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added the right amount of humor to
every situation and approached chal-
lenges with optimism. He really liked
people, and he took his time to give ev-
eryone his full attention. That quality
along with his sincerity contributed to
the vast number of friends and ac-
quaintances who respect and adore
him.

Pat led a life of service to our State
and Nation. After graduating from the
College of Idaho and obtaining post
graduate credits from the University of
Idaho and Boise State University, Pat
joined the U.S. Army through which he
served 5 years in Active service and an-
other 5 years in Reserve service. Dur-
ing his military service, Pat was pro-
moted to the rank of captain and quali-
fied for Airborne wings, the Ranger tab
and Special Forces green beret. After
returning to Wilder, he grew a farm of
32 acres into a more than 1,500-acre-
farm and was a partner in Snake River
Produce. He also served for 10 years as
the director of the Idaho State Depart-
ment of Agriculture before he was
elected in 2008 to represent Idaho’s Dis-
trict 10 in the State legislature.

His list of accomplishments and asso-
ciations with a number of Idaho and
national organizations, including his
service as past president of the Na-
tional Association of State Depart-
ments of Agriculture, is extensive. He
advocated for good jobs, a healthy
rural economy, business development,
lower taxes, less regulation, parental
involvement in education, protection
of private property and water rights
and a lean and accountable govern-
ment. His principles included belief
that ‘‘promoting strong families and
renewing an individual sense of respon-
sibility are key to reversing the ero-
sion of our nation’s foundation.” He
worked considerately to advance these
and other objectives on behalf of Ida-
hoans.

I extend my condolences and prayers
to Pat’s family, friends and loved ones,
including his wife Suzanne his three
children and his parents Michio and
Ayako. Pat was a great friend to many,
and he was very proud of his family. He
was a talented farmer and public serv-
ant. Pat Takasugi’s contribution to
our State will not be forgotten.e

——

REMEMBERING CORPORAL VOLLIE
PITTS

e Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize and pay tribute to CPL
Vollie Pitts of Hutchinson, KS.
Corporal Pitts proudly served our
country in World War I and has been
revered as a hero by his family, friends,
and those who served alongside him.
Today it is my privilege to share the
story of this unsung hero and honor
him for his service and sacrifice on be-
half of our country.

Corporal Pitts was born on February
14, 1897, and raised on his family’s farm
in Salina, KS. Like so many Kansans of
his generation, Corporal Pitts put his
country’s needs before his own, leaving
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his parents and three siblings behind to
volunteer as a member of the Kansas
National Guard. At the young age of 19,
he was first called into duty when his
regiment was mobilized to the Mexican
border in 1916. Their mission was to
protect Americans from Mexican out-
laws who were operating along the U.S.
border. Following the successful com-
pletion of their mission, his regiment
joined with another and became the
137th Kansas Infantry Regiment.

Corporal Pitts was again called into
duty in 1917 to serve his county in
World War I. In the spring of 1918, Cor-
poral Pitts and his regiment made
their way to the frontlines for one of
the most significant battles of the
First World War—the Battle of the Ar-
gonne Forest. It was during this battle
when Corporal Pitts courageously
rushed a German gun emplacement,
single-handedly capturing the gun and
part of its crew. His heroic actions that
day saved countless lives, including the
men of his own unit. Even after he was
wounded and gassed, Corporal Pitts
continued to fight until he was forced
to seek help at a field hospital, where
doctors determined his fighting days
had come to an end.

Upon his arrival back in the United
States, Corporal Pitts received an hon-
orable discharge from the service and
returned home to Kansas. On Sep-
tember 2, 1920, he began a new chapter
in his life and married Gladys
Reichardt. The young couple made
their home in Hutchinson, Kansas and
raised two daughters, Koloma and Pa-
tricia. Several decades later in 1954,
Corporal Pitts passed away in Denver,
CO, surrounded by his family.

Corporal Pitts exemplified many
traits we can all admire: courage, dedi-
cation, and selflessness. His heroic ac-
tions during World War I will forever
remain a testimony to his love for this
country and his fellow Americans.
America is proud and honored to call
Corporal Pitts one of our own, and we
shall never forget his courage and sac-
rifice, which made America a stronger
and freer nation.e

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 2:46 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HARRIS) has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills:

S. 1487. An act to authorize the Secretary
of Homeland Security, in coordination with
the Secretary of State, to establish a pro-
gram to issue Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation Business Travel Cards, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 2447. An act to grant the congres-
sional gold medal to the Montford Point Ma-
rines.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the Acting President pro
tempore (Mr. REID).

