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Park Climbing Ranger Nick Hall and other 
Climbing Rangers braved the elements and 
terrain to rescue the climbers and get them 
the medical attention they desperately needed. 
Mr. Hall, a 33-year-old four-year veteran of Mt. 
Rainier’s Climbing Ranger team, tragically fell 
more than 2,500 feet down the side of the 
mountain. The Climbing Ranger team was un-
able to communicate with Mr. Hall after his fall 
and continued their heroic efforts to save the 
four climbers. All four climbers were saved 
and all suffered non-life threatening injuries. I 
applaud the heroic efforts of the rescue team. 

Rangers did reach Mr. Hall hours after the 
rescue mission began, but, sadly, determined 
that he had died as a result of his fall. Be-
cause of heavy snow, clouds, and the threat 
of an avalanche, Mr. Hall’s body could not im-
mediately be recovered. Finally, on Thursday, 
July 5, Mt. Rainier National Park personnel 
were able to confirm that Mr. Hall’s body had 
been recovered. 

Mr. Speaker, It has been a tough year at 
Mt. Rainier. On January 1 Park Ranger Mar-
garet Anderson was gunned down at Mt. 
Rainier by a fleeing gunman. Now Nick Hall 
has lost his life saving climbers on the moun-
tain. I grieve with the friends, family, and col-
leagues left behind. 

The week of July 15 has been declared 
‘‘Stand With Those Who Serve Week’’ in 
Washington. Nick Hall is the latest example of 
someone willing to pay the ultimate sacrifice in 
service to others. Today I stand with members 
of the Park Service, Mt. Rainier Super-
intendent Randy King, and the supportive 
communities around the mountain. 
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GOVERNOR PERRY’S LETTER TO 
KATHLEEN SEBELIUS 

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 9, 2012 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following letter. 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, 
July 9, 2012. 

Hon. KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, Washington, DC. 
DEAR SECRETARY SEBELIUS: In the 

ObamaCare plan, the federal government 
sought to force the states to expand their 
Medicaid programs by in the words of the 
Supreme Court putting a gun to their heads. 
Now that the ‘‘gun to the head’’ has been re-
moved, please relay this message to the 
President: I oppose both the expansion of 
Medicaid as provided in the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act and the cre-
ation of a so-called ‘‘state’’ insurance ex-
change, because both represent brazen intru-
sions into the sovereignty of our state. 

I stand proudly with the growing chorus of 
governors who reject the PPACA power grab. 
Thank God and our nation’s founders that we 
have the right to do so. 

Neither a ‘‘state’’ exchange nor the expan-
sion of Medicaid under the Orwellian-named 
PPACA would result in a better ‘‘patient 
protection’’ or in more ‘‘affordable care.’’ 
What they would do is make Texas a mere 
appendage of the federal government when it 
comes to health care. 

The PPACA does not truly allow states to 
create and operate their own exchanges. In-
stead, it gives the federal government the 

final say as to which insurance plans can op-
erate in a so-called ‘‘state’’ exchange, what 
benefits those plans must provide, and what 
price controls and cost limits will apply. It 
leaves many questions to be answered later 
through federal ‘‘future rulemaking.’’ In 
short, it essentially treats the states like 
subcontractors through which the federal 
government can control the insurance mar-
kets and pursue federal priorities rather 
than those of the individual states. 

Through its proposed expansion of Med-
icaid, the PPACA would simply enlarge a 
broken system that is already financially 
unsustainable. Medicaid is a system of in-
flexible mandates, one-size-fits-all require-
ments, and wasteful, bureaucratic inefficien-
cies. Expanding it as the PPACA provides 
would only exacerbate the failure of the cur-
rent system, and would threaten even Texas 
with financial ruin. 

I look forward to implementing health care 
solutions that are right for the people of 
Texas. I urge you to support me in that ef-
fort. In the meantime, the PPACA’s unsound 
encroachments will find no foothold here. 

Sincerely, 
RICK PERRY, 

Governor. 
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CALLING FOR THE FIRING OF U.S. 
AMBASSADOR TO VIETNAM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 9, 2012 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I submit a letter I 
sent to President Obama and Secretary Clin-
ton calling for the firing of the U.S. ambas-
sador to Vietnam. 

