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H.R. 2219. A bill making appropriations for
the Department of Defense for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 112-77).

By Ms. MIKULSKI, from the Committee on
Appropriations, without amendment:

S. 1572. An original bill making appropria-
tions for Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice, and Science, and Related Agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 112-78).

By Mr. DURBIN, from the Committee on
Appropriations, without amendment:

S. 15673. An original bill making appropria-
tions for financial services and general gov-
ernment for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 112-79).

By Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, from the
Committee on Appropriations, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

H.R. 2551. A bill making appropriations for
the Legislative Branch for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 112-80).

——————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. LEAHY for the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Edgardo Ramos, of Connecticut, to be
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of New York.

Andrew L. Carter, Jr., of New York, to be
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of New York.

James Rodney Gilstrap, of Texas, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Texas.

Jesse M. Furman, of New York, to be
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of New York.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. BEN-

NET, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. COONS, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. COCHRAN, and Mr.
INHOFE):

S. 1561. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the deduct-
ibility of charitable contributions to agricul-
tural research organizations, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LUGAR (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS):

S. 1662. A bill to amend section 1502 of title
5, United States Code, to permit law enforce-
ment officers to be candidates for sheriff,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mr.
BROWN of Massachusetts):

S. 1663. A bill to require the President’s
budget to include, at a minimum, a request
for disaster funding based on to the 10 year
average; to the Committee on the Budget.

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico (for
himself and Mr. CRAPO):

S. 1564. A Dbill to amend the Clean Air Act
to improve the renewable fuel program by
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combining the categories of ‘‘cellulosic
biofuel’” and ‘‘advance biofuel” into 1
technology- and feedstock-neutral category
of ‘“‘advanced biofuel”, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 15665. A bill to establish the National
Competition for Community Renewal to en-
courage communities to adopt innovative
strategies and design principles to programs
related to poverty prevention, recovery and
response, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. BURR, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. RUBIO, and
Mr. WICKER):

S. 1566. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 regard-
ing public charter schools; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. KIRK, Mr. ROBERTS, and
Mr. WICKER):

S. 1567. A bill to amend title IT of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
BURR, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. COR-
NYN):

S. 15668. A bill to amend section 9401 of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 with regard to waivers of statutory and
regulatory requirements; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. WICKER):

S. 1569. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to pro-
vide State educational agencies and local
educational agencies with flexible Federal
education funding that will allow such State
and local educational agencies to fund lo-
cally determined programs and initiatives
that meet the varied and unique needs of in-
dividual States and localities; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. McCAIN:

S. 1570. A bill to provide for high-quality
academic tutoring for low-income students,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr.
ALEXANDER, Mr. KIRK, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
ROBERTS, and Mr. WICKER):

S. 1571. A bill to amend title I of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. MIKULSKI:

S. 1572. An original bill making appropria-
tions for Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice, and Science, and Related Agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes; from the Committee on
Appropriations; placed on the calendar.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 1573. An original bill making appropria-
tions for financial services and general gov-
ernment for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes; from
the Committee on Appropriations; placed on
the calendar.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:
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By Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. REID, Mr.
AKAKA, Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE,
Mr. BAucuUS, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts, Mr.
BROWN of Ohio, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. COATS,
Mr. COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. COONS, Mr.
CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
DEMINT, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs. HAGAN,
Mr. HARKIN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HELLER,
Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr.
JOHANNS, Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin,
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. KoHL, Mr. KyL, Ms. LANDRIEU,
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
LEE, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr.
LUGAR, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MCcCCAIN,
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MORAN,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. NELSON of
Florida, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr.
PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
SHELBY, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TOOMEY,
Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. UDALL of
New Mexico, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. WEBB, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 268. A resolution relative to the
death of the Honorable Malcolm Wallop,
former Senator for the State of Wyoming;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mrs.
HAGAN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. BURR,
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CHAMBLISS, Mr. COBURN, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. CoOONs, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
DEMINT, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. NELSON
of Florida, Mr. CARPER, and Mr.
LEVIN):

S. Res. 269. A resolution designating the
week beginning September 19, 2011, as ‘‘Na-
tional Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities Week’’; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for him-
self, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. NELSON of
Florida, and Mr. ISAKSON):

S. Res. 270. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Life Insurance
Awareness Month’; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 228

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of Wis-
consin, his name was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 228, a bill to preempt reg-
ulation of, action relating to, or con-
sideration of greenhouse gases under
Federal and common law on enactment
of a Federal policy to mitigate climate
change.

