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opportunity to invest in large-scale commer-
cial real estate that previously was open
only to large financial institutions and
wealthy individuals through direct invest-
ment in that real estate;

Whereas REITs have placed within the
reach of the average American investor
large-scale commercial real estate invest-
ment through publicly traded, regulated se-
curities, which provide investors with trans-
parency and liquidity;

Whereas REITs, by expanding the oppor-
tunity to invest in commercial real estate, a
separate and distinct asset class important
to the creation of balanced investment port-
folios, have enabled millions of Americans to
gain the benefits of dividend-based income,
portfolio diversification, and improved over-
all investment performance;

Whereas REITs have helped millions of
Americans successfully invest for their re-
tirements throughout the 50 years preceding
the date of agreement to this resolution; and

Whereas September 14, 2010, marked the
50th anniversary of the date of enactment of
the law that created the REIT investment
opportunity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes the
50th anniversary of the date of enactment of
the law that created real estate investment
trusts (REITs) and the enhanced opportuni-
ties for investment and retirement security
that have been afforded to Americans from
all walks of life as a result of this landmark
law.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 61—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LEAHY submitted the following
resolution; from the Committee on the
Judiciary; which was referred to the
Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion:

S. RES. 61

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions under the Standing
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
Committee on the Judiciary is authorized
from March 1, 2011, through September 30,
2011; October 1, 2011, through September 30,
2012; and October 1, 2012, through February
28, 2013, in its discretion (1) to make expendi-
tures from the contingent fund of the Sen-
ate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with the
prior consent of the Government department
or agency concerned and the Committee on
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis the serv-
ices of personnel of any such department or
agency.

SEC. 2. (a) The expenses of the committee
for the period of March 1, 2011, through Sep-
tember 30, 2011, under this resolution shall
not exceed $6,684,239, of which amount (1) not
to exceed $200,000 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended), and
(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of such
committee (Under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

(b) For the period October 1, 2011, through
September 30, 2012, expenses of the com-
mittee under this resolution shall not exceed
$11,458,695, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$200,000 may be expended for the procure-
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ment of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as authorized
by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not
to exceed $20,000 may be expended for the
training of the professional staff of such
committee (Under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

(c) For the period October 1, 2012, through
February 28, 2013, expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall not exceed
$4,774,457, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$200,000 may be expended for the procure-
ment of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as authorized
by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not
to exceed $20,000 may be expended for the
training of the professional staff of such
committee (Under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

SEC. 3. The Committee shall report its
findings, together with such recommenda-
tions for legislation as it deems advisable, to
the Senate at the earliest practicable date,
but not later than February 28, 2013, respec-
tively.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the committee ex-
cept that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of salaries of employees
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the pay-
ment of telecommunications provided by the
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from March 1, 20011, through
September 30, 2011, October 1, 2011 through
September 30, 2012; and October 1, 2012
through February 28, 2013, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for ‘‘Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations’.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 62—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUS-
ING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota sub-
mitted the following resolution; from
the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. RES. 62

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions under the Standing
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs is authorized from March 1, 2011
through September 30, 2011; October 1, 2011,
through September 30, 2012, and October 1,
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2012, through February 28, 2013, in its discre-
tion (1) to make expenditures from the con-
tingent fund of the Senate, (2) to employ per-
sonnel, and (3) with the prior consent of the
Government department or agency con-
cerned and the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration, to use on a reimbursable or
non-reimbursable basis the services of per-
sonnel of any such department or agency.

SEC. 2(a). The expenses of the committee
for the period March 1, 2011, through Sep-
tember 30, 2011, under this resolution shall
not exceed $4,304,188 of which amount (1) not
to exceed $11,667 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended), and
(2) not to exceed $700 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

(b) For the period October 1, 2011, through
September 30, 2012, expenses of the com-
mittee under this resolution shall not exceed
$7,378,606 of which amount (1) not to exceed
$20,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $1,200 may be expended for the training
of the professional staff of such committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946).

(¢c) For the period of October 1, 2012,
through February 28, 2013, expenses of the
committee under this resolution shall not
exceed $3,074,419 of which amount (1) not to
exceed $8,333 may be expended for the pro-
curement of the services of individual con-
sultants, or organizations thereof (as author-
ized by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reor-
ganization Act of 1946, as amended), and (2)
not to exceed $5600 may be expended for the
training of the professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but
not later than February 28, 2013.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the Chairman of the committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of salaries of employees
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the pay-
ment of telecommunications provided by the
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from March 1, 2011, through
September 30, 2011; October 1, 2011, through
September 30, 2012; and October 1, 2012,
through February 28, 2013, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for ‘‘Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations.”
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SENATE RESOLUTION 63—DESIG-
NATING THE FIRST WEEK OF
APRIL 2011 AS “NATIONAL AS-
BESTOS AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. BAUCUS (for himself, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. TESTER, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. BOXER,
and Mr. REID of Nevada) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. RES. 63

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas asbestos fibers can cause cancer
such as mesothelioma, asbestosis, and other
health problems;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take
10 to 50 years to present themselves;

Whereas the expected survival time for
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months;

Whereas generally, little is known about
late-stage treatment of asbestos-related dis-
eases, and there is no cure for such diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognoses;

