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Whereas the Russian Federation blocked
the extension of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Mis-
sion to Georgia and the United Nations Ob-
server Mission in Georgia, forcing the mis-
sions to withdraw from South Ossetia and
Abkhazia;

Whereas troops of the Russian Federation
stationed in Abkhazia and South Ossetia
continue to be present without the consent
of the Government of Georgia or a mandate
from the United Nations or other multilat-
eral organizations;

Whereas, at the April 15, 2011, meeting in
Berlin between the foreign ministers of Geor-
gia and NATO, Secretary of State Clinton
stated, “U.S. support for Georgia’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity remains
steadfast. . . . We share Georgian concerns
regarding recent Russian activities that can
negatively affect regional stability.”’;

Whereas, on April 256-26, 2011, Foreign Min-
ister of Russia Sergei Lavrov made a high-
profile visit to Abkhazia and South Ossetia,
which was immediately criticized by the De-
partment of State as ‘‘inconsistent with the
principle of territorial integrity and Geor-
gia’s internationally recognized borders’’;

Whereas the Senate supports United States
efforts to develop a productive relationship
with the Russian Federation in areas of mu-
tual interest, including non-proliferation and
arms control, cooperation concerning the
failure of the Government of Iran to meet its
international obligations with regard to its
nuclear programs, counter-terrorism, Af-
ghanistan, anti-piracy, and economics and
trade; and

Whereas the Senate agrees that these ef-
forts must not compromise longstanding
United States policy or United States sup-
port for its allies and partners worldwide:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms that it is the policy of the
United States to support the sovereignty,
independence, and territorial integrity of
Georgia and the inviolability of its borders,
and to recognize Abkhazia and South Ossetia
as regions of Georgia occupied by the Rus-
sian Federation;

(2) calls upon the Government of Russia to
take steps to fulfill all the terms and condi-
tions of the 2008 ceasefire agreements be-
tween Georgia and Russia, including return-
ing military forces to pre-war positions and
ensuring access to international humani-
tarian aid to all those affected by the con-
flict;

(3) urges the Government of Russia and the
authorities in control in the regions of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia to allow for the full
and dignified return of internally-displaced
persons and international missions to the
territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia;

(4) supports peaceful, constructive engage-
ment and confidence-building measures be-
tween the Government of Georgia and the
authorities in control in South Ossetia and
Abkhazia and encourages additional people-
to-people contacts; and

(5) affirms that finding a peaceful resolu-
tion to the conflict is a key priority for the
United States in the Caucasus region and
that lasting regional stability can only be
achieved through peaceful means and long-
term diplomatic and political dialogue be-
tween all parties.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 176—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED
STATES POSTAL SERVICE

SHOULD ISSUE A SEMIPOSTAL
STAMP TO SUPPORT MEDICAL
RESEARCH RELATING TO ALZ-
HEIMER’S DISEASE

Ms. MIKULSKI submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs:

S. REs. 176

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the United States Postal Service
should, in accordance with section 416 of
title 39, United States Code—

(1) issue a semipostal stamp to support
medical research relating to Alzheimer’s dis-
ease; and

(2) transfer to the National Institutes of
Health for that purpose any amounts becom-
ing available from the sale of such stamp.

Ms. MIKULSKI. I rise today to sub-
mit a resolution urging the United
States Postal Service to issue a
semipostal stamp to help raise money
for Alzheimer’s research. A semipostal
stamp will fund new research while
also raising public awareness about
this devastating disease.

Finding new ways to treat Alz-
heimer’s should be a national priority.
The disease not only harms patients
and their families, it strains our health
care system as well. Every 70 seconds,
someone in America develops Alz-
heimer’s. An estimated 5.4 million
Americans have Alzheimer’s disease,
including one in eight people over 65.
The direct and indirect costs of Alz-
heimer’s and other dementias to Medi-
care, Medicaid and businesses amount
to more than $183 billion each year. By
2050, this disease is likely to affect
more than 11 to 16 million people 65
and older—unless we can find a medical
breakthrough.

As Alzheimer’s Disease is so preva-
lent, almost every American knows
someone with this condition. My father
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. This
was after many physicians said it was
just ‘“‘old age’ stress or depression.
Like all family members with a loved
one with Alzheimer’s, I felt powerless
over my father’s situation as he got
worse.

There are 14.9 million unpaid care-
givers taking care of loved ones with
Alzheimer’s. They are depending on us
to help find the cure for this terrible
disease. No treatment is available to
slow or stop the deterioration of brain
cells in Alzheimer’s disease. The U.S.
Food and Drug Administration has ap-
proved five drugs that temporarily
slow the worsening of symptoms for
about six to 12 months. They are effec-
tive for only about half of the individ-
uals who take them.

However, researchers around the
world are studying numerous treat-
ment strategies that may have the po-
tential to change the course of the dis-
ease. Approximately 75 to 100 experi-
mental therapies aimed at slowing or
stopping the progression of Alzheimer’s
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are in clinical testing in human volun-
teers. We need to keep the fight for a
cure strong and funded.

A semipostal stamp is one way each
of us can help in the fight against Alz-
heimer’s. Proceeds from the stamp’s
sales would help fund Alzheimer’s re-
search at the National Institutes of
Health. By paying more than the nor-
mal postage rate for this stamp, the
public can contribute directly to the
search for a new treatment or even a
cure. I also want to thank Senator
CARDIN for his cosponsorship of the
Alzheimer’s research semipostal stamp
and Representative MARKEY for work-
ing on this important legislation in the
House. I ask my colleagues today to
join me in the fight against Alz-
heimer’s and support this resolution.

