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profit lenders extremely difficult to discharge in 
bankruptcy even after meeting the restrictive 
criteria for bankruptcy, treating private student 
debt in the same manner as debts for criminal 
penalties and back taxes. This 2005 change 
gave special federal protections to for-profit 
lenders, penalized borrowers for pursuing 
higher education, and provided no incentive to 
private lenders to lend responsibly. Private 
education debt is no different than other con-
sumer debt; it involves private profit and de-
serves no privileged treatment. Congress must 
restore fairness in student lending by treating 
privately issued student loans in bankruptcy 
the same as other types of private debt This 
is why I introduced the Private Student Loan 
Bankruptcy Act, which I will continue to cham-
pion until it is law. 

A strong economy requires an educated 
workforce, and an educated workforce comes 
from ensuring students and their families have 
what they need to prepare for, enroll in, and 
complete college. Given that student debt has 
surpassed credit card debt for the first time in 
history, our economy remains fragile, and the 
labor market demands increased skills, now is 
not the time to make deep and permanent 
cuts to critical college programs serving needy 
students. I urge the Republican Leadership to 
invest in education and support students. I will 
steadfastly protect federal financial assistance 
for higher education so that we can build our 
youth for the future. 

f 

HONORING THE LADY JACKET’S 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 11, 2012 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor 
of the Lady Jacket Basketball team of 
Rockwall, Texas for their efforts during the 
2012 4A State Championship game in Austin, 
Texas. 

The game was extremely close; however, 
the Lady Jackets fell short 45–42, showing in-
credible heart and determination throughout 
the game. I commend their hard work through-
out the entire season. 

The Lady Jacket’s head coach, Jill McDill, 
praised her team as one of the best defenses 
she had ever coached. 

Special congratulations to Paige Turner and 
Alyssa Lang for being named to the Class 4A 
All-Tournament Team. 

The reputation of the Lady Jacket Basket-
ball program is one that is filled with pride and 
respect from the players, fans, and the entire 
Rockwall community. 

Mr. Speaker, as we adjourn today, let us 
recognize Rockwall’s Lady Jacket Basketball 
team, commend them for their successful sea-
son, and wish them continued success. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ORASURE 
TECHNOLOGIES FOR HIV/AIDS 
BREAKTHROUGH 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 11, 2012 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I am thrilled to 
draw attention to a landmark decision by the 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) last week 
approving the OraQuick In-Home HIV test and 
commend OraSure Technologies for this pro-
found advancement in HIV/AIDS diagnostics. 
This test is the first rapid over-the-counter HIV 
test approved in the United States. The 
OraQuick In-Home HIV test detects the pres-
ence of HIV antibodies roughly 20 minutes 
after a simple oral swab. It is also the first 
rapid diagnostic test for any infectious disease 
that has been approved by the FDA for sale 
over-the-counter. 

The FDA’s decision is a significant moment 
in the history of our fight against HIV/AIDS. 
Since the beginning of the epidemic, getting 
individuals tested has been a critical compo-
nent of HIV prevention and linkage to care. 
HIV testing enables individuals to know their 
status and protect their health as well as the 
health of others. Yet, over 1 million Americans 
are unaware of their infection. Those who do 
not know they have HIV are disproportionately 
responsible for the nearly 50,000 new infec-
tions that occur each year. The availability of 
an over-the-counter test will lead to greater 
testing, increased diagnoses, reduced trans-
missions, earlier treatment and saved lives. 

OraSure Technologies, located in the heart 
of the Lehigh Valley in the 15th Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania, has been at the fore-
front of rapid diagnostics for over a decade. 
This most recent accomplishment comes on 
the heels of the company receiving approval 
for our nation’s first rapid test for Hepatitis C. 
Headquartered in Bethlehem, PA, OraSure’s 
innovation has led to an economic resurgence 
on a brownfield site where Bethlehem Steel 
once stood proud. 

