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a word about our long-term debt. I was 
immensely gratified the President took 
a firm position to defend Social Secu-
rity. We who are familiar with the ac-
tual facts know that Social Security 
has never contributed a dime to our 
deficit, never contributed a dime to our 
debt, and that it is solvent for more 
than a quarter century ahead of us. It 
is not an immediate problem, and with 
very small adjustments it can be never 
a problem. 

In States such as Rhode Island and 
New York, and I suspect Arizona as 
well, we have people who count on So-
cial Security. Social Security gives us 
freedom. Social Security gives our sen-
iors freedom from want and freedom 
from fear. It gives them freedom from 
privation and freedom from poverty. It 
gives the younger generation freedom 
to pursue their own dreams, knowing 
their parents will have a dignified old 
age because of Social Security, and 
they can take risks and seek opportu-
nities they would never otherwise be 
able to take if they knew they were the 
only support for their parents in their 
old age, if the only thing that stood be-
tween their parents and penury was 
them. Thankfully, Social Security 
gives that liberty to young people 
across this country, as well as the free-
dom it gives to old people. So I am de-
lighted he took this stand and that So-
cial Security will not be improperly 
thrown under the bus of the important 
debt and deficit reduction work we 
need to do. 

With that, I will yield. I see, again, 
Senator MCCAIN on the Senate floor. 
He is a distinguished Senator and a 
great friend, and I do not want to take 
time from him. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

HONORING THE VICTIMS AND HE-
ROES OF THE SHOOTING ON JAN-
UARY 8, 2011, IN TUCSON, ARI-
ZONA 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 14, which the clerk will 
report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 14) honoring the vic-

tims and heroes of the shooting on January 
8, 2011, in Tucson, Arizona. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Arizona. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, this 
resolution states that we honor the 
victims and heroes of the shooting on 
January 8, 2011, in Tucson, AZ. As we 
all know, and the Nation and the world 
knows, on January 8, a gunman opened 
fire at a ‘‘Congress on Your Corner’’ 
event hosted by Representative 
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS in Tucson, AZ, 
killing 6 and wounding 13 others. 

Among those who lost their lives 
were 9-year-old Christina-Taylor 
Green, Dorothy Morris, Judge John 
Roll, Phyllis Schneck, Dorwan Stod-
dard, and Gabriel Matthew Zimmer-
man. 

Christina-Taylor Green was the 9- 
year-old daughter of John and Roxanna 
Green. She was born on September 11, 
2001. She was a third grader, with an 
avid interest in government, who was 
recently elected to the student council 
at Mesa Verde Elementary School. 

Dorothy Morris was 76 years old. She 
attended the January 8 event with 
George, her husband of over 50 years, 
with whom she had two daughters and 
who was also critically injured as he 
tried to shield her from the shooting. 

John Roll, whom I will talk about 
later on, is a Pennsylvania native who 
was 63 years old. He began his profes-
sional career as a bailiff in 1972. He was 
appointed to the Federal bench in 1991 
and became a chief judge for the Dis-
trict of Arizona in 2006. He was a de-
voted husband to his wife Maureen, fa-
ther to his three sons, and grandfather 
to five grandchildren. He heroically at-
tempted to shield Ron Barber from ad-
ditional gunfire. 

Phyllis Schneck, the proud mother of 
three and grandmother of seven and 
great-grandmother, from New Jersey 
and spending the winter in Arizona, 
was a 79-year-old church volunteer and 
New York Giants fan. 

Dorwan Stoddard, a 76-year-old re-
tired construction worker and volun-
teer at the Mountain Avenue Church of 
Christ, is credited with shielding his 
wife Mavy, a long-time friend whom he 
married while they were in their six-
ties and who was also injured in the 
shooting. 

Gabriel Matthew Zimmerman was 30 
years old, engaged to be married, and 
served as director of community out-
reach to Representative GABRIELLE 
GIFFORDS and was a social worker be-
fore serving with Representative GIF-
FORDS. 

We all know GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
was the target of the attack and was 
critically injured. Overnight, we re-
ceived extremely good news in that her 
condition has been upgraded from crit-
ical to good. That is incredible news 
and is heartening to all of us. 

Thirteen others were also wounded in 
the shooting, including Ron Barber and 
Pamela Simon, who were both staffers 
to Representative GIFFORDS, and sev-
eral individuals, including Patricia 
Maisch, Army COL Bill Badger, retired, 
was also wounded in the shooting. 
Roger Sulzgeber, Joseph Zimudie, Dan-
iel Hernandez, Jr., Anna Ballis and Dr. 
Steven Rayle helped apprehend the 
gunman and assist the injured, thereby 
risking their lives for the safety of oth-
ers. 

