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TESLA MILLER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Tesla Miller 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Tesla Miller is 
a 12th grader at Arvada West High and re-
ceived this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Tesla Miller 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Tesla Miller for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING ARLENE LOWENSTEIN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, Arlene 
Lowenstein began volunteering for Jewish 
causes as a pre-teen by standing outside of 
E.J. Korvettes on Central Avenue in 
Scarsdale, collecting funds for Israel during 
the Six-Day War. She has not ceased her 
support of Israel. 

Arlene is now Fleetwood Synagogue’s 
Treasurer and Finance Committee Chair. 
Fleetwood Synagogue is an organization that 
relies almost entirely on volunteers and 
Arlene’s duties include many that are normally 
done by an organization’s staff, including bill-
ing members, paying bills, banking, reporting 
tax and donation information, and maintaining 
the synagogue’s contact lists. 

She treats her volunteering activities with 
absolute seriousness, and ensures that what-
ever tasks she undertakes are done accu-
rately and in a timely manner. She does not 
limit herself to just the financial aspects of the 
synagogue. She has worked on the dinner 
committee for years, and is particularly adept 
at editing written material sent out by the syn-
agogue. 

During the ten years her daughter Tovah at-
tended Stein Yeshiva, Arlene served as the 
PTA President. In 1993, Arlene and her hus-
band, Jack, were the first parents ever hon-
ored at the school’s testimonial dinner. 

Arlene was also active in Rena Hadassah in 
Mount Vernon, where she chaired the annual 
Camp Fair which was the organization’s most 
successful fundraiser. She received the 
‘‘Hands of Healing’’ award from the West-
chester Hadassah Region in 1993. 

Arlene grew up in Yonkers, and is a product 
of Lincoln Park Jewish Center. She spent a 
year studying at Hebrew University in Jeru-
salem and is a graduate of Barnard College. 
After graduate school at CUNY, she worked 

as a computer programmer and a proof read-
er, before her current profession—Travel 
Agent. She is the manager of Transland Trav-
el Bureau, a family-owned business. Arlene’s 
husband is Co-President of Fleetwood Syna-
gogue. Her daughter is an English teacher at 
the Moriah School in Englewood, New Jersey. 
Arlene’s dedication to Fleetwood Synagogue 
is apparent to all who know her. 

I join with Fleetwood Synagogue in honoring 
Arlene Lowenstein for the good work she has 
done in the community for so many years. 
She is a living mitzvah. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MASTER SERGEANT 
CHILDS 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. ROSS of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a true patriot who died in serv-
ice to this great country. On May 4, 2012, 
Master Sergeant Gregory L. Childs died of a 
non-combat related illness at the age of 38 in 
Kabul Province, Afghanistan, in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. 

Master Sergeant Childs was raised in War-
ren, Arkansas, where he graduated from War-
ren High School in 1992. After graduation, he 
joined the United States Army where he 
served his country with honor for 20 years, 
traveling to Bosnia, Germany, Columbia, and 
two tours to Afghanistan. He excelled through 
the ranks of the Non-Commissioned Officer 
(NCO) Corps and earned the rank of Master 
Sergeant (MSG), one of the highest ranks you 
can receive in the U.S. Army NCO Corps. At 
the time of his death, Master Sergeant Childs 
was assigned to the Defense Logistics Agen-
cy, Administrative Support Center, Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia. 

Although I never had the honor to meet 
Master Sergeant Childs, on behalf of the State 
of Arkansas, I extend my sincere condolences 
to his family, friends and all who knew him for 
this devastating loss. 

Master Sergeant Childs is survived by his 
daughter, Kourtlan Iman Childs of Arlington, 
Texas; his mother, Eula Childs of Warren, 
Ark.; his brother, Shawn Childs of Little Rock, 
Ark.; a grandmother, Maola Jones of Hermit-
age, Ark.; a fiancée, Jewele Johnson of Co-
lumbia, SC; best friends Chad Mingo of 
Shreveport, LA, and Alonzo Hampton of Bowl-
ing Green, KY, as well as a host of other rel-
atives, friends, and soldiers. 

When we think of true heroes, we think of 
brave Americans like Master Sergeant Childs 
who risk everything to defend freedom and 
serve this great country. We will always be 
grateful for his selfless sacrifice and he will be 
deeply missed by all who knew him. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to his family and 
friends during this very difficult time. We are 
who we are as a nation because of patriots 
like Master Sergeant Childs. 

