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suffered under these discriminatory laws; 
and 

(4) reaffirms its commitment to preserving 
the same civil rights and constitutional pro-
tections for people of Chinese or other Asian 
descent in the United States accorded to all 
others, regardless of their race or ethnicity. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to join my colleague, Sen-
ator SCOTT BROWN, in submitting a res-
olution that expresses the regret of the 
U.S. Senate for the passage of discrimi-
natory laws against Chinese immi-
grants. These laws are no longer in ef-
fect today. However, I believe it is im-
portant for Congress to express regret 
for the many injustices that were expe-
rienced by Chinese immigrants as a re-
sult of these policies, and for all of us 
as Americans to learn from this dif-
ficult chapter in our Nation’s past. 

Let me begin by offering a brief his-
tory of the Chinese Exclusion Act. In 
the 1870s, an economic downturn cre-
ated political pressure to slow the 
growing population of Chinese immi-
grants who were coming to the United 
States to pursue a better way of life. In 
California, State laws and local ordi-
nances were enacted that denied the 
Chinese basic rights and privileges 
such as the right to own land and the 
ability to access public schools. 

At the urging of some California law-
makers, the U.S. Congress subse-
quently passed laws that further denied 
the rights of Chinese immigrants. The 
harshest of those measures was the 
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 that ex-
plicitly prohibited all State and Fed-
eral courts from naturalizing Chinese 
persons. This legislation was the first 
federal law ever enacted to exclude a 
group of immigrants solely on the basis 
of race or nationality. 

The Chinese Exclusion Act was fol-
lowed by the passage of the Geary Act 
in 1892, which extended the Chinese Ex-
clusion Act for 10 years and required 
all Chinese persons in the United 
States to register with the Federal 
Government to obtain certificates of 
residence to prove their right to be in 
the U.S. 

In order to fully understand this Na-
tion’s deep-rooted hostility toward the 
Chinese during this time period, it is 
important to contrast the U.S. Govern-
ment’s vastly different treatment of 
European immigrants who entered the 
United States through Ellis Island. Eu-
ropean immigrants were not subjected 
to the same burdensome and 
humiliating screening requirements as 
the Chinese. 

Most are familiar with the stories of 
those coming to Ellis Island and seeing 
the Statute of Liberty in New York 
Harbor. However, often forgotten are 
the experiences of Chinese immigrants 
who made it to America by way of 
Angel Island in California. 

In 1910, the U.S. Government opened 
the Angel Island Immigration Station 
as a way to isolate Chinese immigrants 
from the city of San Francisco and the 
remainder of the bay area in northern 
California. These immigrants were 
brought to Angel Island Station where 

they were separated from family mem-
bers, subjected to embarrassing med-
ical examinations and grueling interro-
gations, and detained for months or 
sometimes years. 

Despite these hardships, Chinese im-
migrants persevered, and they continue 
to make invaluable contributions to 
the development and success of our Na-
tion. The enactment of Chinese exclu-
sionary laws is a shameful part of our 
history that must not be forgotten. It 
is my hope that this resolution will 
serve to enlighten those who may not 
be aware of this regrettable chapter in 
our Nation’s history. In addition, I 
hope the resolution will help heal and 
bring some closure for those who lived 
through this difficult time and are still 
with us today. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bipartisan resolution. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 202—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 27, 2011, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS DISORDER AWARENESS 
DAY’’ 
Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Mr. LEVIN, 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER, and Mr. DURBIN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 202 
Whereas the brave men and women of the 

United States Armed Forces, who proudly 
serve the United States, risk their lives to 
protect the freedom of the United States and 
deserve the investment of every reasonable 
resource to ensure their lasting physical, 
mental, and emotional well-being; 

Whereas 2.4 percent of servicemembers re-
turning from deployment to Operation En-
during Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom 
are clinically diagnosed with post-traumatic 
stress disorder (referred to in this preamble 
as ‘‘PTSD’’) and up to 17 percent of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom veterans exposed to sustained 
ground combat report PTSD symptoms; 