Ambassador David Shear should be re-
moved because he has repeatedly failed to 
advocate for human rights and speak out for 
the voiceless in Vietnam. I recommend that he 
be replaced by a Vietnamese-American. 

I am particularly upset by Ambassador 
Shear’s failure to invite more dissidents and 
human rights activists to the U.S. Embassy for 
a July 4 celebration after promising that he 
would. 

Further, I have been disappointed in Shear’s 
handling of the case of Dr. Nguyen Quoc 
Quan, a Vietnamese-American democracy ac-
tivist and U.S. citizen presently being held by 
the communist government of Vietnam. 

As I stated in the letter, ‘‘America must be 
a voice for the voiceless. The U.S. Embassy 
in Vietnam must be an island of freedom, 
headed by a bold American ambassador. Am-
bassador Shear is not that man.’’ 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
July 9, 2012. 

Hon. BARACK H. OBAMA, 
The President, The White House, Washington, 

DC. 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: On May 15, 2012, the 

Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission, 
which I co-chair, held a hearing on human 
rights abuses in Vietnam. As you undoubt-
edly know, the State Department’s own an-
nual human rights report aptly describes 
Vietnam as an ‘‘authoritarian state.’’ During 
the hearing, several of my colleagues and I 
heard testimony from Mrs. Mai Huong Ngo, 
the wife of Dr. Nguyen Quoc Quan, a Viet-
namese-American democracy activist and 
U.S. citizen. Upon his arrival at Tan Son 
Nhat International Airport in Ho Chi Minh 
City on April 17, he was arbitrarily detained 
and has been in prison ever since. Dr. Quan’s 

wife was invited to testify in light of her 
husband’s plight. 

Assistant Secretary Michael Posner was 
also invited to testify at the hearing on be-
half of the State Department. At the time I 
expressed my shock and dismay that no one 
from the department, not even the U.S. am-
bassador to Vietnam, David Shear, had been 
in touch with Dr. Quan’s wife since his de-
tention. Only at my urging did Ambassador 
Shear initiate contact with Mrs. Ngo to up-
date her on her husband’s situation. 

This was disturbing on a number of levels. 
I have long believed that U.S. embassies 
should be islands of freedom—especially in 
repressive countries like Vietnam. Under 
Ambassador Shear’s leadership it didn’t ap-
pear that the U.S. embassy in Hanoi was em-
bracing this important task. But even more 
troubling is the fact that Dr. Quan is an 
American citizen, and yet there appeared to 
be little urgency to securing his release. 

In speaking by phone with Ambassador 
Shear following the hearing I expressed my 
concerns and urged him to host a July 4th 
celebration at the embassy, where the guest 
list was comprised of religious freedom and 
democracy activists in Vietnam. I stressed 
that he should fling open the doors of the 
embassy and invite Buddhist monks and 
nuns, Catholic priests and Protestant pas-
tors, Internet bloggers and democracy activ-
ists. Such was the custom during the Reagan 
Administration, especially in the Soviet 
Union. This practice sent a strong message 
that America stood with those who stand for 
basic human rights. In many cases it af-
forded these individuals protection from fu-
ture harassment and even imprisonment. 

Ambassador Shear said that he intended to 
honor this request. Following my conversa-
tion with him I received the enclosed letter 
from the department indicating that, ‘‘Am-
bassador Shear continues to engage with 
civil society advocates, promoters of rule-of- 
law, and democracy activists and will wel-
come them to the Embassy’s July 4th cele-
bration.’’ I took Ambassador Shear at his 
word and in fact shared this correspondence 
with members of the Vietnamese Diaspora 
community in the U.S., several of whom 
were greatly encouraged by this develop-
ment. 

Late last week it was brought to my atten-
tion that many of the most prominent de-
mocracy and human rights activists in Viet-
nam were not invited to the event. These re-
ports seemed starkly at odds with the assur-
ances I had personally received from Ambas-
sador Shear. I called him directly this morn-
ing to find out if the embassy had invited the 
dissidents as had been agreed upon. His re-
sponse was appalling. He said that he had in-
vited a few civil society activists but then 
said that he needed to maintain a ‘‘balance.’’ 
I then asked him for a list of the invitees. He 
initially refused saying he was unable to pro-
vide this information, even though presum-
ably the embassy, which he leads, created 
the guest list. Then he said he would have to 
address this through State Department. I 
asked him when we might expect to receive 
a copy of the guest list and, after initially 
declining to be specific; he eventually con-
ceded that it would be ‘‘in a few weeks.’’ 

