September 13, 2011

SENATE RESOLUTION  265—HON-
ORING THE LIFETIME ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF E. THOM RUMBERGER

Mr. NELSON of Florida (for himself
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 2656

Whereas E. Thom Rumberger served in the
United States Marine Corps;

Whereas Thom Rumberger earned a bach-
elor’s degree, with honors, and a J.D. from
the University of Florida;

Whereas Thom Rumberger was a founding
partner of the law firm Rumberger, Kirk &
Caldwell, which has represented multi-
national corporations such as American Air-
lines, Inc., Sears, Roebuck and Co., and Toy-
ota Motor Corporation;

Whereas Thom Rumberger was listed in
Florida Super Lawyers every year from 2007
to 2010;

Whereas Thom Rumberger was appointed
Circuit Judge in the 18th Judicial Circuit of
Florida in 1969;

Whereas Thom Rumberger committed him-
self to numerous acts of public service, in-
cluding serving on the Federal Judicial Advi-
sory Commission of Florida and the Board of
Supervisors of the Spaceport Florida Author-
ity;

Whereas Thom Rumberger was one of the
most steadfast champions of the Everglades
in Florida;

Whereas Thom Rumberger served as lead
counsel for the Everglades Foundation since
1999;

Whereas Thom Rumberger was instru-
mental in the passage of 2 amendments to
the Florida Constitution and of section 601 of
the Water Resources Development Act of
2000 (Public Law 106-541; 114 Stat. 2680),
known as the Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan;

Whereas Thom Rumberger was instru-
mental in obtaining several billion dollars in
funding for Everglades restoration; and

Whereas Thom Rumberger served on the
Florida Governor’s 2001 Select Task Force on
Elections and the 2002 Select Task Force on
Election Procedures, Standards and Tech-
nology, and was Chairman of the Legisla-
ture’s Study Committee on Public Records
in 2002: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes and honors the professional
success of E. Thom Rumberger; and

(2) recognizes and honors the lifelong dedi-
cation of Thom Rumberger to the protection
of the Florida Everglades.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on September 13, 2011, at 9:30
a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 13, 2011, at 10 a.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Housing Fi-
nance Reform: Should There Be a Gov-
ernment Guarantee?”’
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on September 13, 2011, at 2:15
p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate to con-

duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Is Poverty a

Death Sentence?’” on September 13,

2011, at 10 a.m., in room 430 of the Dirk-

sen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFFAIRS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Afffairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on September 13, 2011, at 10 a.m. to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘“Ten Years

After 9/11: Are We Safer?”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on September 13, 2011, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Civil Rights Division Over-
sight.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select

Committee on Intelligence be author-

ized to meet during the session of the

Senate on September 13, 2011, at 9:30

a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY AND

ECONOMIC GROWTH

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Fiscal Responsibility
and HEconomic Growth of the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on September 13, 2011, at 2 p.m., in
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office

Building, to conduct a hearing entitled

“The Role of Tax Reform in Com-

prehensive Deficit Reduction and U.S.

Fiscal Policy.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE,
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on
Oversight of Government Management,
the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on September 13, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. to
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Agro-De-
fense: Responding to Threats Against
America’s Agriculture and Food Sys-
tem.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nomination: Cal-
endar No. 128; that the nomination be
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate; that no further motions be in
order to the nomination; that any re-
lated statements be printed in the
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL

DEVELOPMENT

Mara E. Rudman, of Massachusetts, to be
an Assistant Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

———

NATIONAL NURSE-MANAGED
HEALTH CLINIC WEEK

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 256 and the
Senate proceed to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 256) designating the
week of October 2 through October 8, 2011, as
“National Nurse-Managed Health Clinic
Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any related state-
ments be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 256

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics are
nonprofit community-based health care sites
that offer primary care and wellness services
based on the nursing model;

Whereas the nursing model emphasizes the
protection, promotion, and optimization of
health, the prevention of illness, the allevi-
ation of suffering, and the diagnosis and
treatment of illness;

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics are
led by advanced practice nurses and staffed
by an interdisciplinary team of highly quali-
fied health care professionals;

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics
offer a broad scope of services including
treatment for acute and chronic illnesses,
routine physical exams, immunizations for
adults and children, disease screenings,
health education, prenatal care, dental care,
and drug and alcohol treatment;

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics
have a proven track record, as the first fed-
erally funded nurse-managed health clinic
was created more than 35 years ago;

Whereas, as of June 2011, more than 250
nurse-managed health clinics provided care
across the United States and recorded more
than 2,000,000 client encounters annually;

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics
serve a unique dual role as both health care
safety net access points and health work-
force development sites, given that the ma-
jority of nurse-managed health clinics are
affiliated with schools of nursing and serve
as clinical education sites for students enter-
ing the health profession;

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics
strengthen the health care safety net by ex-
panding access to primary care and chronic
disease management services for vulnerable
and medically underserved populations in di-
verse rural, urban, and suburban commu-
nities;

Whereas research has shown that nurse-
managed health clinics experience high-pa-
tient retention and patient satisfaction
rates, and nurse-managed health clinic pa-
tients experience higher rates of generic
medication fills and lower hospitalization
rates when compared to similar safety net
providers; and

Whereas the use of nurse-managed health
clinics offering both primary care and
wellness services will help meet this in-
creased demand in a cost-effective manner:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of October 2
through October 8, 2011, as ‘‘National Nurse-
Managed Health Clinic Week”’;

(2) supports the ideals and goals of Na-
tional Nurse-Managed Health Clinic Week;
and

(3) encourages the expansion of nurse-man-
aged health clinics so that nurse-managed
health clinics may continue to serve as
health care workforce development sites for
the next generation of primary care pro-
viders.

