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Whereas the laws of the State of Con-
necticut require automatic doors in certain
shopping malls and retail businesses, the
laws of the State of Delaware require an
automatic door or calling device for newly
constructed places of accommodation, and
the laws of the District of Columbia have a
similar requirement;

Whereas the Facilities Standards for the
Public Buildings Service published by the
General Services Administration requires
automation of at least 1 exterior door for all
newly constructed or renovated facilities
managed by the General Services Adminis-
tration, including post offices;

Whereas from 2006 to 2011, 71 percent of the
complaints received by the Access Board re-
garding the Architectural Barriers Act of
1968 concerned a post office or other facility
of the United States Postal Service;

Whereas the United States Postal Service
employs approximately 596,000 people, mak-
ing it the second-largest civilian employer in
the United States;

Whereas approximately 7,000,000 people per
day visit 1 of the more than 36,400 post of-
fices in the United States; and

Whereas the United States was founded on
principles of equality and freedom, and these
principles require that all people, even those
people with disabilities, are able to engage
as equal members of society: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes the immense hardships that
people with disabilities in the United States
must overcome every day;

(2) reaffirms its support of the Act entitled
“An Act to insure that certain buildings fi-
nanced with Federal funds are so designed
and constructed as to be accessible to the
physically handicapped’, approved August
12, 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4151 et seq.), commonly
known as the ‘‘Architectural Barriers Act of
1968 and the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), and en-
courages full compliance with such Acts;

(3) recommends that the United States
Postal Service and Federal agencies install
power-assisted doors at post offices and
other federally funded facilities, as applica-
ble, to ensure equal access for all people of
the United States; and

(4) pledges to continue to work to identify
and remove the barriers that prevent all peo-
ple of the United States from having equal
access to the services provided by the Fed-
eral Government.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1455. Mr. BROWN, of Ohio submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 2354, making appropriations
for energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1456. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
LEVIN, and Mr. DURBIN) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1867, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2012 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

SA 1457. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 2354, making appropriations
for energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.
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TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1455. Mr. BROWN of Ohio sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2354,
making appropriations for energy and
water development and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 47, line 13, strike ‘*$237,623,000”’ and
insert ‘‘$227,247,000"’.

On page 66, line 13, strike ‘$58,024,000’ and
insert ‘‘$68,400,000°".

SA 1456. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for her-
self, Mr. LEVIN and Mr. DURBIN) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 1867,
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
yvear 2012 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

On p. 360, between lines 21 and 22, insert
the following:

(e) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to affect existing law or authorities,
relating to the detention of United States
citizens, lawful resident aliens of the United
States or any other persons who are captured
or arrested in the United States.

SA 1457. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 2354, making ap-
propriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, add the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF SCHEDULE

FOR DISPOSITION OF WEAPONS-USA-
BLE PLUTONIUM AT SAVANNAH
RIVER SITE.

Section 4306 of the Atomic Energy Defense
Act (50 U.S.C. 2566) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘2012’
each place it appears and inserting ¢‘2013"’;
and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘2019’
and inserting ‘2020”’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘2012’
and inserting ‘2013”’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘2017
and inserting ‘‘2018’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking 2012
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘2013"’;

(3) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘2012’ and inserting ‘“2013’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘2014’ and
inserting ‘2015”’; and

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘2020’
each place it appears and inserting ‘2021°’;

(4) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘2014 and inserting ‘‘2015’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘2019’ and inserting 2020°’;
and

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘2020’
each place it appears and inserting ‘2021°’;
and

(5) in subsection (e), by striking ‘2023’ and
inserting ‘2024’.
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NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to
announce that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in open session on
Thursday, December 8, 2011, at 9:45 a.m.
in SD-106 to conduct a hearing entitled
“Tales from the Unemployment Line:
Barriers Facing the Long-Term Unem-
ployed.”

For further information regarding
this hearing, please contact the com-
mittee staff on (202) 224-5441.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Thurs-
day, December 8, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
sider the mnomination of Arunava
Majumdar, to be Under Secretary of
Energy.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, 304 Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Washington, DC 20510-6150, or
by email to allison seyferth
(@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224-7571 or Al-
lison Seyferth at (202) 224-4905.

————
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on December
1, 2011 at 10 a.m. in SD-106.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs, be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on De-
cember 1, 2011, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘“‘Spurring Job Growth
Through Capital Formation While Pro-
tecting Investors.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 1, 2011, at 10 a.m.,
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to held a hearing entitled, ““‘U.S. Stra-

tegic Objectives Towards Iran.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on December 1, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Insider Trad-
ing and Congressional Accountability.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on December 1, 2011, at 2:15 p.m. in
room 628 of the Dirksen Senate Office

Building to conduct a hearing entitled

“Deficit Reduction and Job Creation:

Regulatory Reform in Indian Coun-

try.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on December 1, 2011, at 10 a.m., in

SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Office

Building, to conduct an executive busi-

ness meeting.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MAN-
AGEMENT, GOVERNMENT INFORMATION, FED-
ERAL SERVICES AND INTERNATIONAL SECU-
RITY
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on

Federal Financial Management, Gov-

ernment Information, Federal Serv-

ices, and International Security be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on December, 1, 2011, at