Again, it is an honor to commend OraSure 
for leading the way in transforming diagnostic 
testing through innovative new technologies 
and playing a key role in what will hopefully be 
a transformation in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
I want to extend my congratulations to the 
company and all of its employees for earning 
approval of the first over-the-counter in-home 
HIV test. This achievement will have a dra-
matic impact on the number of individuals who 
will learn their HIV status and most impor-
tantly, save countless lives. 

f 

FORCED ABORTION AT 7 MONTHS 
OF FENG JIANMEI SPARKS 
GLOBAL OUTRAGE—AND CON-
CERN 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2012 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
China’s one-child policy in effect since 1979 is 
state sponsored murder and constitutes mas-
sive crimes against humanity. The Nuremberg 
Nazi war crimes tribunal properly construed 
forced abortion as a crime against humanity— 
nothing in human history compares to the 
magnitude of China’s 33 year assault on 
women and children. 

Abortion is a weapon of mass destruction. 
Millions have been exterminated. 

Today in China, rather than being given ma-
ternal care, pregnant women without birth al-
lowed permits are hunted down and forcibly 
aborted. They are mocked, belittled, and hu-
miliated. 

In recent days, the exploitation and forced 
abortion at seven months of Feng Jianmei has 
sparked global outrage—and deep concern for 
her welfare and that of the women of China 
(In early July, the European Parliament 
‘‘strongly condemned’’ China’s one child and 
forced abortion policy). While Feng remains in 
a hospital—she calls it a prison—her husband, 
Deng, has been beaten. Feng’s gross mis-
treatment however is far too commonplace. 

Feng Jianmei was forced to undergo an 
abortion on June 2nd, seven months into her 
pregnancy. Media reports indicate that local 
officials in northwestern Shaanxi Province held 
Ms. Feng for three days, blindfolded, and co-
erced her to consent to the abortion. Even 
with the supposed consent, it took five men to 
hold her down and administer the drug that in-
duced the 48 hour labor. The injection was 
given directly to the child’s head. 

Ms. Feng’s husband, Deng, posted graphic 
photos of his wife and the dead baby online, 
embarrassing the government. Deng Jicai, Mr. 
Deng’s sister, said her brother and sister-in- 
law had refrained from speaking to media but 
decided to speak to German reporters who 
traveled to Shaanxi when the government did 
not produce investigation results as promised. 

Ms. Deng reported to the media that the 
local government organized a backlash 
against the family members, calling them trai-
tors and keeping them under surveillance, ap-
parently angered over the family’s contacts 
with journalists. Local residents took a long 
bus ride to the hospital where Ms. Feng was 
recovering from the abortion and dem-
onstrated with banners reading, ‘‘beat the trai-
tors soundly and expel them from Zengjia 
township!’’ Family members claim that the 
demonstration seemed to be a campaign or-
ganized and funded by the local authorities 
but made to look like a spontaneous public 
gesture. Mr. Deng reportedly also was beaten 
and labeled a traitor for speaking out about 
the crime. 

The China Daily reported that there was no 
legal basis for the fine of $6,300 for the sec-
ond pregnancy that Ms. Feng refused to pay. 
The local government also has admitted that 
Ms. Feng’s legal rights were violated. Publicity 
surrounding the forced abortion prompted the 
firing of two local officials and warnings or de-
merits being issued against five others. 

Mr. Deng escaped from the hospital where 
both he and his wife were being forcibly de-
tained. He traveled to Beijing and hired a law-
yer to sue the local government. Mr. Deng’s 
location is now unknown, but it is believed that 
he is in hiding. Ms. Feng is still being held at 
the hospital. 

The lawyer, Zhang Kai, said recently that he 
has sent a legal request on behalf of Feng’s 
husband, Deng Jiyuan, asking local police and 
prosecutors to investigate criminal infractions 
in the case. Deng also is seeking unspecified 
compensation from the government, Zhang 
said. 

The widespread circulation of the photos 
posted by Mr. Deng has prompted renewed 
debate in China and the world regarding the 
one-child policy, possibly including within the 
government itself. Researchers with a center 
affiliated with China’s State Council, the equiv-
alent of China’s cabinet, argued in an essay 
published in the China Economic Times news-
paper on July 3, 2012, that China should ad-
just the one-child policy ‘‘as soon as possible’’ 
to head off a potential demographic crisis. 
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The Wall Street Journal on July 6th also re-

ported that a group of prominent Chinese 
scholars issued an open letter on Thursday 
calling for a rethink of the country’s one-child 
policy. The group argued that the policy in its 
current form is incompatible with China’s in-
creasing respect for human rights and need 
for sustainable economic development. The 
letter comes less than a month after Feng’s 
photo and story ignited public anger. 

