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effort, and I hope it becomes the basis
for us addressing our deficit crisis and
that we avert what clearly is a manu-
factured political crisis coming August
2 and that we extend this debt ceiling
so we do not hurt our recovering econ-
omy. We cannot hurt the innocent
businesses and families across America
who count on us for leadership.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

PEACEFUL AND JUST RESOLUTION
IN GEORGIA

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to Calendar No. 113, S. Res. 175.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 175) expressing the
sense of the Senate with respect to ongoing
violations of the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of Georgia and the importance of
a peaceful and just resolution to the conflict
within Georgia’s internationally recognized
borders.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate. I ask the
Senate to vote on the adoption of the
resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Hearing
no further debate, the question is on
the adoption of the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I ask unanimous
consent the preamble be agreed to, the
motion to reconsider be agreed to, with
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 175

Whereas, since 1993, the territorial integ-
rity of Georgia has been reaffirmed by the
international community and 36 United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions;

Whereas the United States-Georgia Stra-
tegic Charter, signed on January 9, 2009, un-
derscores that ‘‘support for each other’s sov-
ereignty, independence, territorial integrity
and inviolability of borders constitutes the
foundation of our bilateral relations’’;

Whereas, in October 2010, at the meeting of
the United States-Georgia Charter on Stra-
tegic Partnership, Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton stated, ‘“The United States will not
waiver in its support for Georgia’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity.”;

Whereas the White House released a fact
sheet on July 24, 2010, calling for ‘“‘Russia to
end its occupation of the Georgian terri-
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tories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia’ and
for ‘“‘a return of international observers to
the two occupied regions of Georgia’’;

Whereas Vice President Joseph Biden stat-
ed in Thilisi in July 2009 that the United
States ‘“‘will not recognize Abkhazia and
South Ossetia as independent states’’;

Whereas, according to the Government of
Georgia’s ‘‘State Strategy on Occupied Ter-
ritories,”” the Government of Georgia has
committed itself to a policy of peaceful en-
gagement, the protection of economic and
human rights, freedom of movement, and the
preservation of cultural heritage, language,
and identity for the people of Abkhazia and
South Ossetia;

Whereas the August 2008 conflict between
the Governments of Russia and Georgia re-
sulted in civilian and military causalities,
the violation of the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Georgia, and large num-
bers of internally displaced persons;

Whereas large numbers of persons remain
displaced as a result of the August 2008 con-
flict as well as the earlier conflicts of the
1990s;

Whereas the August 12, 2008, ceasefire
agreement, agreed to by the Governments of
Russia and Georgia provides that all troops
of the Russian Federation shall be with-
drawn to pre-conflict positions;

Whereas the August 12, 2008, ceasefire
agreement provides that free access shall be
granted to organizations providing humani-
tarian assistance in regions affected by vio-
lence in August 2008;

Whereas the recognition by the Govern-
ment of Russia of Abkhazia and South
Ossetia on August 26, 2008, was in violation
of the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of Georgia;

Whereas Human Rights Watch concluded
in its World Report 2011 that ‘‘Russia contin-
ued to occupy Georgia’s breakaway regions
of South Ossetia and Abkhazia and strength-
ened its military presence in the region by
establishing a military base and placing an
advanced surface-to-air missile system in
Abkhazia’’;

Whereas the parties have taken some con-
structive steps in recent months, including
the resumption of direct flights between
Russia and Georgia, Russian troop with-
drawal from the Georgian village of Perevi,
and regular participation in the Incident
Prevention and Response Mechanism;

Whereas these positive steps neither ade-
quately address the humanitarian situation
on the ground nor constitute full compliance
with the terms of the August 2008 ceasefire
agreement;

Whereas, on November 23, 2010, before the
European Parliament, Georgian President
Saakashvili declared that ‘Georgia will
never use force to restore its territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty’’;

Whereas Secretary of State Clinton stated
in Thilisi on July 5, 2010, ‘“We continue to
call for Russia to abide by the August 2008
cease-fire commitment . . . including ending
the occupation and withdrawing Russian
troops from South Ossetia and Abkhazia to
their pre-conflict positions.”’;