Today, I ask all Members of Congress to 
join me as we honor the life of Master Ser-
geant Gregory L. Childs and his legacy, as 
well as each man and woman in our Armed 
Forces, and all of those in harm’s way, who 
give the ultimate sacrifice in service to this 
great country. We owe them our eternal grati-
tude. 

HONORING WILLIAM EDWARD 
SAXTON 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the extraordinary life of William Ed-
ward Saxton and to mourn him upon his pass-
ing at the age of 86. 

Born in Hazel Park, Michigan on March 14, 
1926 to Dean and Margaret Saxton, Bill grad-
uated from Plymouth High School, where he 
met his future wife Valerie, in 1944. He served 
honorably in the U.S. Navy during World War 
II and went on to study business management 
and engineering at the University of Michigan, 
graduating in the late 1940’s. Bill and Valerie 
married in the summer of 1947. Taking the 
reins from his father, Bill became the owner 
and operator of Saxton’s Garden Center, an 
83-year-old family business in Plymouth, 
Michigan. A historical cornerstone of Plym-
outh’s pedestrian friendly downtown located at 
Ann Arbor Trail and Penniman, the former 
Saxton’s Feed Company once served as a 
stop on the Underground Railroad. 

Under Bill’s knowledgeable and forthright 
leadership, Saxton’s Feed Company 
transitioned from farm-supply and livestock 
feed to Saxton’s Garden Center as farms gave 
way to subdivisions. Bill became active in the 
Plymouth Community and the Plymouth 
Chamber of Commerce. Saxton’s is a peren-
nial sponsor of the Plymouth Ice Festival, Art 
in the Park and many other downtown events. 
Kellogg Park borders Saxton’s just to the west 
and has become a focal point of the commu-
nity thanks to the generosity of patrons like Bill 
Saxton. 

Sadly, on June 4, 2012, Bill succumbed to 
his second battle with cancer and passed from 
this earthly world to his eternal reward. He is 
survived by his beloved wife of nearly 65 
years, Valerie and his precious children Alan, 
Craig and Christopher. Reuniting in eternity 
with his adored daughter Karin, Bill will long 
be remembered by grandchildren NicheIle, 
Lauren, Christopher and Sarah. He leaves a 
legacy in his cherished great grandchild Con-
nor and will be sorely missed by his treasured 
siblings Dean and Margaret. 

Mr. Speaker, William Saxton will be long re-
membered as a dedicated husband, father, 
grandfather, veteran, legendary businessman, 
philanthropist, community leader and above all 
as a friend. Bill was a man who deeply treas-
ured his family, friends, community and his 
country. Today, as we bid Bill Saxton farewell, 
I ask my colleagues to join me in mourning his 
passing and honoring his unwavering patriot-
ism and legendary service to our community 
and our country. 

f 

SHYANNE SWARTWOOD 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Shyanne 
Swartwood for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
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Shyanne Swartwood is a 10th grader at Jeffer-
son County Open School and received this 
award because her determination and hard 
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties. 

The dedication demonstrated by Shyanne 
Swartwood is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Shyanne Swartwood for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all her future 
accomplishments. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Obama took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $15,734,596,578,458.59. We’ve 
added $5,107,719,529,545.51 to our debt in 
just over 3 years. This is debt our Nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 

On this day in 1776, Richard Henry Lee of 
Virginia proposed to the Continental Congress 
a resolution calling for a Declaration of Inde-
pendence. We have squandered our inde-
pendence by shackling ourselves with this na-
tional debt. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NASHVILLE 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
salute the Nashville International Airport, an 
ambassador for Music City. 

On June 12, 1937, Nashville’s airport offi-
cially opened as Berry Field in honor of Colo-
nel Harry S. Berry, state administrator for the 
Works Progress Administration. It became a 
military base during World War II for the 4th 
Ferrying Command, and later returned to pas-
senger service with rapid growth and high de-
mand. In 1988, it was renamed the Nashville 
International Airport to reflect its new status as 
a hub for Tennessee air transportation. 

Over the years, BNA has evolved into a 
state-of-the-art facility connecting the Nashville 
area with the rest of the world serving nearly 
10 million passengers a year. As a leader in 
airport innovation, BNA was one of the first 
commercial airports to have a master plan and 
is now one of twelve airports in the FAA’s 
Sustainable Master Plan Pilot Program. 