Ambassador Shear’s entire handling of this 
issue has been unacceptable. He showed little 
to no initiative in the case of Dr. Quan. 
Then, after appearing to recognize the short-
sightedness of this approach, he agreed to 
host an Independence Day event at the em-
bassy attended by human rights and democ-
racy activists—only to go back on his word 
and mislead me about his intentions. Fi-
nally, when posed with a simple congres-
sional request for additional information 
about the guest list at a U.S. embassy event, 
he was uncooperative at best and obstruc-
tionist at worst. 
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In light of these realities, I write today to 

call for the firing of Ambassador Shear. 
Sadly, his sidelining of serious human 

rights issues in Vietnam is symptomatic of 
this administration’s overall approach to 
human rights and religious freedom. Time 
and again these issues are put on the back- 
burner—to the detriment of freedom-loving 
people the world over. In a Constitution Day 
speech, President Ronald Reagan described 
the United States Constitution as ‘‘a cov-
enant we have made not only with ourselves, 
but with all of mankind.’’ We have an obliga-
tion to keep that covenant. If you were to 
take this action, it would send a critical 
message to U.S. ambassadors globally, and 
just as importantly, to repressive govern-
ments which fear the words of the Constitu-
tion and the promise they hold as much as 
they fear the aspirations of their own people. 

I have repeatedly said that it would be fit-
ting for a Vietnamese-American to serve as 
U.S. ambassador Vietnam—someone who un-
derstands the country, the language, and the 
oppressive nature of the government having 
experienced it themselves before coming to 
the U.S. Such an individual would not be 
tempted to maintain smooth bilateral rela-
tions at all costs. Such an individual would 
embrace the cause of freedom. The Viet-
namese people, and frankly millions of Viet-
namese-Americans, deserve better than what 
Ambassador Shear and this administration 
are giving them. 

America must be a voice for the voiceless. 
The U.S. Embassy in Vietnam must be an is-
land of freedom, headed by a bold American 
ambassador. Ambassador Shear is not that 
man. 

Best wishes. 
Sincerely, 

FRANK R. WOLF, 
Member of Congress. 

Enclosure. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, DC, June 26, 2012. 

Hon. FRANK R. WOLF, 
House of Representatives. 

DEAR MR. WOLF: Thank you for your letter 
of June 6 following up on your phone con-
versation last month with Ambassador Shear 
regarding the Tom Lantos Human Rights 
Commission’s hearing on Vietnam and the 
case of Dr. Richard Nguyen. 

We continue to urge the Vietnamese gov-
ernment to release Dr. Nguyen. In addition 
to raising his case with high-level Viet-
namese officials, our consular officers will 
continue to provide all appropriate consular 
assistance to Dr. Nguyen. Ambassador Shear 
has personally spoken with Dr. Nguyen’s 
wife, Mai Huang Ngo, and senior officials 
from our Consulate in Ho Chi Minh City re-
main in close contact with her. 

Ambassador Shear continues to engage 
with civil society advocates, promoters of 
rule-of-law, and democracy activists and will 
welcome them to the Embassy’s July 4th 
celebration. This is one of many ways we 
promote respect for human rights and rule- 
of-law in Vietnam. 

We will keep you and your staff updated on 
developments regarding Dr. Richard Nguyen. 
Please do not hesitate to let us know if we 
can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely, 
DAVID S. ADAMS, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs. 
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AMERICAN HEROES 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 9, 2012 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, as South Carolinians recognized our free-

doms on the Fourth of July, we also express 
gratitude for fallen heroes who made our free-
doms possible. A moving tribute was pub-
lished on June 29th as an editorial in The 
Greenville News. 

FALLEN SOLDIERS, FAMILIES ARE HEROES 
Three families in South Carolina—and the 

state as a whole—were given a bitter re-
minder earlier this month that men and 
women still put their lives at risk every day 
to protect American ideals in faraway 
places. These men and women are heroes, as 
are the families that wonder, every day, if 
their son, daughter, spouse or child will re-
turn home. 

