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Whereas roughly 25 percent of the seat in 

the National Constituent Assembly were won 
by women; 

Whereas the newly-elected National Con-
stituent Assembly is tasked with drafting a 
new constitution to guide Tunisia’s transi-
tion towards a representative democracy 
that reflects the aspirations of the Tunisian 
people; 

Whereas the Jasmine Revolution was 
largely a reaction to long-accumulated eco-
nomic grievances, ongoing high unemploy-
ment and poor economic conditions sustain 
the potential to drive future political protes-
tations; 

Whereas the United States and Tunisia 
have enjoyed friendly relations for more 
than 200 years; and 

Whereas the United States was among the 
first countries to recognize Tunisian inde-
pendence in 1956: 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the people of Tunisia for 

holding, on October 23, 2011, the first com-
petitive, multi-party democratic elections 
since the outbreak of popular revolutions 
throughout the Middle East and North Afri-
ca in 2011; 

(2) commends the Tunisian independent 
electoral commission for— 

(A) successfully conducting a free, fair, 
transparent, and credible election on October 
23, 2011; and 

(B) welcoming independent international 
and domestic election observers and granting 
them unrestricted access to polling and 
counting stations; 

(3) congratulates all newly-elected mem-
bers, and the parties with which they are af-
filiated, of the National Democratic Con-
stituent Assembly; 

(4) affirms the national interest of the 
United States in a successful and irreversible 
transition to democracy in Tunisia, includ-
ing— 

(A) respect for the rule of law; 
(B) independent media; 
(C) a vibrant civil society; and 
(D) universal rights and freedoms, includ-

ing equal rights for all citizens, freedom of 
speech, and human rights; 

(5) affirms the national interest of the 
United States in Tunisia’s economic pros-
perity and development, including through 
increased foreign direct investment, tour-
ism, entrepreneurship, technical coopera-
tion, and strengthened trade ties; 

(6) urges increased United States engage-
ment and cooperation with the Tunisian gov-
ernment and people, including— 

(A) Tunisia’s democratic institutions; 
(B) civil society; 
(C) schools and universities; 
(D) independent media; and 
(E) the private sector; and 
(7) reaffirms the unwavering friendship be-

tween the people of the United States and 
the people of Tunisia. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 317—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE LIB-
ERATION OF LIBYA FROM THE 
DICTATORSHIP LED BY MUAM-
MAR QADDAFI 

Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. MCCAIN, 
and Mr. LIEBERMAN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 317 

Whereas peaceful demonstrations, which 
began in Libya on February 17, 2011, and 

were inspired by similar movements in Tuni-
sia, Egypt, and elsewhere in the Middle East, 
quickly spread to cities throughout Libya 
and were met with military force by the gov-
ernment of Muammar Qaddafi, including the 
use of air power and foreign mercenaries; 

Whereas Qaddafi stated that he would show 
‘‘no mercy’’ to his opponents in Benghazi, 
and that his forces would go ‘‘door-to-door’’ 
to find and kill dissidents; 

Whereas in response to Qaddafi’s assault 
on civilians in Libya, a ‘‘no-fly zone’’ in 
Libya was called for by— 

(1) the Gulf Cooperation Council on March 
7, 2011; 

(2) the Secretary-General of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Conference on March 8, 
2011; and 

(3) the Arab League on March 12, 2011; 
Whereas the United Nations Security 

Council passed— 
(1) Resolution 1970 on February 26, 2011, 

which mandated international economic 
sanctions and an arms embargo; and 

(2) Resolution 1973 on March 17, 2011, which 
authorized United Nations member states to 
take ‘‘all necessary measures’’ to protect ci-
vilians in Libya and to implement a ‘‘no-fly 
zone’’; 

Whereas the United States Armed Forces, 
in cooperation with coalition partners, 
launched Operation Odyssey Dawn in Libya 
on March 19, 2011, to protect civilians in 
Libya from immediate danger and enforce an 
arms embargo and a ‘‘no-fly zone’’, which 
was transferred on March 31, 2011 to NATO 
command, with the mission continuing as 
Operation Unified Protector; 

Whereas the National Transitional Council 
of Libya— , 

(1) formally convened in Benghazi on 
March 5, 2011 for the first time in support of 
the February 17 Revolution; 

(2) formed an executive body on March 23, 
2011; and 

(3) was recognized by the United States as 
the ‘‘legitimate governing authority for 
Libya’’ on July 15, 2011; 

Whereas the military offensive of forces 
loyal to the National Transitional Council 
against Qaddafi loyalists accelerated in June 
and July, and the Libyan capital, Tripoli, 
was declared liberated in August 2011; 

Whereas the United Nations Security 
Council passed Resolution 2009 on September 
16, 2011, creating the United Nations Support 
Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) to support Liby-
an national efforts to secure the country’s 
political and economic transition; 

Whereas on October 23, 2011, the National 
Transitional Council issued an historic Dec-
laration of Liberation for Libya; and 

Whereas on October 27, 2011, the United Na-
tions Security Council unanimously passed 
Resolution 2016, which ended the mandate es-
tablished by United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1973 for international military 
intervention to protect Libyan citizens on 
October 31, 2011; 

