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entrepreneur and the alien spouse and chil-
dren of such entrepreneur if the Secretary 
determines, not later than 3 years after the 
date on which such permanent resident sta-
tus was conferred, that— 

‘‘(A) the qualified venture capitalist or 
qualified super angel investor who sponsored 
the entrepreneur failed to meet the invest-
ment requirements under section 
203(b)(6)(A)(i); or 

‘‘(B) the entrepreneur failed to meet the 
job creation, capital investment, or revenue 
generation requirements under section 
203(b)(6)(A)(ii).’’; 

(4) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by inserting ‘‘sponsored entrepreneur,’’ 
after ‘‘alien entrepreneur,’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘alien entrepreneur must’’ 
each place such term appears and inserting 
‘‘entrepreneur shall’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by inserting ‘‘or 

sponsored entrepreneur’’ after ‘‘alien entre-
preneur’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by inserting 
‘‘sponsored entrepreneur,’’ after ‘‘alien en-
trepreneur’’; 

(5) in subsection (d)(1)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘alien’’ and inserting ‘‘alien 
entrepreneur or sponsored entrepreneur, as 
applicable’’; 

(B) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘invested, or 
is actively in the process of investing,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘has invested, is actively in the 
process of investing, or has been sponsored 
by a qualified super angel investor or quali-
fied venture capitalist who has invested,’’; 
and 

(C) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or 203(b)(6), 
as applicable’’ before the period at the end; 
and 

(6) in subsection (f), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(4) The term ‘sponsored entrepreneur’ 
means an alien who obtains the status of an 
alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence under section 203(b)(6).’’. 

(d) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 
STUDY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit a report to Congress on the 
StartUp Visa Program, authorized under sec-
tion 203(b)(6) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by subsection (b). 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report described in 
paragraph (1) shall include information re-
garding— 

(A) the number of immigrant entre-
preneurs who have received a visa under the 
immigrant entrepreneurs program estab-
lished under section 203(b)(6) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, listed by country 
of origin; 

(B) the localities in which such immigrant 
entrepreneurs have initially settled; 

(C) whether such immigrant entrepreneurs 
generally remain in the localities in which 
they initially settle; 

(D) the types of commercial enterprises 
that such immigrant entrepreneurs have es-
tablished; and 

(E) the types and number of jobs created 
by such immigrant entrepreneurs. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO SUSPEND 
THE RULE 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I sub-
mit the following notice in writing: In 
accordance with rule V of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, I hereby give no-

tice in writing that it is my intention 
to move to suspend rule XXII, includ-
ing germaneness requirements, for the 
purpose of proposing and considering 
amendment No. 309 on S. 493 (text of 
the amendment can be found in the 
section denoted ‘‘Text of Amend-
ments’’). 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, May 10, 2011, 
at 10 a.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on new developments 
in upstream oil and gas technologies. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to Abigail 
Campbell@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Allyson Anderson at (202) 224-7143 
or Abigail Campbell at (202) 224–1219. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
May 3, 2011, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
May 3, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 of 
the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on May 3, 
2011, at 10 a.m. in room 366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on May 3, 2011, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building, to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘Is the Distribution 
of Tax Burdens and Tax Benefits Equi-
table?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 3, 2011, at 10 a.m., to 
hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘Afghanistan: 
What is an Acceptable End-State and 
How Do We Get There?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 3, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND 
CAPABILITIES 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and 
Capabilities of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
May 3, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Blake Tice 
Taylor, Emily Wei, and Lynae Gruber 
of my staff be granted floor privileges 
for the duration of today’s proceedings. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MILITARY SPOUSE APPRECIATION 
DAY 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
160. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 160) designating May 

6, 2011, as ‘‘Military Spouse Appreciation 
Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 
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The resolution (S. Res. 160) was 

agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 160 

Whereas the month of May marks ‘‘Na-
tional Military Appreciation Month’’; 

Whereas military spouses provide vital 
support to men and women in the Armed 
Forces and help to make the service of such 
men and women in the Armed Forces pos-
sible; 

Whereas military spouses have been sepa-
rated from loved ones because of deployment 
in support of overseas contingency oper-
ations and other military missions carried 
out by the Armed Forces; 

Whereas the establishment of ‘‘Military 
Spouse Appreciation Day’’ is an appropriate 
way to honor the spouses of members of the 
Armed Forces; and 

