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IN HONOR OF TOM AND BEVERLY
JELEPIS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Tom and Beverly Jelepis, the former
Mayor of Bay Village, Ohio and his wife.

Tom Jelepis was the Mayor of Bay Village
from 1994 to 2000. In August of 2010, Tom
was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
After ten months of treatment, Tom is now
cancer-free. However, the experience left his
wife, Beverly, overwhelmed with the respon-
sibilities of maintaining a home, a family, and
also their real estate business. Friends and
Bay Village residents were eager to help the
former mayor and his family by providing them
with food, lawn care services, and other day-
to-day needs for which they no longer had
time. The couple realized how difficult a can-
cer diagnosis must be for people without such
support, and was deeply thankful for the gen-
erosity of their friends and neighbors during
their difficult time.

Tom and Beverly have decided to establish
an organization called Friends From the Start
that will provide the same basic services for
other cancer patients. The organization’s
website will include links to businesses that
are willing to offer their services for free or a
reduced cost to people with cancer. Friends
From the Start will be run by volunteers and
will also have volunteers present to personally
assist the patients.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Tom and Beverly Jelepis, a couple
familiar with the hardships of cancer who are
dedicated to maintaining the quality of life for
their neighbors should they battle this terrible
disease.

——————

GRACE APOSTOLIC CHURCH’S 65
YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in cele-
bration of Grace Apostolic Church’s 65 years
of service in the community of Joplin, Mis-
souri.

Grace Apostolic Church was founded in
1947, by the late Irving Baxter Sr. It was origi-
nally located at 16th and Pearl Street. In 1948,
an Army chapel was picked from Fort Crowder
and moved to the location on 15th and Pearl,
where the church remained until 1967. In
1957, Reverend William J Garrett assumed
the pastorship.

In 1966, land was acquired at 2601 Con-
necticut, where the new facility was built. The
new building at 26th and Connecticut was
dedicated in 1967 and Elder Wiliam Garrett
served as Pastor for 52 years. In 2009, Dr.
Gary W. Garrett assumed pastoral duties.

A major remodeling project was started by
Pastor Garrett and has transformed this prop-
erty.

Grace Apostolic Church has impacted the
Joplin area for 65 years and is a purpose-driv-
en church. The vision of Grace Church is to
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help people, restore lives and families, and
help meet the needs of the families that are
hurting.

On May 22, 2011, Grace Church became a
refuge for many who sought shelter, just min-
utes before the storm ravaged the city. Having
been blessed by God and escaping the full im-
pact of the storm, Grace Church stood and
continually provided shelter, food, and encour-
agement to those in need.

Grace Church has an illustrious history of
65 years of service in Joplin, and has provided
spiritual guidance for thousands of people
spanning nearly seven decades. Grace
Church has been blessed to serve Joplin and
the surrounding communities.

———

HONORING LANCE CORPORAL
JEFFREY KNIGHT

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, | am hum-
bled today to recognize Lance Corporal Jef-
frey Knight for his service to our country.
Lance Corporal Knight was a combat engineer
for the United States Marine Corps, who was
severely injured while serving in Afghanistan
in June of 2011, resulting in the loss of both
legs and one hand. Currently undergoing
treatment at Brooke Army Medical Center,
Lance Corporal Knight takes great pride in the
fact that no other soldier was hurt under his
watch.

Thanks to the selfless sacrifice of Lance
Corporal Knight and others like him, my chil-
dren will sleep in a safer and freer America to-
night. As a father, as a congressman, and as
an American, | am honored to offer this small
token of gratitude to Lance Corporal Knight for
his brave service to our nation. As Ronald
Reagan once said, “We will always remember,
we will always be proud, we will always be
ready, so we may always be free.”

