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a correction in the enrollment of S. 1280; 
considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 35 

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
the name of the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 35, a bill to establish background 
check procedures for gun shows. 

S. 84 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
84, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow refunds of 
Federal motor fuel excise taxes on 
fuels used in mobile mammography ve-
hicles. 

S. 306 
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name 

of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr. 
UDALL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
306, a bill to establish the National 
Criminal Justice Commission. 

S. 362 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 362, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for a 
Pancreatic Cancer Initiative, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 434 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
434, a bill to improve and expand geo-
graphic literacy among kindergarten 
through grade 12 students in the United 
States by improving professional devel-
opment programs for kindergarten 
through grade 12 teachers offered 
through institutions of higher edu-
cation. 

S. 471 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. KOHL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 471, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Army to study the feasibility of 
the hydrological separation of the 
Great Lakes and Mississippi River Ba-
sins. 

S. 481 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 481, a bill to enhance and 
further research into the prevention 
and treatment of eating disorders, to 
improve access to treatment of eating 
disorders, and for other purposes. 

S. 545 
At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-

rado, the name of the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 545, a bill to amend 
the Energy Employees Occupational 
Illness Compensation Program Act of 
2000 to strengthen the quality control 
measures in place for part B lung dis-
ease claims and part E processes with 
independent reviews. 

S. 595 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from California 

(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 595, a bill to amend title VIII of 
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require the Sec-
retary of Education to complete pay-
ments under such title to local edu-
cational agencies eligible for such pay-
ments within 3 fiscal years. 

S. 596 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 596, a bill to establish a 
grant program to benefit victims of sex 
trafficking, and for other purposes. 

S. 707 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from 
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) and the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 707, a bill to 
amend the Animal Welfare Act to pro-
vide further protection for puppies. 

S. 797 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 797, a bill to amend the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide 
more effective remedies to victims of 
discrimination in the payment of 
wages on the basis of sex, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 877 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 877, a bill to prevent taxpayer- 
funded elective abortions by applying 
the longstanding policy of the Hyde 
amendment to the new health care law. 

S. 1107 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1107, a bill to authorize 
and support psoriasis and psoriatic ar-
thritis data collection, to express the 
sense of the Congress to encourage and 
leverage public and private investment 
in psoriasis research with a particular 
focus on interdisciplinary collaborative 
research on the relationship between 
psoriasis and its comorbid conditions, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1241 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1241, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to prohibit taking 
minors across State lines in cir-
cumvention of laws requiring the in-
volvement of parents in abortion deci-
sions. 

S. 1301 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON), the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from 
Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1301, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal years 2012 to 
2015 for the Trafficking Victims Pro-

tection Act of 2000, to enhance meas-
ures to combat trafficking in person, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1487 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of Wis-

consin, his name was withdrawn as a 
cosponsor of S. 1487, a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
coordination with the Secretary of 
State, to establish a program to issue 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
Business Travel Cards, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1494 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BAUCUS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1494, a bill to reauthorize and 
amend the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation Establishment Act. 

S. 1514 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1514, a bill to authorize the President 
to award a gold medal on behalf of the 
Congress to Elouise Pepion Cobell, in 
recognition of her outstanding and en-
during contributions to American Indi-
ans, Alaska Natives, and the Nation 
through her tireless pursuit of justice. 

S. 1541 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) and the Senator from Ne-
vada (Mr. HELLER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1541, a bill to revise the 
Federal charter for the Blue Star 
Mothers of America, Inc. to reflect a 
change in eligibility requirements for 
membership. 

S. 1616 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1616, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt certain 
stock of real estate investment trusts 
from the tax on foreign investments in 
United States real property interests, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1675 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1675, a bill to improve student 
academic achievement in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics 
subjects. 

S. 1676 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI), the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1676, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide 
for taxpayers making donations with 
their returns of income tax to the Fed-
eral Government to pay down the pub-
lic debt. 

S. 1680 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1680, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
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the Social Security Act to protect and 
preserve access of Medicare bene-
ficiaries in rural areas to health care 
providers under the Medicare program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1694 

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1694, a bill to limit the 
use of cost-type contracts by the De-
partment of Defense for major defense 
acquisition programs. 

S. RES. 291 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 291, a 
resolution recognizing the religious 
and historical significance of the fes-
tival of Diwali. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. 
NELSON of Florida, Mr. BEGICH, 
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and 
Mr. CARDIN). 

S. 1701. A bill to amend the Harmful 
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research 
and Control Act of 1998, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Amendments Act of 2011. This bill 
would enhance the research programs 
established in the Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Act of 1998 and reauthorized in 
2004, which have greatly enhanced our 
ability to predict outbreaks of harmful 
algal blooms, HABs, and the extent of 
hypoxic zones. But knowing when out-
breaks will occur is only half the bat-
tle. This bill addresses not only the 
mitigation and prevention of HABs and 
hypoxia, but also prioritizes the effec-
tive transition of research products 
into implementable actions that state 
and local governments can take to 
minimize adverse impacts. 

I am proud to continue my leadership 
on this important issue and I particu-
larly want to thank my counterpart on 
this key piece of legislation, Senator 
BILL NELSON. I also want to thank the 
bill’s additional co-sponsors, Senators 
BEGICH, ROCKEFELLER, WHITEHOUSE, 
GILLIBRAND and CARDIN for their sup-
port. 

