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technologies. The year ahead will also 
present opportunities to study emerg-
ing privacy issues, such as the use of 
full body scanners at our airports and 
threats to online privacy. 

The 112th Congress affords all of us in 
Congress an opportunity to make sure 
that this universal right to be left 
alone remains viable in the digital age. 

I commend the many stakeholders 
and leaders from across the Nation who 
are holding events to commemorate 
Data Privacy Day. I look forward to 
working with Members of Congress on 
both sides of the aisle, and in both 
Chambers, on legislation to better pro-
tect the privacy rights of all Ameri-
cans. 

f 

STATE OF THE UNION SEATING 
GESTURE 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, on Tuesday we made history in a 
small but significant way here in Con-
gress. When we filed into the House 
Chamber for the President’s annual 
State of the Union Address, many of us 
cast aside a long-held custom and 
crossed the aisle—literally—and sat to-
gether rather than divided by party. In 
some cases, as with my colleagues from 
my home State of Colorado, we sat by 
State delegation, Republicans and 
Democrats together. 

I advocated for that change as a sym-
bolic gesture. It was something I have 
done since I served in the Colorado 
State House. 

In the days leading up to Tuesday’s 
speech, folks here, and in the media, 
had a lot of fun comparing our plans to 
finding a date to a high school dance. 
They started speculating on what was 
next—trust falls? A ropes course? I am 
an old mountaineer—I have been jok-
ing that the aisle has become a moun-
tain to climb. 

And while those jokes have been en-
tertaining for us inside the beltway, I 
think the media’s interest in the 
drama highlights part of the problem 
that led me to call for a change in the 
way we sit during the State of the 
Union. 

My staff did quite a bit of research on 
the history of the State of the Union 
Address, and they couldn’t find any 
historical reason for divided seating. It 
seems to have developed along with the 
evolution of broadcast journalism. 

So it appears that the media’s hunger 
for drama—and our own need to use the 
media to project fierce party unity to 
the audience at home—has made the 
State of the Union like a pep rally—or 
a kind of sideshow to the main event. 
We’ve lost our focus on the content of 
the speech in an effort to get a moment 
of air time or a good headline. 

I will be the first to admit that Tues-
day’s new seating arrangements aren’t 
going to suddenly change the atmos-
phere here in Congress. But I hope it 
was the start of a new tradition. It cer-
tainly was a step in the right direction. 
Coloradans and Americans overwhelm-
ingly supported the idea. It is some-

thing Americans are hungering for—I 
was just the messenger. There is no 
question it got us talking to people 
outside our comfort zones. I think the 
result was a more respectful—and less 
divided—State of the Union Address. 

And I bring this up today—2 days 
after the State of the Union—because I 
don’t want this to be an anomaly—a 
brief moment of half-hearted kumbaya 
before we slip back into our old habits. 
There was an even more serious reason 
for bringing us all together. We are not 
just divided during the President’s 
State of the Union Address—it is near-
ly every day—in Washington and on 
the campaign trail. 

If you go out and talk to citizens—as 
I do when I am in Colorado—the vast 
majority of people say they are frus-
trated with the bickering in Wash-
ington, and they believe it is hurting 
our Nation. The words used by politi-
cians and commentators on the right 
and the left have become over the top— 
even violent. 

After the horrific events of January 
9, it is only natural that we ask wheth-
er there is a connection between the 
fact that Congresswoman GIFFORDS 
was the subject of violent gun meta-
phors on the campaign trail and the at-
tack by a disturbed gunman only a few 
months later. 

I, personally, think it would be sim-
plistic to believe that one was the 
sole—or even a part—cause of the 
other. But it is incontrovertible that 
the level of violence and vitriol in our 
political language has been escalating 
year after year to a point where the 
space between rhetoric and reality has 
grown from a gap into a chasm. 

To quote Jon Stewart of the ‘‘Daily 
Show’’ during his rally to restore san-
ity in politics: ‘‘We live now in hard 
times, not end times.’’ Yet you 
wouldn’t know it by listening to the 24- 
hour media spin cycle. 

