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September 23, 2011

NATIONAL BRAIN ANEURYSM
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent the
HELP Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 248 and
the Senate proceed to its consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 248) supporting the
goals and ideals of National Brain Aneurysm
Awareness Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and any statements relating
to the matter be placed in the RECORD
as if read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 248

Whereas a brain aneurysm is an abnormal
saccular or fusiform bulging of an artery in
the brain;

Whereas an estimated 1 out of every 50 peo-
ple in the United States will develop a brain
aneurysm;

Whereas brain aneurysms are most likely
to occur in people between the ages of 35 and
60;

Whereas brain aneurysms are more likely
to occur in women than in men by a 3-to-2
ratio;

Whereas brain aneurysms are more likely
to occur in African-Americans than in
Whites by a 2-to-1 ratio;

Whereas various risk factors can con-
tribute to the formation of a brain aneu-
rysm, including infection, tumors, traumatic
head injury, drug use, smoking, hyper-
tension, and a family history of brain aneu-
rysms;

Whereas approximately 6,000,000 people in
the United States will develop a brain aneu-
rysm that will not rupture;

Whereas an unruptured brain aneurysm
can lead to fatigue, short-term memory
problems, speech problems, loss of balance
and coordination, and changes in behavior;

Whereas a brain aneurysm is often discov-
ered when it ruptures and causes a subarach-
noid hemorrhage;

Whereas a subarachnoid hemorrhage can
lead to brain damage, hydrocephalus, stroke,
and death;

Whereas annually more than 30,000 people
in the United States suffer from ruptured
brain aneurysms;

Whereas annually between 3,000 and 4,500
people in the United States with ruptured
brain aneurysms die before reaching the hos-
pital;

Whereas a number of advancements have
been made in recent years regarding the de-
tection of aneurysms, including the comput-
erized tomography scan, the magnetic reso-
nance imaging test, and the cerebral arterio-
gram;

248) was

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Whereas September 1is an appropriate
month to designate as ‘‘National Brain An-
eurysm Awareness Month’’; and

Whereas various research studies are cur-
rently being conducted in the United States
in order to better understand, prevent, and
treat brain aneurysms: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Brain Aneurysm Awareness Month;
and

(2) continues to support research to pre-
vent and treat brain aneurysms.

———

CONGRATULATING NUNAKA
VALLEY LITTLE LEAGUE

NATIONAL MEDICINE ABUSE
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the Judiciary Committee be dis-
charged from the following resolutions
en bloc, and the Senate proceed to
their consideration en bloc: S. Res. 273
and S. Res. 261.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolutions by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 273) congratulating
the Nunaka Valley Little League junior girls
softball team on their performance in the
Junior League Softball World Series.

A resolution (S. Res. 261) designating the
month of October 2011 as ‘‘National Medicine
Abuse Awareness Month.”

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. I ask
unanimous consent the resolutions be
agreed to, the preambles be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table en bloc, with no intervening
action or debate, and any related state-
ments be printed in the RECORD as if
read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:

S. RES. 273

Whereas the Nunaka Valley Little League
junior girls softball team is comprised of
young women from Anchorage, Alaska, who
play softball;

Whereas the Nunaka Valley Little League
junior girls softball team compiled an im-
pressive record in the 2011 regular season,
outscoring opponents 428 to 83;

Whereas the Nunaka Valley Little League
junior girls softball team was undefeated in
the district and State tournaments on the
way to winning the Alaska State Champion-
ship;

Whereas the Nunaka Valley Little League
junior girls softball team was undefeated in
4 games and won the West Regional Tour-
nament held in Marana, Arizona;

Whereas in August, 2011, the Nunaka Val-
ley Little League junior girls softball team
represented the West Region at the Junior
League Softball World Series in Kirkland,
Washington;

Whereas in 2011, Nunaka Valley Little
League junior girls softball team manager
Richard Knowles led the team to the Junior
League Softball World Series for the second
time in 3 years;
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Whereas in 2011, the Nunaka Valley Little
League junior girls softball team won 4
games and lost just 2 games en route to a
third place finish in the Junior League Soft-
ball World Series;

Whereas more than 2,000 teams and 30,000
players compete in Junior League Girls Soft-
ball each year;

Whereas the Nunaka Valley Little League
junior girls softball team finished the 2011
season ranked third in the world;

Whereas the hard work and dedication of
the entire Nunaka Valley Little League jun-
ior girls softball team and the support of
their families led the team to success in 2011;

Whereas Little League softball and base-
ball has provided a positive athletic experi-
ence and fostered teamwork and sportsman-
ship to millions of children in the United
States and around the world; and

Whereas Alaskans everywhere are proud of
the Nunaka Valley Little League junior girls
athletes, Jacynne Augufa, Leilani Blair,
Heather Breslin, Metanoya Fiame, Morgan
Hill, Julia Merritt, Gabrielle Meyerson,
Taria Page, Hannah Peterson, Sydney
Smith, Lauren Syrup, and Nanea Tali, on the
2011 softball season: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the athletes, parents, and
coaching staff of the Nunaka Valley Little
League junior girls softball team on an im-
pressive 2011 season; and

(2) respectfully requests the Secretary of
the Senate to transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the Nunaka Valley Little League Presi-
dent, Greg Davis; and

(B) the Nunaka Valley Little League jun-
ior girls softball team manager, Richard
Knowles, and coaches Rick Peterson and
Richard Hill.

