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S. 797 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
797, a bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more 
effective remedies to victims of dis-
crimination in the payment of wages 
on the basis of sex, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 815 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
815, a bill to guarantee that military 
funerals are conducted with dignity 
and respect. 

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. WEBB) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 815, supra. 

S. 821 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
821, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to eliminate dis-
crimination in the immigration laws 
by permitting permanent partners of 
United States citizens and lawful per-
manent residents to obtain lawful per-
manent resident status in the same 
manner as spouses of citizens and law-
ful permanent residents and to penalize 
immigration fraud in connection with 
permanent partnerships. 

S. 829 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 829, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation 
therapy caps. 

S. 863 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO), the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. JOHANNS), the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 863, a bill to 
amend title XVI of the Social Security 
Act to clarify that the value of certain 
funeral and burial arrangements are 
not to be considered available re-
sources under the supplemental secu-
rity income program. 

S. RES. 80 
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) and the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. NELSON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 80, a res-
olution condemning the Government of 
Iran for its state-sponsored persecution 
of its Baha’i minority and its contin-
ued violation of the International Cov-
enants on Human Rights. 

S. RES. 87 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of 

South Dakota, the name of the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. Res. 87, a resolu-
tion designating the year of 2012 as the 
‘‘International Year of Cooperatives’’. 

S. RES. 132 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-

braska, the name of the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. Res. 132, a resolution 
recognizing and honoring the zoos and 
aquariums of the United States. 

S. RES. 133 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 133, a resolution to require that 
new war funding be offset. 

S. RES. 148 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 148, a resolution call-
ing on the President to submit to Con-
gress a detailed description of United 
States policy objectives in Libya, both 
during and after Muammar Qaddafi’s 
rule, and a plan to achieve them, and 
to seek congressional authorization for 
the use of military force against Libya. 

S. RES. 152 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 152, a resolution designating April 
30, 2011, as ‘‘Dia de los Ninos: Cele-
brating Young Americans’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 293 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 293 intended 
to be proposed to S. 493, a bill to reau-
thorize and improve the SBIR and 
STTR programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 299 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 299 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 493, a bill to reauthorize 
and improve the SBIR and STTR pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 
names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI), the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. KIRK) and the Senator from Kan-
sas (Mr. MORAN) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 299 intended to 
be proposed to S. 493, supra. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 158—CON-
GRATULATING THE STUDENTS, 
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND AD-
MINISTRATORS OF CHARTER 
SCHOOLS ACROSS THE UNITED 
STATES FOR ONGOING CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION, AND 
SUPPORTING THE IDEALS AND 
GOALS OF THE 12TH ANNUAL 
NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOLS 
WEEK 
Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr. AL-

EXANDER, Mr. BURR, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. KIRK, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Mr. VITTER) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 158 

Whereas charter schools deliver high-qual-
ity public education and challenge all stu-
dents to reach their potential; 

Whereas charter schools promote innova-
tion and excellence in public education; 

Whereas charter schools provide thousands 
of families with diverse and innovative edu-
cational options for their children; 

Whereas charter schools are public schools 
authorized by a designated public entity 
that— 

(1) respond to the needs of communities, 
families, and students in the United States; 
and 

(2) promote the principles of quality, ac-
countability, choice, and innovation; 

Whereas in exchange for flexibility and au-
tonomy, charter schools are held account-
able by their sponsors for improving student 
achievement and for the financial and other 
operations of the charter schools; 

Whereas 40 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and Guam have passed laws authorizing 
charter schools; 

Whereas in 2011, close to 5,000 charter 
schools are serving more than 1,600,000 chil-
dren; 

Whereas in the past 17 fiscal years, Con-
gress has provided a total of more than 
$2,600,000,000 in financial assistance to the 
charter school movement through grants for 
planning, program design, initial implemen-
tation, replication, expansion, dissemina-
tion, evaluation, and facilities; 

Whereas numerous charter schools improve 
the achievements of students and stimulate 
improvement in traditional public schools; 

