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Andrew observed on November 30, the Gov-
ernment of Turkey provided lawyers rep-
resenting the Ecumenical Patriarchate with
the formal property title for the confiscated
building: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) welcomes the historic meeting be-
tween Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I;

(2) welcomes the positive gestures by the
Government of Turkey, including allowing
allowed the liturgical celebration by the Ec-
umenical Patriarch at the historic Sumela
Monastery and the return of the former
Greek Orphanage on Buyukada Island to the
Ecumenical Patriarchate;

(3) urges the Government of Turkey to
facilitate the reopening of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate’s Theological School of Halki
without condition or further delay; and

(4) urges the Government of Turkey to
address other longstanding concerns relating
to the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to be joined today by Senators
SNOWE, REID, SHAHEEN, WHITEHOUSE,
and MENENDEZ in introducing a resolu-
tion calling upon the government of
Turkey to facilitate the reopening of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s Theo-
logical School of Halki without condi-
tion or further delay.

I was privileged to again meet with
the Ecumenical Patriarch, Bar-
tholomew I, during his 2009 visit to the
United States. His impassioned request
to those of us gathered was for our sup-
port for the reopening of the Theo-
logical School of Halki, forcibly closed
by the Turkish authorities in 1971. In
this year marking the 40th anniversary
of that tragic action, I urge the Turk-
ish leadership to reverse this injustice
and allow this unique religious institu-
tion to reopen

Founded in 1844, the Theological
School of Halki, located outside mod-
ern-day Istanbul, served as the prin-
cipal seminary of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate until its forced closure.
Counted among alumni of this pre-
eminent educational institution are
numerous prominent Orthodox schol-
ars, theologians, priests, and bishops as
well as patriarchs, including Bar-
tholomew I. Many of these scholars and
theologians have served as faculty at
other institutions serving Orthodox
communities around the world.

Past indications by the Turkish au-
thorities of pending action to reopen
the seminary have, regrettably, failed
to materialize. Turkey’s Prime Min-
ister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, met with
the Ecumenical Patriarch in August
2009. In an address to a wider gathering
of minority religious leaders that day,
Erdogan concluded by stating, ‘“We
should not be of those who gather, talk
and disperse. A result should come out
of this.” I could not agree more with
the sentiment. But resolution of this
longstanding matter requires resolve,
not rhetoric.

In a positive development last Au-
gust, the authorities in Ankara, for the
first time since 1922, permitted a litur-
gical celebration to take place at the
historic Sumela Monastery. The Ecu-
menical Patriarch presided at that
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service, attended by pilgrims and reli-
gious leaders from several countries,
including Greece and Russia. Last No-
vember, a Turkish court ordered the
Buyukada orphanage to be returned to

Ecumenical Patriarchate and the
transfer of the property has been com-
pleted.

As one who has followed issues sur-
rounding the Ecumenical Patriarchate
with interest for many years, I wel-
come these positive developments. My
hope is that they will lead to the re-
turn of scores of other church prop-
erties seized by the government. In
2005, the Helsinki Commission, which I
co-chair, convened a briefing, ‘‘The
Greek Orthodox Church in Turkey: A
Victim of Systematic Expropriation.”
The Commission has consistently
raised the issue of the Theological
School for well over a decade and will
continue to closely monitor related de-
velopments.

The State Department’s 2010 Report
on International Religious Freedom is
a reminder of the challenges faced by
Orthodox and other minority religious
communities in Turkey. I urge the
Turkish Prime Minister to ensure re-
spect for the rights of individuals from
these groups to freely profess and prac-
tice their religion or beliefs, in keeping
with Turkey’s obligations as an OSCE
participating State.

