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COMMEMORATING JUNETEENTH

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
Juneteenth, commemorated on June 19 each
year, marks the date of the reading of the
Emancipation Proclamation by U.S. Army
Major Gordon Granger in Galveston, Texas to
slaves unaware of the original issuance two
years prior.

The date carries significance as the official
end of one era in American history that led to
the freedom-filled chapter of the next for the
millions who were liberated by the Proclama-
tion.

As our Nation evolves toward legally recog-
nizing a more inclusive citizenry of all
ethnicities and backgrounds, let us remain
ever mindful of the courageous and brave indi-
viduals who fought tirelessly, but were not
granted freedom and liberty under American
law.

Mr. Speaker, we must not take our civil
rights for granted, but rather use them to con-
tinuously propel our great country forward.
History is not meant for mere storytelling, but
instead serves as a blueprint from which we
learn and expand upon the discoveries we en-
counter each day.

May we take away from the events of
Juneteenth the spirit of resolve and unified
commitment of liberty and justice for all.

——

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ALAMEDA COUNTY
FAIR

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the 100th anniversary of the Ala-
meda County Fair. The annual 17-day Ala-
meda County Fair, which takes place in
Pleasanton, California, is the largest single
event in Alameda County and draws close to
one half million patrons each year.

In 1912, the first Alameda County Fair was
held at a local racetrack in the Hamlet of
Alisal, which is now Pleasanton. The owner of
the track, Rodney MacKenzie, organized a
group of local business leaders to form a non-
profit organization and pledge their personal
assets as collateral to fund the Annual Fair &
Race Meet.

This new organization, The Alameda Fair
Association, was formed on June 29, 1912
and consisted of fifteen businessmen,
agriculturalists and livestock raisers from
Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin, Hayward, San
Ramon and Irvington. The first fair opened in
1912 on Wednesday, October 23 and ran
through Sunday, October 27.

In 1941 the non-profit Fair Association pur-
chased the first 100 acres of what is now the
268-acre Fairgrounds. The 10-day Fair &
Race Meet of 1941 was touted by the
Oaldand Tribune as “Northern California’s
Largest County Fair.”

The Fair Association subsequently donated
the property to the people of Alameda County
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to guarantee that the residents of this region
would have a County Fair & Race Track. Ala-
meda County still contracts with the nonprofit
Fair Association to manage and improve the
Fairgrounds. The Fair Association continues to
provide a significant public benefit without re-
ceiving any tax support. The Association has
an annual operating budget of roughly $19
million.

On the 100th anniversary of the Alameda
County Fair, the Fair Association will dedicate
an Alameda County Historical Monument, on
the Fairgrounds, that represents a slice of the
rich history of Alameda County. The Historical
Monument represents the many people, busi-
nesses and leaders that settled, developed
and call Alameda County home.

I join the community in applauding the 100th
anniversary of the Alameda County Fair. | also
pay tribute to the Fair Association for creating
and dedicating a Historical Monument on the
Fairgrounds to honor the rich history of Ala-
meda County.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 19, 2012
Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
on rollcall No. 314 | was absent due to a fam-

ily matter. Had | been present, | would have
voted: “no.”

———

TO RECOGNIZE THE RECIPIENTS
OF THE 2012 FAIRFAX COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OUT-
STANDING CORPORATE CITIZEN-
SHIP AWARDS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize the recipients of the 2012
Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce Out-
standing Corporate Citizenship Awards.

For more than 85 years, the Fairfax County
Chamber of Commerce has provided a stra-
tegic link between local businesses and the
region through participation in community ac-
tivities, networking opportunities, marketing,
support and education. Fairfax County has wit-
nessed extraordinary growth, and the Cham-
ber of Commerce has been a consistent, guid-
ing voice for business. Fairfax County is con-
sidered by many to be one of the best com-
munities in the country in which to live, work
and raise a family. A significant factor in that
distinction is the thriving partnership between
the public and private sectors. Corporations,
non-profit organizations, and educational insti-
tutions work hand-in-hand with their counter-
parts in local, state and federal government
agencies. A thriving business community is
essential to maintaining a high quality of life
for all residents, just as ensuring strong com-
munity institutions and educational opportuni-
ties for all residents are essential to fostering
continued economic growth.

The Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce
annually recognizes individuals and busi-
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nesses that have demonstrated exceptional
leadership and have excelled in their efforts to
better our community through social responsi-
bility. More than 65 nominees were considered
for the 2012 awards, and each is deserving of
recognition and appreciation. It is my honor to
enter into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the
names of the following recipients of the 2012
Fairfax Chamber of Commerce Outstanding
Corporate Citizenship Awards:

Emerging Influential of the Year: Amanda
Andere, Executive Director, FACETS.