Whereas up to 10 percent of Operation 
Desert Storm veterans, 30 percent of Viet-
nam veterans, and 8 percent of the general 
population of the United States suffer or 
have suffered from PTSD; 

Whereas the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs reports that more than 438,000 veterans 
were treated for PTSD in 2010 alone; 

Whereas many cases of PTSD remain unre-
ported, undiagnosed, and untreated due to a 
lack of awareness about PTSD and the per-
sistent stigma associated with mental health 
issues; 

Whereas PTSD significantly increases the 
risk of depression, suicide, and drug- and al-
cohol-related disorders and deaths, espe-
cially if left untreated; 

Whereas the Departments of Defense and 
Veterans Affairs have made significant ad-
vances in the prevention, diagnosis, and 
treatment of PTSD and the symptoms of 
PTSD, but many challenges remain; and 

Whereas the establishment of a National 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness 
Day will raise public awareness about issues 
related to PTSD and help ensure that those 
suffering from the invisible wounds of war 
receive proper treatment: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 27, 2011, as ‘‘National 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness 
Day’’; 

(2) urges the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
and the Secretary of Defense to continue 
working to educate servicemembers, vet-
erans, the families of servicemembers and 
veterans, and the public about the causes, 
symptoms, and treatment of post-traumatic 
stress disorder; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and 
the Secretary of Defense. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
am introducing for the second year in a 
row a Senate resolution to designate 
June 27 as National Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder Awareness Day. That 
date was inspired by the birthday of 
North Dakota National Guard Staff 
Sergeant Joe Biel. Staff Sergeant Biel 
served two tours of duty in Iraq as a 
Trailblazer, part of a unit responsible 
for route clearance operations. Each 
day, Joe’s mission was to go out with 
his unit to find and remove Improvised 
Explosive Devices and other dangers 
from heavily traveled roads to make it 
safe for coalition forces and Iraqi civil-
ians to travel. As a result of those ex-
periences, Joe suffered from PTSD and, 
tragically, took his own life in April 
2007. There is absolutely no doubt that 
Joe Biel is a hero who gave his life for 
our country. 

I learned of Joe’s story because 
friends from his platoon, the 4th Pla-
toon, A Company, of the North Dakota 
National Guard’s 164th Combat Engi-
neer Battalion, have organized an an-
nual motorcycle ride across the state 
of North Dakota in his memory. The 
Joe Biel Memorial Ride serves as a re-
union for the 164th, a memorial for a 
lost friend, and a beacon to those suf-
fering from PTSD and other mental 
issues across the region. The key point 
made to me by the event’s organizer, 
Staff Sergeant Matt Leaf, is that we 
have to raise awareness of this disease 
so that the lives of servicemembers, 
veterans, and other PTSD sufferers can 
be saved by greater awareness of and 
treatment for this disorder. 

For many, the war does not end when 
the warrior comes home. All too many 
servicemembers and veterans face 
PTSD symptoms like anxiety, anger, 
and depression as they try to adjust to 
life after war. We cannot sweep these 
problems under the rug. PTSD is real. 
The Department of Defense and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs have 
made significant advances in the pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment of 
PTSD and its symptoms, but many 
challenges remain. More must be done 
to inform and educate veterans, fami-
lies and communities on the facts 
about this illness and the resources and 
treatments available. 