Three from South Carolina won’t. The 
S.C., National Guard troops were among 21 
people killed in a suicide bomb attack on 
June 20. These brave men soon will be laid to 
rest, but their families will continue to 
grieve in ways that few of us can even begin 
to comprehend. It’s a heart-wrenching re-
minder of the cost of war, and particularly of 
the cost of the current war in Afghanistan 
and the one in Iraq. These two conflicts have 
demanded a very heavy commitment from— 
and thus taken a very heavy toll on—our Na-
tional Guard and Reserve troops. 

The three members of the 133rd Military 
Police Company who were killed include Sgt. 
1st Class Matthew Brad Thomas, of Easley; 
1st Lt. Ryan Davis Rawl, of Lexington; and 
Spc. John David Meador II, of Columbia. 
Five other members of the company were 
wounded in the attack. Thomas’ funeral is 
planned for this weekend. 

The 133rd, nicknamed the Palmetto Regu-
lators, is based in Timmonsville. It was in 
Afghanistan to train the Afghan national po-
lice force and was scheduled to return home 
in August. The three deaths bring to 16 the 
total of South Carolina National Guard 
troops who have been killed in Afghanistan 
since 2003. 

These two wars have exacted a heavy toll 
on military families across the country. 
Many of those deaths have been among 
Guard and Reserve troops who traditionally 
have been used in support roles, but have 
been called upon during these wars to serve 
more and longer combat tours, a result of 
leaner operations for a military force that is 
spread increasingly thin. 

Thomas leaves behind a wife, Jana, and a 
3-year-old son, Kayden. The family, who 
grief cannot be assuaged by our expressions 
of gratitude, nonetheless deserves our sin-
cerest thanks for Thomas’ devotion to this 
country and its ideals. The family members 
need our thoughts and prayers as they try to 
wade through a grief that too many military 
families have experienced in the past decade. 

There have been 6,440 military deaths in 
Iraq and Afghanistan since the wars began. 
Of those, 1,022, or nearly 16 percent, have 
been National Guard or Reserve troops, ac-
cording to The Washington Post. 

Few of us reflect daily on the lives at risk 
every day in Afghanistan. Despite the con-
tinuing draw-down of American forces, it 
still is an exceedingly hostile place. And our 
nation still is calling on its part-time war-
riors to complete that mission. 

Maj. Gen. Robert E. Livingston Jr., South 
Carolina’s adjutant general, offered a poign-
ant reminder to all of us that these wars still 
go on and our brave men and women still 
risk their lives. 

‘‘These men died serving their country and 
I want to express my deepest sympathy and 
condolences to their families, who are the 
unsung heroes of our war effort,’’ Livingston 
said, according to a recent report in The 
State. 

‘‘These deaths are grim reminders that our 
military, to include the South Carolina Na-
tional Guard, is still active in combat de-
fense of our country. We are privileged to 
have such heroes in our midst. 

Privileged, indeed. 

As the nation pauses in coming week to 
celebrate its founding and the establishment 
of liberties and ideals that are desired by 
people around the globe; it would be worth 
taking more than a moment to remember 
the heroes—both the fallen and those whom 
they’ve left behind. These spouses and chil-
dren, and the service men and women they 
love, are above the political rhetoric of 
which wars should be fought and how. 

They simply serve. Their burdens are tan-
gible reminders that the struggle for freedom 
continues and that it has a tremendous and 
painful cost. This is a cost these soldiers 
knew they might have to pay when they 
stepped forward to serve in an all-volunteer 
military during a time of war, but one their 
families are left trying to comprehend. 

These men are mourned. They are praised. 
And they and their families should be re-
membered by a state and a nation that needs 
to be eternally grateful for their service and 
their immense and incomprehensible sac-
rifice. 

Said Thomas’ father, Charles, ‘‘They’re 
doing a very important job. A lot of Ameri-
cans don’t understand that. But they’re 
doing a very important job.’’ 

Amen. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, July 
10, 2012 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
JULY 11 

9:30 a.m. 
Judiciary 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the impact on competition of exclusion 
orders to enforce standard-essential 
patents. 

SD–226 
10 a.m. 

Finance 
To hold hearings to examine Medicare 

physician payments, focusing on per-
spectives from physicians. 

SD–215 
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