers, toiletries, new and
used clean clothing, and hot meals each day.

Working in conjunction with dozens of public
and private agencies, Stand Down 2012 will
provide homeless veterans with a myriad of
services such as medical treatment, legal
services, prescription lenses, employment
counseling and referrals, VA benefits, drug
and alcohol counseling, general relief informa-
tion, transitional housing information, along
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with a range of other government and social
services.

I's a monumental undertaking. Ventura
County Stand Down would not be a success—
or have even been launched—without the skill
and perseverance of Claire Hope, the founder
and chairperson of Ventura County Stand
Down. The daughter of a World War Il veteran
and mother of a veteran of Desert Storm,
Claire Hope has a soft heart for veterans and
a strong will to help those in need.

About 300 volunteers help Claire each year.
Another nearly 300 companies, corporations,
and non-profit organizations are on board.
About 20 service providers take part and 20
committees oversee all aspects of the event,
from planning, to execution, to cleanup, to fol-
low-up.

Many of the volunteers have been with
Claire since the beginning While | can’t name
them all, | would be remiss without noting sev-
eral key people whose efforts have meant so
much to our veterans. They include 20-year
Executive Committee Chairs J. Roger Myers,
Herb Williams IIl, Dr. Cal Farmer, Madeline
Lee, Gene Ogden, Jean Farley, and Hal
Nachenberg. Other Executive Committee
Chairs include Judge Pro-Tem Nancy
Aronson, Jodi Prior, Yasmin Morrison, Mary
Gene Ryan, Betty Zamost, Charles Lane,
Jane Towley, Bob Shiverdecker, Carl
Lanterman, Gary Erland, Connie Biggers,
Carol Rogers, and Jim Rogers.

Special recognition for their ongoing major
contributions to Stand Down belongs to: Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
Local 952; California Army National Guard Ar-
mory, Ventura; American Legion Auxiliary;
American Legion; Beacon House—San Pedro;
Salvation Army of Ventura; Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 11395 Thousand Oaks; Mar-
jorie Mosher Schmidt Foundation; New Direc-
tions Technologies, Inc.; U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs; Beacon House San Pedro;
Naval Facilities Expeditionary Logistics Center
& the Thirty-First Seabee Readiness Group;
Ventura County Bar Association Ventura
County Public Defenders; Chief's Council of
the 146th Airlift Wing of the California Air Na-
tional Guard; Ventura Superior Court Home-
less Court; and Neal C. Green, DDS.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to be affiliated with
Ventura County as Honorary Cochairman for
the 20th year. | know my colleagues will join
me in recognizing the importance of Ventura
County Stand Down and in thanking Claire
Hope and her myriad of volunteers for their
selfless efforts in helping those who served
our country and who fell on hard times to have
a fighting chance to resume a life of stability
and peace. It's a yeoman’s effort, and one
worth undertaking.

STAND WITH THOSE WHO SERVE
HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, today, | honor
“Stand With Those Who Serve Week” in my
home state of Washington. Governor Christine
Gregoire today urged all citizens to join her in
“this special observance to support the many
activities and efforts of Washington’s public
safety personnel and services.”
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The public safety and law enforcement com-
munity in Washington State has endured a lot
of heartache over the past years, and those
losses are always at the forefront of our
thoughts. Such terrible incidents remind us
that despite the risk, our police offers and
other public safety personnel do not pause for
fear or self-interest. They serve bravely, boldly
and selflessly and continue every day to earn
our respect, admiration and gratitude.

Mr. Speaker, the support that my colleagues
across state and party lines have shown dem-
onstrates our commitment to the brave men
and women in the law enforcement and public
safety professions. It is my hope that through
all of this support they continue to have the
tools and encouragement that they need.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | join with Governor
Gregoire today, along with other elected rep-
resentatives in Washington, community lead-
ers and private citizens in standing in solidarity
with our brave public servants and law en-
forcement personnel. While they work to re-
duce crime, protect the vulnerable and keep
our communities safe, we will stay mindful of
their efforts and in turn serve them, wherever
and whenever possible.

————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4348,
MOVING AHEAD FOR PROGRESS
IN THE 21ST CENTURY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 29, 2012

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of the Moving Ahead for
Progress in the 21st Century Act. After nearly
two years of Republican control, there is finally
a true jobs bill on the floor of the House.

MAP-21 will protect and create 3 million
American jobs. This two year transportation
authorization will also provide much-needed
certainty for state departments of transpor-
tation, construction companies and construc-
tion workers after nearly three years without a
long term authorization.

Passage of this bill was inexcusably delayed
by House Republicans for four months—first
due to their refusal to negotiate with the Sen-
ate and then, due to a long list of misguided
policy riders. | am pleased that a prohibition
against coal ash regulation and many other
unrelated riders were stripped from the final
bill.

While | support the underlying legislation, |
am concerned about reduced support for bicy-
cle and pedestrian projects such as Safe
Routes to School. This funding is necessary to
create a modern, multimodal transportation
system that gives commuters and families
more choices. Under MAP-21 funding for
these programs is cut by 34 percent. This is
a disappointing step backwards at a time
when Americans are seeing their budgets’
under pressure from high gas prices. More-
over, the authorization timeframe should be
longer, and the overall funding level for this bill
should be higher in order to meet the coun-
try’s mounting infrastructure needs.

This legislation represents a compromise
between the House and Senate that is far
worse than the original Senate bill. It is long
overdue and far from perfect. Still, despite
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these shortcomings, | will vote for H.R. 4348.
| refuse to gamble with the 3 million jobs that
are at stake in this bill. Our country needs
these jobs and our communities need the pre-
dictable funding this bill provides.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 4348.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
on rollcall No. 382 | was absent due to per-
sonal reasons.