In New England blooms of 
Alexandrium algae, more commonly 
known as ‘‘red tide’’ can cause shellfish 
to accumulate toxins that when con-
sumed by humans lead to paralytic 
shellfish poisoning, PSP, a potentially 
fatal neurological disorder. Therefore, 
when levels of Alexandrium reach dan-
gerous levels, our fishery managers are 
forced to close shellfish beds that pro-
vide hundreds of jobs and add millions 

of dollars to our regional economy. Red 
tide outbreaks—which occur in various 
forms not just in the northeast, but 
along thousands of miles of U.S. coast-
line—have increased dramatically in 
the Gulf of Maine in the last 20 years, 
with major blooms occurring almost 
every year. 

In 2009, Maine’s shellfish industry ex-
perienced a severe economic crisis as 
result of extensive rainfall and subse-
quent outbreak of red tide. The result-
ing closure of 97 percent of the State’s 
shellfish beds and 100 percent of the off-
shore beds in federal waters for several 
months during the peak harvesting 
season was even more damaging to the 
shellfish industry and coastal economy 
than previous outbreaks in 2005 and 
2008. In December 2010, Department of 
Commerce Secretary Locke found that 
the 2009 red tide bloom had caused a 
commercial fishery failure. Despite the 
recognition of their losses, fishermen 
have never received any economic as-
sistance or compensation for the 2009 
fishery disaster. 

The HABs and hypoxia programs are 
critical to Maine’s $50 million shellfish 
industry and the 3000 jobs that depend 
on it. Luckily, we have not experienced 
strong blooms in 2010 and 2011, and re-
cent years have seen an increase in 
testing capabilities that allow for finer 
scale monitoring so that localized 
areas may remain open during an 
event. These critical procedures are a 
direct result of programs established 
by the Harmful Algal Blooms and Hy-
poxia Research and Control Acts of 1998 
and 2004. 

While we have made great strides in 
bloom prediction and monitoring, it is 
clear that these problems are con-
tinuing to increase in magnitude and 
demand our ongoing commitment and 
attention. Harmful algal blooms re-
main prevalent nationwide, and areas 
of hypoxia, also known as ‘‘dead zones’’ 
are now occurring with increasing fre-
quency. Within a dead zone, oxygen 
levels plummet to the point at which 
they can no longer sustain life, driving 
out animals that can move, and killing 
those that cannot. The most infamous 
dead zone occurs annually in the Gulf 
of Mexico, off the shores of Louisiana. 
This area, averaging 6700 square miles 
in size over the last 5 years, is exacer-
bating the already difficult recovery of 
the Gulf region from last year’s dev-
astating oil spill. Dead zones are also 
occurring in more areas than ever be-
fore, including off the coasts of Oregon 
and Texas, and in the Chesapeake Bay. 

The amendments contained in this 
legislation would enhance the Nation’s 
ability to predict, monitor, and ulti-
mately control harmful algal blooms 
and hypoxia. Understanding when 
these blooms will occur is vital, but 
the time has come to take this pro-
gram to the next level—to determine 
not just when an outbreak will occur, 
but how to reduce its intensity or pre-
vent its occurrence all together. This 
bill would build on NOAA’s successes in 
research and forecasting by creating a 

program to mitigate and control HAB 
outbreaks. 

This bill also recognizes the need to 
enhance coordination among state and 
local resource managers—those on the 
front lines who must make the deci-
sions to close beaches or shellfish beds. 
Their decisions are critical to pro-
tecting human health, but can also im-
pose significant economic impacts. The 
bill would require development of Re-
gional Research and Action Plans to 
identify baseline research, possible 
State and local government actions to 
prepare for and mitigate the impacts of 
HABs, and establish outreach strate-
gies to ensure the public is informed of 
the dangers these events can present. A 
regional focus on these issues will en-
sure a more effective and efficient re-
sponse to future events. Finally, this 
bill would provide for research, re-
sponse and mitigation of harmful algal 
blooms annypoxia in fresh water sys-
tems. 

If enacted, this critical reauthoriza-
tion would greatly enhance our Na-
tion’s ability to predict, monitor, miti-
gate, and control outbreaks of HABs 
and hypoxia. Over half the U.S. popu-
lation resides in coastal regions, and 
we must do all in our power to safe-
guard not only their health and the 
health of the marine environment, but 
we must also protect the jobs that de-
pend on it. The existing Harmful Algal 
Bloom and Hypoxia Program has 
achieved a great deal already, and this 
authorization will allow it to continue 
providing such a vital service to the 
nation. I thank Senator BILL NELSON, 
and all of my cosponsors again for 
their efforts in developing this impor-
tant legislation. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1701 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Harmful 
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and 
Control Amendments Act of 2011’’. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT OF HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM 

AND HYPOXIA RESEARCH AND CON-
TROL ACT OF 1998. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided, 
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment 
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, 
the reference shall be considered to be made 
to a section or other provision of the Harm-
ful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and 
Control Act of 1998 (16 U.S.C. 1451 note). 
SEC. 3. FINDINGS. 

Section 602 is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘§ 602. Findings 

‘‘Congress finds the following: 
‘‘(1) Harmful algal blooms and hypoxia— 
‘‘(A) are increasing in frequency and inten-

sity in the Nation’s coastal waters and Great 
Lakes; 

‘‘(B) pose a threat to the health of coastal 
and Great Lakes ecosystems; 

‘‘(C) are costly to coastal economies; and 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:49 Oct 14, 2011 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00035 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A13OC6.014 S13OCPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
6S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-13T07:34:38-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




