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takes to make 50 years of marriage work, and
above all, the importance of prayer. He has
touched many lives, especially those of his
children, and he continues to be an inspiration
to all who know him. Please join me in hon-
oring Roman and wishing him a very blessed
92nd birthday.

——————

ATTACKS ON CHRISTIANS IN NIGE-
RIA: UNPROVOKED, UNCONSCION-
ABLE

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2012

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
earlier this week | held a hearing to examine
U.S. policy and policy options for managing
relations with Nigeria in light of concerns on
terrorism and social and political unrest.

The stability and commitment to justice and
the rule of law of the Nigerian government is
critical to regional, continental and global eco-
nomic interests. Nigeria is hugely important on
many fronts. Nigeria, Africa’s largest producer
of oil and its largest democracy, is one of the
U.S. government’s key strategic partners on
the continent. It is Africa’'s most populous
country, with more than 155 million people,
roughly half Muslim and half Christian, and its
second-largest economy. Nigeria supplies
nearly three times the volume of imports to the
United States as Angola, the second leading
U.S. import supplier. The United States re-
ceives nearly 20% of our petroleum exports
from Nigeria.

Consequently, Nigeria’s stability is of critical
interest for the U.S. economy and American
policy interests in Africa.

Attacks by the Nigerian Islamic terrorist
group Boko Haram on Christians, including at-
tacks launched this past weekend, are
unprovoked and unconscionable. People of all
faiths—and all people of goodwill—must de-
mand immediate action against this terrorist
organization.

According to Catholic News Agency/EWTN
News:

“Archbishop Ignatius A. Kaigama is con-
cerned over the seemingly endless violence
against Christians that claimed at least 58
lives this past weekend and hundreds of oth-
ers in recent weeks. It is ‘our prayer that
something definitive will be done to stop the
situation that is inhuman,” the Archbishop of
Jos, Nigeria and Nigerian Bishops’ Conference
president said. In a July 9 interview with Vati-
can Radio, Archbishop Kaigama said that the
violence against Christian villages around Jos
‘doesn’t seem to stop.” Although he was re-
cently awarded the Institute for International
Research’s annual peace building award, the
archbishop said he and his priests are dis-
couraged by the silence of foreign govern-
ments surrounding the violence in Nigeria. A
peaceful resolution ‘cannot be left to just one
country,” the archbishop said, urging a, ‘collec-
tive effort.””

Boko Haram reportedly is in league with al-
Qaeda in the Mahgreb and is involved at
some level with Tuareg rebels in northern
Mali, Islamists in Somalia and possibly even
the Taliban in Afghanistan.

In addition to its well-publicized attacks on
Christians in Nigeria, Boko Haram has been
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involved in murdering those they consider
moderate Muslims or Muslims collaborating
with the central government or the West, in-
cluding several Muslim clerics, the leader of
the All Nigeria People’s Party and the brother
of the Shehu of Borno, a northern Muslim reli-
gious leader. There are reports that some
northern Nigerian leaders may be supporting
Boko Haram in some way as leverage against
a government they oppose.

U.S. policy toward Nigeria also must take
into account ethnic, religious and political chal-
lenges the Nigerian government faces outside
of the Boko Haram dynamic. Furthermore, de-
velopment deficits in Nigeria have had un-
equal impacts on various minority ethnic
groups, such as in Nigeria’s Delta region. This
lack of attention to equitable development in
Nigeria has led to violent uprisings that do not
appear to be resolved in any part of the coun-
try, certainly not in the Niger Delta.

In Nigeria, President Goodluck Jonathan is
considered to be the personification of his
name: a fortunate politician who has been in
the right place at the right time to enable him
to enjoy a meteoric rise in politics with no per-
ceived political base or political distinction in
his relatively brief career. He was an obscure
government employee before he entered poli-
tics in 1998, and a year later, he was elected
Deputy Governor of Bayelsa State. Except for
his success in negotiations with his fellow
liaws in the troubled delta region, he served
without any special distinction until he became
the Governor of Bayelsa State, after his pred-
ecessor was impeached on corruption charges
in 2005.

Outgoing President Olusegun Obasanjo se-
lected then-Governor Jonathan to be the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party vice presidential can-
didate with Umaru YarAdua, a presidential
candidate from the north, in the 2007 elec-
tions. Yar'’Adua was ill for much of his time in
office, and Jonathan was called on to exercise
presidential authority in November 2009 when
Yar'Adua was unable to do so. Nigerian power
brokers accepted Jonathan as official Acting
President in February 2010. When Yar'Adua
finally died in May 2010, these power brokers
only accepted Jonathan to be sworn in as
president because he was not considered a
threat and likely wouldn’t run for reelection.

However, Jonathan surprised them by an-
nouncing in September 2010 that he had con-
sulted widely throughout Nigeria and would
run for president. Jonathan won the presi-
dential election convincingly, but his ruling
People’s Democratic Party lost seats in the
Senate and the House of Representatives,
and PDP now holds four fewer governor-
ships—down to 23 of 36.