Non-Profit of the Year: Good Shepherd
Housing and Family Service.

Executive of the Year: Michael Cardaci,
CEO, Global Network Services, Inc.

Woman Owned Business of the Year:
Halfaker and Associates LLC.

Outstanding Corporate Citizen of the Year—
Large Business: Deloitte LLP.

Outstanding Corporate Citizen of the Year—
Mid Size Company: Apple Federal Credit
Union.

Outstanding Corporate Citizen of the Year—
Small Company: Karin’s Florist.

In addition to the Corporate Citizenship
Awards, the Fairfax Chamber of Commerce
also bestows awards in three unique cat-
egories; the Chairman’s Awards which recog-
nize extraordinary leadership by companies
and individuals within the Fairfax Chamber,
the James M. Rees Awards which recognize
lifelong leadership and service to the Northern
Virginia business community, and the
NOVAForward Award which is presented to an
individual for extraordinary efforts to move Vir-
ginia forward. This year's honorees are:

Chairman’s Awards: Julie Simmons, Human
Capital Strategic Consulting, Jorge Scientific
Corporation, and Northrup Grumman.

James M. Rees Award: Sidney O. Dew-
berry, Chairman Emeritus, Dewberry, and
John Toups, Former CEO, PRC.

NOVAForward Award: Terrence D. Jones,
President and CEO, Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the recipients of the 2012
Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce Out-
standing Corporate Citizenship Awards and in
thanking them for their many contributions that
have supported not only our high quality of life
but also the robust business community we
have in Fairfax County.

———

H.R. 5855, THE DHS
APPROPRIATIONS ACT

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in op-
position to H.R. 5855, the FY13 Homeland Se-
curity Appropriations bill. | regret that this bill,
especially during the amendment process on
the floor of the House, became a political foot-
ball. |1 hope that when the final bill emerges
from negotiations with the Senate and the
White House, it will reflect the will and prior-
ities of the American people.

Funding appropriated by H.R. 5855 is in-
tended to support and address the vital needs
of our men and women working to ensure the
country’s homeland security. The bill appro-
priates a total of $46 billion for the Department
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in FY 2013—including $39.1 billion in discre-
tionary spending, $1.4 billion in mandatory
spending, and $5.5 billion for emergency dis-
aster relief. The measure significantly in-
creases funding for FEMA state and local
grants and for Homeland cyber-security activi-
ties.

Despite these benefits, | have concerns
about how the bill disregards the mandates of
the Budget Control Act, how it treats civilian
employees at DHS and how the bill delves
into unprecedented territory regarding the re-
productive rights of women.

The spending caps set by the bi-partisan
Budget Control Act ensured that prioritized
programs could be funded adequately even as
discretionary reductions were achieved. The
harmful discretionary top-line set by the House
Republican budget, and facilitated by this bill,
threatens funding for other equally vital pro-
grams, threatens American jobs, and threat-
ens the services relied upon by our seniors
and our veterans.

Further, | am concerned that the bill does
not fund the .5 percent cost of living adjust-
ment provided as part of the president's FY13
budget request. Federal employees have al-
ready sacrificed $60 billion of salary over ten
years as part of the two-year pay freeze.
Starting in January 2013, new federal employ-
ees will contribute more to their pensions to
offset the $15 billion cost of Unemployment In-
surance Extension legislation. And with this
bill, federal employees are asked to give up
what was already a small .5% partial COLA.
This provision essentially extends for another
year the 2-year pay freeze currently covering
DHS employees.

Finally, 1 am disappointed by the passage
and inclusion in the bill of an amendment of-
fered by STEVE KING of lowa, which | opposed
and which prohibits the use of the funds in the
bill from being used to implement the so called
“Morton Memos.” The memos, written by ICE
Director Morton, provide a plan to deploy ICE
resources in the most cost effective manner.
Specifically, they provide guidance to ensure
that limited enforcement resources are fo-
cused primarily on criminals or other individ-
uals who pose a threat to national security or
public safety. The King amendment will pro-
hibit the department from exercising this com-
mon sense prosecutorial discretion. It would
force the Department to treat young people
who were brought to the United States as kids
and who have graduated from American
schools the same as individuals who know-
ingly broke immigration laws and who have
committed crimes in the United States. That
makes no sense.