BNA is not just an airport, it’s an experi-
ence. It welcomes visitors with gracious south-

ern hospitality and country twang. Its unique 
design offers a taste of Music City with live 
music, shops and restaurants showcasing our 
Tennessee flavor. It not only provides excel-
lent service to its customers and employees, it 
is an important partner in our community. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege today 
to salute the Nashville International Airport for 
its 75 years of dedicated service to our citi-
zens and our community, and for promoting 
higher standards in airport service. I am grate-
ful for the contributions BNA provides not only 
to Nashville, but to travelers around the world. 

f 

SHANNIA TILLER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Shannia Tiller 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Shannia Tiller 
is a 12th grader at Jefferson Senior High and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Shannia 
Tiller is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Shannia Tiller for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING THE PEOPLE OF 
AMERICA’S LOG CABIN INDUSTRY 

HON. REID J. RIBBLE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize America’s log cabin industry as a 
quintessential symbol of the American pio-
neering spirit, embodying America’s strength 
and ingenuity. 

Log cabins, whether used for recreation or 
as primary residences, are economically sus-
tainable, reducing waste and employing mate-
rials that put Mother Nature’s beauty at center 
stage. The industry is experiencing renewed 
growth, exporting this American icon to na-
tions from Germany to China. 

Log cabin production directly supports thou-
sands of jobs from builders to sales profes-
sionals, as well as the housing market, lending 
institutions, and many others. The people of 
this industry are hard-working, charitable, and 
deserving of recognition for their centuries of 
accomplishment. 

IN HONOR OF U.S. ARMY SPE-
CIALIST VILMAR GALARZA HER-
NANDEZ 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Specialist Vilmar Galarza Her-
nandez, U.S. Army. On May 26, 2012, this na-
tive of Salinas, California was killed in his sec-
ond combat tour in Afghanistan. It is with great 
sadness to note that Specialist Galarza was 
only twenty-one years old and married just two 
months ago. In his all too short life, he made 
a lasting impact on his family, friends, com-
rades, and community. Specialist Galarza ex-
emplified valor and duty, and will be remem-
bered as an American hero. 

On October 7, 1990, Vilmar Galarza Her-
nandez was born to Pedro and Gregoria 
Galarza, Mexican immigrant farmworkers. 
Vilmar grew up in Salinas, California, a thriv-
ing agricultural community. The famed author 
John Steinbeck called this community ‘‘the val-
ley of the world,’’ a reference to the workers 
who came to scratch out a living from the 
earth. Vilmar’s parents instilled in him and his 
two siblings, Rubi and Marvin, the principles of 
the American dream: that with hard work and 
determination any opportunity was for their 
taking. 

After graduating from Everett Alvarez High 
School, Vilmar choose the noble path of enlist-
ing in the United States Army. In the Army, he 
was assigned to the 4th Battalion, 23rd Infan-
try Regiment, 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team, 2nd Infantry Division. Vilmar was 
known by his command ‘‘as a rock that you 
could lean on.’’ His company commander, 
Captain Brandon Wohldschlegel, said that 
Vilmar was ‘‘the model soldier.’’ The Army 
awarded Specialist Galarza the Bronze Star, 
Purple Heart, and Army Good Conduct medals 
as well as campaign ribbons for service in Af-
ghanistan. 

Vilmar was destined to achieve great suc-
cess for himself as he sought to make a better 
life for his family. He grew up in a neighbor-
hood with few advantages, but succeeded in 
spite of the challenges. Vilmar was a fighter 
and a visionary who struggled against the 
odds and persevered to follow his dreams. On 
March 28, 2012, just two weeks before his 
second deployment, he realized a dream 
when he married his sweetheart Margarita 
Contreras. It is heartbreaking to know that 
Vilmar’s dreams were not all fulfilled, but his 
spirit will live on in the hearts of all those who 
loved him. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak on behalf of 
the entire House in extending the Nation’s 
deepest sympathies to Specialist Vilmar 
Galarza Hernandez’s parents Pedro and 
Gregoria Galarza, his siblings Rubi and Marvin 
Galarza, his wife Margarita Contreras-Galarza, 
and his extending family, friends, and com-
rades. He will be missed, but we will never 
forget him. 
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