In October 2010, the Jonathan Administra-
tion called for the fuel subsidy to be removed.
The government’s decision was met with dem-
onstrations and strikes by national unions. But
while the unions agreed to end strikes and
protests, the Joint Action Forum, a civil society
affiliate of the unions, continued protests for a
time throughout the country. The government
responded with what human rights groups
charged was excessive force. In northern
Kano State, a student was shot to death in the
course of breaking up a rally.

In addition to the resentment caused by
government brutality in dealing with the largely
youth-led fuel subsidy protests, high unem-
ployment, resentment over perceived govern-
ment corruption, and mismanagement and ex-
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perience in organizing social protests may yet
have a lasting impact on Nigerian politics and
society.

The issues of excessive government force
in the Niger Delta, northern Nigeria and other
areas of the country over several past govern-
ments in Nigeria has fed resentment. Com-
bined with the northern political opposition, the
increasing resistance by minorities and the
civil society political revolt, the Jonathan Ad-
ministration faces significant forces arrayed
against it. The questions our government must
answer are: will this government withstand its
opposition and what can we do to help Nigeria
to remain Africa’s essential nation?

———

A TRIBUTE TO SUSANNAH
MUSHATT JONES ON HER 113TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2012

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute and to honor Susannah Mushatt
Jones on the occasion of her 113th birthday
celebration. Lovingly called “Miss Susie”, she
is a symbol of longevity and commitment to
family for all New Yorkers and our nation.

Susie Jones was born July 6, 1899 in
Lowndes County, Alabama and was the third
of 11 children. Susie survives all of her sib-
lings and is a firsthand historian of a unique
quantity of our American history and growth as
a country. She never had children but has
more than 100 nieces and nephews. She is
generous to the core paying for two nieces
through college and lavishing gifts on the rest.

Miss Susie grew up in the segregated South
and taught for two months after graduating
high school. She then moved to New Jersey
to work with a wealthy family in 1922. The fol-
lowing year she moved to work with a West-
chester County family. Her work with various
families over those years took her from the
East Coast to the West Coast. At one point,
Miss Susie worked for a prominent Hollywood
family, socializing with movie stars and attend-
ing movie premieres. According to her, one
time she was “close enough to Ronald
Reagan to reach out and touch him.” “Clark
Gable, Cary Grant, | saw them all. George
Raft was my favorite.”

Miss Susie uses the word wonderful a lot,
but about the only time she doesn’t use it is
in reference to her ex-husband, Henry. “We
married in 1928, | think. He wasn't a mean
person. He was a very good cook,” she says.
“But | don’t know what happened to him.”

Miss Susie retired in 1965 during the Civil
Rights Movement and witnessed the continued
change in the country through the following
years. She lost her vision about 12 years ago
and maintains her infectious laugh and upbeat
attitude. Although she now has limited mobil-
ity, Miss Susie was an active member of the
Vandalia Houses Senior Center tenant patrol
well beyond her 100 years. Twice a day she
sat in the lobby checking the guests as they
signed in.

We can all learn from Miss Susie’s secrets
to a long life. She never smoked, drank. She
works hard and loves faithfully. “l thank the
Lord for the love | receive from my family,”
she says.
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Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize the
wonderful life and important contributions of
Susannah Mushatt Jones. She is a treasured
and active member of Vandalia Senior Center.
We are proud that she is still part of our com-
munity. This milestone gives all of us hope
that people can truly live a long prosperous
life.

—————

HONORING COLONEL CHARLES C.
GIBSON

HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2012

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my constituent, Colonel Charles C. Gib-
son, and congratulate him on his relocation to
the United States Army Communications Elec-
tronics Command Headquarters at Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Maryland, as Chief of Staff.

Currently serving as a commander of
Tobyhanna Army Depot, Colonel Gibson has
devoted over two decades of heroic service to
our country, demonstrating his devotion to the
preservation of the United States of America
and to our safety through numerous military
campaigns, decorations and advancement to
leadership positions.

Originally from Baltimore, Maryland, Colonel
Charles Gibson was commissioned a second
lieutenant in the Ordnance Corps in 1986.
After receiving his degree in Mathematics from
Bowie State University in 1987, he began his
military career as a Platoon Leader for the
122nd Main Support Battalion, 3rd Armored
Division, Hanau, Germany, which later de-
ployed with the 3rd Armored Division to Oper-
ations Desert Shield/Desert Storm in 1990.

Upon his return, Colonel Gibson assumed
the position of Maintenance Officer, Support
Operations Cell and Battalion S-3, 264th
Corps Support Battalion, Fort Bragg, NC, and
deployed to Haiti in 1994. Subsequently, he
served in several leadership positions while
assigned to the 25th Infantry Division,
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii including; Support
Operations Officer, G4 Division Logistics Plan-
ner, Battalion Commander of a Stryker BSB,
2nd Stryker Brigade, and Assistant Chief of
Staff, Logistics Division G4. While with the
25th Infantry Division, he deployed to Bosnia
as the Logistics Operations Planner. He also
served one year as the BDE Support Oper-
ations Officer with the 45th Corps Support
Group with a deployment to Thailand.

