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compassion and strong rapport with his staff 
and students has helped him build and main-
tain strong partnerships within the district. 

On behalf of the Denton Independent 
School District, faculty members, students, 
family and friends, I would like to congratulate 
Dr. Ray Braswell on his many years of public 
service, his accomplishments, and his commit-
ment to Denton ISD. I am honored to rep-
resent Denton ISD and the 26th District in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN SCHATZ 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
of Orange County, California are exceptional. 
Orange County has been fortunate to have dy-
namic and dedicated community leaders who 
willingly and unselfishly give their time and tal-
ent to make their communities a better place 
to live and work. John Schatz is one of these 
individuals. On Friday, June 29, 2012, Schatz 
will end his tenure as the General Manager of 
the Santa Margarita Water District (SMWD) 
after 35 years of service to the community. 

Schatz graduated from the University of 
Redlands with a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Business Administration and received a 
Juris Doctor from Western State University 
College of Law in Fullerton in 1989. In 1998 
Schatz was appointed by the State Legislature 
to the Commission on Local Governance for 
the 21st Century. From 2000 to 2004, he 
served as an instructor on ‘‘Water Policy in 
Southern California’’ at the University of Cali-
fornia at Irvine. He was also a member of As-
sociation of California Water Agency’s State 
Legislative Committee for several years. 

Prior to becoming General Manager of 
Santa Margarita Water District, Schatz was 
the General Manager of Jurupa Community 
Services District (JCSD) in western Riverside 
County from 1984 to 1994. Before joining 
JCSD, he worked in a variety of positions, in-
cluding Administrative Manager, for the Ran-
cho California Water District in Temecula from 
1977 to 1984. 

At SMWD, Schatz established a culture of 
efficiency. Among his accomplishments were 
doubling the number of connections while re-
ducing staffing from 163 to 122 employees by 
emphasizing cross-training and expanding the 
use of technology. During his tenure, Schatz 
helped keep SMWD’s services affordable by 
holding the line on rate increases while finding 
cost-saving solutions. In the last 15 years, the 
District has raised rates only twice and de-
creased its rates six times. It has reaped an 
additional $1 million in annual revenues and 
saved ratepayers $6.9 million. Under Mr. 
Schatz’s leadership, SMWD recently partnered 
with four other water agencies to complete the 
$54 million Upper Chiquita Reservoir, creating 
the largest domestic water reservoir built in 
south Orange County in 45 years while help-
ing to preserve the county’s open space. 

In light of all John Schatz has done for the 
community of Orange County, it is only fitting 
that he be honored for his many years of dedi-
cated service. John Schatz’s tireless passion 

for conservation and public service has con-
tributed immensely to the betterment of our 
community and I am proud to call him a fellow 
community member, American and friend. I 
know that many community members are 
grateful for his service and salute him as he 
retires. 

f 

EMPOWERING LOCAL PARTNERS 
TO PREVENT TERRORISM ACT 
OF 2012 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
this bill, the Empowering Local Partners To 
Prevent Terrorism Act of 2012, is enacted pur-
suant to the power granted to Congress under 
Article I of the United States Constitution and 
its subsequent amendments, and further clari-
fied and interpreted by the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 
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IN HONOR OF MRS. CAROLYN 
HENRY OF THOMASVILLE, GEOR-
GIA 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor to extend my personal congratula-
tions to Mrs. Carolyn Henry, a beloved citizen 
of Thomasville, Georgia, who will be cele-
brating her 31st year as the Minister of Music 
and 51st year as a member of the First Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Thomasville, Geor-
gia. On June 23, 2012, Mrs. Henry’s relatives, 
friends, colleagues and church family will pay 
tribute to her for her outstanding musical stew-
ardship and years of dedicated service at First 
Missionary Baptist Church. 

Mrs. Henry is a graduate of Fort Valley 
State University where she received her bach-
elor’s degree in Music Education. Following 
her graduation from Fort Valley State Univer-
sity, Mrs. Henry enrolled in Valdosta State 
University where she would receive her mas-
ter’s degree in Music Education. She attended 
the University of Georgia for advanced studies 
in Vocal Pedagogy and received training in 
Choral Conducting from renowned conductors 
Rodney Eichenberger and Dr. Andre Thomas 
of Florida State University. 

As an advocate for quality education and 
sound musical training for our nation’s school 
children, Mrs. Henry served as a public school 
music teacher for 37 years in both Thomas 
County and Berrien County, Georgia. Over the 
course of her teaching career, Mrs. Henry also 
served as the Director of the Community Choir 
at Thomas University and as an Adjunct Music 
Instructor at Georgia Southwestern University. 