On behalf of the constituents of the Fifth
District of Texas, | extend prayers and best
wishes to LCpl Knight for a speedy recovery.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO THE 2012 ELLIS IS-
LAND MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPI-
ENTS

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the 2012 recipients of
the coveted Ellis Island Medal of Honor. Pre-
sented annually by the National Ethnic Coali-
tion (NECO), the Ellis Island Medal of Honor
pays tribute to our Nation’s immigrant herit-
age, as well as individual achievement. The
medals are awarded to U.S. citizens from var-
ious ethnic backgrounds who exemplify out-
standing qualities in both their personal and
professional lives, while continuing to preserve
the richness of their particular heritage. We
honor these outstanding individuals because
they create a better world for all of us in the
future by the work they do today. Since the
Medal’s founding in 1986, more than 2,000
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American citizens have received Ellis Island
Medals of Honor, including six American
Presidents, several United States Senators,
Congressmen, Nobel Laureates, outstanding
athletes, artists, clergy, and military leaders.

This medal is not about money, but about
people who seized the opportunities this great
country has to offer and who used those op-
portunities to not only better their own lives
but make a difference in the lives of those
around them. As we all know, citizens of the
United States can trace their ancestry to many
nations. The richness and diversity of Amer-
ican life makes us unique among the Nations
of the world and is in many ways the key to
why America is the most innovative country in
the world. The Ellis Island Medals of Honor
not only celebrate select individuals but also
the pluralism and democracy that enabled our
ancestors to celebrate their cultural identities
while still embracing the American way of life.
Even in the midst of difficult financial times,
this award serves to remind us all that with
hard work and perseverance anyone can
achieve the American dream. In addition, by
honoring these remarkable Americans, we
honor all who share their origins and we ac-
knowledge the contributions they and other
groups have made to America. | commend
NECO and its Board of Directors headed by
my good friend, Nasser J. Kazeminy, for hon-
oring these truly outstanding individuals for
their tireless efforts to foster dialogue and
build bridges between different ethnic groups,
as well as promote unity and a sense of com-
mon purpose in our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all of my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the good works of
NECO, and in congratulating all of the 2012
recipients of the Ellis Island Medals of Honor.
| also ask unanimous consent that the names
of this year's recipients be placed into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

2012 ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF HONOR
RECIPIENTS

A. Marshall Acuff, Jr., Michael W. Allen,
PhD, Nancy Arabian, Carol M. Baldwin, Mi-
chael D. Bennett, Neil Berg, Peter Bheddah,
Ravishankar Bhooplapur, Herman Chanen,
Sam Chang, Johnson Chen, Sanjiv Chopra,
MD, MACP, William A. Cooper, Bita
Daryabari and Helene Irma der Stepanian.

Leena Doshi, MD, NYS Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Robert Duffy, Angelo Dundee, Robert
F. Dunn, Annie Falk, Leonard A. Ferrari,
PhD, Jason C. Fu, Bob Gaudio, Fletcher
Doud Gill, Nishan Goudsouzian, MD, Richard
H. Grace, Dr. Peter Gruss, VADM Robert S.
Harward, USN, David A. Hirsch and Chung-
Wha Hong.

Surendra Jain, MD, James J. Jimmerson,
Esq., Robert Trent Jones, Jr., Dr. Henry
(Hyun Suk) Kang, Kevork Karajerjian, AIA,
Declan Kelly, Howard Xessler, Michele
Kessler, Dalida Keuroghlian, Dongsuk Kim,
Paul Klaassen, Gerda Weissmann Klein,
Emrah Kovacoglu, Thomas C. Lee, MD and
Harry Leibowitz, PhD.

Sugar Ray Leonard, Hoi Ken Leung, Wil-
liam Li, MD, Emily E. Lin, AIA, Super-
intendent David Luchsinger, Felix Luu,
David E. Luzzi, PhD, MBA, David S. Mack,
Spiro J. Macris, DDS, Kai D. Mai, DDS, Ray
Mancini, Steven G. Mandis, John A.
Mattiacci, DPM, Leonard Mazur and James
H. McGuire.

Hon. Gregory W. Meeks, Papken Megerian,
Lt Col Ed Monroe, USAF (Ret), Dr. Gordon
H. Mueller, Colonel Mark Mykleby, USMC
(Ret.), Ryan Nabors, MSIR, Ohannes
Nercessian, MD, Helen Ngan Shim Ng, Gen-
eral Raymond T. Odierno, USA, BGen Joseph
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L. Osterman, USMC, Edith Padilla-Serrano,
John A. Peca, Helen K. Persson, Alice
Petrossian and H.E. Dr. Vanda Pignato.