Colonel Gibson’s awards and decorations
for his service in the United States Army in-
clude the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters, Army
Commendation Medal with three oak leaf clus-
ters, Army Achievement Medal, Meritorious
Unit Commendation, National Defense Service
Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
Southwest Asia Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Ribbon, Kuwaiti Defense Serv-
ice Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas
Service Ribbon, Southwest Asia Kuwaiti Lib-
eration Medal, NATO Medal and Parachutist
Badge.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Colonel
Charles C. Gibson, and ask my colleagues to
join me in praising his commitment to the pro-
tection and defense of our great nation.
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RICE UNIVERSITY 100TH BIRTHDAY
HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2012

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Rice University on its 100th birth-
day. For over a century it has stood as one of
the premier educational institutions in the
world.

Over the past 100 years, Rice University’s
name has come to be synonymous with excel-
lence. The institution consistently ranks among
the top 20 national universities in the U.S.
News & World Report and holds many other
marks of excellence.

For example, in 2010 Rice University was
ranked No. 1 worldwide in materials science
research. In 2011, the Carnegie Foundation
gave the university top classifications for “very
high research activity” and “comprehensive
doctoral program”.

While this is an amazing accomplishment,
Rice’s work is more than just a statistic—it has
changed the world we live in. The research
performed by the university has proved
groundbreaking on several fronts, most nota-
bly the discovery of “buckyballs.” The dis-
covery launched the field of Nanotechnology
which has led directly to advances many
fields, including medicine, technology, energy,
defense, and transportation. Nanotechnology
is already playing a powerful role in the lives
of Americans, from its capacity to help find
cures to deadly diseases to reducing the cost
and extending the lifespan of consumer prod-
ucts like clothes and cars.

Rice’s School of Business, Architecture, En-
gineering, Social Sciences, Music, Humanities,
Institute of Public Policy, and the Alliance of
Technology and Entrepreneurship all hold
similar national standing.

Not only is Rice University a heavyweight
contender in academic and research fields,
the university also maintains a noteworthy ath-
letic department. For 17 consecutive years,
Rice has produced a NCAA conference cham-
pionship team—another outstanding accom-
plishment.

Again, congratulations to Rice University on
its 100th birthday. Rice University’s devoted
faculty and student body have continually en-
deavored for excellence, and as a result Tex-
ans, Americans, and people all over our world
have benefited.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL

CELEBRATION OF RICE UNIVER-
SITY
HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2012

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend Rice University and cele-
brate 100 years since its founding in Houston,
TX. Since its first class in the fall of 1912,
Rice has established itself as a flagship of
Texas universities. This October, faculty, stu-
dents and alumni will celebrate a century of
excellence and distinction in the Houston com-
munity and the state of Texas.

Rice and Texas Tech, my alma mater, were
in the Southwest Conference together during
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my college years. We Tech fans are often de-
scribed as very passionate at our football
games and other sporting events. | remember
how much fun we had when we played
against Rice, because Rice fans are just as
fanatical about their school as we are about
ours.

Rice University cultivates a flourishing learn-
ing environment and empowers its students to
explore opportunities in and out of the class-
room. It has a prestigious and notable alumni
list comprised of many people | respect and
admire in Texas and throughout the country,
including my friend and Texas colleague, Con-
gressman PETE OLSON. I'm proud Texas can
boast of a quality university like Rice, and |
stand today to congratulate Rice University on
100 years of excellence.

————

RICE UNIVERSITY’S CENTENNIAL
COMMEMORATION

HON. JOE BARTON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2012

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate Rice University on
reaching its centennial. Since its founding a
hundred years ago, Rice University has be-
come a distinguished institution, high in the
ranks of academic achievement amongst our
country’s best colleges and universities. Rice’s
research programs are highly regarded and it
is the proud alma mater of many intellectuals
who have been recognized for their accom-
plishments, including numerous Marshall
Scholars, Rhodes Scholars, and Fulbright
Scholars.

In addition to their extraordinary academic
programs, Rice has made a name for itself in
the area of collegiate sports. The Rice Univer-
sity Owls became the kings of baseball when
they won the 2003 College World Series, and
they have continued to stand in the ranks with
the country’s best college baseball teams.
Rice has also succeeded in the area of wom-
en’s athletics. Its volleyball, soccer, basketball,
and tennis teams have competed in many
NCAA tournaments, earning Rice a varied set
of achievements.

As Rice University reaches its centennial in
October, | want to give credit to its students
and professors for their hard work and com-
mitment to higher education. Their consistent
dedication to academic advancement makes
Rice the prestigious institution it is today.

I commend Rice University for reaching this
impressive milestone, and | wish them the
best of luck for the next 100 years. | look for-
ward to seeing the big things the faculty,
alumni, and current students at Rice will un-
doubtedly continue to accomplish.

| hope all Members will join me in congratu-

lating Rice University for 100 years of aca-
demic excellence.
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