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3898. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Methacrylic Poly-
mer; Tolerance Exemption’ (FRL No. 8891-1)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 7, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-3899. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Trifloxystrobin;
Pesticide Tolerances’” (FRL No. 8890-1) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 7, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-3900. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Flutriafol; Pes-
ticide Tolerances” (FRL No. 9325-6) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on November 7, 2011; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-3901. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Methacrylic acid-
methyl methacrylate-polyethylene glycol
monomethyl ether methacrylate graft co-
polymer; Tolerance Exemption” (FRL No.
8891-4) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on November 7, 2011; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-3902. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘Abamectin
(avermectin); Pesticide Tolerances’” (FRL
No. 8890-2) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on November 7, 2011; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-3903. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
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Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amides, C5-C9, N-
[3-(dimethylamino)propyl] and amides, C6-
C12, N-[3—-(dimethylamino)propyl]; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance’
(FRL No. 8890-8) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on November 7, 2011;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-3904. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration,
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment to Existing Validated End-User Au-
thorizations in the People’s Republic of
China: National Semiconductor Corporation
and Semiconductor Manufacturing Inter-
national Corporation’” (RIN0694-AF32) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 7, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-3905. A communication from the Chair-
man and President of the Export-Import
Bank, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to transactions involving U.S.
exports to the United Arab Emirates; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-3906. A communication from the Chair-
man and President of the Export-Import
Bank, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to transactions involving U.S.
exports to Ireland; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3907. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Branded Prescrip-
tion Drug Fee; Guidance for the 2012 Fee
Year” (Notice 2011-92) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on November
8, 2011; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3908. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Single Statement
Filing Procedure’” (Rev. Proc. 2011-55) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 8, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-3909. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘2012 Limitations
Adjusted as Provided in Section 415(d), etc.”
(Notice 2011-90) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on November 8, 2011;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3910. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Graduated Re-
tained Interests” (RIN1545-BH94) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
November 8, 2011; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-3911. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Appleton v. Com-
missioner, 133 T.C. 461 (AOD-2011-47) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 8, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-3912. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “‘Revisions to the California State Im-
plementation Plan, San Joaquin Valley Uni-
fied Air Pollution Control District” (FRL
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No. 9485-4) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on November 7, 2011; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-3913. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ““OMB Approvals Under the Paperwork
Reduction Act; Technical Amendment; Com-
munity Right-to-Know Toxic Chemical Re-
lease Reporting”’ (FRL No. 9488-4) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
November 7, 2011; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-3914. A communication from the Fed-
eral Liaison Officer, Patent and Trademark
Office, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Trademark Technical and Con-
forming Amendments” (RIN0651-AC39) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 7, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-3915. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the Bureau of Prisons’ compliance with the
privatization requirements of the National
Capital Revitalization and Self-Government
Improvement Act of 1997; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

EC-3916. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, Federal Election Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standards of Con-
duct” ((RIN3209-AA15)(Notice 2011-16)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 7, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, without amendment:

S. 598. A bill to repeal the Defense of Mar-
riage Act and ensure respect for State regu-
lation of marriage.

———————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. LEVIN for the Committee on
Armed Services.

Air Force nomination of Col. Giovanni K.
Tuck, to be Brigadier General.

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Robin
Rand, to be Lieutenant General.

Air Force nomination of Brig. Gen. Everett
H. Thomas, to be Major General.

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Ronnie
D. Hawkins, Jr., to be Lieutenant General.

Air Force nomination of Col. Judy M.
Griego, to be Brigadier General.

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. John W.
Hesterman III, to be Lieutenant General.

Army nomination of Col. David C. Coburn,
to be Brigadier General.

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Joseph E.
Martz, to be Lieutenant General.

Army nominations beginning with Briga-
dier General Ralph O. Baker and ending with
Brigadier General Mark W. Yenter, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
July 26, 2011. (minus 1 nominee: Brigadier
General Edward M. Reeder, Jr .)

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Peter M.
Vangjel, to be Lieutenant General.

Army nomination of Brig. Gen. Gill P.
Beck, to be Major General.
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Army nomination of Gen. Lloyd J. Austin
III, to be General.

Army nomination of Brig. Gen. Janet L.
Cobb, to be Major General.

Army nomination of Lt. Gen. William B.
Caldwell IV, to be Lieutenant General.

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. William E.
Ingram, Jr., to be Lieutenant General.

Army nomination of Brig. Gen. Raymond
A. Thomas III, to be Major General.

Army nomination of Col. John L. Poppe, to
be Brigadier General.

Navy nomination of Rear Adm. Matthew L.
Nathan, to be Vice Admiral.

Navy nomination of Rear Adm. (1h) Earl L.
Gay, to be Rear Admiral.

Navy nomination of Rear Adm. Timothy
M. Giardina, to be Vice Admiral.

Navy nomination of Rear Adm. William D.
French, to be Vice Admiral.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, for the
Committee on Armed Services I report
favorably the following nomination
lists which were printed in the
RECORDS on the dates indicated, and
ask unanimous consent, to save the ex-
pense of reprinting on the Executive
Calendar that these nominations lie at
the Secretary’s desk for the informa-
tion of Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Air Force nominations beginning with Mi-
chael W. Aamold and ending with Jeffrey T.
Zurick, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on May 9, 2011.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Jesse Acevedo and ending with Jesse B.
Zydallis, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 20, 2011.

Air Force nominations beginning with
David S. Choi and ending with Muhannad
Kassawat, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on October 18, 2011.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Kristine M. Autorino and ending with Jason
S. Wrachford, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on November 1, 2011.

Air Force nominations beginning with Mi-
chael J. Apol and ending with Dawn M. K.
Zoldi, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on November 1, 2011.

Army nomination of Kari L. Crawford, to
be Captain.

Army nomination of Kent T. Critchlow, to
be Colonel.

Army nominations beginning with
Carleton W. Birch and ending with Jerry M.
Woodbery, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on October 5, 2011.

Army nominations beginning with Scott D.
Stewart and ending with Susumu Uchiyama,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on October 11, 2011.

Army nominations beginning with Ralph
M. Crum and ending with James E. Lowery,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on October 11, 2011.

Army nomination of Amanda E. Har-
rington, to be Major.

Army nomination of Ramon M. Angelucci,
to be Major.

Army nomination of Charles S. Moore, to
be Major.

Army nomination of Steven Gandia, to be
Major.

Army nominations beginning with Adam
R. Lieberman and ending with Kenneth J.
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