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CONGRATULATIONS TO MS. CHAR-
LOTTE LANDRETH-MELVILLE ON
HER 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to wish Ms. Charlotte Landreth-Melville, a resi-
dent of historic Bristol Borough in my home of
Bucks County, Pennsylvania a Happy Birthday
as she turns 90 on June 25th.

During her 90 years, Charlotte has seen six-
teen U.S. presidents take the oath of office,
has honorably served her country in World
War Il as a member of the Women Marines,
has traveled the world, and has started her
own small business. Charlotte has enjoyed
quite a healthy, exciting life.

Over the course of her life, she has climbed
to the peak of Mount Kilimanjaro, trekked
through the Sahara Desert, lived on a house-
boat in India and bicycled all across Europe.
One way or another, she still managed to find
time to remain active in her local community
as a contributor to the Bristol Pilot Newspaper.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to speak on
Charlotte’s behalf today, and | wish her the
very best on this momentous occasion. Char-
lotte’s free spirit and dedication to her country
and community make her a perfect role model
in today’s society. | wish her many more years
of good health, success and happiness.

———

HONORING THE OUTSTANDING CA-
REER OF RETIRING RED CROSS
OFFICIAL ARMOND MASCELLI

HON. MARK S. CRITZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to a son of southwestern Pennsylvania
and a tremendous public servant.

In 1971, a young man named Armond
Mascelli took the advice of his Scranton col-
lege professor and went to work for the Amer-
ican Red Cross. Four decades later, after a
distinguished career of philanthropic work that
has taken him to many different parts of the
world, Armond is set to retire from the Red
Cross as Vice President for Disaster Oper-
ations.

Over the last 41 years, Armond has served
on and directed numerous disaster relief oper-
ations throughout the United States, Puerto
Rico, Central America and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. He has also served on Red Cross as-
signments in South Vietnam, Thailand, Japan,
Canada, Mexico, Turkey and Guam.

Over his long career, there have been many
significant disasters and Armond remembers
them all, particularly the Johnstown, PA, flood
of 1977.

Any school child from my district can tell
you about the Great Johnstown Flood of 1889
caused by a dam failure which resulted in the
release of 20 million tons of water into Johns-
town. The flood killed more than 2,200 people
and was the first major disaster relief effort
handled by the American Red Cross, led by
Clara Barton.

But on July 20, 1977, a line of severe thun-
derstorms moved slowly over Johnstown,
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dropping a foot of rain on the city in only 12
hours. Small streams overflowed and several
dams failed, causing history to repeat itself.
Water tore through highways, homes, factories
and stores.

The death toll would eventually reach 85 as
a result of the flood. Property damage reached
about $300 million. Hundreds were left home-
less. Our town was once again reminded of its
tragic history, opening old wounds and inflict-
ing new ones. But not all of the stories from
this flood were sad.

The Red Cross and many other non-profit
agencies, State and Federal Governments,
and private individuals rushed to help with the
relief efforts. Armond Mascelli was a young
Red Cross disaster worker who had been as-
signed to the Johnstown relief operation for
more than a month when he met a young and
attractive Johnstown girl who was volunteering
for the Red Cross in the operations. Armond
and Kathy Lenzi were married 2 years later.

Armond was also assigned to the Three
Mile Island nuclear disaster near Harrisburg,
PA, in 1979, and was part of the task force at
Indiantown Gap near Lebanon, PA, helping
the more than 19,000 refugees brought there
during the Cuban Boat Lift in 1980 and 1981.

Armond has been part of the Red Cross re-
sponse to a number of major national and
international disasters over the past four dec-
ades, including hurricanes Hugo, Andrew,
Mitch and Katrina, the Loma Prieta and North
Ridge earthquakes and the 1993 flooding in
the Midwest. When the floods from Irene rav-
aged our State last year, Armond was in the
Red Cross Disaster Operations Center coordi-
nating the response.

When asked if it was ever difficult to stay in
a field that witnesses so much devastation
and sadness, he said the good work the Red
Cross does was motivation to stay in the job.

“Disaster is unfair, heartbreaking,” he said.
“Working for the Red Cross is an opportunity
to provide assistance to those in need. I've
met a ton of real interesting people—good
people—through my years with Red Cross.

“The people | work with really believe in the
principles of the Red Cross, the mission,” he
said. “And our volunteers—they amaze me.
It's neighbor helping neighbor. People in this
country want to help when something hap-
pens, it's part of their makeup.