Whereas the Russian Federation blocked
the extension of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Mis-
sion to Georgia and the United Nations Ob-
server Mission in Georgia, forcing the mis-
sions to withdraw from South Ossetia and
Abkhazia;

Whereas troops of the Russian Federation
stationed in Abkhazia and South Ossetia
continue to be present without the consent
of the Government of Georgia or a mandate
from the United Nations or other multilat-
eral organizations;

Whereas, at the April 15, 2011, meeting in
Berlin between the foreign ministers of Geor-
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gia and NATO, Secretary of State Clinton
stated, “U.S. support for Georgia’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity remains
steadfast. . . . We share Georgian concerns
regarding recent Russian activities that can
negatively affect regional stability.”’;

Whereas, on April 25-26, 2011, Foreign Min-
ister of Russia Sergei Lavrov made a high-
profile visit to Abkhazia and South Ossetia,
which was immediately criticized by the De-
partment of State as ‘‘inconsistent with the
principle of territorial integrity and Geor-
gia’s internationally recognized borders’’;

Whereas the Senate supports United States
efforts to develop a productive relationship
with the Russian Federation in areas of mu-
tual interest, including non-proliferation and
arms control, cooperation concerning the
failure of the Government of Iran to meet its
international obligations with regard to its
nuclear programs, counter-terrorism, Af-
ghanistan, anti-piracy, and economics and
trade; and

Whereas the Senate agrees that these ef-
forts must not compromise longstanding
United States policy or United States sup-
port for its allies and partners worldwide:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms that it is the policy of the
United States to support the sovereignty,
independence, and territorial integrity of
Georgia and the inviolability of its borders,
and to recognize Abkhazia and South Ossetia
as regions of Georgia occupied by the Rus-
sian Federation;

(2) calls upon the Government of Russia to
take steps to fulfill all the terms and condi-
tions of the 2008 ceasefire agreements be-
tween Georgia and Russia, including return-
ing military forces to pre-war positions and
ensuring access to international humani-
tarian aid to all those affected by the con-
flict;

(3) urges the Government of Russia and the
authorities in control in the regions of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia to allow for the full
and dignified return of internally displaced
persons and international missions to the
territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia;

(4) supports peaceful, constructive engage-
ment and confidence-building measures be-
tween the Government of Georgia and the
authorities in control in South Ossetia and
Abkhazia and encourages additional people-
to-people contacts; and

(5) affirms that finding a peaceful resolu-
tion to the conflict is a key priority for the
United States in the Caucasus region and
that lasting regional stability can only be
achieved through peaceful means and long-
term diplomatic and political dialogue be-
tween all parties.

————

ENCOURAGING WOMEN’S POLIT-
ICAL PARTICIPATION IN SAUDI
ARABIA

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of Calendar
No. 114, S. Res. 216.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 216) encouraging
women’s political participation in Saudi
Arabia.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution (S.
Res. 216) encouraging women’s political
participation in Saudi Arabia, which
had been reported from the Committee
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on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment and an amendment to the pre-
amble.
(Strike the parts in boldface brackets
and insert the parts shown in italics.)
S. REs. 216

[Whereas, on September 22, 2011, the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia is scheduled to hold its
first nationwide municipal elections since
2005, with voter registration open as of April
23, 2011;

[Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia
has announced—as it did in 2005—that
women will be unable to run for elective of-
fice or vote;

[Whereas, on March 28, 2011, president of
the general committee for the election of
municipal council members Abd al-Rahman
Dahmash stated, ‘“We are not prepared for
the participation of women in the municipal
elections now.”’;

[Whereas Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia
Prince Saud Al Faisal stated in an interview
after the 2005 election that he assumed
women would be allowed to vote in future
elections, and that this would benefit the
election process because women were ‘‘more
sensible voters than men’’;