S. 366

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 366, a bill to require dis-
closure to the Securities and Exchange
Commission of certain sanctionable ac-
tivities, and for other purposes.
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S. 384
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 384, a bill to amend title
39, United States Code, to extend the
authority of the United States Postal
Service to issue a semipostal to raise
funds for breast cancer research.
S. 412
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
412, a bill to ensure that amounts cred-
ited to the Harbor Maintenance Trust
Fund are used for harbor maintenance.
S. 434
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
434, a bill to improve and expand geo-
graphic literacy among Kindergarten
through grade 12 students in the United
States by improving professional devel-
opment programs for Kkindergarten
through grade 12 teachers offered
through institutions of higher edu-
cation.
S. 484
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
484, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Education to pay to Fort Lewis College
in the State of Colorado an amount
equal to the tuition charges for Indian
students who are not residents of the
State of Colorado.
S. 497
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
497, a bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to modify the re-
quirements of the visa waiver program
and for other purposes.
S. 506
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
506, a bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
address and take action to prevent bul-
lying and harassment of students.
S. 641
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 641, a bill to provide 100,000,000
people with first-time access to safe
drinking water and sanitation on a sus-
tainable basis within six years by im-
proving the capacity of the United
States Government to fully implement
the Senator Paul Simon Water for the
Poor Act of 2005.
S. 693
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of Wis-
consin, his name was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 693, a bill to establish a
term certain for the conservatorships
of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, to pro-
vide conditions for continued operation
of such enterprises, and to provide for
the wind down of such operations and
dissolution of such enterprises.
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S. 742
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Ohio,
the name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 742, a bill to amend chapters 83
and 84 of title 5, United States Code, to
set the age at which Members of Con-
gress are eligible for an annuity to the
same age as the retirement age under
the Social Security Act.
S. 821
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 821, a bill to amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to elimi-
nate discrimination in the immigra-
tion laws by permitting permanent
partners of United States citizens and
lawful permanent residents to obtain
lawful permanent resident status in
the same manner as spouses of citizens
and lawful permanent residents and to
penalize immigration fraud in connec-
tion with permanent partnerships.
S. 1002
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. BROWN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1002, a bill to prohibit
theft of medical products, and for other
purposes.
S. 1025
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1025, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to enhance the national
defense through empowerment of the
National Guard, enhancement of the
functions of the National Guard Bu-
reau, and improvement of Federal-
State military coordination in domes-
tic emergency response, and for other
purposes.
S. 1039
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RiscH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1039, a bill to impose sanctions on per-
sons responsible for the detention,
abuse, or death of Sergei Magnitsky,
for the conspiracy to defraud the Rus-
sian Federation of taxes on corporate
profits through fraudulent transactions
and lawsuits against Hermitage, and
for other gross violations of human
rights in the Russian Federation, and
for other purposes.
S. 1094
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1094, a bill to reauthorize the Com-
bating Autism Act of 2006 (Public Law
109-416).
S. 1151
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1151, a bill to prevent and
mitigate identity theft, to ensure pri-
vacy, to provide notice of security
breaches, and to enhance criminal pen-
alties, law enforcement assistance, and
other protections against security
breaches, fraudulent access, and misuse
of personally identifiable information.
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S. 1214
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1214, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, regarding restric-
tions on the use of Department of De-
fense funds and facilities for abortions.
S. 1280
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1280, a bill to amend the Peace
Corps Act to require sexual assault
risk-reduction and response training,
and the development of sexual assault
protocol and guidelines, the establish-
ment of victims advocates, the estab-
lishment of a Sexual Assault Advisory
Council, and for other purposes.
S. 1301
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) and the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. BURR) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1301, a bill to authorize
appropriations for fiscal years 2012 to
2015 for the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000, to enhance meas-
ures to combat trafficking in person,
and for other purposes.
S. 1335
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1335, a bill to amend title 49,
United States Code, to provide rights
for pilots, and for other purposes.
S. 1366
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
Ri1scH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1366, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to broaden the special
rules for certain governmental plans
under section 105(j) to include plans es-
tablished by political subdivisions.
S. 1369
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1369, a bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to exempt
the conduct of silvicultural activities
from national pollutant discharge
elimination system permitting require-
ments.
S. 1392
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1392, a bill to provide ad-
ditional time for the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency
to issue achievable standards for indus-
trial, commercial, and institutional
boilers, process heaters, and inciner-
ators, and for other purposes.
S. 1399
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. UDpALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1399, a bill to protect children af-
fected by immigration enforcement ac-
tions, and for other purposes.
S. 1472
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Indiana
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(Mr. CoATs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1472, a bill to impose sanctions on
persons making certain investments
that directly and significantly con-
tribute to the enhancement of the abil-
ity of Syria to develop its petroleum
resources, and for other purposes.
S. 1514
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID), the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY), the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1514, a bill to authorize
the President to award a gold medal on
behalf of the Congress to Elouise
Pepion Cobell, in recognition of her
outstanding and enduring contribu-
tions to American Indians, Alaska Na-
tives, and the Nation through her tire-
less pursuit of justice.
S. 1523
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. CHAMBLISS), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator
from Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON), the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO) and
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1523, a
bill to prohibit the National Labor Re-
lations Board from ordering any em-
ployers to close, relocate, or transfer
employment under any circumstance.
S. 1528
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1528, a bill to amend the Clean
Air Act to limit Federal regulation of
nuisance dust in areas in which that
dust is regulated under State, tribal, or
local law, to establish a temporary pro-
hibition against revising any national
ambient air quality standard applica-
ble to coarse particulate matter, and
for other purposes.
S. 1538
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 15638, a bill to provide for a time-
out on certain regulations, and for
other purposes.
S. 1540
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1540, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow credits for
the purchase of franchises by veterans.
S. 1552
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1552, a bill to amend the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 to provide an excep-
tion to that Act for actions carried out
against grizzly bears in self-defense,
defense of others, or a reasonable belief
of imminent danger.
S. 1558
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1558, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to apply
payroll taxes to remuneration and
earnings from self-employment up to
the contribution and benefit base and
to remuneration in excess of $250,000.
S. RES. 232