S. RES. 261

Whereas over-the-counter and prescription
medicines approved by the Food and Drug
Administration have been determined to be
safe and effective when used properly;

Whereas the abuse of such medicines can
be extremely dangerous and produce serious
side effects;

Whereas according to the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration’s
2010 National Survey on Drug Use and
Health, the nonmedical use of prescription
drugs has risen, with 2.5 percent of the popu-
lation engaging in nonmedical use of pre-
scription drugs in 2008 and 2.8 percent of the
population engaging in such use in 2009;

Whereas the 2010 National Survey on Drug
Use and Health illustrates that the abuse of
prescription medications such as pain reliev-
ers, tranquilizers, stimulants, and sedatives
is second only to marijuana, the most com-
monly abused illegal drug in the United
States;

Whereas the 2010 Monitoring the Future
survey, funded by the National Institutes of
Health, indicates that approximately 5 per-
cent of teenagers in the United States report
having abused an over-the-counter cough
medicine to get high, and prescription and
over-the-counter drugs account for 8 of the
14 most frequently abused drugs by students
in grade 12;

Whereas the 2010 Monitoring the Future
survey also indicates that the intentional
abuse of cough medicine among students in
grades 8, 10, and 12 is at 3.2 percent, 5.1 per-
cent, and 6.6 percent, respectively;

Whereas according to research from The
Partnership at DrugFree.org, more than one-
third of teenagers mistakenly believe that
taking prescription drugs, even if not pre-
scribed by a doctor, is much safer than using
street drugs;

Whereas the lack of understanding by teen-
agers and parents of the potential harm of
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such powerful medicines makes it more crit-
ical than ever to raise public awareness
about the dangers of the abuse of such drugs;

Whereas when prescription drugs are
abused, such drugs are most often obtained
through friends and relatives;

Whereas parents should be aware that the
Internet gives teenagers access to websites
that promote the abuse of medicines;

Whereas the designation of ‘‘National Med-
icine Abuse Awareness Month’ promotes the
message that over-the-counter and prescrip-
tion medicines should be taken only as la-
beled or prescribed, and such medicines can
have serious or life-threatening con-
sequences when used to get high or in large
doses;

Whereas the designation of ‘“‘National Med-
icine Abuse Awareness Month’ will encour-
age parents to educate themselves about the
problem of abuse of over-the-counter and
prescription medicines, and talk to their
teens about all types of substance abuse;

Whereas observance of ‘‘National Medicine
Abuse Awareness Month” should be encour-
aged at the national, State, and local levels
to increase awareness of the abuse of medi-
cines;

Whereas educational tools, training pro-
grams, and strategies have been developed by
the national organization that represents
5,000 anti-drug coalitions nationwide and the
association representing makers of over-the-
counter medicines, in order to help local coa-
litions demonstrate the best ways to engage
and educate parents and grandparents,
teachers, law enforcement officials, doctors,
other healthcare professionals, and retailers
about the potential harms of cough medicine
abuse;

Whereas a partnership of nonprofit associa-
tions specializing in raising media awareness
about substance abuse and organizations
that represent the leading makers of over-
the-counter drugs have developed a nation-
wide prevention campaign that utilizes re-
search-based educational advertisements,
public relations and news media, and the
Internet to inform parents about the nega-
tive teen behavior of intentional abuse of
medicines, in order to empower parents to ef-
fectively communicate with their children
about this dangerous trend and to take nec-
essary steps to safeguard prescription and
over-the-counter medicines in their homes;
and

Whereas educating the public on the dan-
gers of medicine abuse and promoting pre-
vention of medicine abuse are critical com-
ponents of what must be a multi-pronged ef-
fort to curb prescription and over-the-
counter medicine abuse: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the month of October 2011 as
“National Medicine Abuse Awareness
Month”’; and

(2) urges communities to carry out appro-
priate programs and activities to educate
parents and youth about the potential dan-
gers associated with medicine abuse.

