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By Mr. PAUL (for himself, Mr. McCON-
NELL, and Mr. COATS):

S. 1648. A bill to terminate the Transpor-
tation Enhancement Program and transfer
the funding dedicated to such program to
carry out the most critical emergency trans-
portation projects identified by the Sec-
retary of Transportation, after consultation
with State and local transportation officials;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Mr. BAUCUS:

S. 1649. A Dbill to amend the provisions of
title 5, United States Code, relating to the
methodology for calculating the amount of
any Postal surplus or supplemental liability
under the Civil Service Retirement System,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr.
JOHANNS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. VITTER,
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. MORAN, and Mr.
KIRK):

S. 1650. A bill to provide for the orderly im-
plementation of the provisions of title VII of
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself and Ms.
SNOWE):

S. 1651. A bill to provide for greater trans-
parency and honesty in the Federal budget
process; to the Committee on the Budget.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. FRANKEN, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. 1652. A bill to amend title 9 of the
United States Code to prohibit mandatory
arbitration clauses in contracts for mobile
service; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. HELLER, and Mr. BEGICH):

S. 16563. A bill to make minor modifications
to the procedures relating to the issuance of
visas; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. UDALL of Colorado (for himself
and Mr. BENNET):

S. 1654. A Dbill to establish an alternative
accountability model; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 2
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 25, a bill to phase out the
Federal sugar program, and for other
purposes.
S. 119
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 119, a bill to preserve open
competition and Federal Government
neutrality towards the labor relations
of Federal Government contractors on
Federal and federally funded construc-
tion projects.
S. 164
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts, the name of the Senator
from Montana (Mr. TESTER) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 164, a bill to repeal
the imposition of withholding on cer-
tain payments made to vendors by gov-
ernment entities.
. 211
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
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sponsor of S. 211, a bill to provide for a
biennial budget process and a biennial
appropriations process and to enhance
oversight and performance of the Fed-
eral Government.
S. 306
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name
of the Senator from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 306, a bill to establish the Na-
tional Criminal Justice Commission.
S. 341
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts, the name of the Senator
from Montana (Mr. TESTER) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 341, a bill to re-
quire the rescission or termination of
Federal contracts and subcontracts
with enemies of the United States.
S. 362
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 362, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for a
Pancreatic Cancer Initiative, and for
other purposes.
S. 418
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 418, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the World War II mem-
bers of the Civil Air Patrol.
S. 436
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
436, a bill to ensure that all individuals
who should be prohibited from buying a
firearm are listed in the national in-
stant criminal background check sys-
tem and require a background check
for every firearm sale.
S. 510
At the request of Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, the name of the Senator from
Hawaii (Mr. AKAKA) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 510, a bill to prevent
drunk driving injuries and fatalities,
and for other purposes.
S. 59
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 595, a bill to amend title VIII of
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require the Sec-
retary of Education to complete pay-
ments under such title to local edu-
cational agencies eligible for such pay-
ments within 3 fiscal years.
S. 838
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 838, a bill to amend the
Toxic Substances Control Act to clar-
ify the jurisdiction of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency with respect
to certain sporting good articles, and
to exempt those articles from a defini-
tion under that Act.
S. 949
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
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(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 949, a bill to amend the National
Oilheat Research Alliance Act of 2000
to reauthorize and improve that Act,
and for other purposes.

S. 1029

At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, the name of the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. COONS) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1029, a bill to amend the
Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act
of 1978 to provide electric consumers
the right to access certain electric en-
ergy information, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1048

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1048, a bill to expand sanctions
imposed with respect to the Islamic
Republic of Iran, North Korea, and
Syria, and for other purposes.

S. 1219

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS), the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) and the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1219, a bill to require
Federal agencies to assess the impact
of Federal action on jobs and job oppor-
tunities, and for other purposes.

S. 1299

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1299, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the centen-
nial of the establishment of Lions
Clubs International.

S. 1301

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1301, a bill to authorize appropriations
for fiscal years 2012 to 2015 for the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000,
to enhance measures to combat traf-
ficking in person, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1315

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1315, a bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to extend public safety officers’
death benefits to fire police officers.

S. 1447

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1447, a bill to amend the
Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Com-
munities Act to authorize the use of
grant funds for dating violence preven-
tion, and for other purposes.