First Deputy Commissioner Rafael Pineiro,
NYPD, Pasquale Pistorio, CAPT Wayne Por-
ter, USN, Dominic L. Pugliani, Thomas C.
Quick, Edward J. Rappa, Hon. Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, Ghassan M. Saab, Peter Kaivon
Saleh, DrPH, Theresa Patnode Santmann,
Wido L. Schaefer, Dr. Tamer Seckin, Dr.
Hasu P. Shah, Peter Stephen Shelley, MME,
Brooke Shields, Joan Ellyn Silber, PhD, Dr.
Rajendra Singh, Ronald E. Spears and Joyce
Philibosian Stein.

John P. Thomas, MD, FACS, Dr. Ronan
Tynan, Frankie Valli, Mohammad Reza
Vaziri, Helen verDuin Palit, DHL, CAPT Joe
Vojvodich, USCG, Paul E. Wakim, DO, Jose
M. Wiley, MD, FACC, FACP, FSCAI, Maj.
Gen. James L. Williams, USMC (Ret.), Dr.
Carolyn Y. Woo and Tommy C. Xie.

SUPPORT FOR FIRE AND SAFER
GRANTS

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the amendment offered by Mr. RUN-
YAN and Mr. KISSELL and others, which seeks
to ensure that our Nation’s fire stations are
adequately staffed and that firefighters have
the tools they need to protect our communities
safely and effectively. Specifically, this amend-
ment will restore the successful FIRE and
SAFER grant programs to last year's funding
level of $337.5 million each.

Independent observers have found that
FIRE and SAFER work: an independent study
from the U.S. Fire Administration found that
grants like these are making our fire depart-
ments more prepared and better equipped to
protect our communities. Cutting FIRE and
SAFER makes it more difficult for our commu-
nities to recruit, train, and retain skilled fire-
fighters. And, it makes it far more difficult for
our departments to equip themselves with the
up-to-date tools critical to protecting property
and saving lives.

| want to make clear that | am not pleased
with the offset being used to restore this fund-
ing. However, | recognize that my colleagues
were left with very few options, given the cuts
made to the overall bill. | am hopeful that this
will be addressed in conference with the Sen-
ate.

| urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment, fund FIRE and SAFER at the Fiscal
Year 2012 level, and protect these vital invest-
ments in public safety.

HONORING CAPTAIN SCOTT McKEE
HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, | am hum-
bled today to recognize Captain R. Scott
McKee for his service to our country. In 1987,
he enlisted in the Army as an airborne para-
trooper at the age of 17 and was soon accept-
ed into Georgia Military College, where he
was commissioned as a second lieutenant in
1991.
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After his commission as a lieutenant, he
served as an operations officer and tank pla-
toon leader with the 1st Battalion, 66th Ar-
mored Regiment at Fort Hood, Texas. While
at Fort Hood, then-First Lieutenant McKee de-
ployed to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. In Cuba,
he served as a Quick Reaction Force platoon
leader in support of Operation Sea Signal, re-
sponsible for the security and safety of over
2,000 Haitian and Cuban migrants and U.S.
personnel on the base.

Upon leaving active duty, Captain McKee
enrolled at Texas Wesleyan School of Law, at-
tending classes at night while working full-
time. In 2008, he was elected to serve as the
Henderson County District Attorney, taking of-
fice on January 1, 2009.

A vyear after assuming office, Captain
McKee mobilized with the Army National
Guard’s 3rd Battalion, 256th Light Infantry
Regiment for a deployment to Iraq on January
4, 2010. During his deployment to Iraq, Cap-
tain McKee served as the infantry operations
officer for the battalion and planned over
1,200 combat missions throughout Iraqg, par-
ticipating in many of them.

While in Irag, Captain McKee was awarded
the Bronze Star for his actions and perform-
ance in a combat zone. He was also awarded
the Louisiana War Cross by the Adjutant Gen-
eral of the State of Louisiana.