SENATE RESOLUTION 177—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 15
THROUGH MAY 21, 2011, AS “NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK”

Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 177

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services are of vital importance
to the health, safety, and well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas the public works infrastructure,
facilities, and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of public works
professionals, including engineers and ad-
ministrators, who represent State and local
governments throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings,
and other structures and facilities that are
vital to the people and communities of the
United States; and

Whereas understanding the role that public
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-
ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and
enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 15 through
May 21, 2011, as ‘‘National Public Works
Week’’;

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve—

(A) the public infrastructure of the United
States; and

(B) the communities that public works pro-
fessionals serve; and

(3) urges individuals and communities
throughout the United States to join with
representatives of the Federal Government
and the American Public Works Association
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed—

(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make
to the United States.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 178—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF MAY 1, 2011, AS
“SILVER STAR SERVICE BANNER
DAY”

Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself and Mr.
BLUNT) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 178

Whereas the Senate has always honored
the sacrifices made by the wounded and ill
members of the Armed Forces;

Whereas the Silver Star Service Banner
has come to represent the members of the
Armed Forces and veterans who were wound-
ed or became ill in combat in the wars
fought by the United States;

Whereas the Silver Star Families of Amer-
ica was formed to help the American people
remember the sacrifices made by the wound-
ed and ill members of the Armed Forces by
designing and manufacturing Silver Star
Service Banners and Silver Star Flags for
that purpose;

Whereas the sole mission of the Silver Star
Families of America is to evoke memories of
the sacrifices of members and veterans of the
Armed Forces on behalf of the United States
through the presence of a Silver Star Service
Banner in a window or a Silver Star Flag fly-
ing;

Whereas the sacrifices of members and vet-
erans of the Armed Forces on behalf of the
United States should never be forgotten; and

Whereas May 1, 2011, is an appropriate date
to designate as ‘“‘Silver Star Service Banner
Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-
ignation of May 1, 2011, as ‘‘Silver Star Serv-
ice Banner Day’’ and calls upon the people of
the United States to observe the day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

——

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 16—AUTHORIZING THE USE
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR
AN EVENT TO CELEBRATE THE
BIRTHDAY OF KING KAMEHA-
MEHA

Mr. AKAKA (for himself and Mr.
INOUYE) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S CON. REs. 16

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
EVENT TO CELEBRATE BIRTHDAY
OF KING KAMEHAMEHA.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used for an event on June 5, 2011, to celebrate
the birthday of King Kamehameha.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the ceremony described in
subsection (a) shall be carried out in accord-
ance with such conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Architect of the Capitol.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the hearing scheduled before the
Senate Committee on Energy and Nat-
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ural Resources for Thursday, May 12,
2011, will now begin at 9 a.m., in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on carbon capture and
sequestration legislation, including S.
699 and S. 757.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Abigail Campbell@energy
.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-

tact Allyson Anderson or Abigail
Campbell.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I

would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Subcommittee on Water and
Power. The hearing will be held on
Thursday, May 19, 2011, at 2:30 p.m., in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The purpose of the hearing will be to
hear testimony on seven items:

S. 201, a bill to clarify the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior
with respect to the C.C. Cragin Dam
and Reservoir, and for other purposes.

S. 333, a bill to reinstate and extend
the deadline for commencement of con-
struction of a hydroelectric project in-
volving the Little Wood River Ranch.

S. 334, a bill to reinstate and extend
the deadline for commencement of con-
struction of a hydroelectric project in-
volving the American Falls Reservoir.

S. 419, the Dry-Redwater Regional
Water Authority System Act of 2011.

S. 499, the Bonneville Unit Clean Hy-
dropower Facilitation Act.

S. 519, the Hoover Power Allocation
Act of 2011.

S. 808, a bill to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to allow for prepayment
of repayment contracts between the
United States and the Uintah Water
Conservancy District, and for other
purposes.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Meagan Gins@energy
.senate.gov

For further information, please con-
tact Tanya Trujillo or Meagan Gins.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on
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Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs

be authorized to meet during the ses-

sion of the Senate on May 10, 2011, at 10

a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled

“Reviewing the Financial Crisis In-

quiry Commission’s Final Report.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on

Energy and Natural Resources be au-

thorized to meet during the session of

the Senate on May 10, 2011, at 10 a.m.,

in room 366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-

fice Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on

Finance be authorized to meet during

the session of the Senate on May 10,

2011, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate

Office Building, to conduct a hearing

entitled ‘‘Perspectives on Deficit Re-

duction: Social Security.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on

Foreign Relations be authorized to

meet during the session of the Senate

on May 10, 2011, at 10 a.m., to hold a

hearing entitled, ‘“‘Steps Needed for a

Successful 2014 Transition in Afghani-

stan.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 10, 2011 at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND
CAPABILITIES
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee
on Emerging Threats and Capabilities
of the Committee on Armed Services
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on May 10, 2011, at

2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE,
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND SUB-
COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MANAGE-
MENT, GOVERNMENT INFORMATION, FEDERAL
SERVICES, AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on

Homeland Security and Governmental

Affairs’ Subcommittee on Oversight of

Government Management, the Federal

Workforce, and the District of Colum-

bia and Subcommittee on Federal Fi-

nancial Management, Government In-
formation, Federal Services, and Inter-
national Security be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
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