I know GABBY well. She represents 
the district my father represented for 
30 years. I grew up in Tucson, and a 
piece of me will always be rooted in its 
sandy soil. It is a border district, full of 
independent westerners whose ances-
tors made a good living there, despite 
harsh conditions and punishing tem-
peratures. Its people include moderates 
as well as staunch liberals and strong- 
minded conservatives. In order to rep-
resent the area well, you really have to 
be outside politics, willing to hear ev-
eryone’s point of view and to bring 
them together regardless of party. 
That is GABBY in a nutshell. 

It would be a huge disservice to 
GABBY, Judge Roll, Christina Greene, 
and all of the other victims of the Tuc-
son shooting if we didn’t seize this mo-
ment to reflect on how to rein in the 
rhetoric—to become more civil to each 
other—and—as our President said elo-
quently—live up to their ideals for our 
democracy. 

So sitting together was only a small 
step. I hope we can follow it up with 
more efforts to work together—perhaps 
bipartisan retreats—or, as was sug-

gested by a few of my colleagues— 
doing away with the aisle altogether. 

I want to thank my co-leaders in this 
effort—Senator MURKOWSKI of Alaska, 
and Representatives HEATH SHULER and 
PAUL GOSAR. I look forward to working 
with them and any others in ways that 
will eventually help us solve the big 
challenges that confront us—because if 
we cannot sit together, we are kidding 
ourselves if we think we can win the 
global economic race, pay down our 
debt, develop a 21st century energy pol-
icy, fix our broken immigration sys-
tem—or address any of the myriad 
other problems facing our country. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY THE BRAVE 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to reflect on the courage and 
strength of Johnny Ties or as most 
people know him, Johnny the Brave. 

Johnny lives in Gravette, AR, with 
his family who supports him with their 
faith and love. While he enjoys playing 
soccer, off the field he is a true warrior 
and champion who is setting a great 
example for us all. 

Johnny is bravely battling an illness. 
I join his family, friends and commu-
nity in showing just how proud we are 
of this amazing 8-year-old whose opti-
mism and zest for life is something we 
can all learn from. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Johnny the Brave.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:23 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 359. An act to reduce Federal spending 
and the deficit by terminating taxpayer fi-
nancing of presidential election campaigns 
and party conventions. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The message also announced that the 
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bill: 

H.R. 366. An act to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs 
under the Small Business Act and the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 1024(a), and the 
order of the House of January 5, 2011, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives to the Joint Economic Com-
mittee: Mr. BRADY of Texas, Chairman, 
Mr. BURGESS of Texas, Mr. CAMPBELL of 
California, Mr. DUFFY of Wisconsin, 
Mr. AMASH of Michigan, and Mr. 
MULVANEY of South Carolina. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 1928a, clause 10 of 
rule I, and the order of the House of 
January 5, 2011, the Speaker appoints 
the following Member of the House of 
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Representatives to the United States 
Group of the NATO Parliamentary As-
sembly: Mr. TURNER of Ohio, Chairman, 
Mr. SHIMKUS of Illinois, Mr. SHUSTER of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. MILLER of Florida, 
Mrs. EMERSON of Missouri, Ms. GRANG-
ER of Texas, and Mr. BILIRAKIS of Flor-
ida. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 201(a)(2) of the Con-
gressional Budget and Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 601), and 
the order of the House of January 5, 
2011, the Speaker and the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate hereby jointly 
appoint the following individual to the 
Congressional Budget Office for the 
term expiring January 3, 2015: Dr. 
Douglas W. Elmendorf, Director. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to sections 5580 and 5581 of 
the revised statutes (20 U.S.C. 42–43), 
and the order of the House of January 
5, 2011, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution: Mr. JOHN-
SON of Ohio and Mr. LATOURETTE of 
Ohio. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 192. A bill to repeal the job-killing 
health care law and health care-related pro-
visions in the Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Act of 2010. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 223. A bill to modernize the air traffic 
control system, improve the safety, reli-
ability, and availability of transportation by 
air in the United States, provide moderniza-
tion of the air traffic control system, reau-
thorize the Federal Aviation Administration, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–221. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Herger-Feinstein Quincy Library 
Group Forest Recovery Act Pilot Project 
Status Report to Congress for Fiscal Year 
2009’’; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–222. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Directives and Regula-
tions Branch, Forest Service, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Prohibitions in Areas Designated by 
Order—Closure of National Forest System 
Lands to Protect Privacy of Tribal Activi-
ties’’ (RIN0596–AC93) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on January 24, 2011; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–223. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Policy Issuances Division, Food 