To go along with her many academic and 
music education accomplishments, Mrs. Henry 
has received acclaim as a vocalist and music 
administrator. She is an original member of 
the world renowned Georgia Mass Choir and 
she was selected as one of the choir mem-
bers to perform in the movie, ‘‘The Preacher’s 
Wife,’’ starring Whitney Houston and Denzel 
Washington. 

Currently, Mrs. Henry is the Founder and 
Artistic Director of the C.H.A.R.M. School, a 
private music studio for voice and piano stu-
dents in Thomasville, Georgia. This studio 
serves as a preeminent training center for fu-
ture musicians and artist performers. In con-
junction with her musical commitments at the 
C.H.A.R.M. School and at First Missionary 
Baptist Church, Mrs. Henry also serves as the 
Music Director of Bethany Congregational 
Church in Thomasville, Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to Mrs. Carolyn Henry, a be-
loved educator, magnificent vocalist and out-
standing role model, as she and her loved 
ones celebrate her many years of musical 
achievement and dedicated community service 
on behalf of First Missionary Baptist Church 
and the Thomas County, Georgia community. 

Enjoy your anniversary celebration Mrs. 
Henry! May God continue to bless you and 
may you have many, many more years of mu-
sical excellence. 

f 

HONORING RICKY DIXON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor a remarkable gentleman, 
Ricky Dixon. He was born April 7, 1994, in 
Greenville, Mississippi. He is the proud son of 
Ms. Hevonne Dixon and Mr. Collis Grisby. 

Ricky’s mother has truly been an inspiration 
to him. While raising Ricky, she obtained her 
college degree while also working a full time 
job. It was this example that inspired Ricky to 
always strive for greatness regardless of his 
circumstances. 

Ricky is very competitive and a high aca-
demic achiever; his test score on the Algebra 
I state exam for the State of Mississippi sub-
ject area test ranked him in the top ten per-
centile among high school students in the 
State of Mississippi. The following year he 
was inducted into the National Honor Society. 

In 2010, Ricky began his junior year in high 
school at Rosa Fort High School. During this 
time, he had the privilege of traveling to 
Washington, DC, to attend the Al Neuharth 
Free Spirit Journalism Conference. This expe-
rience broadened Ricky’s knowledge and 
opened his eyes to what the world has to offer 
in terms of career opportunities. However, al-
though Ricky knows that his education can 
offer him opportunities around the country, he 
wants to return to Rosa Fort and teach Alge-
bra I so other students can go anywhere and 
be successful. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask our colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Ricky Dixon as the Salu-
tatorian of Rosa Fort High School’s Class of 
2012. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF THE EVACUATION 
AND INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE 
AMERICANS 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the 70th Anniversary of the evacu-
ation and internment of Japanese-Americans 
during World War II. 

The philosopher George Santayana once 
said: ‘‘Those who cannot remember the past 
are condemned to repeat it.’’ Yet, during war-
time, our nation repeatedly sacrifices civil lib-
erties to appease unwarranted fears. As the 
United States fought against tyranny abroad, 
our government detained American citizens of 
Japanese descent, solely because of their 
race. 

In 1942 Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 9066, calling for the exclusion 
and internment of all Japanese Americans on 
the West Coast. Kiyo Yoshimura was one of 
the people interned. In 1942 government offi-
cials ordered Yoshimura and her family to 
board a bus, without telling them where it 
would take them. 

They arrived at Tanforan, a horse stable, 
where they would live for about six months be-
fore being shipped off to a more permanent in-
ternment camp in Utah. At Tanforan they lived 
behind barbed wire, smelling the manure from 
the horses that had previously inhabited the 
same space. They were denied the dignity of 
privacy as they bathed or used the bathroom 
in public latrines. They were treated like en-
emies of the state and debased like animals. 

The United States government interned 
8,000 families at Tanforan, and 120,000 peo-
ple of Japanese ancestry were sent to intern-
ment camps along the Pacific Coast. These 
Japanese-Americans were hardworking, law- 

abiding people. Some of them served in the 
military and fought in Europe. 

Most Japanese Americans chose to remain 
silent about their experiences at internment 
camps, but it had a lasting impact on them. 
The government took their homes and their 
possessions. They had to find new jobs, build 
new communities and pick up the pieces of 
their broken lives. 

In 1988 Ronald Reagan signed legislation 
apologizing for the internment of Japanese 
Americans. The law stated that government 
actions were based on race prejudice, war 
hysteria and a failure of political leadership. 
Japanese Americans received reparations. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the House of Rep-
resentatives join me in commemorating the in-
ternment of Japanese Americans during World 
War II. During this dark period of our nation’s 
history fear eclipsed freedom and as national 
leaders, it is our duty to ensure that this never 
happens again. 
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