Whereas the United States has reduced its
consumption of asbestos substantially, yet
continues to consume almost 820 metric tons
of the fibrous mineral for use in certain
products throughout the Nation;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have
killed thousands of people in the United
States;

Whereas exposure to asbestos continues,
but safety and prevention of asbestos expo-
sure already has significantly reduced the in-
cidence of asbestos-related diseases and can
further reduce the incidence of such diseases;

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure;

Whereas thousands of people in the United
States die from asbestos-related diseases
every year;

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;

Whereas people in the small community of
Libby, Montana have asbestos-related dis-
eases at a significantly higher rate than the
national average and suffer from mesothe-
lioma at a significantly higher rate than the
national average; and

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National
Asbestos Awareness Week” will raise public
awareness about the prevalence of asbestos-
related diseases and the dangers of asbestos
exposure: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the first week of April 2011
as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’;

(2) urges the Surgeon General to warn and
educate people about the public health issue
of asbestos exposure, which may be haz-
ardous to their health; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Office of the Surgeon General.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 64—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE,
SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION

Mr. ROCKEFELLER submitted the
following resolution; from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation; which was referred to
the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration:

S. RES. 64

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions under the Standing
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation is authorized from March 1,
2011, through September 30, 2011, October 1,
2011, through September 30, 2012, and October
1, 2012, through February 28, 2013, in its dis-
cretion (1) to make expenditures from the
contingent fund of the Senate, (2) to employ
personnel, and (3) with the prior consent of
the Government department or agency con-
cerned and the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration, to use on a reimbursable or
non-reimbursable basis the services of per-
sonnel of any such department or agency.

SEC. 2. (a) The expenses of the Committee
for the period from March 1, 2011, through
September 30, 2011, under this resolution
shall not exceed $4,636,433, of which amount
(1) not to exceed $50,000 may be expended for
the procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended), and
(2) not to exceed $50,000 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of the
Committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

(b) For the period October 1, 2011, through
September 30, 2012, expenses of the Com-
mittee under this resolution shall not exceed
$7,948,171, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$50,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $50,000 may be expended for the training
of the professional staff of the Committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946).

(c) For the period October 1, 2012, through
February 28, 2013, expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall not exceed
$3,311,738, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$50,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $50,000 may be expended for the training
of the professional staff of such committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946).

SEC. 3. The Committee shall report its
findings, together with such recommenda-
tions for legislation as it deems advisable, to
the Senate at the earliest practicable date,
but not later than February 29, 2012, and
February 28, 2013, respectively.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the Committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the Committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of salaries of employees
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paid at an annual rate, (2) for the payment of
telecommunications provided by the Office
of the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper,
United States Senate, (3) for the payment of
stationery supplies purchased through the
Keeper of the Stationery, United States Sen-
ate, (4) for payments to the Postmaster,
United States Senate, (5) for the payment of
metered charges on copying equipment pro-
vided by the Office of the Sergeant at Arms
and Doorkeeper, United States Senate, (6)
for the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services, or (7) for the pay-
ment of franked and mass mail costs by the
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the Committee from March 1, 2011, through
September 30, 2011, October 1, 2011, through
September 30, 2012, and October 1, 2012,
through February 28, 2013, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for ‘‘Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations’.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 656—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE CONVICTION
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF RUS-
SIA OF BUSINESSMEN MIKHAIL
KHODORKOVSKY AND PLATON
LEBEDEV CONSTITUTES A PO-
LITICALLY MOTIVATED CASE OF
SELECTIVE ARREST AND PROS-
ECUTION THAT FLAGRANTLY
UNDERMINES THE RULE OF LAW
AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE JU-
DICIAL SYSTEM OF RUSSIA

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr.
CARDIN, and Mr. McCAIN) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 65

Whereas it has been the long-held position
of the United States to support the develop-
ment of democracy, rule of law, judicial
independence, freedom, and respect for
human rights in the Russian Federation;

Whereas, on April 1, 2009, President Barack
Obama and President of Russia Dmitry
Medvedev issued a joint statement affirming
that “[iln our relations with each other, we
also seek to be guided by the rule of law, re-
spect for fundamental freedoms and human
rights, and tolerance for different views’’;

Whereas President Medvedev publicly stat-
ed that ‘“‘Russia is a country of legal nihi-
lism” and that ‘‘no European country can
boast such a universal disregard for the rule
of law” and declared his ‘‘main objective is
to achieve independence for the judicial sys-
tem” through ‘‘significant, maybe even rad-
ical changes’’;

Whereas two prominent cases of ‘‘universal
disregard for the rule of law” in Russia in-
volve the president of the Yukos Oil Com-
pany, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, and his part-
ner, Platon Lebedev, who were first con-
victed and sentenced in May 2005 to serve
nine years in a remote penal camp for
charges of tax evasion;

Whereas it is believed that Mr.
Khodorkovsky was selectively targeted for
prosecution because he supported and fi-
nanced opposition political parties, among
other reasons;

Whereas authorities in Russia subse-
quently expropriated Yukos assets and as-
signed ownership to a state company that is
chaired by an official in the Kremlin;

Whereas courts around the world have de-
scribed the Yukos proceedings as impartial
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