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EC-2406. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator, Bureau for
Legislative and Public Affairs, U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID),
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Agency’s
response to the GAO report entitled ‘‘Af-
ghanistan Development: Enhancements to
Performance Management and Evaluation
Efforts Could Improve USAID’s Agricultural
Programs’; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

EC-2407. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the National Tropical Botan-
ical Garden, transmitting, pursuant to law, a
report relative to an audit of the Garden for
the period from January 1, 2010, through De-
cember 31, 2010; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. 1328. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 regard-
ing school libraries, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER:

S. 1329. A bill to amend the Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998 to establish a pilot pro-
gram to facilitate the provision of education
and training programs in the field of ad-
vanced manufacturing; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mrs.
GILLIBRAND):

S. 1330. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a temporary
payroll increase tax credit for certain em-
ployers; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. WEBB (for himself and Mr.
WARNER):

S. 1331. A bill to provide for the inclusion
of Lease Sale 220 in the outer Continental
Shelf leasing program for fiscal years 2012-
2017, to revise the map for the Mid-Atlantic
planning area, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

S. 1332. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a special resource
study of the Hudson River Valley, New York;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. HARKIN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
BROWN of Ohio, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. CASEY, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 1333. A bill to provide for the treatment
and temporary financing of short-time com-
pensation programs; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico:

S. 1334. A bill to amend the Small Business
Act to ensure that certain Federal contracts
are set aside for small businesses, to enhance
services to small businesses that are dis-
advantaged, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr.
BEGICH, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Ms. SNOWE, Mr. MORAN, Mr. PRYOR,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. CORNYN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. AL-
EXANDER, Mr. ENZI, Mr. BURR, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr.
COATS, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr.
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JOHNSON of Wisconsin, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. COBURN, Mr. RISCH,
and Mr. WICKER):

S. 1335. A Dbill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to provide rights for pilots, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 57
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 57, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the
application of the tonnage tax on cer-
tain vessels.
S. 169
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 169, a bill to prohibit appro-
priated funds from being used in con-
travention of section 642(a) of the Ille-
gal Immigration Reform and Immi-
grant Responsibility Act of 1996.
S. 204
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 294, a bill to enhance
early care and education.
S. 312
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 312, a bill to amend the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act to re-
peal certain limitations on health care
benefits.
S. 383
At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, the name of the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 383, a bill to promote the
domestic production of critical min-
erals and materials, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 398
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 398, a bill to amend the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act to
improve energy efficiency of certain
appliances and equipment, and for
other purposes.
S. 426
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 426, a bill to strengthen
student achievement and graduation
rates and prepare young people for col-
lege, careers, and citizenship through
innovative partnerships that meet the
comprehensive needs of children and
youth.
S. 434
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 434, a bill to improve and expand
geographic literacy among kinder-
garten through grade 12 students in the
United States by improving profes-
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sional development programs for kin-
dergarten through grade 12 teachers of-
fered through institutions of higher
education.
S. 539
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 539, a bill to amend the Public
Health Services Act and the Social Se-
curity Act to extend health informa-
tion technology assistance eligibility
to behavioral health, mental health,
and substance abuse professionals and
facilities, and for other purposes.
S. 542
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 542, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to authorize
space-available travel on military air-
craft for members of the reserve com-
ponents, a member or former member
of a reserve component who is eligible
for retired pay but for age, widows and
widowers of retired members, and de-
pendents.
S. 556
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 556, a bill to amend the securities
laws to establish certain thresholds for
shareholder registration, and for other
purposes.
S. 609
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. COATS) and the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 609, a bill to
provide for the establishment of a com-
mittee to assess the effects of certain
Federal regulatory mandates.
S. 769
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 769, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to prevent the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs from prohib-
iting the use of service dogs on Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs property.
S. 778
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. LUGAR) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 778, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
with respect to physician supervision
of therapeutic hospital outpatient serv-
ices.
S. 1025
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1025, a bill to
amend title 10, United States Code, to
enhance the national defense through
empowerment of the National Guard,
enhancement of the functions of the
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National Guard Bureau, and improve-
ment of Federal-State military coordi-
nation in domestic emergency re-
sponse, and for other purposes.

S. 1145

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1145, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to clarify and
expand Federal criminal jurisdiction
over Federal contractors and employ-
ees outside the United States, and for
other purposes.

S. 1176

At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1176, a bill to amend the
Horse Protection Act to prohibit the
shipping, transporting, moving, deliv-
ering, receiving, possessing, pur-
chasing, selling, or donation of horses
and other equines to be slaughtered for
human consumption, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1189

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1189, a bill to amend the Un-
funded Mandates Reform Act of 1995 (2
U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) to provide for regu-
latory impact analyses for certain
rules, consideration of the least bur-
densome regulatory alternative, and
for other purposes.