[Whereas the decision by the Government
of Saudi Arabia to continue to disenfran-
chise women in the September 2011 munic-
ipal elections is inconsistent with a series of
commitments made by the Government of
Saudi Arabia;

[Whereas, in January 2003, Saudi Arabia
proposed to the League of Arab States the
“Covenant for Arab Reform,” resulting in
the adoption of the ‘‘Tunis Declaration” at
the May 2004 Arab Summit, which declared,
among other things, a ‘“‘firm determination”
to ‘‘pursue reform and modernization’ by
“widening women’s participation in the po-
litical, economic, social, cultural and edu-
cational fields’’;

[Whereas these declarations were re-
affirmed at the Arab Summit in Algiers on
March 23, 2005, and at the Riyadh Summit
held in Saudi Arabia on March 28, 2007;

[Whereas, in April 2009, Saudi Arabia rati-
fied the Arab Charter on Human Rights,
which states in article 24(3), ‘‘Every citizen
has the right ... to stand for election or
choose his representatives in free and impar-
tial elections, in conditions of equality
among all citizens that guarantee the free
expression of his will.”’;

[Whereas, on June 10, 2009, the Govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia accepted the majority
of the recommendations put forward by the
United Nations Human Rights Council’s
Working Group on the Universal Periodic
Review including to ‘‘[a]bolish all legisla-
tion, measures and practices that discrimi-
nate against women . .. In particular, to
abolish legislation and practices which pre-
vent women from participating fully in soci-
ety on an equal basis with men,”” and to ‘“‘end
the strict system of male guardianship and
give full legal identity to Saudi women’’;

[Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia
has indicated that it is supportive of the
human rights of women;

[Whereas, in November 2010, Saudi Arabia
was elected to the Executive Board of UN
Women, emphasizing the commitment of the
Government of Saudi Arabia to the rights of
women;

[Whereas ‘Abd al-Rahman Dahmash, the
president of the general committee for the
election of municipal council members, has
stated that Saudi women will be granted the
right to vote in the next municipal elections
scheduled to be held in 2015; and

[Whereas, while the United States Govern-
ment acknowledges the deep cultural and re-
ligious traditions and sentiments within
Saudi society, without the right to vote on
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par with men, women in Saudi Arabia are de-
nied not only a fundamental human right
but also the ability to contribute fully to the
economic development, modernization, and
prosperity of their own country: Now, there-
fore, be it]

Whereas, on September 29, 2011, the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia is scheduled to hold its first na-
tionwide municipal elections since 2005;

Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia has
announced—as it did in 2005—that women will
be unable to run for elective office or vote;

Whereas, on March 28, 2011, president of the
general committee for the election of municipal
council members ‘Abd al-Rahman Dahmash
stated, ‘“We are not prepared for the participa-
tion of women in the municipal elections now.”’;

Whereas the Foreign Minister of Saudi Ara-
bia, Prince Saud Al Faisal, stated in an inter-
view after the 2005 election that he assumed
women would be allowed to vote in future elec-
tions, and that this would benefit the election
process because women were ‘“‘more sensible vot-
ers than men’’;

Whereas, on June 6, 2011, the Majlis Al-Shura
Consultative Council adopted a resolution rec-
ommending that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Ministry of Rural and Municipal Affairs take
the necessary measures to include female voters
in future municipal elections;

Whereas the decision by the Govermment of
Saudi Arabia to continue to disenfranchise
women in the September 2011 municipal elec-
tions is inconsistent with a series of commit-
ments made by the Government of Saudi Arabia;

Whereas, in January 2003, Saudi Arabia pro-
posed to the League of Arab States the ‘‘Cov-
enant for Arab Reform,” resulting in the adop-
tion of the ‘“Tunis Declaration’’ at the May 2004
Arab Summit, which declared, among other
things, a ‘‘firm determination’ to ‘“‘pursue re-
form and modernization’ by ‘“‘widening women’s
participation in the political, economic, social,
cultural and educational fields’’;

Whereas these declarations were reaffirmed at
the Arab Summit in Algiers on March 23, 2005,
and at the Riyadh Summit held in Saudi Arabia
on March 28, 2007;