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. UDnALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 232, a resolution recognizing
the continued persecution of Falun
Gong practitioners in China on the 12th
anniversary of the campaign by the
Chinese Communist Party to suppress
the Falun Gong movement, recognizing
the Tuidang movement whereby Chi-
nese citizens renounce their ties to the
Chinese Communist Party and its af-
filiates, and calling for an immediate
end to the campaign to persecute
Falun Gong practitioners.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. BROWN of Ohio,
Mr. BENNET, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
CooNs, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. COCH-
RAN, and Mr. INHOFE):

S. 1561. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the
deductibility of charitable contribu-
tions to agricultural research organiza-
tions, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, Agri-
culture is one of the key forces driving
Oklahoma’s economy. In 2008 alone,
Oklahoma’s agriculture industry di-
rectly supported 188,000 jobs and con-
tributed more than $8.5 billion to the
States’s economy. The importance of
agriculture to the Nation’s economy is
also difficult to understate, and the in-
dustry’s products rank among the top
exports each year. This year, USDA es-
timates that U.S. farmers and live-
stock producers will export nearly $140
billion in goods to nearly every coun-
try on Earth.

Knowing that strength, it is not sur-
prising that the industry is a hotbed of
innovation. The agriculture commu-
nity has long been involved in the re-
search and development of better crops
and farming methods. This work has
produced crops that are resistant to
drought and certain farming chemicals,
are packed with more and better nutri-
ents, and ultimately provide higher
yields for every acre farmed. This re-
search will only grow in importance as
the global population continues to
grow and demand more food. Fortu-
nately, the United States is leading the
world in this effort.

Oklahoma is also a key agriculture
R&D player in the United States. This
is in large part due to the work of the
Samuel R. Noble Foundation.
Headquartered in Ardmore, OK, the
Noble Foundation is one of the top 50
private foundations in the TUnited
States, and the foundation employs
hundreds of scientists, agriculture con-
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sultants, and research personnel who
are actively researching better agri-
culture products and practices. Be-
tween 2009 and 2010, the foundation
spent nearly $80 million on agriculture
research activities, and this work has
recently resulted in development of
Texoma MaxQ II, a cool-weather fescue
grass that will reduce the reliance of
livestock producers upon costly hay
and feed for their livestock during the
winter months. I congratulate the
Noble Foundation on this break-
through and look forward to hearing
about the future benefits of this re-
search.

The Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion has estimated that food produc-
tivity will need to expand by 70 percent
over the next 40 years to meet rising
global demand. This underscores the
need for continued funding for agri-
culture research and development so
that more breakthroughs like those at
the Noble Foundation occur. Today, a
substantial amount of agriculture re-
search funding is provided by the Fed-
eral Government; however, the govern-
ment’s share is declining. Since fiscal
year 2010, Federal funding for agri-
culture research has decreased by near-
ly $200 million, and further cuts are
likely as we try to tackle the national
debt. Because government is scaling
down its role, Congress should do what
it can to encourage the private sector
to fill the gap.

One way that we can do this is with
the Charitable Agriculture Research
Act, of which I am a cosponsor. This
bill, introduced today by Senators STA-
BENOW and THUNE, will allow the cre-
ation of Agricultural Research Organi-
zation, ARO, which would extend pub-
lic charity tax status to entities con-
ducting continuous agriculture R&D in
collaboration with land-grant univer-
sities and agriculture colleges.

Currently, several organizations con-
ducting research focused on agriculture
are structured as private foundations.
This is one of the two main types of
charities that are provided with bene-
ficial tax treatment under U.S. law.
Public charities—the other type—are
given full tax exempt status, but be-
cause private foundations are often
very large and supported by a small
group of donors, they are not com-
pletely tax free and must pay taxes on
the investment income earned by their
endowments. Donors are also prevented
from collecting their full deduction on
gifts relative to those made to public
charities. Because of these restrictions,
the United States is not reaching its
full potential when it comes to attract-
ing private dollars for agriculture re-
search.

The Charitable Agriculture Research
Act seeks to encourage individuals and
families of wealth to contribute more
of their assets to public agricultural
research by working in conjunction
with the Nation’s land-grant univer-
sities and non land-grant colleges of
agriculture. This legislation will pro-
vide donors with an additional option
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