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that the Girl Scouts will continue to affect posi-
tive change and help inspire girls across the 
nation. I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring the Girl Scouts of the United States 
of America and their outstanding service to 
our country. 

f 

ZACHARY NIELSON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Zachary Niel-
son for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Zachary Nielson is an 8th grader at Moore 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Zachary 
Nielson is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Zachary Nielson for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments. 
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CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF WASHINGTON HUSKIES 
MEN’S CREW TEAM ON WINNING 
THE 110TH INTERCOLLEGIATE 
ROWING ASSOCIATION CHAM-
PIONSHIPS 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the University of Washington 
Men’s Crew Team for winning the 110th Inter-
collegiate Rowing Association Championships 
(IRAs) on June 2, 2012. 

From the moment that they began their 
grueling training, the University of Washington 
Huskies exemplified sportsmanship, 
athleticism and perseverance. Their discipline 
was rewarded when the Huskies won all five 
events at the IRAs—the first time in IRA his-
tory that a single program has swept five 
races. This victory marks the first time in more 
than 70 years that the Huskies have won con-
secutive national titles, and it finishes a sea-
son where the Huskies won every race in 
which they competed. 

The Men’s Varsity Eight—Sam Ojserkis, 
Dusan Milovanovic, Alex Bunkers, Ryan 
Schroeder, Mijo Rudelj, Sebastian Peter, Sam 
Dommer, A.J. Brooks, and Robert Munn—eas-
ily surpassed the standing record for the IRA 
championship. In fact, every Husky boat also 
set a championship record on their way to vic-
tory. 

As we celebrate the long tradition of crew at 
the University of Washington, I want to com-
mend Coach Michael Callahan, and all of the 

talented athletes of the Husky Men’s Varsity 
Crew Team for their truly historic season. I 
wish them continued success in the future. 
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HONORING MAUREEN WIGGINS 
SHOEMAKER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an advocate of lit-
eracy and research communications, Mrs. 
Maureen Wiggins Shoemaker. 

Mrs. Shoemaker was born in Sumner, Mis-
sissippi. She attended R. H. Bearden Elemen-
tary School (formerly West District High 
School), and graduated from West 
Tallahatchie High School in 1974. She has re-
ceived degrees from Coahoma Jr. College, 
Jackson State University, and also received a 
Master’s in Elementary Education from Mis-
sissippi Valley University. 

Mrs. Shoemaker’s passion for literacy led 
her to continue her studies in Library Science 
at Southern University in Louisiana. Mrs. 
Shoemaker has served R. H. Bearden Ele-
mentary School and West Tallahatchie High 
School faithfully through her efforts to ren-
ovate and improve the technology sustain-
ability in both libraries. 

Mrs. Shoemaker has been an asset to the 
West Tallahatchie School District, due to her 
ability to recognize and address the dire 
needs of the students in the Tallahatchie 
School District. In addition, she has remained 
active in her community working with the 
Tallahatchie County Correctional Facility and 
Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids 
of Mississippi (SPARK). Through these part-
nerships, Mrs. Shoemaker has been able to 
spread her passion for literacy among sup-
porters of all ages. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask our colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Maureen Wiggins Shoe-
maker for her continued efforts to support lit-
eracy in the State of Mississippi. 
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TRIBUTE TO RONALD BLOCKER 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the constituents of the Third Congres-
sional District of Florida and myself, I rise now 
to offer tribute to the career and success of 
my friend, Mr. Ronald Blocker, who served as 
the Superintendent for Orange County Public 
Schools for the past 12 years. A visionary and 
scholar Mr. Ronald Blocker is a true leader of 
the Central Florida Community, and the great 
State of Florida. 

We are encouraged by Mr. Blocker’ s ac-
complishments while serving as the super-
intendent since July 2000; it was under his 
leadership that the graduation rate in Orange 
County, Florida, is at the highest level it has 
ever been with the dropout rate at the lowest. 
A man dedicated to education, Ronald Blocker 
earned degrees in educational leadership and 
counselor education from the University of 

Florida. He worked as a school psychologist 
and principal. As the districts first black super-
intendent, Mr. Blocker made a name for him-
self and in 2011 he was named Florida Super-
intendent of the Year by the Florida Associa-
tion of District Superintendents. 

Mr. Blocker has received many accolades 
and honors including the John M. Tiedtke Life-
time Achievement Award from United Arts of 
Central Florida; he was named the District 
Reading Leader of the Year by the Florida De-
partment of Education’s Just Read, Florida! 
Division; named the Florida Art Education As-
sociations Superintendent of the Year; and re-
ceived the Florida Superintendent’s Award for 
Volunteer/Community Involvement. Recipient 
of the Chairman’s Award from the Metro Or-
lando Economic Development Commission, 
Mr. Blocker has made a lasting contribution to 
the economy of Orange County. His influence 
in the Central Florida community has not gone 
unnoticed either, he was ranked eight on a list 
of the 50 most powerful people in Central Flor-
ida and among the top 25 most powerful by a 
panel of community leaders. 