Captain McKee currently serves as the com-
mander of Company A, 3rd Battalion, 156th
Infantry Regiment, Louisiana National Guard
out of Fort Polk, Louisiana. He and his wife,
Ashley, have three children, Stuart, Ryan, and
Ranger.

As the Member of Congress for the Fifth
District of Texas in the United States House of
Representatives, it is my honor to recognize
Captain McKee for his service to our nation in
uniform and to the citizens of Henderson
County as the District Attorney.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT T. SCHILLING

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. SCHILLING. Mr. Speaker, on Friday
June 1, 2012, | attended a family funeral and
was unable to cast my votes for Roll Numbers
306 through 313. These were amendments to
H.R. 5325, the fiscal year 2013 Energy and
Water Development and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act.

Had | been present, my votes would have
been as follows:

For roll No. 306, an amendment by Con-
gressman SCALISE of Louisiana Page 3, Line
16—Transfers $10 million from Department of
Energy Salaries & Expenses to Corps of Engi-
neers construction account. | would have
voted “aye”.

For roll No. 307, an amendment by Con-
gressman KING of lowa Page 3, Line 16—
Strikes $1 million from Fish and Wildlife and
adds $571,000 to Operations and Mainte-
nance. | would have voted “aye”.

For roll No. 308, an amendment by Con-
gressman MORAN of Virginia, Page 12, Line
16—Strikes Sec. 110. Sec. 110 prevents the
Corps of Engineers from updating guidance
concerning federal jurisdiction under the Clean
Water Act. | would have voted “no”.
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For roll No. 309, an amendment by Con-
gressman HULTGREN of lllinois, Page 20, Line
15—Takes $30 million from Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy and puts $15 million in
the Office of Science. | would have voted
“aye”.

)Iéor roll No. 310, an amendment by Con-
gressman CHAFFETZ of Utah, Page 20, Line
15—Reduces Advanced Manufacturing by $74
million, to FY 2011 spending levels, and trans-
fers this amount to the Spending Reduction
Account. | would have voted “aye”.

For roll No. 311, an amendment by Con-
gressman MCCLINTOCK of California, Amend-
ment No. 6—Reduces Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy by $1.45 billion and puts
the savings in the Spending Reduction Ac-
count. | would have voted “no”.

For roll No. 312, an amendment by Con-
gresswoman KAPTUR of Ohio, Page 20, Line
15—Transfers $10 million from the Depart-
ment of Energy Administrative accounts to En-
ergy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. |
would have voted “no”.

For roll No. 313, an amendment by Con-
gressman TONKO of New York, Page 20, Line
15—Transfers $180 million from National Nu-
clear Security Administration—Weapons Ac-
tivities to Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy for Weatherization assistance and
state energy programs. | would have voted
“no”.

For roll No. 314, an amendment by Con-
gresswoman HAHN of California, Page 20,
Line 15—Adds $50 million to Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy offset by a
$100 million reduction in Fossil Energy Re-
search and Development. | would have voted
“no”.

It is an honor to serve the people of the
17th Congressional District of lllinois.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF JEWISH AMERICANS

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today
it is my honor to rise and recognize the con-
tributions of Jewish-Americans to our nation. |
commend President Barack Obama for desig-
nating May 2012 as Jewish Heritage Month.
Also, | thank Congresswoman DEBBIE
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, my fellow Floridian, for
leading the congressional effort to commemo-
rate Jewish Heritage Month.

My relationship with the Jewish community
dates back to my childhood years. It was a
very different time then. While segregation and
oppression were the norm, members of the
Jewish community treated me and my family
with love and compassion. Decades later,
these guiding principles remain the same.
Today, as many of my colleagues honor Jew-
ish-Americans who have made significant con-
tributions to our nation, | will recognize Steven
Sonenreich, a leader in the healthcare industry
and South Florida community.

Mr. Sonenreich has been a leader in my
community for over 30 years. In addition to
leading Mount Sinai Hospital, he is an advi-
sory board member for the University of Miami
School of Business’s Health Administration
Department and the 5,000 Role Models of Ex-
cellence Project. Furthermore, he serves on
numerous other boards and committees.
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