Whereas, in April 2009, Saudi Arabia ratified
the Arab Charter on Human Rights, which
states in article 24(3), ‘‘Every citizen has the
right. . . to stand for election or choose his rep-
resentatives in free and impartial elections, in
conditions of equality among all citizens that
guarantee the free expression of his will.”’;

Whereas, on June 10, 2009, the Government of
Saudi Arabia accepted the majority of the rec-
ommendations put forward by the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council’s Working Group
on the Universal Periodic Review including to
“[a]bolish all legislation, measures and practices
that discriminate against women. . . In par-
ticular, to abolish legislation and practices
which prevent women from participating fully
in society on an equal basis with men,” and to
“‘end the strict system of male guardianship and
give full legal identity to Saudi women’’;

Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia has
indicated that it is supportive of the human
rights of women,

Whereas, in November 2010, Saudi Arabia was
elected to the Executive Board of UN Women,
emphasizing the commitment of the Government
of Saudi Arabia to the rights of women;

Whereas ‘Abd al-Rahman Dahmash, the presi-
dent of the general committee for the election of
municipal council members, has stated that
Saudi women will be granted the right to vote in
the next municipal elections scheduled to be
held in 2015; and

Whereas, while the United States Government
acknowledges the deep cultural and religious
traditions and sentiments within Saudi society,
without the right to vote on par with men,
women in Saudi Arabia are denied mot only a
fundamental human right but also the ability to
contribute fully to the economic development,
modernization, and prosperity of their own
country: Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved, [That the Senate—

[(1) calls on the Government of Saudi Ara-
bia to allow women to participate, both as
voters and candidates for elective office, in
the September 2011 elections;

[(2) supports the women of Saudi Arabia as
they endeavor to exercise their human
rights; and

[(3) believes that it is in the interest of
Saudi Arabia and all nations to permit
women to run for office and vote in all elec-
tions.]

That the Senate—

(1) urges the Government of Saudi Arabia to
allow women to fully participate, both as voters
and candidates for elective office, in the Sep-
tember 2011 elections;

(2) supports the women of Saudi Arabia as
they endeavor to exercise their human rights
and participate equally in society; and

(3) believes that it is in the interest of Saudi
Arabia and all nations to permit women to run
for office, receive civic education, and vote in
all elections.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I ask unanimous
consent the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be agreed to; the
resolution, as amended, be agreed to;
the committee-reported amendment to
the preamble be agreed to; the pre-
amble, as amended, be agreed to; the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate and any statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment in the nature of a
substitute was agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The amendment to the preamble was
agreed to.

The preamble,
agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:
S. RES. 216

Whereas, on September 29, 2011, the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia is scheduled to hold its
first nationwide municipal elections since
2005;

Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia
has announced—as it did in 2005—that
women will be unable to run for elective of-
fice or vote;

Whereas, on March 28, 2011, president of the
general committee for the election of munic-
ipal council members ‘Abd al-Rahman
Dahmash stated, ‘“We are not prepared for
the participation of women in the municipal
elections now.”’;

Whereas the Foreign Minister of Saudi
Arabia, Prince Saud Al Faisal, stated in an
interview after the 2005 election that he as-
sumed women would be allowed to vote in fu-
ture elections, and that this would benefit
the election process because women were
“‘more sensible voters than men’’;

Whereas, on June 6, 2011, the Majlis Al-
Shura Consultative Council adopted a resolu-
tion recommending that the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia Ministry of Rural and Munic-
ipal Affairs take the necessary measures to
include female voters in future municipal
elections;

Whereas the decision by the Government of
Saudi Arabia to continue to disenfranchise
women in the September 2011 municipal elec-
tions is inconsistent with a series of commit-
ments made by the Government of Saudi
Arabia;

