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MURRAY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. CASEY,

Ms. CANTWELL, and Ms. COLLINS):
S. Res. 341. A resolution designating the
first full week of December in 2011 as ‘‘Na-

tional Christmas Tree Week”; considered
and agreed to.
——
ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 156

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of Wis-
consin, his name was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 156, a bill to amend the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act to
provide a uniform efficiency descriptor
for covered water heaters.

At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name
of the Senator from Maine (Ms. SNOWE)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 156,
supra.

S. 672

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 672, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
and modify the railroad track mainte-
nance credit.

S. 834

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 834, a bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to improve edu-
cation and prevention related to cam-
pus sexual violence, domestic violence,
dating violence, and stalking.

S. 905

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 905, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a
credit against income tax for the pur-
chase of hearing aids.

S. 987

At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 987, a bill to amend title 9 of
the United States Code with respect to
arbitration.

S. 1025

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. KoHL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1025, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to enhance the national
defense through empowerment of the
National Guard, enhancement of the
functions of the National Guard Bu-
reau, and improvement of Federal-
State military coordination in domes-
tic emergency response, and for other
purposes.

S. 1265

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1265, a bill to amend the Land
and Water Conservation Fund Act of
1965 to provide consistent and reliable
authority for, and for the funding of,
the land and water conservation fund
to maximize the effectiveness of the
fund for future generations, and for
other purposes.
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S. 1369
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1369, a bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to exempt the
conduct of silvicultural activities from
national pollutant discharge elimi-
nation system permitting require-
ments.
S. 1421
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1421, a bill to authorize the Peace
Corps Commemorative Foundation to
establish a commemorative work in
the District of Columbia and its envi-
rons, and for other purposes.
S. 1558
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1558, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to apply payroll taxes
to remuneration and earnings from
self-employment up to the contribution
and benefit base and to remuneration
in excess of $250,000.
S. 1616
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1616, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
empt certain stock of real estate in-
vestment trusts from the tax on for-
eign investments in United States real
property interests, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1691
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1691, a bill to amend chapter 44 of
title 18, United States Code, to update
certain procedures applicable to com-
merce in firearms and remove certain
Federal restrictions on interstate fire-
arms transactions.
S. 1692
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1692, a bill to reauthorize
the Secure Rural Schools and Commu-
nity Self-Determination Act of 2000, to
provide full funding for the Payments
in Lieu of Taxes program, and for other
purposes.
S. 1792
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1792, a bill to clarify
the authority of the United States
Marshals Service to assist other Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement
agencies in the investigation of cases
involving sex offenders and missing
children.
S. 1853
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1853, a bill to recalculate and restore
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retirement annuity obligations of the
United States Postal Service, elimi-
nate the requirement that the United
States Postal Service pre-fund the
Postal Service Retiree Health Benefits
Fund, place restrictions on the closure
of postal facilities, create incentives
for innovation for the United States
Postal Service, to maintain levels of
postal service, and for other purposes.
S. 1868
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1868, a bill to establish within the
Smithsonian Institution the Smithso-
nian American Latino Museum, and for
other purposes.
S. 1884
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1884, a bill to provide
States with incentives to require ele-
mentary schools and secondary schools
to maintain, and permit school per-
sonnel to administer, epinephrine at
schools.
S. 1886
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1886, a bill to prevent
trafficking in counterfeit drugs.
S. 1900
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1900, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to preserve access
to urban Medicare-dependent hospitals.
S. 1903
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from
Montana (Mr. BAUCUS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1903, a bill to prohibit
commodities and securities trading
based on nonpublic information relat-
ing to Congress, to require additional
reporting by Members and employees
of Congress of securities transactions,
and for other purposes.
S. RES. 310
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 310, a resolution des-
ignating 2012 as the ‘“Year of the Girl”
and Congratulating Girl Scouts of the
USA on its 100th anniversary.
AMENDMENT NO. 1046
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of Wis-
consin, his name was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1046 in-
tended to be proposed to H. R. 2354, a
bill making appropriations for energy
and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1066
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 1066 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
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military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1072
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. KoHL) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1072 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1114
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1114 pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1115
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1115 pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1120
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 1120 proposed to
S. 1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1125
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WEBB) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
1125 proposed to S. 1867, an original bill
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2012 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses.
AMENDMENT NO. 1126
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK), the Senator from Iowa (Mr. HAR-
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KIN) and the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WEBB) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 1126 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1132
At the request of Mr. CORKER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1132 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1134
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1134 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1143
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1143 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1168
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1168 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1172
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1172 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1199
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from
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Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
1199 intended to be proposed to S. 1867,
an original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2012 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1202

At the request of Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, the name of the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1202 pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1206

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1206 pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1207

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1207 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1215

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1215 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1227

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1227 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
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AMENDMENT NO. 1229
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1229 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1237
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1237 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1257
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 1257 pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1279
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 1279 intended to
be proposed to S. 1867, an original bill
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2012 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses.
AMENDMENT NO. 1286
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1286 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1287
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 1287 pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
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military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1296
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1296 proposed to S.
1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1317
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1317 pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1320
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1320 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1332
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1332 pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1344
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1344 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1346
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1346 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
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AMENDMENT NO. 1387
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1387 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1414
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
COLLINS), the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE), the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT), the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN), the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY), the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY), the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Sen-
ator from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI),
the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH),
the Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
THUNE), the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. HATCH) and the Senator from
Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 1414 proposed to
S. 1867, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2012 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1415
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1415 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1421
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1421 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1436
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1436 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
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AMENDMENT NO. 1444

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1444 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1446

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1446 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1446 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 1448

At the request of Mr. CHAMBLISS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1448 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1867, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and
Mr. CRAPO):

S. 1925. A bill to reauthorize the Vio-
lence Against Women Act of 1994; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today, I
am proud to introduce the bipartisan
Violence Against Women Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2011 and to be joined by
Senator CRAPO in doing so. For almost
18 years, the Violence Against Women
Act, VAWA, has been the centerpiece
of the Federal Government’s commit-
ment to combat domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault, and
stalking. We should reauthorize and
strengthen these programs.