S. 1472

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Florida
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1472, a bill to impose sanctions on
persons making certain investments
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that directly and significantly con-
tribute to the enhancement of the abil-
ity of Syria to develop its petroleum
resources, and for other purposes.
S. 1479
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1479, a bill to preserve Medicare bene-
ficiary choice by restoring and expand-
ing Medicare open enrollment and
disenrollment opportunities.
S. 1508
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. BROWN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1508, a bill to extend loan
limits for programs of the Federal
Housing Administration, the govern-
ment-sponsored enterprises, and the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
for other purposes.
S. 1512
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1512, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 and the Small
Business Act to expand the availability
of employee stock ownership plans in S
corporations, and for other purposes.
S. 1514
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1514, a bill to au-
thorize the President to award a gold
medal on behalf of the Congress to
Elouise Pepion Cobell, in recognition
of her outstanding and enduring con-
tributions to American Indians, Alaska
Natives, and the Nation through her
tireless pursuit of justice.
S. 1527
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) and the Senator from Maine
(Ms. SNOWE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 1527, a bill to authorize the award
of a Congressional gold medal to the
Montford Point Marines of World War
II.
S. 1539
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1539, a bill to provide Taiwan
with critically needed United States-
built multirole fighter aircraft to
strengthen its self-defense capability
against the increasing military threat
from China.
S. 1588
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) and the Senator from Alaska
(Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1588, a bill to protect the
right of individuals to bear arms at
water resources development projects
administered by the Secretary of the
Army, and for other purposes.
S. 1620
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1620, a Dbill to ensure the
icebreaking capabilities of the United
States and for other purposes.
S. 1629
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1629, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to clarify presumptions
relating to the exposure of certain vet-
erans who served in the vicinity of the
Republic of Vietnam, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1632
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1632, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide a look back rule in the case of fed-
erally declared disasters for deter-
mining earned income for purposes of
the child tax credit and the earned in-
come credit, and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 6
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.J.
Res. 6, a joint resolution disapproving
the rule submitted by the Federal Com-
munications Commission with respect
to regulating the Internet and
broadband industry practices.
S.J. RES. 21
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 21, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States rel-
ative to equal rights for men and
women.
S. RES. 132
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) was added as
a cosponsor of S. Res. 132, a resolution
recognizing and honoring the zoos and
aquariums of the United States.
S. RES. 251
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 261, a resolution expressing sup-
port for improvement in the collection,
processing, and consumption of recy-
clable materials throughout the United
States.
AMENDMENT NO. 669
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) and the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 669 intended to be
proposed to S. 1619, a bill to provide for
identification of misaligned currency,
require action to correct the misalign-
ment, and for other purposes.

————————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS
By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and
Mr. HARKIN):
S. 1644. A Dbill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand work-
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place health incentives by equalizing
the tax consequences of employee ath-
letic facility use; to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce the Workforce Health Im-
provement Program Act of 2011, other-
wise known as the WHIP Act. I am very
pleased to be joined again by my good
friend and colleague, Senator ToM HAR-
KIN, who shares my commitment to
helping keep America fit.

Public health experts unanimously
agree that people who maintain active
and healthy lifestyles dramatically re-
duce their risk of contracting chronic
diseases. And as the government works
to reign in the high cost of health care,
it is worth talking about what we all
can do to help ourselves. As you know,
prevention is key, and exercise is a pri-
mary component in the prevention of
many adverse health conditions that
can arise over one’s lifetime. A phys-
ically fit population helps to decrease
health-care costs, reduce governmental
spending, reduce illnesses, and improve
worker productivity.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, CDC, the eco-
nomic cost alone to businesses in the
form of health insurance and absentee-
ism is more that $15 billion. Addition-
ally, the CDC estimates that more than
one-third of all U.S. adults fail to meet
minimum recommendations for aerobic
physical activity. With physical inac-
tivity being a key contributing factor
to overweight and obesity, and ad-
versely affecting workforce produc-
tivity, we quite simply need to do more
to help employers encourage exercise.

Given the tremendous benefits exer-
cise provides, I believe Congress has a
duty to create as many incentives as
possible to get Americans off the
couch, up, and moving.

With this in mind, I am reintro-
ducing the WHIP Act.

Current law already permits busi-
nesses to deduct the cost of on-site
workout facilities, which are provided
for the benefit of employees on a pre-
tax basis. But if a business wants or
needs to outsource these health bene-
fits, they and/or their employees are
required to bear the full cost. In other
words, employees who receive off-site
fitness center subsidies are required to
pay income tax on the benefits, and
their employers bear the associated ad-
ministrative costs of complying with
the IRS rules.

The WHIP Act would correct this in-
equity in the tax code to the benefit of
many smaller businesses and their em-
ployees. Specifically, it would provide
an employer’s right to deduct up to
$900 of the cost of providing health club
benefits off-site for their employees. In
addition, the employer’s contribution
to the cost of the health club fees
would not be taxable income for em-
ployees—creating an incentive for
more employers to contribute to the
health and welfare of their employees.

The WHIP Act is an important step
in reversing the largely preventable
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