‘‘The birth-approval system built on the idea 
of controlling population size as emphasized in 
the current ‘Population and Family Planning 
Law’ does not accord with provisions on the 
protection of human rights contained in the na-
tion’s constitution,’’ the authors of Thursday’s 
letter wrote, adding that a rewriting of the law 
was ‘‘imperative.’’ 

The list of signatories to Thursday’s letter in-
cluded several high-profile figures, including 
Beijing University sociologist Li Jianxin and 
Internet entrepreneur James Liang. ‘‘This is a 
time during which people all over the world 
have realized there are problems with the 
[one-child] policy,’’ Mr. Liang, the co-founder 
and chief executive of Chinese online travel 
site Ctrip.com, told The Wall Street Journal. 
Mr. Liang, who has spent the past five years 
pursuing a Ph.D. in economics at Stanford 
University and just published a book chal-
lenging the notion that China has too many 
people, said he has felt a recent opening up 
of discussion around the one-child policy. 

Mr. Liang, who advocates a complete dis-
mantling of the family-planning system rather 
than a two-child system put forward by others, 
said he initially became interested in the one- 
child policy when he came across research 
showing that innovation and entrepreneurship 
are dominated by young people. He said he 
feared a shrinking of the population of young 
people would hamper the country’s efforts to 
evolve beyond being merely the world’s fac-
tory. ‘‘From an economic perspective, the one- 
child policy is irrational. From a human-rights 
perspective, it’s even less rational,’’ Mr. Liang 
said. 

Earlier this week, I heard testimony from 
Guo Yangling, who like Feng, will tell us how 
she suffered a brutalizing late term forced 
abortion: 

Heading out to buy breakfast . . . I was 
stopped by an older woman in her 50s who 
asked me if I had a ‘birth permit.’ I said no 
. . . Then, two staff members from the Fam-
ily Planning Commission came and asked me 
where I was from, where I lived and what my 
name was . . . I tried to walk away but they 
wouldn’t let me go . . . ‘Help, somebody!’ 
But no one came to help. Then two vans ar-
rived, their doors opened and people sitting 
inside . . . ‘Get in quickly.’ I refused and 
said, ‘I don’t know who you are, why you are 
asking me to get into your vehicle and where 
you are taking me?’ They said, ‘You will 
know after you get in’ . . . On the road, in an 
attempt to save my baby who would soon be 
arriving in this world, I reached my hand for 
the van door. They grabbed me and held me 
down on the van floor, yanking my hair and 
trampling my limbs and body . . . I screamed 
again ‘murder,’ only to have a cloth used to 
wipe cars stuffed into my mouth . . . I got 
out, I was brought to the second floor of the 
building. There, I saw a number of female 
victims sitting on the benches in the cor-
ridor, their eyes filled with tears of anxiety, 
terror and sadness . . . a woman dressed in 
white and wearing a surgical mask told me 
to get on the delivery bed immediately. I re-
fused, so they pinned me down on the bed by 

force. After the person in white pressed my 
belly with her hands and felt the position of 
my baby’s head, she stuck a big, long, fatal 
needle deep into my abdomen . . . By then, 
my unborn baby had already been murdered 
and I lost heart. 

This is the grim reality of the one-child-per- 
couple policy. As we have known for three 
decades, there are no single moms in China— 
except those who somehow evade the family 
planning cadres and conceal their pregnancy. 
For over three decades, brothers and sisters 
have been illegal; a mother has absolutely no 
right to protect her unborn baby from state 
sponsored violence. 

The price for failing to conform to the one- 
child-per-couple policy is staggering. A Chi-
nese woman who becomes pregnant without a 
permit will be put under mind-bending pres-
sure to abort. She knows that ‘‘out-of-plan’’ il-
legal children are denied education, health- 
care, and marriage, and that fines for bearing 
a child without a birth permit can be 10 times 
the average annual income of two parents, 
and those families that can’t or won’t pay are 
jailed, or their homes smashed in, or their 
young child is killed. If the brave woman still 
refuses to submit, she may be held in a pun-
ishment cell, or, if she flees, her relatives may 
be held and, very often, beaten. Group pun-
ishments will be used to socially ostracize 
her—her colleagues and neighbors will be de-
nied birth permits. If the woman is by some 
miracle still able to resist this pressure, she 
may be physically dragged to the operating 
table and forced to undergo an abortion. 