Whereas on October 28, 2011, NATO an-
nounced that Operation Unified Protector 
would end on October 31, 2011: 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the people of Libya for 

their tremendous courage and extraordinary 
resilience in liberating themselves from the 
despotic regime of Muammar Qaddafi; 

(2) commends the men and women of the 
United States Armed Forces and their coali-
tion partners who engaged in military oper-
ations to protect the people of Libya for 
their extraordinary bravery and profes-
sionalism; 

(3) supports the legitimate aspirations of 
the people of Libya to form a democratic 
government that respects universal human 
rights and freedoms, and allows Libyans to 
build their lives free from fear; 

(4) welcomes the October 23, 2011 Libyan 
Declaration of Liberation by the National 
Transitional Council; 

(5) affirms the national interest of the 
United States in a successful and irreversible 
transition to democracy in Libya, includ-
ing— 

(A) respect for the rule of law; 
(B) independent media; 
(C) a vibrant civil society; and 
(D) universal rights and freedoms, includ-

ing equal rights for all citizens, freedom of 
speech, and human rights; and 

(6) urges the swift establishment of a new 
interim transitional authority in Libya that 
is broadly inclusive and representative of the 
Libyan people and will— 

(A) prepare for elections that are free, fair, 
transparent, credible, and meet inter-
national electoral standards, working with 
relevant international actors, including the 
United Nations; 

(B) restore public security and promote the 
rule of law; 

(C) promote and ensure compliance 
throughout Libya of international norms of 
justice and human rights, particularly with 
respect to detainees, individuals associated 
or suspected of association with the Qaddafi 
regime, internally displaced persons, refu-
gees, third-country nationals, and other vul-
nerable communities; 

(D) begin a process of national reconcili-
ation and accountability for human rights 
abuses committed by all parties, including 
any committed by forces fighting against the 
Qaddafi regime; and 

(E) work closely with the Organization for 
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency to 
eliminate remaining stockpiles of chemical 
weapon agents and secure existing nuclear 
materials and facilities. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 925. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. ENZI, and Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 674, to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the imposi-
tion of 3 percent withholding on certain pay-
ments made to vendors by government enti-
ties, to modify the calculation of modified 
adjusted gross income for purposes of deter-
mining eligibility for certain healthcare-re-
lated programs, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 926. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 674, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 927. Mr. REID (for Mr. TESTER (for him-
self, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BAUCUS, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. REID, Mr. 
AKAKA, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
KERRY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
WEBB, Mr. BEGICH, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. SCHU-
MER, and Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R. 674, 
supra. 

SA 928. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BURR, 
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr . COATS, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. 
ENZI, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. HELLER, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
JOHANNS, Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin, Mr. 
KIRK, Mr. LEE, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MCCONNELL, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TOOMEY, 
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Mr. VITTER, and Mr. WICKER) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 927 proposed by Mr. REID (for 
Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
BAUCUS, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, 
Mr. REID, Mr. AKAKA, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. KERRY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. WEBB, Mr. BEGICH, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts)) to the bill H.R. 674, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 925. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. ENZI, and Ms. MURKOWSKI) 
submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 674, 
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to repeal the imposition of 3 per-
cent withholding on certain payments 
made to vendors by government enti-
ties, to modify the calculation of modi-
fied adjusted gross income for purposes 
of determining eligibility for certain 
healthcare-related programs, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. LIMITATION ON EXECUTIVE COM-

PENSATION. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available by this or any other Act 
may be used to pay compensation for senior 
executives at the Federal National Mortgage 
Association or Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation in the form of bonuses, during 
any period of conservatorship for those enti-
ties on or after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 926. Mr. THUNE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 674, to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal 
the imposition of 3 percent withholding 
on certain payments made to vendors 
by government entities, to modify the 
calculation of modified adjusted gross 
income for purposes of determining eli-
gibility for certain healthcare-related 
programs, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
TITLE l—REPEAL OF CLASS PROGRAM 

SEC. l. REPEAL OF CLASS PROGRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Title XXXII of the Public 

Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300ll et seq.; re-
lating to the CLASS program) is repealed. 

(b) CONFORMING CHANGES.— 
(1) Title VIII of the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111–148; 124 
Stat. 119, 846–847) is repealed. 

(2) Section 1902(a) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)) is amended— 

(A) by striking paragraphs (81) and (82); 
(B) in paragraph (80), by inserting ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; and 
(C) by redesignating paragraph (83) as para-

graph (81). 
(3) Paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 6021(d) 

of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 1396p note) are amended to read as 
such paragraphs were in effect on the day be-
fore the date of the enactment of section 
8002(d) of the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act (Public Law 111–148). Of the 

funds appropriated by paragraph (3) of such 
section 6021(d), as amended by the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act, the un-
obligated balance is rescinded. 

