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Winnipesaukee has been shared with thou-
sands of visitors thanks to the M/S Mount 
Washington. 

The M/S Mount Washington is truly one of 
New Hampshire’s greatest treasures and con-
tinues to be one of the state’s leading tourist 
attractions in the Lakes Region and for Weirs 
Beach. The daily in season tours give visitors 
the chance to view firsthand the beauty and 
majesty of Lake Winnipesaukee. With the abil-
ity to hold 1250 passengers, the ‘‘Mount’’ has 
also been a popular venue for parties, wed-
dings and various celebrations. Today Mount 
Washington Cruises is owned and operated by 
local individuals ensuring that this fine vessel 
and her operations maintain in New Hamp-
shire and are run by New Hampshire’s great 
citizens. 

I congratulate the owners, officers and crew 
of the Mount Washington Cruises for their 
continued success and their dedication to 
maintain the great legacy of the M/S Mount 
Washington here in the Granite State. I wish 
you all the best for continued success in the 
future. 
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RECOGNIZING BISHOP T.D. JAKES 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2012 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize Bishop 
T.D. Jakes, senior pastor and evangelist at 
The Potter’s House in Dallas. The Potter’s 
House is not only a house of worship, but a 
global humanitarian organization with over 
30,000 members, which Bishop Jakes has 
faithfully served for more than 15 years. As 
well as celebrating a career in service with 
over 35 years of ministry, Bishop Jakes also 
celebrates his 55th birthday this month. 

During an event in his honor this month, 
Bishop Jakes was joined by various church 
members, celebrities, and dignitaries in Dallas 
for a spiritual celebration of his 35 years of ac-
complishments in the ministry. The event, ti-
tled ‘‘Triumphant Journey,’’ highlighted Bishop 
Jakes’ contributions to his congregants and 
supporters as a pastor, author, and husband. 

Few people have the ability and the calling 
to lead such a great following into a life of de-
votion and compassion. Yet, Bishop Jakes has 
devoted his efforts in his commitment to help-
ing the needy, and empowering the disillu-
sioned. Through his ministerial work, Bishop 
Jakes has used his talents to unite tens of 
thousands of North Texans under a united 
spiritual cause. Harnessing the generosity of 
his congregation, Bishop Jakes continues to 
lead a commanding effort to better his com-
munity, and bring humanitarian assistance to 
other parts of the world. 

Mr. Speaker, faith-based leaders and the 
powerful following they command serve as 
powerful tools in the furthering of altruism, and 
the building of strong communities. Bishop 
Jakes is a unifying force in North Texas, and 
his contributions to the faith-based community 
are undeniable. I commend Bishop Jakes for 
his leadership, and wish The Potter’s House 
continued success in its pursuit of a better un-
derstanding of the faith. 

A TRIBUTE TO COACH FINLEY 
READ 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2012 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a truly outstanding North Caro-
linian, Finley Read, of Lumberton, North Caro-
lina. Coach Read has dedicated over twenty 
years coaching and administrative work Lum-
berton High School, which is my alma mater. 
Coach Read deserves to be honored here 
today for his tireless contribution to the com-
munity of Lumberton. I ask that you join me in 
recognizing his long and remarkable career. 

Coach Read enrolled and graduated from 
NC State University, where he was active in 
the football program. His impressive record 
during this time was interrupted only to serve 
our country in the U.S. Army. After returning to 
Lumberton, Coach Read became a high 
school teacher and multi-sport coach for the 
Lumberton Pirates, where he remained for two 
decades. In addition to his role as an adminis-
trator, Coach Read has bettered his commu-
nity in countless ways. Through his leadership 
in football, baseball, and basketball, Coach 
Read has touched the lives of many Lum-
berton High students. He has been quite influ-
ential in our community, where he is known for 
his integrity and kindness. 

Recently, the loss of long-time colleague 
and close friend, Coach Alton ‘‘Turmey’’ 
Brooks, left a hole in the lives of Lumberton 
High School students. His passing galvanized 
the community to honor Coach Brooks, which 
in turn has reminded us of the quiet, humble 
integrity of Coach Finley Read. His award 
today from the community of Lumberton 
comes in the form of a pirate ship, in recogni-
tion of his winning leadership for the Lum-
berton Pirates. His friends, former colleagues, 
and students from all walks of life have come 
together to praise him for role as a successful 
mentor, devout Christian, loving husband, and 
dedicated father. 

I have known Coach Read all of my life, and 
I have personally witnessed and experienced 
Coach Read’s powerful and positive influence 
in many different settings—from teaching me 
and other youngsters how to swim at 
Woodside Pool when I was in the third grade, 
to his giving me the opportunity to serve as 
Manager of the Pirates baseball team while I 
was in high school, to my work with him as a 
fellow Elder in our home church, First Pres-
byterian, in Lumberton. Coach Read, his wife 
Ruth, and all of his children, Kathy, Carey, 
and Allison, are dear friends that my family 
and I have long-known and respected. 