Since VAWA’S passage in 1994, no
other law has done more to stop domes-
tic and sexual violence in our commu-
nities. The resources and training pro-
vided by VAWA have changed attitudes
toward these reprehensible crimes, im-
proved the response of law enforcement
and the justice system, and provided
essential services for victims strug-
gling to rebuild their lives. It is a law
that has saved countless lives, and it is
an example of what we can accomplish
when we work together.

As a prosecutor in Vermont, I saw
firsthand the destruction caused by do-
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mestic and sexual violence. Those were
the days before VAWA, when too often
people dismissed these serious crimes
with a joke, and there were few, if any,
services for victims. We have come a
long way since then, but there is much
more we must do.

Over the last few years, the Senate
Judiciary Committee has held several
hearings on VAWA in anticipation of
this reauthorization. We have heard
from people from all around the coun-
try, and they have told us the same
thing I hear from service providers, ex-
perts, and law enforcement officers in
Vermont: While we have made great
strides in reducing domestic violence
and sexual assault, these difficult prob-
lems remain, and there is more work to
be done.

The victim services funded by VAWA
play a particularly critical role in
these difficult economic times. The
economic pressures of a lost job or
home can add stress to an already abu-
sive relationship and can make it even
harder for victims to rebuild their
lives. At the same time, state budget
cuts are resulting in fewer available
services. Just this summer, Topeka,
Kansas, took the drastic step of de-
criminalizing domestic violence be-
cause the city did not have the funds
needed to prosecute these cases. We
can and must do better than that.
Budgets are tight, but we cannot sim-
ply turn our backs on these victims.
For many, the programs funded
through the Violence Against Women
Act are nothing short of a life line.

In Vermont, VAWA funding helped
the Vermont Network Against Domes-
tic and Sexual Violence provide serv-
ices to more than 7,000 adults and near-
ly 1,400 children last year alone. These
women and men, and girls and boys, re-
ceived shelter, counseling, legal advo-
cacy and access to transitional hous-
ing—lifesaving services to help them
recover from unspeakable trauma and
abuse.

In one case, a mother of three chil-
dren living in rural Vermont endured a
long and abusive marriage in which she
was not allowed to get an independent
job or even a driver’s license. For most
of her adult life, she was subjected to
physical, sexual and emotional abuse
by her husband. After she summoned
the courage to call a domestic violence
hotline, her husband was arrested. Ad-
vocates helped her find temporary
housing and gain access to a lawyer
who helped her navigate the criminal
process and establish supervised visita-
tion for her children. Because of fund-
ing provided by VAWA, she and her
children are safe and living independ-
ently. The lives of this woman and her
children are just a few examples of how
VAWA is having a real impact in our
communities.

I have heard stories like this time
and again from victims and advocates
in Vermont and across the country.
Without this critical funding, state and
local programs like the Vermont Net-
work Against Domestic and Sexual Vi-
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olence will not be able to provide their
services to victims in desperate need.

The reauthorization bill that I am in-
troducing with Senator CRAPO reflects
Congress’s ongoing commitment to end
domestic and sexual violence. It seeks
to expand the law’s focus on sexual as-
sault, to ensure access to services for
all victims of domestic and sexual vio-
lence, and to address the crisis of do-
mestic and sexual violence in tribal
communities, among other important
steps. It also responds to these difficult
economic times by consolidating pro-
grams, reducing authorization levels,
and adding accountability measures to
ensure that Federal funds are used effi-
ciently and effectively.

The Violence Against Women Act has
been successful because it has consist-
ently had strong bipartisan support for
nearly two decades. Today, we build on
that foundation. I hope that Senators
from both parties will join us to quick-
ly pass this critical reauthorization,
which will provide safety and security
for victims across America.

By Mr. REID:

S.J. Res. 30. A joint resolution ex-
tending the cooling-off period under
section 10 of the Railway Labor Act
with respect to the dispute referred to
in Executive Order No. 13586 of October
6, 2011; read the first time.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the
joint resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the joint resolution was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD, as follows:

S.J. REs. 30

Whereas the labor dispute between numer-
ous rail carriers that are common carriers by
rail in interstate commerce, and certain of
their employees represented by labor organi-
zations, threatens to interrupt essential
freight rail services of the United States;

Whereas it is essential to the national in-
terest that essential freight rail services be
maintained;

Whereas Congress finds that emergency
measures are essential to maintaining the
security and continuity of freight rail serv-
ices;

Whereas the President, by Executive Order
13586 of October 6, 2011, and pursuant to the
provisions of section 10 of the Railway Labor
Act (45 U.S.C. 160), created Presidential
Emergency Board 243 to investigate the dis-
pute and report findings;

Whereas the recommendations of the
Emergency Board 243 issued on November 5,
2011, have been exhausted and have not re-
sulted in settlement of the dispute;

Whereas Congress, under the Commerce
Clause of the Constitution, has the authority
and responsibility to ensure the uninter-
rupted operation of essential freight rail
services; and

Whereas Congress has in the past enacted
legislation for such purposes: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. EXTENSION

RIOD.

With respect to the dispute referred to in
Executive Order No. 13586 of October 6, 2011,
the time period described in the third para-
graph of section 10 of the Railway Labor Act

OF COOLING-OFF PE-
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