SA 927. Mr. REID (for Mr. TESTER, 
(for himself, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BAUCUS, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. 
REID, Mr. AKAKA, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. KERRY, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. WEBB, Mr. 
BEGICH, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. SCHUMER, 
and Mr. BROWN, of Massachusetts)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R. 
674, to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to repeal the imposition of 
3 percent withholding on certain pay-
ments made to vendors by government 
entities, to modify the calculation of 
modified adjusted gross income for pur-
poses of determining eligibility for cer-
tain healthcare-related programs, and 
for other purposes; as follows: 

Strike title II and insert the following: 
TITLE II—VOW TO HIRE HEROES 

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘VOW to 

Hire Heroes Act of 2011’’. 
Subtitle A—Retraining Veterans 

SEC. 211. VETERANS RETRAINING ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM. 

(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than July 1, 

2012, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, 
in collaboration with the Secretary of Labor, 
establish and commence a program of re-
training assistance for eligible veterans. 

(2) NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE VETERANS.—The 
number of unique eligible veterans who par-
ticipate in the program established under 
paragraph (1) may not exceed— 

(A) 45,000 during fiscal year 2012; and 
(B) 54,000 during the period beginning Octo-

ber 1, 2012, and ending March 31, 2014. 
(b) RETRAINING ASSISTANCE.—Except as 

provided by subsection (k), each veteran who 
participates in the program established 
under subsection (a)(1) shall be entitled to up 
to 12 months of retraining assistance pro-
vided by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 
Such retraining assistance may only be used 
by the veteran to pursue a program of edu-
cation (as such term is defined in section 
3452(b) of title 38, United States Code) for 
training, on a full-time basis, that— 

(1) is approved under chapter 36 of such 
title; 

(2) is offered by a community college or 
technical school; 

(3) leads to an associate degree or a certifi-
cate (or other similar evidence of the com-
pletion of the program of education or train-
ing); 

(4) is designed to provide training for a 
high-demand occupation, as determined by 
the Commissioner of Labor Statistics; and 

(5) begins on or after July 1, 2012. 
(c) MONTHLY CERTIFICATION.—Each veteran 

who participates in the program established 
under subsection (a)(1) shall certify to the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs the enrollment 
of the veteran in a program of education de-
scribed in subsection (b) for each month in 
which the veteran participates in the pro-
gram. 

(d) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—The monthly 
amount of the retraining assistance payable 
under this section is the amount in effect 
under section 3015(a)(1) of title 38, United 
States Code. 

(e) ELIGIBILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, an eligible veteran is a veteran who— 

(A) as of the date of the submittal of the 
application for assistance under this section, 
is at least 35 years of age but not more than 
60 years of age; 

(B) was last discharged from active duty 
service in the Armed Forces under condi-
tions other than dishonorable; 

(C) as of the date of the submittal of the 
application for assistance under this section, 
is unemployed; 

(D) as of the date of the submittal of the 
application for assistance under this section, 
is not eligible to receive educational assist-
ance under chapter 30, 31, 32, 33, or 35 of title 
38, United States Code, or chapter 1606 or 
1607 of title 10, United States Code; 

(E) is not in receipt of compensation for a 
service-connected disability rated totally 
disabling by reason of unemployability; 

(F) was not and is not enrolled in any Fed-
eral or State job training program at any 
time during the 180-day period ending on the 
date of the submittal of the application for 
assistance under this section; and 

(G) by not later than October 1, 2013, sub-
mits to the Secretary of Labor an applica-
tion for assistance under this section con-
taining such information and assurances as 
that Secretary may require. 

(2) DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY.— 
(A) DETERMINATION BY SECRETARY OF 

LABOR.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—For each application for 

assistance under this section received by the 
Secretary of Labor from an applicant, the 
Secretary of Labor shall determine whether 
the applicant is eligible for such assistance 
under subparagraphs (A), (C), (F), and (G) of 
paragraph (1). 

(ii) REFERRAL TO SECRETARY OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS.—If the Secretary of Labor deter-
mines under clause (i) that an applicant is 
eligible for assistance under this section, the 
Secretary of Labor shall forward the applica-
tion of such applicant to the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs in accordance with the 
terms of the agreement required by sub-
section (h). 

(B) DETERMINATION BY SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.—For each application relat-
ing to an applicant received by the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs under subparagraph 
(A)(ii), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall determine under subparagraphs (B), 
(D), and (E) of paragraph (1) whether such 
applicant is eligible for assistance under this 
section. 

(f) EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE.—For each 
veteran who participates in the program es-
tablished under subsection (a)(1), the Sec-
retary of Labor shall contact such veteran 
not later than 30 days after the date on 
which the veteran completes, or terminates 
participation in, such program to facilitate 
employment of such veteran and availability 
or provision of employment placement serv-
ices to such veteran. 

(g) CHARGING OF ASSISTANCE AGAINST 
OTHER ENTITLEMENT.—Assistance provided 
under this section shall be counted against 
the aggregate period for which section 3695 of 
title 38, United States Code, limits the indi-
vidual’s receipt of educational assistance 
under laws administered by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. 

(h) JOINT AGREEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs and the Secretary of Labor shall 
enter into an agreement to carry out this 
section. 

(2) APPEALS PROCESS.—The agreement re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall include estab-
lishment of a process for resolving disputes 
relating to and appeals of decisions of the 
Secretaries under subsection (e)(2). 

(i) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than July 1, 

2014, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, 
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