10:30 a.m. to conduct a hearing enti-

tled, “The financial and Societal Costs

of Medicating America’s Foster Chil-
dren.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Tiffany Griffin, a
fellow in Senator BINGAMAN’s office, be
granted the privilege of the floor dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Roger Yang, a
member of the staff of Senator
MERKLEY, be granted the privilege of
the floor today.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERV-
ISTS DEBT RELIEF EXTENSION
ACT OF 2011

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of H.R.
2192, which was received from the
House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2192) to exempt for an addi-
tional 4-year period, from the application of
the means-test presumption of abuse under
chapter 7, qualifying members of reserve
components of the Armed Forces and mem-
bers of the National Guard who, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are called to active duty or
to perform a homeland defense activity for
not less than 90 days.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, in 2008, I
was proud to join Senator DURBIN in
support of the National Guard and Re-
servists Debt Relief Act, which Presi-
dent Bush signed into law. This last
week I have been able to arrange on be-
half of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee for expedited action on the
bill’s extension, and that the Senate is
passing unanimously. I commend
Chairman LAMAR SMITH and the House
Judiciary Committee for moving this
legislation, and Representative COHEN,
the bill’s author, for his leadership and
attention to the issue. Without this
measure, the authority we provided to
help our Guard and Reserve families
would expire. By taking this action we
preserve the assistance this authority
provides.

It is a privilege to work on behalf of
the men and women who serve in the
Vermont National Guard. They have
and continue to make all Vermonters
proud. I cannot say enough about the
men and women who serve in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve. They and
their families deserve the full support
of Congress for the sacrifices they
make. Especially now, where multiple
conflicts have demanded even more of
them, when so many have been called
into active service, we need to Kkeep
them foremost in our thoughts.

Extending the protections of the Na-
tional Guard and Reservists Debt Re-
lief Act for another 4 years is the right
thing to do. The bill the Senate passes
today will exempt qualifying members
of the Guard and Reserve from the
harsh means test imposed in our bank-
ruptcy laws a few years ago. As a result
of Congress’s enactment of a 2005 bank-
ruptcy measure, passed at the behest of
large banks and credit card companies,
Americans who must make the dif-
ficult decision to seek the protection of
the bankruptcy court now face onerous
requirements to demonstrate that they
are experiencing sufficient hardship to
enter chapter 7 bankruptcy. Under the
National Guard and Reservists Debt
Relief Extension Act, qualifying mem-
bers of the Guard and Reserve will be
protected against the burden of this re-
quirement for another 4 years.
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In my view, no American, particu-
larly in times of such economic hard-
ship, should have this burdensome re-
quirement of the so-called means test
imposed upon them. The bankruptcy
system was established to protect
Americans and give them a fresh start.
The 2005 enactment turned the law on
its head. I opposed this provision in the
Senate in 2005, and continue to have se-
rious misgivings about a policy that
presumes that Americans facing ex-
treme financial hardships are abusing
the bankruptcy process.

Passage of the National Guard and
Reservists Debt Relief Extension Act is
a step forward toward correcting our
current policy.

I also note that passage of this legis-
lation is another example of the good
cooperation that exists between the
Senate and House Judiciary Commit-
tees operating across the aisle and
across the Capitol. Last night, the Sen-
ate passed H.R. 394, the Federal Courts
Jurisdiction and Venue Clarification
Act, a bill sponsored by Chairman
SMITH to bring clarity to the operation
of Federal jurisdictional and venue
statutes, thereby helping to reduce
wasteful litigation over these issues.
This bipartisan bill was cosponsored in
the House by Representatives by How-
ARD COBLE, ranking member JOHN CON-
YERS, Jr., and HANK JOHNSON of Geor-
gia. Companion legislation was intro-
duced in the Senate by Senator KLO-
BUCHAR, who chairs the Senate Judici-
ary Committee’s Subcommittee on Ad-
ministrative Oversight and the Courts,
and was cosponsored by Senator SES-
SIONS, the ranking member on the sub-
committee.

These two bills are just the most re-
cent examples of legislation I have
worked with Chairman SMITH to enact.
Of course, we worked together to enact
the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act
to revitalize our patent laws. We
worked together on authorizing the ex-
tension of the term of FBI Director
Mueller, which required a statutory ex-
ception, and on reauthorizing the USA
PATRIOT Act.

Other examples include H.R. 368, Rep-
resentative HANK JOHNSON’s bill to
clarify removal provisions for matters
filed in State courts against Federal
agencies and officers; H.R. 398, Rep-
resentative LOFGREN’s bill to toll cer-
tain time periods for those in active
service to our country; S.1637, Senator
KLOBUCHAR’s bill to clarify how time is
calculated under the Federal Rules;
and H.R. 2944, Chairman SMITH’s bill to
extend the authority of the U.S. Parole
Commission.

In addition to these nine measures,
we are continuing to work on a number
of additional bills, including: S. 1639,
Senator TESTER’s bill to amend the
American Legion charter; and S. 1541,
Senator BENNET’s bill to revise the
Blue Star Mothers’ charter.

I look forward to our continued col-
laborative relationship. Our successful
efforts across the aisle and across the
Capitol show that the partisan gridlock
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