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“Adjustment of Monetary Threshold for Re-
porting Rail Equipment Accidents/Incidents
for Calendar Year 20117 (RIN2130-ZA04) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
January 19, 2011; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-356. A communication from the Trial
Attorney, Federal Railroad Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Adjustment of Monetary Threshold for Re-
porting Rail Equipment Accidents/Incidents
for Calendar Year 2010 (RIN2130-ZA02) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
January 19, 2011; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-357. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Inseason Adjustment to the 2011
Bering Sea Pollock Total Allowable Catch
Amount” (RIN0648-XA121) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on January 19,
2011; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-358. A communication from the Deputy
Assistant Administrator for Regulatory Pro-
grams, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Northeastern TUnited
States; Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black
Sea Bass Fisheries; 2011 Summer Flounder,
Scup, and Black Sea Bass Specifications;
Preliminary 2011 Quota Adjustments; 2011
Summer Flounder Quota for Delaware”
(RIN0648-XY82) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on January 7, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-359. A communication from the Deputy
Assistant Administrator for Regulatory Pro-
grams, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Steller Sea Lion Protection
Measures for the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is-
lands Groundfish Fisheries Off Alaska; Cor-
rection” (RIN0648-BA31) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on January 7, 2011;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mrs.
HuTcHISON, Mr. KOoHL, and Mr.
CHAMBLISS):

S. 224. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, with respect to the offense of
stalking; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
CORNYN, and Mr. LEAHY):

S. 225. A bill to permit the disclosure of
certain information for the purpose of miss-
ing child investigations; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
VITTER, Mr. HATCH, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
SESSIONS, and Mr. ROBERTS):

S. 226. A bill to clarify that the revocation
of an alien’s visa or other documentation is
not subject to judicial review; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.
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By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
CONRAD):

S. 227. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to ensure more timely
access to home health services for Medicare
beneficiaries under the Medicare program; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. ENzI, Mr.
VITTER, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. HATCH,
and Mr. LEE):

S. 228. A bill to preempt regulation of, ac-
tion relating to, or consideration of green-
house gases under Federal and common law
on enactment of a Federal policy to mitigate
climate change; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. BEGICH (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. 229. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to require labeling
of genetically-engineered fish; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BEGICH (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, and Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 230. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to prevent the ap-
proval of genetically-engineered fish; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mr. WEBB, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr.
JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska,
and Mr. CONRAD):

S. 231. A bill to suspend, until the end of
the 2-year period beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act, any Environmental
Protection Agency action under the Clean
Air Act with respect to carbon dioxide or
methane pursuant to certain proceedings,
other than with respect to motor vehicle
emissions, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. LEVIN:

S. 232. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the manufac-
turer limitation on the number of new quali-
fied plug-in electric drive motor vehicles eli-
gible for credit; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr.
TESTER):

S. 233. A bill to withdraw certain Federal
land and interests in that land from loca-
tion, entry, and patent under the mining
laws and disposition under the mineral and
geothermal leasing laws; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. REID (for Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for
herself and Mrs. BOXER)):

S. 234. A Dbill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to provide for enhanced safety
and environmental protection in pipeline
transportation and to provide for enhanced
reliability in the transportation of United
States energy products by pipeline, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CASEY,
and Mr. NELSON of Florida):

S. 235. A Dbill to provide personal jurisdic-
tion in causes of action against contractors
of the United States performing contracts
abroad with respect to members of the
Armed Forces, civilian employees of the
United States, and United States citizen em-
ployees of companies performing work for
the United States in connection with con-
tractor activities, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself and
Mr. CARPER):
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S. 236. A bill to eliminate the preferences
and special rules for Alaska Native Corpora-
tions under the program under section 8(a) of
the Small Business Act; to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself and
Ms. COLLINS):

S. 237. A bill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to enhance the oversight au-
thorities of the Comptroller General, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts:

S. 238. A bill to amend the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act to require that fishery impact state-
ments be updated each year and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts):

S. 239. A bill to support innovation, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. ENSIGN (for himself, Mr.
BEGICH, Mr. HATCH, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mr. REID, and Mr. RISCH):

S. 240. A bill to require an Air Force study
on the threats to, and sustainability of, the
test and training range infrastructure; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself and
Mr. WEBB):

S. 241. A bill to expand whistleblower pro-
tections to non-Federal employees whose
disclosures involve misuse of Federal funds;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr.
LEAHY, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. KERRY, and
Mr. WYDEN):

S. 242. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to enhance the roles and re-
sponsibilities of the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEVIN,
and Mr. SANDERS):

S. Res. 34. A resolution designating the
week of February 7 through 11, 2011, as ‘‘Na-
tional School Counseling Week’’; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Ms. SNOWE, Mrs. BOXER, and Mr.
PRYOR):

S. Res. 35. a resolution expressing support
for the designation of January 28, 2011 as Na-
tional Data Privacy Day; considered and

agreed to.
————
ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 19

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
19, a bill to restore American’s indi-
vidual liberty by striking the Federal
mandate to purchase insurance.