Her trauma, like Feng and Guo, is incom-
prehensible. It is a trauma she shares, in 
some degree, with every woman in China, 
whose experience of intimacy and motherhood 
is colored by the atmosphere of fear. The 
World Health Organization (WHO) reports 
staggering 500 female suicides per day in 
China. China is the only country in the world 
where the female suicide rate is higher than 
the male, and according to the Beijing Psycho-
logical Crisis Study and Prevention Center, in 
China the suicide rate for females is three 
times higher than for males. 

The result of this policy is a nightmarish 
‘‘brave new world’’ with no precedent in 
human history, where women are psycho-
logically wounded, girls fall victim to sex-selec-
tive abortion (in some provinces 140 boys are 
born for every 100 girls), and most children 
grow up without brothers or sisters, aunts or 
uncles or cousins. 

Over the years I have chaired 37 congres-
sional human rights hearings focused in whole 
or in part on China’s one-child policy. At one, 
the principal witness, Wuijan, a Chinese stu-
dent attending a U.S. university testified about 
how her child was forcibly murdered by the 
government. She said, ‘‘[T]he room was full of 
moms who had just gone through a forced 
abortion. Some moms were crying. Some 
moms were mourning. Some moms were 
screaming. And one mom was rolling on the 
floor with unbearable pain.’’ Then Wuijan said 
it was her turn, and through her tears she de-
scribed what she called her ‘‘journey in hell.’’ 

At another hearing, a woman who was the 
director of a family planning clinic in Fujian 
said that by day she was a monster, by night 
a wife and mother of one. 

Women bear the major brunt of the one- 
child policy not only as victimized mothers. 
Due to the male preference in China’s society 

and the limitation of the family size to one 
child, the policy has directly contributed to 
what is accurately described as gendercide— 
the deliberate extermination of a girl—born or 
unborn—simply because she happens to be a 
girl. 

As a result of the Chinese government’s 
barbaric attack on mothers and their children, 
there are some tens of millions of missing 
daughters in China today. It has been noted 
that the three most dangerous words in China 
today are: ‘‘it’s a girl!’’ 

Because of the missing girls—China today 
has become the human sex trafficking magnet 
of the world. Women and young girls from out-
side the country are being sold as commod-
ities throughout China—a direct consequence 
of the one-child policy. 

I am the author of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000, a comprehensive law 
to prevent trafficking, prosecute traffickers and 
protect victims. 

One provision of the law requires an annual 
assessment of every country. According to this 
year’s TIP Report released on June 19th: 

China’s birth limitation policy, coupled 
with a cultural preference for sons, creates a 
skewed sex ratio in China, which served as a 
key cause of trafficking of foreign women as 
brides for Chinese men and for forced pros-
titution. 

The government took no discernible steps 
to address the role that its birth limitation 
policy plays in fueling human trafficking in 
China, with gaping gender disparities result-
ing in a shortage of female marriage part-
ners. The government failed to take any 
steps to change the policy; and in fact, ac-
cording to the Chinese government, the num-
ber of foreign female trafficking victims in 
China rose substantially in the reporting pe-
riod. The Director of the Ministry of Public 
Security’s Anti-Trafficking Task Force stat-
ed in the reporting period that ‘‘[t]he num-
ber of foreign women trafficked to China is 
definitely rising’’ and that ‘‘great demand 
from buyers as well as traditional pref-
erences for boys in Chinese families are the 
main culprits fueling trafficking in China. 

A June 26th op-ed in The People’s Daily— 
the official newspaper of the Chinese Com-
munist Party—shed light on the emerging de-
mographic catastrophe that is China. 

The article titled ‘‘Leftover men to be a big 
problem’’ admits that there is a ‘‘bachelors’’ 
crisis that will ‘‘trigger a moral crisis of mar-
riage and family’’ and the ‘‘continual accumu-
lation of the number of unmarried men will 
greatly increase the risk of social instability.’’ 

At a congressional hearing I chaired last 
September BYU Professor Valerie Hudson, 
author of Bare Branches: The Security Impli-
cations of Asia’s Surplus Male Population, tes-
tified that ‘‘by year 2020 young adult bare 
branches—ages 15–34 will number approxi-
mately 23–25 million . . . the foremost reper-
cussions will be an increase in societal insta-
bility, marked increases in crime, crimes 
against woman . . . and the formation of 
gangs . . .’’ 