Mr. Speaker, Coach Finley Read has 
mentored students in Robeson County for 
decades. As Co-founder and Co-Chairman of 
the Congressional Caucus on Youth Sports, I 
especially appreciate the work Coach Finley 
Read has done to make our community a bet-
ter and healthier place. I wish Coach Read 
and his family God’s richest blessings, and I 
ask that you join me today in recognition of his 
impressive career. 

RECOGNIZING BARBARA 
WILLIAMS-SKINNER 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2012 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. Bar-
bara Williams-Skinner, who is being honored 
by President Obama as a Champion for 
Change. Dr. Williams-Skinner is being com-
mended for her dedication to addressing the 
needs of low-income men and boys. 

Dr. Williams-Skinner has worked tirelessly 
through her organization, the Skinner Leader-
ship Institute, to promote leadership building 
and evangelism. The organization prides itself 
in its holistic approach, which builds moral 
character, technical skills, and spiritual growth. 
Using this approach, the organization trains 
youth, ministry, and political leaders. Her work 
with young men, in particular, highlights the 
importance that she places on fatherhood 
within the family. 

As former Executive Director of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, Dr. Williams-Skinner 
helped to coordinate the Congressional Black 
Caucus Prayer Breakfast, which today attracts 
leaders from across the Nation. Since 1992, 
she has worked through the Leadership Insti-
tute to empower the communities around her. 
She has helped to train up-and-coming lead-
ers, many of whom are today the stalwarts of 
their communities. The Skinner Leadership In-
stitute hosts bi-weekly prayer walks through 
the halls of Congress, and its African Amer-
ican Leadership seminars have helped to fos-
ter a sense of community among African 
American leaders. Dr. Williams-Skinner has 
also served as a board member of Operation 
Push, the Christian Community Development 
Association, and the Neighborhood Learning 
Center. 

Mr. Speaker, the work of faith-based leaders 
should not go unnoticed. Dr. Williams-Skin-
ner’s commitment to cultivating spiritual matu-
rity and public service has shaped leaders that 
help to reconcile the spiritual, moral, and tech-
nical needs of our country. These leaders will 
help build strong communities. Her work not 
only benefits today’s leaders, but helps to se-
cure leaders of the future. Her accomplish-
ments and contributions to our Nation are in-
disputable. I applaud Dr. Williams-Skinner’s 
leadership, and I wish her continued success 
with the Skinner Leadership Institute. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA’S BE-
LOVED WENDELL GRIFFITH 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2012 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today to recognize the life 
and service of Northwest Florida’s beloved 
Wendell Griffith. 

For nearly 25 years, Wendell Griffith was a 
constant presence on the campus of North-
west Florida State College. As a professor of 
United States and World History, Mr. Griffith 
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had a unique personal teaching style that in-
spired his students to engage with history and 
learn invaluable life lessons. A true patriot, Mr. 
Griffith served his country honorably in the 
United States Marine Corps and his reverence 
for our Constitution guided both his service to 
our nation and the community. 

Mr. Griffith was remembered by students 
and colleagues alike as a truly world class 
story teller. By framing historical events in this 
unique context, he was able to reach thou-
sands of students and instill in them a true 
and full appreciation of history and of the im-
portance of historical events and documents. 
Mr. Griffith was also an ardent follower of poli-
tics, and he bestowed upon his students an 
appreciation for the importance of participating 
in American democracy. 

Mr. Griffith was also a loving and committed 
husband, father and friend. He is survived by 
his wife, Sara Lynn, his three sons, Edward, 
Brett and Lucas, his two grandchildren, Na-
than and James, and scores of friends, col-
leagues and students. To some, Wendell Grif-
fith will be remembered as an inspiring teach-
er, to others as a true American patriot. To his 
family and friends, he will be remembered as 
a loyal and caring family man. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, it gives me great pride to honor the 
life of Wendell Griffith. My wife Vicki joins me 
in extending our most sincere condolences to 
the entire Griffith family. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MR. RALPH 
POTTER 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2012 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise with sor-
row today following the passing of Ralph Pot-
ter of Fayetteville, North Carolina. Mr. Potter 
was a proprietor of almost fifty restaurants in 
the Carolinas, beloved member of the commu-
nity, devoted family man, dear friend, and ef-
fective public servant. Mr. Potter passed away 
on June 2, 2012 at the age of 75, and he will 
be dearly missed. 

Ralph Potter grew up in Wilmington, at-
tended New Hanover High School, and then 
enrolled at UNC-Chapel Hill, where he was 
the first in his family to graduate from college. 
He went on to earn his juris doctor from UNC 
School of Law, which he would later use to 
serve his community as the president of the 
state restaurant association. His strong work 
ethic and intelligence helped earn him the 
Methodist University’s Entrepreneur and Busi-
nessman of the Year award, and his res-
taurants can now be found throughout North 
and South Carolina. Outside of business, Mr. 
Potter was devoted to his family, to his church 
and his community, and he will long remain a 
well-known and influential figure in Fayette-
ville. 