Had | been present, | would have voted
aye.”

“«
————

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF EASTERN
NEBRASKA VETERANS’® HOME

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the Eastern Nebraska Veterans’
Home on its fifth anniversary.

The facility and its dedicated staff have suc-
cessfully provided care to 117 members dur-
ing this time in the areas of assisted living, in-
termediate care, skilled care and Alzheimer's
care. The facility is specifically designed to
meet the different mobility needs of each of its
members.

The ENVH stands as a testament to Ne-
braska’s commitment to our veterans by pro-
viding them with a state of the art facility and
the services that they deserve.

| also want to point out that this facility is a
result of the public and private sectors working
together to meet the needs of our Nation’s he-
roes. Multiple agencies at all levels of govern-
ment worked together on this project to better
the lives of these individuals.

The Eastern Nebraska Veterans’ Home has
provided quality care for our veterans and
their dependents for five years and | wish
them many more years as they continue to
serve our veterans and their families.

———

CONGRATULATING RICE UNIVER-
SITY ON THE OCCASION OF ITS
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the last
one hundred years Rice University has made
unique and important contributions to our Na-
tion and the world. Despite its small size, Rice
has stood as one of the most forward-thinking
institutions, contributing monumental advances
in science and technology, as well as to the
liberal arts. It was Rice University that opened
the Nation’s first department of space physics
and produced American business magnates
like Howard Hughes. It was Rice University
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that was the decades-long teaching home to
Nobel Prize winners Richard Smalley and
Robert Curland, and it is Rice University that
continues to educate some of the brightest
minds in the world. At this moment, Rice stu-
dents are developing coated sand that can pu-
rify water in countries without access to clean
drinking water and lithium-ion batteries that
can be painted onto any surface.

In 2008, Rice University was ranked the
number one institution for “industry impact.”
Education is the key to our Nation’s future,
and it is institutions like Rice University that
will ensure that America’s greatest days are
not in the past. Please join me today in cele-
brating the many accomplishments that Rice
has achieved over the last one hundred years,
and many more surely to come.

RECOGNIZING MR. JEFFREY MEEK

HON. TIM GRIFFIN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commend and congratulate Mr.
Jeffrey Meek of Hot Springs Village, Arkansas,
for his dedication to preserving the stories of
Arkansas’s World War Il veterans.

Jeff's interest in the stories and lives of
World War Il veterans began when his own
son enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps. At that
time, Jeff started researching the experiences
of his father and his wife’s father during World
War Il. Then, after joining the Akansa Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution,
Jeff’'s wife, Jeanne, recommended that Jeff get
involved in the Library of Congress’ Veterans
History Project (VHP), which is preserving oral
histories of our veterans. Each oral history is
recorded on a DVD and, along with VHP doc-
umentation, is sent to the Library of Congress
to be preserved and made accessible to re-
searchers, educators, and the general public.

Jeff conducted his first oral history for the
VHP in 2007 and started reporting some of
the stories in his local newspaper, the Hot
Springs Village Voice. He later published 75
accounts in his book They Answered the Call:
World War Il Veterans Share Their Stories.
Jeff has spent over one thousand hours col-
lecting the moving stories of hundreds of our
World War 1l veterans, and he has brought
them to life during three sold out programs
honoring them.

Jeff's dedication to World War |l veterans
extends beyond recording their oral histories.
He accompanied a group of veterans as they
participated in the “Honor Flight” program.
This program flies World War |l veterans to
Washington, D.C., free of charge, so they may
visit the World War Il memorial and some of
the other memorials in Washington, D.C.

For his devotion to our veterans, Jeff has
been recognized by a number of organiza-
tions, including the Akansa Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution and
each of Hot Springs Village's five military or-
ganizations. In addition, he received a letter of
commendation from the Veterans History
Project itself for his attention to detail in pre-
serving the treasured chronicles of our na-
tion’s heroes.

Because of volunteers like Jeff, our veterans
will be forever honored through the preserva-
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tion of their memories. | commend Jeff for his
outstanding service to Arkansas’s veterans,
and | would encourage other Americans to be-
come involved with the Library of Congress’
Veterans History Project by recording the sto-
ries of veterans in their own communities. |
thank Jeff for giving these veterans the oppor-
tunity to tell their stories and for allowing these
stories to become priceless pieces of Amer-
ican history.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF RICE UNIVERSITY

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 100th anniversary of Rice
University. Throughout the last century, Rice
has not only developed into one of the most
prestigious and exemplary academic institu-
tions in Texas, it has also matured into one of
the leading research universities in the United
States.

The first president of Rice University was
Edgar Odell Lovett, and he set forth an ambi-
tious vision to become a premier research uni-
versity. However, since its inception in 1912,
Rice has been exceptional in both academics
and athletics. Rice now plays a leading role in
research in many fields including nanotechnol-
ogy, space, cellular technology, bioinformatics,
energy, health, and the environment. Their
athletic program is constantly one of the best
in Conference USA and their championship
win in the 2003 College Baseball World Series
serves as further evidence that the Rice Owls
are extraordinary across the institutional spec-
trum.

Rice has been ranked among the top 20
universities in the country by U.S. News &
World Report every year since the rankings
began in 1983. In recognition of their dedica-
tion to keeping high quality education afford-
able, Princeton Review ranks Rice among the
top 10 best value private colleges.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all my distinguished col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the 100th
anniversary of Rice University. Rice has
pushed the boundaries of education and re-
search since 1912, and this institution will un-
doubtedly be a leader for years to come.

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 29, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5972) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2013, and for other pur-
poses:

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
opposition to H.R. 5972, the Transportation,
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