S. 1279

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1279, a bill to prepare dis-
connected youth for a competitive fu-
ture.

S. 1297

At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from OKkla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. HATCH) and the Senator from
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1297, a bill to preserve
State and institutional authority re-
lating to State authorization and the
definition of credit hour.

S.J. RES. 17

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) and the Senator
from Colorado (Mr. UDALL) were added
as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 17, a joint
resolution approving the renewal of im-
port restrictions contained in the Bur-
mese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003.

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the names of the Senator from Maine
(Ms. CoLLINS) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 17, supra.

S.J. RES. 19

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 19, a joint resolution pro-
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posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States authorizing
Congress to prohibit the physical dese-
cration of the flag of the United States.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE):

S. 1328. A bill to amend the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 regarding school libraries, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I in-
troduce with my colleagues Senators
COCHRAN, MURRAY, ROCKEFELLER, and
WHITEHOUSE, the Strengthening Kids’
Interest in Learning and Libraries Act
bill.

Our bipartisan legislation will reau-
thorize and strengthen the school li-
brary program of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act. The key im-
provements to the program include en-
suring that elementary, middle, and
high school students are served; ex-
panding professional development to
include digital literacy instruction and
reading and writing instruction across
all grade levels; focusing on coordina-
tion and shared planning time between
teachers and librarians; awarding
grants for a period of three years; and
ensuring that books and materials are
appropriate for and gain the interest of
students with special learning needs,
including English learners.

The SKILLS Act will also strengthen
Title I by asking state and school dis-
trict plans to address the development
of effective school library programs to
help students develop digital literacy
skills, master the knowledge and skills
in the challenging academic content
standards adopted by the state, and
graduate from high school ready for
college and careers. Additionally, the
legislation will broaden the focus of
training, professional development,
and recruitment activities under Title
II to include school librarians.

Since 1965, more than 60 education
and library studies have produced clear
evidence that school libraries staffed
by qualified librarians have a positive
impact on student academic achieve-
ment. Knowing how to find and use in-
formation are essential skills for col-
lege and careers. A good school library,
staffed by a trained school librarian, is
where students develop and hone these
skills.

The SKILLS Act will build on the
success of the Improving Literacy
through School Libraries programs
that was part of the No Child Left Be-
hind Act and is the only Federal initia-
tive solely dedicated to supporting and
enhancing our Nation’s school librar-
ies. The Department of Education’s
January 2009 evaluation of the program
found that it had been successful in im-
proving the quality of those school li-
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braries receiving the grants. Unfortu-
nately, even in the face of all the evi-
dence of the role school libraries play
in boosting student achievement and
the efficacy of the program itself, the
Administration opted not to use its au-
thority to provide funding for the
school library program under the fiscal
year 2011 continuing resolution.

This was a very short-sighted deci-
sion. Since its enactment in 2002, the
Improving Literacy through School Li-
braries program has been making a dif-
ference for students across the coun-
try.

In Rhode Island, for instance, this
program supported the Get READY,
Get Ready, Empowered And Deter-
mined Youth, project of the
Woonsocket school district, which en-
compassed a comprehensive strategy to
improve the reading skills and aca-
demic achievement of 6,296 students, in
grades K-12, by addressing critical ele-
ments of an effective school library
program. Grant funds allowed the dis-
trict to replace outdated library mate-
rials, add one to two books per student
at each library, extend library hours,
and add new computers to connect stu-
dents to information at other libraries.
The funds also increased resources for
professional development in tech-
nology training for teachers and librar-
ians.

Absent the Federal program, the li-
braries in many of our high poverty
schools will languish with outdated
materials and technology. This is a
true equity issue, which is why I will
continue to fight to sustain our Fed-
eral investment in this area and why
renewing and strengthening the school
library program is of critical impor-
tance.

I urge my colleagues to join in co-
sponsoring the Strengthening Kids’ In-
terest in Learning and Libraries Act.

Mr. President I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1328

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening Kids’ Interest in Learning and Librar-
ies Act” or the “SKILLS Act”.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Except as otherwise expressly provided,
wherever in this Act an amendment or repeal
is expressed in terms of an amendment to, or
repeal of, a section or other provision, the
reference shall be considered to be made to a
section or other provision of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.).

TITLE I—-IMPROVING EDUCATION
THROUGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 1002(b)(4) (20 U.S.C. 6302(b)(4)) is
amended to read as follows:

*(4) IMPROVING LITERACY THROUGH SCHOOL
LIBRARIES.—For the purpose of carrying out
subpart 4 of part B, there are authorized to
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