That is why SSG Leaf and his fellow 
Trailblazers started the Joe Biel Me-
morial Bike Ride. That is why I began 
the effort to create a National PTSD 
Awareness Day last year. It is why I 
am introducing this Resolution once 
again. Actions like this may not seem 
that important to some, but they are. 
They garner attention, raise aware-
ness, and help to eliminate the stigma 
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surrounding mental health issues. 
These efforts are about letting our 
troops, past and present, know it is 
okay to come forward and say they 
need help. It’s a sign of strength, not 
weakness, to seek assistance. It is my 
hope that this message will be heard. 
In the words of SSG Leaf, ‘‘maybe if we 
all take a minute to listen, we can stop 
one more tragedy from ever happening 
again.’’ 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 203—RECOG-
NIZING ‘‘NATIONAL FOSTER 
CARE MONTH’’ AS AN OPPOR-
TUNITY TO RAISE AWARENESS 
ABOUT THE CHALLENGES OF 
CHILDREN IN THE FOSTER CARE 
SYSTEM, AND ENCOURAGING 
CONGRESS TO IMPLEMENT POL-
ICY TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF 
CHILDREN IN THE FOSTER CARE 
SYSTEM 

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. 
AKAKA, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
LEVIN, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KERRY, 
Mr. INHOFE, Ms. SNOWE, and Mr. CASEY) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 203 

Whereas ‘‘National Foster Care Month’’ 
was established more than 20 years ago to 
bring foster care issues to the forefront, to 
highlight the importance of permanency for 
every child, and to recognize the essential 
role that foster parents, social workers, and 
advocates have in the lives of children in fos-
ter care throughout the United States; 

Whereas all children deserve a safe, loving, 
and permanent home; 

Whereas the primary goal of the foster 
care system is to ensure the safety and well- 
being of children while working to provide a 
safe, loving, and permanent home for each 
child; 

Whereas there are approximately 420,000 
children living in foster care; 

Whereas there are 115,000 children in foster 
care awaiting adoption; 

Whereas 57,000 children are adopted out of 
foster care each year; 

Whereas children of color are more likely 
to stay in the foster care system for longer 
periods of time and are less likely to be re-
united with their biological families; 

Whereas the number of available foster 
homes is declining, and there are only 2.8 
foster homes for every 10 children in foster 
care; 

Whereas children entering foster care often 
confront the widespread misperception that 
children in foster care are disruptive, unruly, 
and dangerous, even though placement in 
foster care is based on the actions of a par-
ent or guardian, not the child; 

Whereas foster care is intended to be a 
temporary placement, but children remain 
in the foster care system for an average of 2 
years; 

Whereas children in foster care experience 
an average of 3 different placements, which 
often leads to disruption of routines, and the 
need to change schools and move away from 
siblings, extended families, and familiar sur-
roundings; 

Whereas more than 29,000 youth ‘‘age out’’ 
of foster care without a legal permanent con-
nection to an adult or family; 

Whereas the number of youth who ‘‘age 
out’’ of foster care has steadily increased for 
the past decade; 

Whereas children who ‘‘age out’’ of foster 
care lack the security or support of a bio-
logical or adoptive family and frequently 
struggle to secure affordable housing, obtain 
health insurance, pursue higher education, 
and acquire adequate employment; 

Whereas on average, 8.5 percent of the posi-
tions in child protective services remain va-
cant; 

Whereas due to heavy caseloads and lim-
ited resources, the average tenure for a 
worker in child protection services is just 3 
years; 

Whereas States, localities, and commu-
nities should be encouraged to invest re-
sources in preventative and reunification 
services and post-permanency programs to 
ensure that more children in foster care are 
provided with safe, loving, and permanent 
placements; 

Whereas the Fostering Connections to Suc-
cess and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 
(Public Law 110–351; 122 Stat. 3949) provides 
for new investments and services to improve 
the outcomes of children and families in the 
foster care system; and 

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving, 
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless 
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes ‘‘National Foster Care 

Month’’ as an opportunity to raise awareness 
about the challenges that children in the fos-
ter care system face; 

(2) encourages Congress to implement pol-
icy to improve the lives of children in the 
foster care system; 

(3) supports the designation of May as ‘‘Na-
tional Foster Care Month’’; 

(4) acknowledges the special needs of chil-
dren in the foster care system; 

(5) honors the commitment and dedication 
of the individuals who work tirelessly to pro-
vide assistance and services to children in 
the foster care system; and 

(6) reaffirms the need to continue working 
to improve the outcomes of all children in 
the foster care system through title IV of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) 
and other programs designed to help children 
in the foster care system reunite with their 
biological parents or, if the children cannot 
be reunited with their biological parents, 
find permanent, safe, and loving homes. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 204—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 7, 2011, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL HUNGER AWARENESS 
DAY’’ 
Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. 

BOOZMAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. LEAHY, and Mr. BROWN of 
Ohio) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 204 

Whereas food insecurity and hunger are a 
fact of life for millions of individuals in the 
United States and can produce physical, 
mental, and social impairments; 

Whereas recent data published by the De-
partment of Agriculture show that approxi-
mately 50,200,000 individuals in the United 
States live in households experiencing hun-
ger or food insecurity, and of that number, 
33,000,000 are adults and 17,200,000 are chil-
dren; 

Whereas the Department of Agriculture 
data also show that households with children 
experience nearly twice the rate of food inse-
curity as those households without children; 

Whereas 4.8 percent of all households in 
the United States (approximately 5,600,000 
households) have accessed emergency food 
from a food pantry 1 or more times; 

Whereas the report entitled ‘‘Household 
Food Security in the United States, 2009’’ 
and published by the Economic Research 
Service of the Department of Agriculture 
found that in 2009, the most recent year for 
which data exist— 

(1) 14.7 percent of all households in the 
United States experienced food insecurity at 
some point during the year; 

(2) 21.3 percent of all households with chil-
dren in the United States experienced food 
insecurity at some point during the year; 
and 

(3) 7.5 percent of all households with elder-
ly individuals in the United States experi-
enced food insecurity at some point during 
the year; 

Whereas the problem of hunger and food 
insecurity can be found in rural, suburban, 
and urban portions of the United States, 
touching nearly every community of the 
United States; 

Whereas, although substantial progress has 
been made in reducing the incidence of hun-
ger and food insecurity in the United States, 
many Americans remain vulnerable to hun-
ger and the negative effects of food insecu-
rity; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
have a long tradition of providing food as-
sistance to hungry individuals through acts 
of private generosity and public support pro-
grams; 

Whereas the Federal Government provides 
nutritional support to millions of individuals 
through numerous Federal food assistance 
programs, including— 

(1) the supplemental nutrition assistance 
program established under the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.); 

(2) the child nutrition program established 
under the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.); 

(3) the special supplemental nutrition pro-
gram for women, infants, and children estab-
lished by section 17 of the Child Nutrition 
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786); 

(4) the emergency food assistance program 
established under the Emergency Food As-
sistance Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 7501 et seq.); 
and 

(5) food donation programs; 
Whereas there is a growing awareness of 

the important role that community-based 
organizations, institutions of faith, and 
charities play in assisting hungry and food- 
insecure individuals; 

Whereas more than 50,000 local, commu-
nity-based organizations rely on the support 
and efforts of more than 1,000,000 volunteers 
to provide food assistance and services to 
millions of vulnerable people; and 

Whereas all people of the United States 
can participate in hunger relief efforts in 
their communities by— 

(1) donating food and money to hunger re-
lief efforts; 

(2) volunteering for hunger relief efforts; 
and 

(3) supporting public policies aimed at re-
ducing hunger: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 7, 2011, as ‘‘National 

Hunger Awareness Day’’; and 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to observe National Hunger Awareness Day— 
(A) with appropriate ceremonies, volunteer 

activities, and other support for local anti- 
hunger advocacy efforts and hunger relief 
charities, including food banks, food rescue 
organizations, food pantries, soup kitchens, 
and emergency shelters; and 

(B) by continuing to support programs and 
public policies that reduce hunger and food 
insecurity in the United States. 
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