Whereas charter schools are required to 
meet the student achievement account-
ability requirements under the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) in the same manner as 
traditional public schools; 

Whereas charter schools often set higher 
and additional individual goals than the re-
quirements of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 
et seq.) to ensure that charter schools are of 
high quality and truly accountable to the 
public; 

Whereas charter schools— 
(1) give parents the freedom to choose pub-

lic schools; 
(2) routinely measure parental satisfaction 

levels; and 
(3) must prove their ongoing success to 

parents, policymakers, and the communities 
served by the charter schools; 

Whereas more than 50 percent of charter 
schools report having a waiting list, and the 
total number of students on all such waiting 
lists is enough to fill more than 1,100 aver-
age-sized charter schools; 

Whereas the President has called for dou-
bling the Federal support for charter 
schools, including replicating and expanding 
the highest performing charter models to 
meet the dramatic demand created by the 
more than 420,000 children on charter school 
waiting lists; and 

Whereas the 12th annual National Charter 
Schools Week is scheduled to be held May 1, 
through May 7, 2011: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the students, parents, 

teachers, and administrators of charter 
schools across the United States for— 

(A) ongoing contributions to education; 
(B) the impressive strides made in closing 

the persistent academic achievement gap in 
the United States; and 

(C) improving and strengthening the public 
school system in the United States; 

(2) supports the ideals and goals of the 12th 
annual National Charter Schools Week, a 
week-long celebration to be held May 1 
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through May 7, 2011, in communities 
throughout the United States; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to hold appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities during National Char-
ter Schools Week to demonstrate support for 
charter schools. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 14—CALLING FOR AN INDE-
PENDENT INTERNATIONAL IN-
VESTIGATION OF THE APRIL 10, 
2010, PLANE CRASH THAT KILLED 
PRESIDENT OF POLAND LECH 
KACZYNSKI AND 95 OTHER INDI-
VIDUALS 
Mr. BURR submitted the following 

concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. CON. RES. 14 
Whereas, on April 10, 2010, an airplane car-

rying President of Poland Lech Kaczynski 
crashed near Smolensk, Russia, killing ev-
eryone onboard; 

Whereas the individuals onboard the air-
plane included President Lech Kaczynski and 
his wife, Maria Kaczynski, the chief of the 
Polish General Staff, senior Polish military 
officers, the Deputy Foreign Minister of Po-
land, 12 members of the Parliament of Po-
land, the president of the National Bank of 
Poland, senior members of the Polish clergy, 
and relatives of victims of the Katyn mas-
sacre; 

Whereas President Lech Kaczynski and 
passengers were traveling to attend a cere-
mony commemorating the 70th anniversary 
of the Katyn Massacre to honor the 22,000 
Polish officers killed at Katyn by the Soviet 
Secret Police in 1940 when the plane crashed 
just six miles from Katyn; 

Whereas, on April 10, 2010, President of 
Russia Dmitry Medvedev ordered the estab-
lishment of a State Commission headed by 
Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin to 
investigate the circumstances of the dis-
aster; 

Whereas Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 
delegated supervision to Tatyana Anodina, 
Chairwoman of the Interstate Aviation Com-
mittee in Russia, to investigate the cir-
cumstances of the crash; 

Whereas Alexei Morozov was designated as 
head of the Interstate Aviation Committee’s 
technical commission; 

Whereas Edmund Klich, the head of the 
State Commission for Aircraft Accident In-
vestigations in Poland, was put in charge of 
the Polish investigative committee; 

Whereas, on May 19, 2010, the Russian 
Interstate Aviation Committee released pre-
liminary reports that the plane did not suf-
fer from any mechanical failures and ruled 
out a terrorist attack, explosion, or fire; 

Whereas Russian investigators in prelimi-
nary reports stated that the crash was the 
fault of the Polish pilots who did not listen 
to air traffic controllers; 

Whereas Polish investigators released pre-
liminary reports concluding that the crash 
was the fault of the air traffic controllers 
who gave delayed commands to the pilots; 