The 1989 OSCE Vienna Concluding
Document affirmed the right of reli-
gious communities to provide ‘‘train-
ing of religious personnel in appro-
priate institutions.”” The Theological
School of Halki served that function
for over a century until its forced clo-
sure four decades ago. The time has
come to allow the reopening of this
unique institution without further
delay.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  197—HON-
ORING THE ENTREPRENEURIAL

SPIRIT OF SMALL BUSINESS
CONCERNS IN THE  UNITED
STATES DURING NATIONAL

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK, WHICH
BEGINS ON MAY 15, 2011

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr.
KERRY, Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
ENzI, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. RISCH) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 197

Whereas the approximately 27,200,000 small
business concerns in the United States are
the driving force behind the Nation’s econ-
omy, creating 2 out of every 3 new jobs and
generating more than 50 percent of the Na-
tion’s non-farm gross domestic product;

Whereas small businesses are the driving
force behind the economic recovery of the
United States;

Whereas small businesses represent 99.7
percent of employer firms in the United
States;

Whereas small business concerns are the
Nation’s innovators, serving to advance
technology and productivity;
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Whereas small business concerns represent
97.6 percent of all exporters and produce 32.8
percent of exported goods;

Whereas Congress established the Small
Business Administration in 1953 to aid, coun-
sel, assist, and protect the interests of small
business concerns in order to preserve free
and competitive enterprise, to ensure that a
fair proportion of the total Federal Govern-
ment purchases, contracts, and subcontracts
for property and services are placed with
small business concerns, to ensure that a fair
proportion of the total sales of government
property are made to such small business
concerns, and to maintain and strengthen
the overall economy of the United States;

Whereas every year since 1963, the Presi-
dent has designated a ‘‘National Small Busi-
ness Week” to recognize the contributions of
small businesses to the economic well-being
of the United States;

Whereas in 2011, National Small Business
Week will honor the estimated 27,200,000
small businesses in the United States;

Whereas the Small Business Administra-
tion has helped small business concerns by
providing access to critical lending opportu-
nities, protecting small business concerns
from excessive Federal regulatory enforce-
ment, helping to ensure full and open com-
petition for government contracts, and im-
proving the economic environment in which
small business concerns compete;

Whereas for more than 50 years, the Small
Business Administration has helped millions
of entrepreneurs achieve the American
dream of owning a small business concern,
and has played a key role in fostering eco-
nomic growth; and

Whereas the President has designated the
week beginning May 15, 2011, as ‘‘National
Small Business Week’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the entrepreneurial spirit of
small business concerns in the United States
during National Small Business Week, which
begins on May 15, 2011;

(2) applauds the efforts and achievements
of the owners and employees of small busi-
ness concerns, whose hard work and commit-
ment to excellence have made such small
business concerns a key part of the economic
vitality of the United States;

(3) recognizes the work of the Small Busi-
ness Administration and its resource part-
ners in providing assistance to entrepreneurs
and small business concerns; and

(4) recognizes the importance of ensuring
that—

(A) guaranteed loans, including microloans
and microloan technical assistance, for
start-up and growing small business con-
cerns, and venture capital, are made avail-
able to all qualified small business concerns;

(B) the management assistance programs
delivered by resource partners on behalf of
the Small Business Administration, such as
Small Business Development Centers, Wom-
en’s Business Centers, and the Service Corps
of Retired Executives, are provided with the
Federal resources necessary to provide in-
valuable counseling services to entre-
preneurs in the United States;

(C) the Small Business Administration
continues to provide timely and efficient dis-
aster assistance so that small businesses in
areas struck by natural or manmade disas-
ters can quickly return to business to keep
local economies alive in the aftermath of
such disasters;

(D) affordable broadband Internet access is
available to all people in the United States,
particularly people in rural and underserved
communities, so that small businesses can
use the Internet to make their operations
more globally competitive while boosting
local economies;
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(E) regulatory relief is provided to small
businesses through the reduction of duplica-
tive or unnecessary regulatory requirements
that increase costs for small businesses; and

(F) leveling the playing field for con-
tracting opportunities remains a primary
focus, so that small businesses, particularly
minority-owned small businesses, can com-
pete for and win more of the $400,000,000,000
in contracts that the Federal Government
enters into each year for goods and services.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  198—CON-
GRATULATING THE ALASKA