Nicholas Eberstadt, a world-renowned de-
mographer asks, ‘‘What are the consequences 
for a society that has chosen to become si-
multaneously, more gray and more male.’’ 

In her assessment for security and potential 
war, Professor Hudson testified ‘‘faced with 
worsening instability at home, and an 
unsolvable economic decline at home (as 
China ages) China’s government may well be 
tempted to use foreign policy to ‘ride the tiger’ 
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of domestic instability. The twin themes of 
anti-Japanese feeling and unfulfillment of Chi-
na’s reunification with Taiwan will be deeply 
resonant to much of the population of China. 
In the next two or three decades, we are likely 
to see observable security ramifications of the 
masculinization of China’s growing young 
adult population, especially combined with an 
understanding of the consequences of global 
aging . . .’’ 

Last August Vice President JOE BIDEN vis-
ited China, and told the audience that he was 
well aware of and ‘‘fully understood’’ the one- 
child policy, and that he was not ‘‘second 
guessing’’ the State for imposing it. Can you 
imagine what the public reaction would be if 
the Vice President had said that he ‘‘fully un-
derstands’’ and is not ‘‘second guessing’’ 
copyright infringement and gross violations of 
intellectual property rights? 

The one-child-per-couple policy is the most 
egregious, vicious attack on women ever. For 
the Vice President of the United States to pub-
licly state that he fully understands the one 
child policy and then say he won’t second 
guess it is unconscionable, and sells out every 
mom in the PRC. 

Although Vice President BIDEN attempted to 
modestly backtrack on his extraordinarily cal-
lous comment about the policy, his voting 
record as a Senator shines a spotlight on his 
long-held disregard for the severity of this 
human rights violation. On September 13, 
2000, he joined 52 other senators in defeating 
an amendment by then-Senator Jessie Helms 
condemning the one-child policy. Then-Sen-
ator BIDEN reportedly did so because he was 
concerned that condemning China on funda-
mental human rights would interfere with the 
normalization of trade relations. 

Not only is the Obama administration turn-
ing a blind eye to the atrocities being com-
mitted under the one-child policy, but it is even 
contributing financial support—contrary to U.S. 
law—to the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA). Twenty eight years ago—on May 9, 
1984—I authored the first amendment ever to 
a foreign aid bill to deny funding to organiza-
tions such as the UNFPA that are complicit 
with China’s forced abortion and involuntary 
sterilization policy. It passed. After all these 
years, it is astonishing that policy makers—in-
cluding and especially the Obama administra-
tion—remain indifferent or worse, supportive, 
of these massive crimes against women and 
children. The Obama administration has long 
enabled this cruel policy by its silence and fi-
nancial support to the tune of over $165 mil-
lion to the UNFPA, an organization that sup-
ports, plans, implements, defends and 
whitewashes the Chinese government’s brutal 
program. 

On one of several trips to Beijing, I chal-
lenged Peng Peiyun—then China’s director of 
the nation’s population control program—to 
end the coercion. Madame Peng told me that 
the UNFPA was very supportive of the one- 
child-per-couple program and that the UNFPA 
adamantly agrees with her that the program is 
voluntary and that coercion doesn’t exist. 

For over 30 years, the UNFPA has consist-
ently heaped praise on China’s population 
control program and repeatedly urged other 
countries to embrace similar policies. 

A few years ago, the UNFPA and the Chi-
nese government rolled out the red carpet and 
hosted high level diplomats from Africa includ-
ing health ministers to sell ‘‘child limitation’’ 

policies. Despite the fact that China’s enforce-
ment mechanism relies on heavy coercion and 
its aging population will soon implode its econ-
omy, some African leaders seem to have 
taken the bait. Limitations on the number of 
children a mother may carry to term are under 
active consideration throughout the subconti-
nent. 

And the UNFPA has tried to impose China- 
like child limitation policies on other nations as 
well, including the Philippines. 

Finally, in 2000, I wrote a law—The Admiral 
James W. Nance and Meg Donovan Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act for fiscal years 
2000 and 2001. 

Section 801 of Title VIII of that Act still in ef-
fect today requires the Secretary of State not 
to issue any visa to, and the Attorney General 
not to admit to the United States, any foreign 
national whom the Secretary finds, based on 
credible and specific information, to have been 
directly involved in the establishment or en-
forcement of forced abortion or forced steri-
lization. 