He served as the President of the Florida 
Association of District School Superintendents; 
a member of the American Association of 
School Administrators; Florida Association of 
School Administrators, and the Council of 
Great City Schools. 

Described as an ‘‘advocate of children’’, and 
‘‘a teacher’s superintendent’’, Mr. Blocker was 
able to build new schools, and replace and 
upgrade 128 older facilities. With 33 new 
schools opened under his guidance and 62 re-
placed or restored, Mr. Blocker reduced over-
crowding and removed 1,000 portable class-
rooms and raised the Orange County School 
District to an ‘‘A’’ Rating 3 years in a row. 

Recently by virtue of Orange County and 
the School Board, he has been honored with 
the renaming of the Orange County Public 
School building to the ‘‘Ronald Blocker Edu-
cational Leadership Center.’’ Mr. Blocker has 
worked to ensure healthy revenue that will 
continue to preserve the quality of education 
that the Third Congressional District and Cen-
tral Florida Community deserves and needs, 
with his high expectations for employees and 
students. Mr. Blocker’ s theme of ‘‘One Vision, 
One Voice,’’ is a message we can all truly 
stand by. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT T. SCHILLING 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. SCHILLING. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
June 18, 2012, I attended a visitation in the 
17th District of Illinois and was unable to cast 
my vote for rollcall Nos. 379 and 380. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on the bill by Senator MIKE LEE, S. 684, 
to provide for the conveyance of certain par-
cels of land to the town of Alta, Utah, which 
passed by an overwhelming bipartisan vote of 
383–3. 

I would also have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the bill by 
Senator CARL LEVIN, S. 404, to provide for the 
conveyance of certain parcels of land to the 
town of Alta, Utah, which also passed by an 
overwhelmingly bipartisan vote of 380–0. 
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HONORING THE 125TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE CHARTERING OF 
THE BOROUGH OF SOUDERTON 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 125th Anniversary of the chartering 
of the borough of Souderton, Pennsylvania 
and to pay tribute to the many contributions its 
inhabitants have made to the cultural fabric of 
eastern Pennsylvania. 

Charted in 1887, Souderton’s rich history 
actually began when the first inhabitants, the 
Lenni-Lenape or the Delaware Indians settled 
the area. They were some of the first native 
peoples to come in contact with Europeans in 
the early 1600’s. The land that today com-
prises Souderton was originally purchased by 
William Penn from the Lenape. The first wave 
of European settlers were Welsh immigrants 
who gave Souderton the name of Welshtown. 
They were followed by German Mennonites in 
the early 1700’s and by 1750 they would oc-
cupy most of the land. Some claim Souderton 
got its name from one of its early settlers, 
Henry O. Souder, but in fact the North Penn 
railroad company gave the location its name in 
1863 to differentiate between the borough and 
the village of Soudersburg in Lancaster Coun-
ty. 

While established as primarily an agricul-
tural community, the railroad’s arrival in 1857 
encouraged rapid growth in the community. 
Textile and cigar factories brought prosperity 
and new populations to the borough. The bor-
ough’s initial bank, Univest Corp. of Pennsyl-
vania, was established in 1876 and remains 
an active and vital part of the community 
today. 

When it was charted as a borough in 1877, 
Souderton had a population of 600 people. In 
1879, the first church in the community, the 
Souderton Mennonite Meetinghouse, opened 
on Christmas Day, and the first school in 
Souderton opened its doors that following 
year. The population had tripled by 1910. Citi-
zens were able to access the nearby bustling 
city of Philadelphia via railroad on the North 
Penn lines, while the nearby community of 
Perkasie was connected by the Liberty Bell 
Trolley service. The first automobile arrived in 
town on May 1st, 1903, and residents soon 
began enjoying pleasant rides down Main 
Street, formerly known as Possum Lane. The 
borough’s population doubled again by 1940. 
Following World War II, the demand for ex-
pensive labor in the textile industry declined 
but the community remained vibrant. Today, 
Souderton is mostly a quiet, family-oriented 
residential community. 

To commemorate their 125th Anniversary, 
Souderton borough is hosting a year-long 
celebration that has included a community 
clean up day, a parade and fireworks show, 
historical trolley tours, and a memorial picnic. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in recognizing the 125th Anniversary 
of the Borough of Souderton, Pennsylvania. 