ACES HOCKEY TEAM ON WIN-
NING THE 2011 KELLY CUP AND
BECOMING THE EAST COAST
HOCKEY LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
FOR THE SECOND TIME IN TEAM
HISTORY

Mr. BEGICH (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 198

Whereas on Saturday, May 21, 2011, the
Alaska Aces won the second Kelly Cup cham-
pionship in the history of the team with a 5-
3 victory over the Kalamazoo Wings;

Whereas the Alaska Aces lost only 1 game
throughout the entire 2011 Kelly Cup play-
offs;

Whereas the Alaska Aces finished the reg-
ular season by winning an impressive 35 of
the final 41 games;

Whereas the Alaska Aces won the Brabham
Cup with the best record in the East Coast
Hockey League regular season;

Whereas head coach Brent Thompson led
the Alaska Aces to the Kelly Cup champion-
ship in only his second year as head coach
and received the John Brophy award as the
East Coast Hockey League’s Coach of the
Year;

Whereas Alaska Aces Captain Scott Burt
became the first player in East Coast Hockey
League history to win 3 Kelly Cups;

Whereas Alaska Aces forward Scott Howes
was named the Most Valuable Player of the
Kelly Cup playoffs with 7 goals and 19 points
earned during the postseason;

Whereas Alaska Aces forward Wes Goldie
was named Most Valuable Player for the
2010-2011 East Coast Hockey League regular
season with 83 points;

Whereas Alaska Aces goaltender Gerald
Coleman backstopped the Alaska Aces with a
record of 11 wins and 1 loss during the Kelly
Cup playoffs and was selected as the East
Coast Hockey League’s Goaltender of the
Year;

Whereas the Alaska Aces benefitted from
the veteran leadership of center and native
Alaskan Brian Swanson;

Whereas the hard work and dedication of
the entire team lead the Alaska Aces to vic-
tory;

Whereas the East Coast Hockey League
has developed some of the greatest hockey
players who have later enjoyed successful ca-
reers in the National Hockey League and the
American Hockey League; and

Whereas Alaskans everywhere are proud of
the accomplishments of the Alaska Aces in
the 2011 season: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates each member and the
coaching staff of the Alaska Aces hockey
team on an impressive championship season;

(2) recognizes the achievements of the East
Coast Hockey League on another fine season
of developing players and promoting ice
hockey in North America; and
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(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of
the Senate to transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the Alaska Aces ownership;

(B) the Commissioner of the East Coast
Hockey League, Brian McKenna; and

(C) the Commissioner Emeritus of the East
Coast Hockey League, Patrick J. Kelly.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 22—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT JOHN
ARTHUR “JACK” JOHNSON
SHOULD RECEIVE A POST-
HUMOUS PARDON FOR THE RA-
CIALLY MOTIVATED CONVICTION
IN 1913 THAT DIMINISHED THE
ATHLETIC, CULTURAL, AND HE-
ROIC SIGNIFICANCE OF JACK
JOHNSON AND UNDULY TAR-
NISHED HIS REPUTATION

Mr. McCAIN submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

S. CON. RES. 22

Whereas John Arthur “Jack’” Johnson was
a flamboyant, defiant, and controversial fig-
ure in the history of the United States who
challenged racial biases;

Whereas Jack Johnson was born in Gal-
veston, Texas, in 1878 to parents who were
former slaves;

Whereas Jack Johnson became a profes-
sional boxer and traveled throughout the
United States, fighting White and African-
American heavyweights;

Whereas after being denied (on purely ra-
cial grounds) the opportunity to fight 2
White champions, in 1908, Jack Johnson was
granted an opportunity by an Australian
promoter to fight the reigning White title-
holder, Tommy Burns;

Whereas Jack Johnson defeated Tommy
Burns to become the first African-American
to hold the title of Heavyweight Champion of
the World;

Whereas the victory by Jack Johnson over
Tommy Burns prompted a search for a White
boxer who could beat Jack Johnson, a re-
cruitment effort that was dubbed the search
for the ‘‘great white hope’’;