“Part of being with the Red Cross is to
make it better. I'm passing this to someone
else for them to make improvements,”
Mascelli said. “The Red Cross is always look-
ing to the future, to change, to improve. We're
an old organization, but we’re still relevant. |
attribute that to our mission, our volunteers
and adapting to meet the changing needs of
those we serve.”

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Armond on his
upcoming retirement and salute his great serv-
ice to our Nation and to the American Red
Cross. He and his wife Kathy have my best
wishes as they transition into a new phase of
their life together.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH
ANNIVERSARY OF “TAPS”

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the 150th anniversary of the writing of

June 19, 2012

“Taps,” a song | have worked tirelessly here
in Congress to recognize as the National Song
of Remembrance for those who have served
our country.

Much like “The Star-Spangled Banner” and
“The Stars and Stripes Forever,” which were
born from the winds of war, “Taps” shares a
similar history. In July 1862, following the
Seven Days battles, Union General Daniel
Butterfield and bugler Oliver Willcox Norton
created “Taps” at Berkley Plantation, Virginia,
as a way to signal the end of daily military ac-
tivities. Since that time, “Taps” has become
known throughout the United States as part of
the military honors accorded at funerals, me-
morial services, and wreath ceremonies held
for members of the uniformed services and
veterans who have faithfully served our nation
during times of war and peace.

The designation of “Taps” as the National
Song of Remembrance is timely because the
150th anniversary of the writing of “Taps” will
be observed with events culminating this
month, June 2012, with a rededication of the
Taps Monument at Berkley Plantation, Vir-
ginia. | am proud that the House of Represent-
atives passed this language as a tribute to
honor those that have fallen in service of our
country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to vote on the following amendments to H.R.
5325 because | was attending an official event
in my home state of Minnesota with President
Obama.

On rollcall vote 306, | would
“no” on the Scalise Amendment.

On rollcall vote 307, | would
“no” on the King Amendment.

On rollcall vote 308, | would
“yes” on the Moran Amendment.

On rollcall vote 309, | would
“no” on the Hultgren Amendment.

On rollcall vote 310, | would
“no” on the Chaffetz Amendment.

On rollcall vote 311, | would have
“no” on the McClintock Amendment.

have voted
have voted
have voted
have voted
have voted

voted

On rollcall vote 312, | would have voted
“yes” on the Kaptur Amendment.

On rollcall vote 313, | would have voted
“yes” on the Tonko Amendment.

On rollcall vote 314, | would have voted
“yes” on the Hahn Amendment.

——

RECOGNIZING THE ADRIAN CITY

BAND ON THEIR 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. TIM WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Adrian City Band as they cele-
brate their 175th year of providing musical en-
tertainment to the community of Adrian, Michi-
gan.

The Adrian City Band is one of the oldest
continuously organized city bands in the
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United States, tracing their roots back to 1838.
Under the leadership of director Jim Rice, the
band of nearly 80 members recently kicked off
their weekly summer concert series, which will
feature eight performances with historical
themes.

In spite of the down economy and tight city
finances, the band members and leadership
have continued the tradition without pay, while
the community has supported the band
through financial donations.

Community bands are an American tradi-
tion, and for decades, the Adrian City Band
has offered a fine example of this civic pas-
time. The Adrian City Band will continue to en-
tertain and impress with a series of eight con-
certs this summer at the Trestle Park
bandshell, and they deserve recognition for
their dedication and sacrifice in bringing enter-
tainment to Southeast Michigan.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
June 18, 2012, | was unable to vote due to a
conflicting obligation in my district. Had | been
present, | would have voted as follows: on roll-
call No. 379, “yea”; on rollcall No. 380, “yea.”

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE VISITING
NURSE ASSOCIATION HEALTH
GROUP’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Visiting Nurse Association
(VNA) Health Group as its employees gather
to celebrate its 100th anniversary. VNA Health
Group members continue to exemplify out-
standing dedication to the promotion and res-
toration of the health status of community indi-
viduals. Their service is truly worthy of this
body’s recognition.

The Visiting Nurse Association Health
Group was established in 1912 in Lincroft,
New Jersey. Within its first decade, the organi-
zation completed a study of mentally handi-
capped children in public schools, launched
child welfare programs and established a mo-
bile health clinic to assist constituents through-
out Monmouth County, New Jersey. The orga-
nization adopted the name Monmouth County
Organization for Social Services (MCOSS) in
1918 and maintained their focus on improving
healthcare needs for women and children. The
agency acquired the Visiting Nurses Associa-
tion in Middlesex County in 1988 and ex-
panded their services to include the constitu-
ents of Middlesex County; later that year, the
New Jersey hospice care program was cer-
tified by Medicaid and served more than 1,500
patients and their families.