Safety and Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Nutrition 
Labeling of Single-Ingredient Products and 
Ground or Chopped Meat and Poultry Prod-
ucts’’ (RIN0583–AC60) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on January 24, 2011; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–224. A communication from the Chief, 
Planning and Regulatory Affairs Branch, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram: Regulation Restructuring to Reflect 
the End of Coupon Issuance System’’ 
(RIN0584–AD48) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 24, 2011; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–225. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Black 
Stem Rust; Additions of Rust-Resistant Va-
rieties’’ (Docket No. APHIS–2010–0088) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
January 24, 2011; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–226. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a quarterly report entitled, ‘‘Acceptance 
of Contributions for Defense Programs, 
Projects, and Activities; Defense Coopera-
tion Account’’; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–227. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a quar-
terly report relative to withdrawals or diver-
sions of equipment from Reserve component 
units from July 1, 2010 to September 30, 2010; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–228. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a proposed change to the Fiscal Year 
2010 National Guard and Reserve Equipment 
Appropriation (NGREA) procurement; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–229. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Armed Forces Retirement Home—Washing-
ton’s 2010 Accreditation Report; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–230. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Depart-
ment’s Health Care Quality Report for 2010; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–231. A communication from the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Health 
Protection and Readiness) performing the 
duties of the Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Health Affairs), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to pain care initiatives 
provided by the health care programs of the 
Department of Defense; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–232. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Acquisition Policy and Legis-
lation Branch, Office of the Chief Procure-
ment Officer, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Revision of Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Acquisition Reg-
ulation’’ (RIN1601–AA16) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on January 24, 2011; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–233. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition 

Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement; Organizational Conflicts of 
Interest in Major Defense Acquisition Pro-
grams’’ ((RIN0750–AG63) (DFARS Case 2009– 
D015)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 25, 2011; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–234. A communication from the Regu-
latory Specialist, Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Community Rein-
vestment Act Regulations’’ (RIN1557–AD34) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on January 7, 2011; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–235. A communication from the Regu-
latory Specialist, Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Community Rein-
vestment Act Regulations’’ (RIN1557–AD32) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on January 7, 2011; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–236. A communication from the General 
Counsel of the National Credit Union Admin-
istration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘The Low Income 
Definition’’ (RIN3133–AD75) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Jan-
uary 5, 2011; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–237. A communication from the Assist-
ant to the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Commu-
nity Reinvestment Act Regulations’’ 
((RIN7100–AD50) (FRB Docket No. R–1387)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on January 24, 2011; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–238. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Division of Corporation Finance, Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Issuer Review of Assets Underlying 
Asset-Backed Securities’’ (RIN3235–AK76) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
January 24, 2011; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–239. A communication from the Deputy 
to the Chairman for External Affairs, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Community Reinvestment Act 
Regulations’’ (RIN3064–AD60) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on January 19, 
2011; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–240. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Division of Corporation Finance, Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Disclosure for Asset-Backed Secu-
rities Required by Section 943 of the Dodd- 
Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act’’ (RIN3235–AK75) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Janu-
ary 24, 2011; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–241. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Addi-
tions and Revisions to the List of Validated 
End-Users in the People’s Republic of China: 
CSMC Technologies Corporation and Ad-
vanced Micro Devices China, Inc.’’ (RIN0694– 
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