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration en bloc of the fol-
lowing resolutions which were sub-
mitted earlier today: S. Res. 276, S.
Res. 277, S. Res. 278, S. Res. 279, S. Res.
280, and S. Res. 281, which were sub-
mitted earlier today.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. I ask
unanimous consent that the resolu-
tions be agreed to, the preambles be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid on the table en bloc, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:

S. REsS. 276
Expressing support for the goals and ideals
of National Infant Mortality Awareness

Month 2011

Whereas ‘‘infant mortality’’ refers to the
death of a baby before his or her first birth-
day;

Whereas the United States ranks 41st
among industrialized countries in the rate of
infant mortality;

Whereas high rates of infant mortality are
especially prevalent in communities with
large minority populations, high rates of un-
employment and poverty, and limited access
to safe housing and medical providers;

Whereas premature birth is a leading cause
of infant mortality;

Whereas according to the Institute of Med-
icine of the National Academies, premature
birth costs the United States more than
$26,000,000,000 annually;

Whereas infant mortality can be substan-
tially reduced through community-based
services such as outreach, home visitation,
case management, health education, and
interconceptional care;

Whereas support for community-based pro-
grams to reduce infant mortality can result
in lower future spending on medical inter-
ventions, special education, and other social
services that may be needed for infants and
children who are born with a low birth
weight;

Whereas the Department of Health and
Human Services, through the Office of Mi-
nority Health, has implemented the ‘A
Healthy Baby Begins With You’’ campaign;

Whereas the Maternal and Child Health
Bureau of the Health Resources and Services
Administration has provided national leader-
ship on the issue of infant mortality;

Whereas public awareness and education
campaigns on infant mortality are held dur-
ing the month of September each year; and

Whereas September 2011 has been des-
ignated as ‘‘National Infant Mortality
Awareness Month”’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Infant Mortality Awareness Month
2011;

(2) supports efforts to educate people in the
United States about infant mortality and
the factors that contribute to infant mor-
tality;

(3) supports efforts to reduce infant deaths,
low birth weight, pre-term births, and dis-
parities in perinatal outcomes;

(4) recognizes the critical importance of in-
cluding efforts to reduce infant mortality
and the factors that contribute to infant
mortality as part of prevention and wellness
strategies; and

(5) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe National Infant Mortality
Awareness Month with appropriate programs
and activities.

S. RES. 277
Recognizing the month of October 2011 as
‘“‘National Principals Month”’

Whereas the National Association of Sec-

ondary School Principals and the National
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Association of Elementary School Principals
have declared the month of October 2011 as
‘“National Principals Month”’;

Whereas principals are educational vision-
aries, instructional and assessment leaders,
disciplinarians, community builders, budget
analysts, facilities managers, and adminis-
trators of legal and contractual obligations;

Whereas principals work collaboratively
with teachers and parents to develop and im-
plement a clear mission, high curriculum
standards, and performance goals;

Whereas principals create school environ-
ments that facilitate great teaching and
learning and continuous school improve-
ment;

Whereas the vision, actions, and dedication
of principals provide the mobilizing force be-
hind any school reform effort; and

Whereas the celebration of ‘‘National Prin-
cipals Month” would honor elementary
school, middle school, and high school prin-
cipals, and recognize the importance of prin-
cipals in ensuring that every child has access
to a high-quality education: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the month of October 2011 as
‘““National Principals Month’’; and

(2) honors the contribution of principals in
the elementary schools, middle schools, and
high schools of our Nation by supporting the
goals and ideals of ‘National Principals
Month™.

S. RES. 278
Designating September 2011 as ‘‘National
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month”’

Whereas countless families in the United
States live with prostate cancer;

Whereas 1 in 6 males in the United States
will be diagnosed with prostate cancer in his
lifetime;

Whereas prostate cancer is the most com-
monly diagnosed non-skin cancer and the
second most common cause of cancer-related
deaths among males in the United States;

Whereas in 2011, the American Cancer Soci-
ety estimates that 240,890 males in the
United States will be diagnosed with pros-
tate cancer, and 33,720 males will die from
the disease;

Whereas 30 percent of newly diagnosed
prostate cancer cases occur in males under
the age of 65;

Whereas approximately every 14 seconds, a
male in the United States turns 50 years old
and increases his odds of developing cancer,
including prostate cancer;

Whereas African-American males suffer
from a prostate cancer incidence rate that is
up to 65 percent higher than White males and
have double the prostate cancer mortality
rate of White males;

Whereas obesity is a significant predictor
of the severity of prostate cancer;

Whereas the probability that obesity will
lead to death and high cholesterol levels is
strongly associated with advanced prostate
cancer;

Whereas males in the United States with 1
family member diagnosed with prostate can-
cer have a 1 in 3 chance of being diagnosed
with the disease, males with 2 family mem-
bers diagnosed have an 83 percent chance,
and males with 3 family members diagnosed
have a 97 percent chance;

Whereas screening by a digital rectal ex-
amination and a prostate-specific antigen
blood test can detect the disease at the early
stages, increasing the chances of survival for
more than 5 years to nearly 100 percent;

Whereas only 33 percent of males survive
more than 5 years if diagnosed during the
late stages of the disease;

Whereas there are no noticeable symptoms
of prostate cancer while it is still in the
early stages, making screening critical;
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