Whereas only the transcripts of flight re-
corders have been given to Polish investiga-
tors; 

Whereas the black boxes have not been 
handed over to Polish investigators; 

Whereas, on January 12, 2011, the Russian 
Interstate Aviation Committee released its 
final report concluding that pilot error was 
the cause of the crash and dignitaries on the 
plane pressured the pilots to land; 

Whereas the Interstate Aviation Commit-
tee’s final report did not include any infor-

mation regarding actions of Russian air traf-
fic controllers communicating with the 
plane; 

Whereas requests for certain additional in-
formation by Polish investigators have been 
denied; 

Whereas, on January 12, 2011, Tatyana 
Anodina, Chairwoman of the Interstate Avia-
tion Committee, stated that Russia is pre-
pared to provide results of its final report to 
an international investigation or auditors if 
necessary; 

Whereas, on January 13, 2011, Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk of Poland called for inter-
vention by international institutions in the 
event authorities from Poland and Russia 
cannot produce a report that satisfies both 
sides; 

Whereas, according to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation, signed at Chi-
cago December 7, 1944 (also known as the 
‘‘Chicago Convention’’), if one country does 
not agree with an aviation disaster report 
drafted by another country, they may meet 
to reach consensus on the matter; and 

Whereas over 300,000 Poles have signed a 
petition calling for an international inves-
tigation: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress calls 
for an independent international investiga-
tion of the April 10, 2010, plane crash near 
Smolensk, Russia. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARINGS 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 

would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, May 3, 2011, at 
10:00 a.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the proposal for a 
Clean Energy Deployment Administra-
tion as contained in Title I, Subtitle A 
of the American Clean Energy Leader-
ship Act of 2009. (S. 1462 of the 111th 
Congress) 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to Abi-
gaillCampbell@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Mike Carr or Abigail Campbell. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Thursday, May 5, 2011, 
at 9:30 a.m. in room SD–366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on a joint staff Discus-
sion Draft pertaining to cyber security 
of the bulk-power system and electric 
infrastructure and for other purposes. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to 
MeaganlGins@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Kevin Huyler or Meagan Gins. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I wish 
to announce that the Committee on 
Rules and Administration will meet on 
Wednesday, May 4, 2011, at 10:30 a.m., 
to conduct an executive business meet-
ing to consider the nomination of Wil-
liam J. Boarman, of Maryland, to be 
the public printer, followed by a legis-
lative business meeting to consider S. 
Res. 116, to provide for expedited Sen-
ate consideration of certain nomina-
tions subject to advice and consent. 

For further information regarding 
this hearing, please contact Lynden 
Armstrong at the Rules and Adminis-
tration Committee. 

f 

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NOS. 
112–2 AND 112–3 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, as in execu-
tive session, I ask unanimous consent 
that the injunction of secrecy be re-
moved from the following treaties 
transmitted to the Senate on May 2, 
2011, by the President of the United 
States: 

Protocols 1, 2, and 3 to the South Pa-
cific Free Zone Treaty, which is docu-
ment No. 112–2. Protocols I and II, to 
the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone 
Treaty, document No. 112–3. 

I further ask that the treaties be con-
sidered as having been read the first 
time; that they be referred, with ac-
companying papers, to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations and ordered to be 
printed; and that the President’s mes-
sages in regard to both be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The messages of the President are as 
follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice 

and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith Protocols I 
and II to the African Nuclear-Weapon- 
Free Zone Treaty (‘‘the Treaty’’), 
signed on behalf of the United States 
at Cairo, Egypt, on April 11, 1996. I also 
transmit for the information of the 
Senate the Treaty to which these Pro-
tocols relate, a third Protocol to the 
Treaty, and the Department of State’s 
Overview of the Protocols, which in-
cludes a detailed article-by-article 
analysis of both the Protocols and the 
Treaty. 

I am convinced that it is in the best 
interest of the United States to ratify 
Protocols I and II to the Treaty. This 
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