In December 1993, the organization adopt-
ed the name Visiting Nurse Association of
Central New Jersey; the new name allowed
for the establishment of a governing board
and the ability to raise funds on behalf of the
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organization. VNA of Central New Jersey later
joined with other organizations, including the
Visiting Nurse and Hospice Services and
Essex Valley Visiting Nurse Association, and
partnered with Robert Wood Johnson Univer-
sity Hospital to continue expanding their serv-
ice area. In 2011, VNA of Central New Jersey
affiliates and partners unified under the title
Visiting Nurse Association Health Group to
better reflect the organization’s growth. Today,
the organization and its employees continue to
personify compassionate, caring and patient-
centered services to constituents throughout
New Jersey.

VNA Health Group is New Jersey’s largest
non-profit community health provider of home
health, hospice and community services.
Today, the VNA remains a volunteer organiza-
tion that assists over 100,000 individuals
throughout New Jersey each vyear. VNA
Health Group is accredited by the Community
Health Accreditation Program, Inc. and con-
tinues to provide outstanding in-home services
including certified home health aide services,
pediatric care, rehabilitative therapy, palliative
care, tele-health monitoring, geriatric care
management, companion homemaker serv-
ices, and nutritional counseling. As a result of
their outstanding efforts, VNA Health Group is
the proud recipient of the New York Times
Tribute to Nurses Award and the New Jersey
Hospice and Palliative Care Association
Award, among others.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
celebrating the Visiting Nurse Association
Health Group’s 100th Anniversary. The organi-
zation has provided exquisite services to con-
stituents throughout Monmouth County and
New Jersey.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on June
18, 2012, | was unable to vote on rollcall vote
380. Had | been present | would have voted
“yea” on passage of S. 404.

TRIBUTE TO FRANCES PRESTON
HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am joined by
my colleagues Congressmen STEVE COHEN,
JiIM COOPER, MARSHA BLACKBURN, JERROLD
NADLER, HOWARD COBLE, LAMAR SMITH, BAR-
NEY FRANK, and JOHN CONYERS to honor the
life and memory of one of the First Ladies of
American music, Frances W. Preston, the
former president and Chief Executive Officer
of Broadcast Music Inc. (BMI).

Frances Preston was a trailblazer who
opened up doors of opportunity for a new gen-
eration of female executives in the music and
entertainment industries. No barriers stopped
Frances in advocating for songwriters’ rights,
and on Capitol Hill, her tireless advocacy was
critical in protecting the music industry. Her
counsel was indispensible and we sought it
often.
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The business acumen of Frances Preston
was exceeded only by her charisma and
charm, and by the respect, affection and admi-
ration her colleagues and peers had for her.
She was lauded for her empathy and for the
gracious manner in which she treated every
person, from the hottest star to the humblest
worker. She was an exceptional executive,
leader, role model and friend.

With Frances at its head, BMI grew to rep-
resent over 300,000 American and foreign
songwriters, composers and music publishers
in licensing music, and collecting and distrib-
uting royalties from play on radio and in tele-
vision, films, ads and other media. Its artists
represent all types of music and its catalog
contains 4.5 million works. During her 18
years as president, its revenue grew more
than three times to more than $625 million.

BMI has become an internationally re-
spected leader and a unique success story as
the entertainment industry has been trans-
formed by digital technology and globalization.
Sensitive to the changing world of music,
Frances focused on domestic licensing, for-
eign performing rights, legislation for fair com-
pensation for writers and publishers, and
copyright protection.

Frances joined BMI in 1958 after working in
music and broadcasting in Nashville. She
opened BMI's regional office there, and led
her company to preeminence in the South,
signing writers and publishers with roots in
both country and other types of music.

In 1964, the year the Nashville BMI building
opened on Music Row, Frances became a
vice president of BMl—reportedly, the first
woman corporate executive in Tennessee.

She has often been called a trailblazer in
the music business but Frances was also a
trailblazer among women. She was the first
woman Rotarian in the State of Tennessee.
She was the first woman to work with the Na-
tional Chamber of Commerce. She was one of
the first four women—and the first business-
woman—to be invited to join the Friars Club in
New York and the first woman to serve on
their board of governors.

Frances was an industry pioneer and a
compassionate humanitarian who touched the
lives of many people, and she will be sorely
missed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2012
Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker on rollcall No.

310, | was absent due to a family matter. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yes.”

———

EXPRESSING REGRET FOR PAS-
SAGE OF LAWS ADVERSELY AF-
FECTING THE CHINESE IN THE
UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. JUDY BIGGERT

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2012

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of House Resolution 683. This
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