Whereas in 1910, a White former champion
named Jim Jeffries left retirement to fight
Jack Johnson in Reno, Nevada;

Whereas Jim Jeffries lost to Jack Johnson
in what was deemed the ‘‘Battle of the Cen-
tury’’;

Whereas the defeat of Jim Jeffries by Jack
Johnson led to rioting, aggression against
African-Americans, and the racially moti-
vated murder of African-Americans nation-
wide;

Whereas the relationships of Jack Johnson
with White women compounded the resent-
ment felt toward him by many Whites;

Whereas between 1901 and 1910, 754 African-
Americans were lynched, some for simply for
being ‘‘too familiar’’ with White women;

Whereas in 1910, Congress passed the Act of
June 25, 1910 (commonly known as the
“White Slave Traffic Act” or the ‘“Mann
Act”) (18 U.S.C. 2421 et seq.), which outlawed
the transportation of women in interstate or
foreign commerce ‘‘for the purpose of pros-
titution or debauchery, or for any other im-
moral purpose’’;

Whereas in October 1912, Jack Johnson be-
came involved with a White woman whose
mother disapproved of their relationship and
sought action from the Department of Jus-
tice, claiming that Jack Johnson had ab-
ducted her daughter;
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Whereas Jack Johnson was arrested by
Federal marshals on October 18, 1912, for
transporting the woman across State lines
for an ‘“‘immoral purpose’ in violation of the
Mann Act;

Whereas the Mann Act charges against
Jack Johnson were dropped when the woman
refused to cooperate with Federal authori-
ties, and then married Jack Johnson;

Whereas Federal authorities persisted and
summoned a White woman named Belle
Schreiber, who testified that Jack Johnson
had transported her across State lines for
the purpose of ‘‘prostitution and debauch-
ery’’;

Whereas in 1913, Jack Johnson was con-
victed of violating the Mann Act and sen-
tenced to 1 year and 1 day in Federal prison;

Whereas Jack Johnson fled the United
States to Canada and various European and
South American countries;

Whereas Jack Johnson lost the Heavy-
weight Championship title to Jess Willard in
Cuba in 1915;

Whereas Jack Johnson returned to the
United States in July 1920, surrendered to
authorities, and served nearly a year in the
Federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kan-
sas;

Whereas Jack Johnson subsequently
fought in boxing matches, but never regained
the Heavyweight Championship title;

Whereas Jack Johnson served his country
during World War II by encouraging citizens
to buy war bonds and participating in exhi-
bition boxing matches to promote the war
bond cause;

Whereas Jack Johnson died in an auto-
mobile accident in 1946;

Whereas in 1954, Jack Johnson was in-
ducted into the Boxing Hall of Fame: and

Whereas on July 29, 2009, the 111th Con-
gress agreed to Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion 29, which expressed the sense of the
111th Congress that Jack Johnson should re-
ceive a posthumous pardon for his racially
motivated 1913 conviction: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it remains the
sense of Congress that Jack Johnson should
receive a posthumous pardon—

(1) to expunge a racially motivated abuse
of the prosecutorial authority of the Federal
Government from the annals of criminal jus-
tice in the United States; and

(2) in recognition of the athletic and cul-
tural contributions of Jack Johnson to soci-
ety.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, today I
am re-introducing a resolution calling
on the President of the United States
to posthumously pardon the world’s
first African-American heavyweight
boxing champion, John Arthur ‘“Jack”
Johnson.

As you may remember, Representa-
tive PETER KING and I introduced a
similar bipartisan resolution during
the last session of Congress, and it
passed both chambers unanimously. I
was very pleased that two of the reso-
lution’s strongest supporters were the
Senate Majority Leader, my friend
Senator REID, and the Chairman of the
Judiciary Committee, Senator LEAHY.
However, I am disappointed to say that
the President still has not pardoned
Mr. Johnson. Today, I call upon my
Senate colleagues to once again pass
this resolution and send a clear mes-
sage to our President that this unac-
ceptable historical injustice must be
rectified.
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