Bringing a bill to the floor that cuts the re-
sources available to the men and women re-
sponsible for protecting the homeland security
of the Nation and then tying their hands with
unnecessary and ill-informed amendments is
counterproductive and undercuts the bill’s in-
tended purpose.
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CONGRATULATING THE DAVE
THOMAS FOUNDATION FOR
ADOPTION ON ITS 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the Dave Thomas Foundation for
Adoption on the occasion of its 20th anniver-
sary.

This foundation, established in 1992 by
Dave Thomas, has continuously strived to
help every child in foster care find a loving,
permanent family. It has dramatically in-
creased the number of adoptions, including
finding families for 3,000 children in the United
States foster care system, and for that | com-
mend them.

The Foundation shows its commitment to
the foster care system by awarding grants to
public and private adoption agencies all
across the country. As a founding member of
National Adoption Day, it has helped brighten
the lives of countless children.

Last years awarded grants totaled more
than $8 million and focused on supporting
adoption professionals who assist the longest-
waiting children from foster care into adoptive
families. This genuine program, Wendy’s Won-
derful Kids, has increased children’s likely
hood of being adopted by up to three times.

As an accredited charity of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau Wise Giving Alliance, Standards
for Excellence certified, the Foundation has re-
ceived the highest possible rating on Charity
Navigator, an exceptional honor.

For these reasons, | am proud to applaud
the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption for
representing Central Ohio through its extraor-
dinary contributions to the United States foster
care system.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE AND
SACRIFICE OF THE HMONG PI-
LOTS OF THE SECRET WAR IN
LAOS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Ms. McCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, during the
Vietnam War another “secret war” was taking
place in Laos with thousands of Hmong fight-
ers assisting the U.S. The Hmong who risked
their lives for the freedom of their country and
in the aid of the U.S. suffered tremendously as
they served with great courage.

This weekend in Maplewood, Minnesota, a
little known group of Hmong pilot veterans of
the secret war gathered and were recognized
by the U.S. Air Force in appreciation of their
heroism. Supported by the U.S., some 38
Hmong pilots were trained to fly counterinsur-
gency missions between 1967 and 1975. Sev-
enteen of those pilots are alive today and
were honored, along with posthumous awards
for 21 deceased colleagues, by Air Force
Chief of Staff, General Norton Schwartz.

I, too, would like to recognize and honor
those brave Hmong pilots who are living ex-
amples of courage, along with the pilots who
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sacrificed their lives. The secret war was a dif-
ficult and painful time for the Hmong people.
Today, decades later, Minnesota is the home
to many who lived through those years of war
and suffering. As Hmong Americans of all
generations contribute to making Minnesota
and the U.S. a stronger and more prosperous
land, we must never forget the service, sac-
rifice, and courage of the Hmong warriors who
fought on land and in the sky for freedom dur-
ing the secret war.

Again, | join in the recognition and remem-
brance of 38 Hmong pilots who risked their
lives for freedom.

———————

RECOGNIZING ROCKWELL MUSEUM
OF WESTERN ART

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the Rockwell Museum of Western Art
as the 29th District of New York's most re-
cently accredited museum. The Rockwell Mu-
seum was just awarded accreditation by the
American Association of Museums, the high-
est national recognition a museum can receive
for their commitment to public service and ex-
cellence in education.

The American Association of Museums
states that there are over 17,500 museums in
the United States and less than 800 are ac-
credited. These numbers would place the
Rockwell Museum of Western Art in a very
elite category and | am proud to represent this
museum.

The Rockwell Museum of Western Art in-
spires and educates people of all ages. Its vi-
sion inspires the staff to strive towards making
the museum a resource for study, knowledge,
and entertainment by local and national audi-
ences. | encourage everyone to stop in and
visit the Rockwell Museum next time you are
in Corning, New York.

CONGRATULATING JAMES FARR
HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Mr. James Farr of Rochester,
New York for his three-year appointment to
the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor
Commission. The Commission was estab-
lished by P.L. 106-554 to assist in the preser-
vation, maintenance and interpretation of the
historical, natural, cultural, scenic and rec-
reational resources of the Erie Canalway in
ways that reflect its national significance. |
nominated Jim for the Corridor's Commission
on August 25, 2011, and am delighted to have
a dedicated member of the Rochester commu-
nity represented on the Commission.

As an employee of the City of Rochester for
over 34 years, Jim’s passion for improving this
great area of New York will serve as an inte-
gral asset to the Commission. He has rep-
resented the city as a committee member on
both of the World Canal Conferences held in
Rochester and has also assisted with and at-
tended a number of the Canal Society of New
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