Whereas, in January 2003, Saudi Arabia
proposed to the League of Arab States the
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“Covenant for Arab Reform,” resulting in
the adoption of the ‘‘T'unis Declaration” at
the May 2004 Arab Summit, which declared,
among other things, a ‘“‘firm determination”
to ‘“‘pursue reform and modernization’” by
“widening women’s participation in the po-
litical, economic, social, cultural and edu-
cational fields’’;

Whereas these declarations were re-
affirmed at the Arab Summit in Algiers on
March 23, 2005, and at the Riyadh Summit
held in Saudi Arabia on March 28, 2007;

Whereas, in April 2009, Saudi Arabia rati-
fied the Arab Charter on Human Rights,
which states in article 24(3), ‘‘Every citizen
has the right . .. to stand for election or
choose his representatives in free and impar-
tial elections, in conditions of equality
among all citizens that guarantee the free
expression of his will.”’;

Whereas, on June 10, 2009, the Government
of Saudi Arabia accepted the majority of the
recommendations put forward by the United
Nations Human Rights Council’s Working
Group on the Universal Periodic Review in-
cluding to ‘‘[a]bolish all legislation, meas-
ures and practices that discriminate against
women . . . In particular, to abolish legisla-
tion and practices which prevent women
from participating fully in society on an
equal basis with men,”’ and to ‘‘end the strict
system of male guardianship and give full
legal identity to Saudi women’;

Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia
has indicated that it is supportive of the
human rights of women;

Whereas, in November 2010, Saudi Arabia
was elected to the Executive Board of UN
Women, emphasizing the commitment of the
Government of Saudi Arabia to the rights of
women;

Whereas ‘Abd al-Rahman Dahmash, the
president of the general committee for the
election of municipal council members, has
stated that Saudi women will be granted the
right to vote in the next municipal elections
scheduled to be held in 2015; and

Whereas while the United States Govern-
ment acknowledges the deep cultural and re-
ligious traditions and sentiments within
Saudi society, without the right to vote on
par with men, women in Saudi Arabia are de-
nied not only a fundamental human right
but also the ability to contribute fully to the
economic development, modernization, and
prosperity of their own country: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) urges the Government of Saudi Arabia
to allow women to fully participate, both as
voters and candidates for elective office, in
the September 2011 elections;

(2) supports the women of Saudi Arabia as
they endeavor to exercise their human rights
and participate equally in society; and

(3) believes that it is in the interest of
Saudi Arabia and all nations to permit
women to run for office, receive civic edu-
cation, and vote in all elections.

———————

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration en
bloc of the following resolutions, which
were submitted earlier today: S. Res.
242, S. Res. 243, S. Res. 244.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
being no objection, the Senate pro-
ceeded to consider the resolutions en
bloc.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the resolutions be agreed to, the pre-
ambles be agreed to, the motions to re-
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consider be laid upon the table en bloc,
without any intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:
S. REsS. 242

Supporting the goals and ideals of National
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month

Whereas ovarian cancer is the deadliest of
all gynecologic cancers;

Whereas ovarian cancer is the 5th leading
cause of cancer deaths among women in the
United States;

Whereas almost 21,000 women will be diag-
nosed with ovarian cancer in 2011, and 15,000
will die from the disease;

Whereas these deaths are those of our
mothers, sisters, daughters, family members,
and community leaders;

Whereas the mortality rate for ovarian
cancer has not significantly decreased since
the “War on Cancer’” was declared 40 years
ago;

Whereas all women are at risk for ovarian
cancer, and 90 percent of women diagnosed
with ovarian cancer do not have a family
history that puts them at a higher risk;

Whereas some women, such as those with a
family history of breast or ovarian cancer,
are at a higher risk for the disease;

Whereas the pap test is sensitive and spe-
cific to the early detection of cervical can-
cer, but not ovarian cancer;

Whereas there is currently no reliable
early detection test for ovarian cancer;

Whereas many people are unaware that the
symptoms of ovarian cancer often include
bloating, pelvic or abdominal pain, difficulty
eating or feeling full quickly, urinary symp-
toms, and several other symptoms that are
easily confused with other diseases;