256) was

————

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration en bloc
of the following resolutions, which
were submitted earlier today: S. Res.
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262, S. Res. 263, S. Res. 264, and S. Res.
265.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any related state-
ments be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:

S. RES. 262

Designating the week beginning on Sep-
tember 12, 2011, and ending on September
16, 2011, as ‘‘National Health Information
Technology Week’ to recognize the value
of health information technology in im-
proving health quality
Whereas healthcare information tech-

nology and management systems have been
recognized as essential tools for improving
patient care, ensuring patient safety, stop-
ping duplicative tests and paperwork, and re-
ducing health care costs;

Whereas the Center for Information Tech-
nology Leadership has estimated that the
implementation of national standards for
interoperability and the exchange of health
information would save the United States
approximately $77,000,000,000 in expenses re-
lating to healthcare each year;

Whereas Congress has made a commitment
to leveraging the benefits of healthcare in-
formation technology and management sys-
tems, including supporting the adoption of
electronic health records that will help to re-
duce costs and improve quality while ensur-
ing the privacy of patients;

Whereas Congress has emphasized improv-
ing the quality and safety of delivery of
healthcare in the United States; and

Whereas since 2006, organizations across
the United States have united to support Na-
tional Health Information Technology Week
to improve public awareness of the benefits
of improved quality and cost efficiency of
the healthcare system that the implementa-
tion of health information technology could
achieve: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning on Sep-
tember 12, 2011, and ending on September 16,
2011, as ‘‘National Health Information Tech-
nology Week’’;

(2) recognizes the value of information
technology and management systems in
transforming healthcare for the people of the
United States; and

(3) calls on all interested parties to pro-
mote the use of information technology and
management systems to transform the
healthcare system of the United States.

S. RES. 263

Designating the week beginning September
11, 2011, as ‘‘National Direct Support Pro-
fessionals Recognition Week”’

Whereas direct support professionals, di-
rect care workers, personal assistants, per-
sonal attendants, in-home support workers,
and paraprofessionals (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘direct support professionals’) are
the primary providers of publicly-funded
long term supports and services for millions
of individuals;
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Whereas a direct support professional must
build a close, trusted relationship with an in-
dividual with disabilities;

Whereas a direct support professional as-
sists an individual with disabilities with the
most intimate needs, on a daily basis;

Whereas direct support professionals pro-
vide a broad range of support, including
preparation of meals, helping with medica-
tions, bathing, dressing, mobility, transpor-
tation to school, work, religious, and rec-
reational activities, and general daily af-
fairs;

Whereas a direct support professional pro-
vides essential support to help keep an indi-
vidual with disabilities connected to such in-
dividual’s family and community;

Whereas direct support professionals en-
able individuals with disabilities to live
meaningful, productive lives;

Whereas direct support professionals are
the key to allowing an individual with dis-
abilities to live successfully in such individ-
ual’s community, and to avoid more costly
institutional care;

Whereas the majority of direct support
professionals are female, and many are the
sole breadwinners of their families;

Whereas direct support professionals work
and pay taxes, but many such professionals
remain impoverished and are eligible for the
same Federal and State public assistance
programs on which the individuals with dis-
abilities served by such direct support pro-
fessionals must depend;

Whereas Federal and State policies, as well
as the Supreme Court, in Olmstead v. L.C.,
527 U.S. 581 (1999), assert the right of an indi-
vidual to live in the home and community of
the individual;

Whereas, in 2011, the majority of direct
support professionals are employed in home
and community-based settings and this trend
is projected to increase over the decade;

Whereas there is a documented critical and
growing shortage of direct support profes-
sionals in every community throughout the
United States; and

Whereas many direct support professionals
are forced to leave jobs due to inadequate
wages and benefits, creating high turnover
and vacancy rates that research dem-
onstrates adversely affects the quality of
supports to individuals with disabilities:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 11, 2011, as ‘“‘National Direct Support
Professionals Recognition Week’’;

(2) recognizes the dedication and vital role
of direct support professionals in enhancing
the lives of individuals with disabilities of
all ages;

(3) appreciates the contribution of direct
support professionals in supporting the needs
that reach beyond the capacities of millions
of families in the United States;

(4) commends direct support professionals
as integral in supporting the long-term sup-
port and services system of the United
States; and

(5) finds that the successful implementa-
tion of the public policies of the United
States depends on the dedication of direct
support professionals.

S. RES. 264

Designating September 12, 2011, as ‘‘National
Day of Encouragement’’

Whereas negative images, stories, and in-

fluences in the day-to-day lives of the people

of the United States can detrimentally affect
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