IN HONOR OF MR. BLAISE J. 
DURANTE, DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FOR ACQUISITION 
INTEGRATION, OFFICE OF THE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE 
AIR FORCE FOR ACQUISITION 

HON. C. W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on the 
occasion of his retirement, I want to take this 
opportunity to honor Mr. Blaise J. Durante for 
his 45 years of dedicated service to our coun-
try. In his most recent assignment, he served 
as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Acquisi-
tion Integration, in the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition. In 
this role, Mr. Durante oversaw the integration 
of Air Force research, development and acqui-
sition budget formulation and execution, and 
directed streamlined management team activi-
ties, including acquisition reform and reduction 
in total ownership cost efforts. Mr. Durante di-
rected the development of acquisition policy 
and served as the Chief Financial Officer for 
the Air Force modernization accounts, man-
aging all acquisition reporting systems along 
with the Air Force’s international research, de-
velopment and analysis programs. In over four 
decades of active duty military and civil serv-
ice, he has held numerous director positions, 
leading both Air Force acquisition plans and 
policy, and joint service programs. Mr. Durante 
retired from the Air Force at the rank of Colo-
nel in May 1992 after 25 years of active duty 
and was appointed to the Senior Executive 
Service in 1992. A native of Everett, Massa-
chusetts, Mr. Durante began his career in the 
Air Force in 1966 after receiving his commis-
sion through the Officer Training School and 
graduating from Northeastern University. His 
active duty career included assignments to the 
Air Force Aero Propulsion Laboratory, Air 
Force Systems Command, Electronic Systems 
Command, and Headquarters, United States 
Air Force. 

Success has followed Mr. Durante through-
out his career, and he is known as the Air 
Force’s premier troubleshooter for acquisition 
challenges. As just one example, when the 
Department of Defense cancelled the Tr-Serv-
ice Standoff Attack Missile program in 1995 
and the contractor subsequently filed a $1.3 
billion contractor claim, the Air Force hand-
picked Mr. Durante to lead a tiger team that 
aided the General Counsel’s office in eventu-
ally reaching an extremely favorable $58.5 mil-
lion settlement. 

Mr. Durante has held his most recent post 
since 1994, during which time he has had a 
significant impact on Air Force acquisition 
processes and execution. His Directorate was 
responsible for integrating the Air Force’s $40 
billion annual Air Force modernization budget, 
which accounted for nearly 30 percent of the 
total Air Force budget. In this role, he mon-
itored performance of the Air Force’s 400 plus 
program portfolio to achieve maximum effi-
ciency for limited funding. In fiscal year 2011 
alone, he executed over 255 actions valued at 
$2.195 billion to fully fund priorities and sup-
port our ongoing Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations. 

For over four decades, Mr. Durante has 
been a passionate advocate for the develop-

ment of a professional and competent acquisi-
tion force. Countless leaders today call him, 
‘‘Mentor’’. He partnered with the Defense Ac-
quisition University to better train program 
managers and led his team to develop a com-
prehensive Career Field Education and Train-
ing Plan that provided a roadmap for our 
young men and women to develop into the 
knowledgeable leaders of tomorrow. In 2008, 
he correctly identified a significant gap in lead-
ership training for entry and intermediate level 
program office personnel, and launched the 
Acquisition Leadership Challenge Program. 
Since its inception, this program has grad-
uated over 4000 Air Force acquisition leaders, 
and provided them with critical leadership 
training previously only available to senior 
managers. As further evidence of his dedica-
tion to professional development, Mr. Durante 
is a founding member of the Aerospace and 
Defense Advisory Board for the College of 
Business Administration at the University of 
Tennessee. He has since inspired the creation 
of the nation’s only Executive Master of Busi-
ness Administration program designed for 
aerospace and defense professionals, and 
sponsored over 48 military and civilian Airmen 
for this unique program. 

Mr. Durante is also known for his dedicated 
championing of continuous process improve-
ment (otherwise known as CPI). Over the past 
few years, he served as lead for several initia-
tives under the Secretary of the Air Force’s 
‘‘Acquisition Improvement Plan’’ and ‘‘CPI 
2.0’’. He successfully filled civilian acquisition 
vacancies across the Air Force, increased ci-
vilian and military authorizations, balanced the 
mix of General Officers and Senior Execu-
tives, and provided 30 percent more training 
opportunities for acquisition personnel. To sta-
bilize the acquisition budget and instill financial 
discipline in acquisition programs, Mr. Durante 
directed a significant increase in cost esti-
mating confidence levels and established real-
istic baselines for cost, schedule and perform-
ance. He directed the analysis of contractor 
overhead rates and tied contractor profits di-
rectly to their performance. He worked directly 
with a number of industry partners to refine 
accounting and reporting processes to im-
prove accuracy and reduce long-term costs to 
the government. Under CPI 2.0, he also sim-
plified cumbersome bureaucracy and reduced 
oversight to provide acquisition programs 
more stability. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to draw 
your attention to Mr. Durante’s dedication to 
success in our overseas conflicts. He person-
ally drove the creation of the Iraqi and Afghan 
Transportation Networks as a method of ad-
vancing Counterinsurgency Operations, while 
minimizing the exposure of our troops to road-
side bombs. This unique endeavor established 
a consortium of tribally owned and operated 
transportation companies that collectively pro-
vide secure, dependable transportation serv-
ices throughout hostile territories. This method 
was used in both Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
the program is estimated to have taken 3.5 
soldiers and 2.5 gun vehicles off the road for 
every 10 Network trucks in service. This is 
truly an amazing success and deserves proper 
recognition. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Durante leaves a legacy of 
integrity, innovation, and dedication to those 
who serve. I ask that my colleagues join me 
in expressing our sincere appreciation to Mr. 
Durante for his outstanding service to this 
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