Whereas in June 2007, the first national
consensus statement on ovarian cancer
symptoms was developed to provide consist-
ency in describing symptoms to make it
easier for women to learn and remember the
symptoms;

Whereas there are known methods to re-
duce the risk of ovarian cancer, including
prophylactic surgery, oral contraceptives,
and breast-feeding;

Whereas, due to the lack of a reliable early
detection test, 75 percent of cases of ovarian
cancer are detected at an advanced stage,
making the overall 5-year survival rate only
45 percent;

Whereas there are factors that are known
to reduce the risk for ovarian cancer and
that play an important role in the preven-
tion of the disease;

Whereas awareness of the symptoms of
ovarian cancer by women and health care
providers can lead to a quicker diagnosis;

Whereas, each year during the month of
September, the Ovarian Cancer National Al-
liance and its partner members hold a num-
ber of events to increase public awareness of
ovarian cancer; and

Whereas September 2011 should be des-
ignated as ‘‘National Ovarian Cancer Aware-
ness Month” to increase public awareness of
ovarian cancer: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the

goals and ideals of National Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Month.
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S. RES. 243

Promoting increased awareness, diagnosis,
and treatment of atrial fibrillation to ad-
dress the high morbidity and mortality
rates and to prevent avoidable hospitaliza-
tions associated with the disease

Whereas atrial fibrillation is a cardiac con-
dition that results when the usual coordi-
nated electrical activity in the atria of the
heart becomes disorganized and chaotic,
hampering the ability of the atria to fill the
ventricles with blood, and allowing blood to
pool in the atria and form clots;

Whereas an estimated 2,500,000 people in
the United States are living with atrial fi-
brillation, the most common ‘‘serious’ heart
rhythm abnormality that occurs in people
older than 65 years of age;

Whereas atrial fibrillation is associated
with an increased long-term risk of stroke,
heart failure, and all-cause mortality, espe-
cially among women;

Whereas people older than 40 years of age
have a 1-in-4 risk of developing atrial fibril-
lation in their lifetime;

Whereas an estimated 15 percent of strokes
are the result of untreated atrial fibrillation,
a condition that dramatically increases the
risk of stroke to approximately 5 times more
than the general population;

Whereas atrial fibrillation accounts for ap-
proximately 529,000 hospital discharges annu-
ally;

Whereas atrial fibrillation costs an esti-
mated $3,600 per patient for a total cost bur-
den in the United States of $15,700,000,000;

Whereas better patient and health care
provider education is needed for the timely
recognition of atrial fibrillation symptoms;

Whereas an electrocardiogram is an effec-
tive and risk-free screen for heart rhythm
irregularities and can be part of a routine
preventive exam;

Whereas there is a dearth of outcome per-
formance measures that focus on the man-
agement of atrial fibrillation; and

Whereas evidence-based care guidelines im-
prove patient outcomes and prevent unneces-
sary hospitalizations for individuals with
undiagnosed atrial fibrillation and for pa-
tients once atrial fibrillation is detected:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the Secretary of Health and Human
Services should work with leaders in the
medical community to explore ways to im-
prove medical research, screening and pre-
vention methods, and surveillance efforts in
order to prevent and appropriately manage
atrial fibrillation, including by—

(1) advancing the development of process
and outcome measures for the management
of atrial fibrillation by national developers;

(2) facilitating the adoption of evidence-
based guidelines by the medical community
to improve patient outcomes;

(3) advancing atrial fibrillation research
and education by—

(A) encouraging basic science research to
determine the causes and optimal treat-
ments for atrial fibrillation;

(B) exploring development of screening
tools and protocols to determine the risk of
developing atrial fibrillation; and

(C) enhancing current surveillance and
tracking systems to include atrial fibrilla-
tion; and

(4) improving access to appropriate med-
ical care for patients suffering from atrial fi-
brillation by encouraging education pro-
grams that promote collaboration among the
Federal health agencies and that increase
public and clinician awareness of atrial fi-
brillation, including risk assessment, screen-
ing, treatment, and appropriate clinical
management.
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