Mr. Potter was very active in the American 
Hellenic Educational Progressive Association 
as a reflection of his proud Greek heritage, 
and supported education efforts through his 
such as the Ira Douglas Potter Memorial and 
Ralph M. Potter Scholarship Funds at UNC, 
as well as a scholarship fund at Salem Col-
lege. He pushed for the creation of the first 
Cumberland County Public library, along with 

his roles at the board of trustees of Fayette-
ville Academy and ARC of Cumberland Coun-
ty. He always worked hard to address commu-
nity challenges in Fayetteville, and always did 
so with humor and kindness. 

Mr. Potter was also recognized for his deep 
faith in Christ, and was active at Saints Con-
stantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church. 
There he taught Bible study, established the 
Paris and Potter Endowment Fund for the 
church, and became a godfather for the 
church at its consecration. We know today 
that he is resting at home in peace and joy 
with his Savior. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Potter was a personal 
friend of mine and I have the utmost respect 
for his integrity, business acumen and his 
strong commitment to church and community. 
May we never forget the goodness, humility, 
service, and character that defined his life. He 
is survived by his wife, Dena Fasul Potter, son 
Nicholas D. Potter, daughter Rebecca Cooke 
and numerous grandchildren, cousins, nieces 
and nephews. May God continue to bless all 
of his loved ones, the work he did, and the 
greatness that he inspired within all who knew 
him. 
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DEPORTATION EXEMPTION FOR 
IMMIGRANT ALIENS 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2012 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, like many Ameri-
cans, I was taken aback by the Administra-
tion’s announcement last week that it would 
decline to enforce the law when it comes to 
the deportation of illegal aliens who were 
brought to our Nation as young children. 

I believe that the president is wrong on this 
issue—as wrong as he can be. 

We are a Nation of immigrants. We take 
pride in our immigrant roots. Southern West 
Virginia has a proud history of immigrant fami-
lies and workers who migrated to the coal 
fields to live and work. 

For every immigrant who came to this coun-
try legally, abiding by the process and respect-
ing the law, this action is a slap in the face. 
For the immigration and border security offi-
cers, who are working and risking their lives to 
enforce the law, this announcement is a slap 
in the face. For the American workers who will 
be forced to compete for American jobs 
against immigrant aliens, this announcement 
is a slap in the face. 

I share the frustration of many Americans in 
the stubborn refusal of the House Republican 
Majority in not taking action on critical legisla-
tion—a long-term surface transportation, budg-
et and appropriations bills, and a host of expir-
ing laws that run the gamut from tax breaks, 
to Medicare payments to our hospitals and 
health providers, to critical government pro-
grams; all of which are undermining con-
fidence in the Congress as an institution and 
acting as deadweight on job creation and 
growth. To some extent, one could even argue 
the Congress has invited this executive action 
by refusing to act to strengthen our Nation’s 
borders and immigration enforcement. 

But, a chief executive’s decision, to bypass 
the Congress and refuse to implement the 
law, is unacceptable. It may make for good 

politics in some quarters of our Nation, but it 
sets a terrible and dangerous precedent. 

The Constitution requires the president to 
enforce the law. It authorizes the president to 
recommend changes to the law. It does not— 
does not—permit the president to selectively 
choose which laws to enforce. 

The Congress must disabuse the president 
and every future president of the notion that 
laws with which the executive branch dis-
agrees can be ignored. More important than 
party, and more important than presidential 
politics, must be the upholding of the Constitu-
tion and seeing to it that the laws are faithfully 
executed. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF WILLIE J. O’NEAL 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2012 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and service of Mr. Willie 
J. O’Neal who passed on June 12, 2012 at the 
age of 74. Mr. O’Neal, known to his family and 
friends as ‘‘Deacon Bill,’’ was an esteemed 
member of the Northwest Florida community, 
a proud veteran, and a dedicated servant of 
God. I am humbled to commemorate his life. 

Born in 1937, Deacon Bill enlisted in the 
United States Air Force, retiring at the rank of 
Chief Master Sergeant. Upon retirement from 
the Air Force, he continued to serve his coun-
try in the civil service. Earlier this month, Dea-
con Bill celebrated his 20th year as a deacon 
at Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church in 
Niceville, Florida. He spent his days as a fix-
ture at the Eglin Air Force Base Exchange 
(BX) ministering to countless people from his 
favorite booth at the BX Starbucks. Deacon 
Bill was a mentor to some, a minister to many, 
and a friend to all. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to recognize the life 
and dedicated service of Willie J. ‘‘Deacon 
Bill’’ O’Neal. My wife Vicki and I offer our pray-
ers for his children, Monica, Steven, and Mark, 
five grandchildren, Melony, Ethan, Clare, 
Grace and Matthew, and their entire family. 
He will truly be missed by all of us throughout 
the community. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ALTON G. 
‘‘TUNNEY’’ BROOKS 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2012 

Mr. MCINTYRE Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Alton G. ‘‘Tunney’’ Brooks, a 
long-serving coach and athletic director at 
Lumberton High School, my own alma mater. 
Coach Brooks was an irreplaceable mentor for 
many students in our community, a devoted 
family man, and a dear friend. Coach Brooks 
passed away on the morning of May 4, 2012, 
after a three-year battle with lung cancer, and 
he will be deeply missed. 

Driven by a strong love for his community 
and a deep investment in its youth, Coach 
Brooks coached numerous sports during his 
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