S. 20

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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20, a bill to protect American job cre-
ation by striking the job-killing Fed-
eral employer mandate.
S. 34
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 34, a bill to increase
public safety by permitting the Attor-
ney General to deny the transfer of
firearms or the issuance of firearms
and explosives licenses to known or
suspected dangerous terrorists.
S. 44
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 44, a bill to amend part D of
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to require the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to negotiate covered
part D drug prices on behalf of Medi-
care beneficiaries.
S. 45
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 45, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the
taxation of income of controlled for-
eign corporations attributable for im-
ported property.
S. 72
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 72, a bill to
repeal the expansion of information re-
porting requirements for payments of
$600 or more to corporations, and for
other purposes.
S. 82
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 82, a bill to repeal the sunset
of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief
Reconciliation Act of 2001 with respect
to the expansion of the adoption credit
and adoption assistance programs, to
repeal the sunset of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act with
respect to increased dollar limitations
for such credit and programs, and to
allow the adoption credit to be claimed
in the year expenses are incurred, re-
gardless of when the adoption becomes
final.
S. 102
At the request of Mr. McCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 102, a bill to provide an optional
fast-track procedure the President may
use when submitting rescission re-
quests, and for other purposes.
S. 133
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 133, a bill to repeal
the provision of law that provides auto-
matic pay adjustments for Members of
Congress.
S. 192
At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the
names of the Senator from Tennessee
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(Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator
from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. LUGAR) and
the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) were added as cosponsors of S.
192, a bill to repeal the job-Kkilling
health care law and health care-related
provisions in the Health Care and Edu-
cation Reconciliation Act of 2010.
S. 219

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN), the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) and the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. GRASSLEY) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 219, a bill to require Senate
candidates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form.

S.J. RES. 3

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZzI), the Senator from Maine
(Ms. COLLINS), the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. RIscH) and the Senator from Kan-
sas (Mr. MORAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S.J. Res. 3, a joint resolution
proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States relative
to balancing the budget.

S. RES. 32

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 32, a resolution des-
ignating the month of February 2011 as
‘““National Teen Dating Violence
Awareness and Prevention Month”’.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. CONRAD):

S. 227. A bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to ensure more
timely access to home health services
for Medicare beneficiaries under the
Medicare program; to the Committee
on Finance.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today on behalf of myself and Senator
CONRAD to introduce legislation to en-
sure that our seniors and disabled citi-
zens have timely access to home health
services under the Medicare program.

Nurse practitioners, physician assist-
ants, certified nurse midwives and clin-
ical nurse specialists are all playing in-
creasingly important roles in the deliv-
ery of health care services, particularly
in rural and medically underserved
areas of our country where physicians
may be in scarce supply. In recognition
of their growing role, Congress, in 1997,
authorized Medicare to begin paying
for physician services provided by
these health professionals as long as
those services are within their scope of
practice under State law.

Despite their expanded role, these ad-
vanced practice registered nurses and
physician assistants are currently un-
able to order home health services for
their Medicare patients. Under current
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law, only physicians are allowed to cer-
tify or initiate home health care for
Medicare patients, even though they
may not be as familiar with the pa-
tient’s case as the non-physician pro-
vider. In fact, in many cases, the certi-
fying physician may not even have a
relationship with the patient and must
rely upon the input of the nurse practi-
tioner, physician assistant, clinical
nurse specialist or certified nurse mid-
wife to order the medically necessary
home health care. At best, this require-
ment adds more paperwork and a num-
ber of unnecessary steps to the process
before home health care can be pro-
vided. At worst, it can lead to needless
delays in getting Medicare patients the
home health care they need simply be-
cause a physician is not readily avail-
able to sign the form.

The inability of advanced practice
registered nurses and physician assist-
ants to order home health care is par-
ticularly burdensome for Medicare
beneficiaries in medically underserved
areas, where these providers may be
the only health care professionals
available. For example, needed home
health care was delayed by more than
a week for a Medicare patient in Ne-
vada because the physician assistant
was the only health care professional
serving the patient’s small town, and
the supervising physician was located
60 miles away.

A nurse practitioner told me about
another case in which her collabo-
rating physician had just lost her fa-
ther and was not available. As a con-
sequence, the patient experienced a
two-day delay in getting needed care
while they waited to get the paperwork
signed by another physician. Another
nurse practitioner pointed out that it
is ridiculous that she can order phys-
ical and occupational therapy in a
subacute facility but cannot order
home health care. One of her patients
had to wait 11 days after being dis-
charged before his physical and occupa-
tional therapy could continue simply
because the home health agency had
difficulty finding a physician to certify
the continuation of the same therapy
that the nurse practitioner had been
able to authorize when the patient was
in the facility.

The Home Health Care Planning Im-
provement Act will help to ensure that
our Medicare beneficiaries get the
home health care that they need when
they need it by allowing physician as-
sistants, nurse practitioners, clinical
nurse specialists and certified nurse
midwives to order home health serv-
ices. Our legislation is supported by
the National Association for Home
Care and Hospice, the American Nurses
Association, the American Academy of
Physician Assistants, the American
College of Nurse Practitioners, the
American College of Nurse Midwives,
the American Academy of Nurse Prac-
titioners, and the Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciations of America. I urge all of my
colleagues to join us as cosponsors of
this important legislation.
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