Owing to a glaring lack of implementation, 
only a handful of abusers of women have re-
portedly been denied visas to the U.S. That 
must change. 

Lastly I thank each of our witnesses, who 
testified at a hearing I held earlier this week 
on this issue, for speaking out on this impor-
tant topic. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GLENDALE 
HIGH SCHOOL’S SPENCER HAIK 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2012 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Glendale High School’s Spencer 
Haik for winning the 1600 Meter Run at the 
Missouri Class 4 State Track and Field Cham-
pionships. 

Through his hard work and dedication, 
Spencer placed first in the 1600 Meter Run 
with a winning time of 4:15.11. His winning 
time was 5 seconds off his previous school 
record of 4:20.23. This achievement also 
marked the third time this year Spencer estab-
lished a new school record. 

Spencer plans to participate in several 
meets across the country this summer and will 
be a junior at Glendale High School in the fall. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Spencer Haik, the winner of the 1600 
Meter Run at the Missouri Class 4 State Track 
and Field Championships. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF SMALL BUSINESS 
TAX CUTS 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2012 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the Administration for the im-
mediate executive actions that will accelerate 
our nation’s small business growth. There are 
28.6 million small businesses in the U.S. and 
small businesses create two out of every three 
jobs in the country. In the state of California 

small businesses employ more than 50 per-
cent of the state’s 16 million workers and rep-
resent 90% of job growth for high-paying jobs. 
The statistics are clear, small businesses are 
the key to economic recovery and continued 
growth. 

Ameliorating the burdens of small busi-
nesses stabilizes uncertainty and encourages 
critical job growth. Five of these initiatives are 
immediate executive actions that will accel-
erate Federal payments, reduce paperwork, 
and make it easier for small firms to access 
loans and tax credits, and one is a legislative 
proposal to raise the amount of investment 
small businesses can expense next year. 

Mr. Speaker, let me briefly highlight some of 
the key initiatives: 

(1) Accelerate payments to small business 
subcontractors: Through the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, agencies will be directed to 
make contract payments along an accelerated 
timeline to all prime contractors for the next 
year (typically 15 days after receipt of proper 
documentation, as opposed to 30 days), with 
the understanding that those prime contractors 
will similarly accelerate payments to their 
small business subcontractors. 

(2) Announce support for Section 179 ex-
pensing at $250,000 for one year: President 
Obama is calling on Congress to write legisla-
tion to allow small businesses to write off up 
to $250,000 in capital investments in 2013, 
such as machinery and equipment, to drive 
productivity. Without an act from Congress, 
the expensing limit for small businesses is 
scheduled to decline to only $25,000 in 2013. 

(3) Increase access to capital through SBA’s 
Small Loan Advantage (SLA) 2.0: SBA is re- 
launching Small Loan Advantage, one of its 
key small dollar loan products, as SLA 2.0. 
This revamped program raises the maximum 
loan amount from $250,000 to $350,000, 
streamlines the loan process, and makes it 
easier for lenders to extend loans to small 
businesses across America. 

(4) Launch ‘‘Quick App’’ for surety bond 
guarantees under $250,000: SBA is launching 
‘‘Quick App,’’ a streamlined application that 
will eliminate the need for contractors to com-
plete five unnecessary forms to apply for sur-
ety bonds. Providing small firms, particularly in 
the construction industry, streamlined access 
to these bonds will make it easier for them to 
compete for and win additional business, 
which is important to allowing them to expand 
and create jobs. 

(5) Reduce paperwork for SBA’s Disaster 
Loan Program: Cutting the online application 
from 80 screens to three or four screens (de-
pending on loan type) will allow families and 
businesses easier and quicker access to sup-
port for rebuilding after a disaster. 

(6) Align New Markets Tax Credit with the 
needs of investors in growing small firms: Re-
forms the existing New Markets Tax Credit 
that will make it easier for community develop-
ment entities (CDEs) to attract private sector 
funds for investment in startups and small 
businesses operating in lower-income commu-
nities. The regulations are designed to encour-
age CDEs to invest in other types of small 
local businesses by relaxing the reinvestment 
requirements for CDEs investing in certain op-
erating businesses. The Treasury Department 
is also considering regulatory reforms that 
would further simplify the requirements for 
these CDEs and intends to publish these for 
comment in the future. 
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