Whereas May 6, 2011, would be an appro-
priate date to establish as ‘‘Military Spouse 
Appreciation Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 6, 2011, as ‘‘Military 

Spouse Appreciation Day’’; 
(2) honors and recognizes the contributions 

made by spouses of members of the Armed 
Forces; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe ‘‘Military Spouse Appre-
ciation Day’’ to promote awareness of the 
contributions of spouses of members of the 
Armed Forces and the importance of the role 
of military spouses in the lives of members 
of the Armed Forces and veterans. 

f 

NATIONAL INVENTORS MONTH 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
161. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 161) designating May 

2011 as ‘‘National Inventors Month.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any state-
ments relating to the measure be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 161) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 

S. RES. 161 

Whereas the first United States patent was 
issued in 1790 to Samuel Hopkins of the 
State of Vermont for a process to make bet-
ter fertilizer; 

Whereas American inventors have contrib-
uted to advances in life sciences, technology, 
and manufacturing; 

Whereas the Constitution specifically pro-
vides for the granting of exclusive rights to 
inventors for their discoveries; 

Whereas the United States patent system 
is intended to implement that constitutional 
imperative and incentivize inventions; 

Whereas American inventors benefit from 
an up-to-date and efficient patent system 
and the economy, jobs, and consumers of the 
United States benefit from the inventions; 

Whereas the next great American inven-
tion could be among the 700,000 patent appli-
cations pending as of the date of approval of 
this resolution in the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office; 

Whereas the last changes to the United 
States patent system were made nearly 60 
years ago; 

Whereas an updated patent system will un-
leash innovation and create jobs in the 
United States without adding to the deficit; 

Whereas every May, a new class of inven-
tors is inducted into the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame; 

Whereas in the 112th Congress, a bill was 
introduced in the House of Representatives 
entitled the ‘‘America Invents Act’’ (H.R. 
1249) to make reforms to the United States 
patent system; and 

Whereas the Senate on March 8, 2011, 
passed the bill entitled the ‘‘America Invents 
Act’’ (S. 23), which will make the first com-
prehensive reforms to the United States pat-
ent system in nearly 60 years: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates May 
2011, as ‘‘National Inventors Month’’. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I am 
pleased that the Senate has acted 
quickly to pass a resolution desig-
nating May 2011 as National Inventors 
Month. On May 4, the National Inven-
tors Hall of Fame, in partnership with 
the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office, will hold its 39th Annual 
National Inventors Hall of Fame Induc-
tion Ceremony. 

Our Nation’s inventors are the cata-
lyst of our economy. Their inventions, 
when protected by a strong, efficient, 
and balanced patent system lead to 
new products and processes for Amer-
ican consumers and new jobs for Amer-
ican workers. 

Earlier this year, the United States 
Senate passed overwhelmingly the 
America Invents Act, to ensure that 
our Nation’s inventors and innovators 
have a 21st Century patent system that 
speeds high quality patents to market. 
The United States House Committee on 
the Judiciary recently voted to ap-
prove a very similar version of this leg-
islation on a strong bipartisan vote. I 

look forward to working together to 
get the America Invents Act to the 
President’s desk and providing our in-
ventors with the legal landscape they 
need to flourish. 

I appreciate the efforts of Inventors 
Digest Magazine and others who have 
promoted National Inventors Month. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 
2011 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, May 
4; that following the prayer and pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate then proceed to a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business for debate only until 12 p.m., 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each, with the time 
equally divided and controlled between 
the two leaders or their designees, with 
the majority controlling the first 30 
minutes and the Republicans control-
ling the next 30 minutes; further, that 
the filing deadline for all second-degree 
amendments to S. 493 be at 11 a.m.; fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that 
the cloture vote with respect to S. 493 
occur at 12 p.m. on Wednesday. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. REID. Madam President, there 
will be up to two rollcall votes at noon 
tomorrow. The first rollcall vote will 
be on the motion to invoke cloture on 
S. 493, the small business jobs bill. If 
cloture is not invoked on the bill, the 
Senate will immediately proceed to a 
rollcall vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the nomination of John 
McConnell to be a U.S. District Judge 
for the District of Rhode Island. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. REID. Madam President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that it adjourn under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 4:59 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, May 4, 2011, at 10 a.m. 
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