Some of the actions that took place 
during this tragedy have been carried 
extensively in the media. The reaction 
of the people of Tucson and in Arizona 
to this tragedy has been incredibly up-
lifting and encouraging to all of us. 

There are so many stories of courage 
and bravery associated with this ac-
tion. The quick reaction of our police 
and other first responders was remark-
able, not to mention the incredible and 
extremely rapid care provided by the 
doctors and nurses and caregivers in 
Tucson. So in this great tragedy that 
has taken place, we can be comforted 
with the knowledge that our citizens 
reacted in the way that Americans do— 
with heroism, with courage, and with 
sacrifice. 

I think it is entirely appropriate that 
this resolution be passed as one of the 
first acts of the new 112th Congress of 
the Senate and House. I wish to thank 
all Americans for their concern, their 
prayers and the sympathy and support 
they have extended not only to the vic-
tims and their families but also to the 
people of Arizona. 

There will be discussion for weeks 
and months ahead as to how it was pos-
sible for this event to take place. I 
don’t pretend to know all the answers. 
It was clearly a deranged individual, an 
individual who perhaps we could argue, 
while I can’t say for certain, his men-
tal illness should have been brought to 
the attention of the proper authorities. 
We do have a law that provides for such 
an action in the State of Arizona. At 
the same time, the question needs to be 
asked: The actions that we now have 
become very aware of, was the possi-
bility of those actions brought to the 
attention of the proper people so they 
could take action? 

The fact is it happened. The fact is 
we who are elected representatives will 
continue to have contact with our con-
stituents. We will do so and not be de-
terred by the actions of this deranged 
individual. We cannot allow the actions 
of a deranged individual to prevent us 
from interacting, in a fundamental 
way, with our constituents. They de-
serve it. I am confident we will be able 
to continue the practice of townhall 
meetings, ‘‘Congress on Your Corner,’’ 
the kinds of activities that are, in 
some ways, not entirely unique to the 
United States of America but certainly 
are not practiced in most parts of the 
world. 

So we are encouraged by the news 
concerning GABRIELLE GIFFORDS and 
we will harbor the hope and pray that 
she will return to her duties in the 
Congress, representing the people of 
southern Arizona. We pray for the fam-
ily of Judge John Roll and those others 
who gave their lives. Senator KYL and 
I attended the various memorial serv-
ices and events surrounding this trag-
edy in Tucson and we come away obvi-
ously with deep sorrow over the event, 
yet at the same time with a great deal 
of pride and appreciation for our fellow 
citizens in Arizona and in Tucson who 
have reacted in a heroic and giving and 
loving and sharing fashion. 

So I guess we will be voting on this 
issue sometime this afternoon, and I 
know other colleagues will be speaking 
on behalf of this resolution. 

(The remarks of Mr. MCCAIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 188 are 
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printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum, with 
the time being charged to both sides. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, what 
is the pending business before the Sen-
ate? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. S. Res. 14. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I 
want to thank Majority Leader REID 
and our colleagues from Arizona, Sen-
ators KYL and MCCAIN, for bringing 
this important resolution to the floor 
of the Senate. It has been over 2 weeks, 
but our shock and sadness over what 
happened on that beautiful Saturday 
morning in Tucson is still very real. 
They were just ordinary Americans, 
engaged in what we might call the dia-
log of democracy, when a gunman 
stepped in and began firing. Within sec-
onds Congresswoman GABRIELLE GIF-
FORDS and a dozen innocent bystanders 
lay injured, and six irreplaceable lives 
were ended. 

Most of us never had the good for-
tune to meet Judge John Roll, Gabe 
Zimmerman, Phyllis Schneck, Dot 
Morris, Dorwan Stoddard, or that beau-
tiful little girl, Christina Green. While 
they shared the Earth with us, we did 
not know them. But we have come to 
know them in the last 2 weeks. They 
were good and decent people who loved 
their families, tried to help others, and 
believed in the promise of this great 
Nation. 

We mourn their loss. GABBY GIF-
FORDS, our colleague in the House, be-
lieves in the promise of America’s de-
mocracy. She believes in it so passion-
ately that she chose to run for Con-
gress, even though she probably could 
have found a more comfortable and 
even more financially rewarding life. 
She believed in democracy so much 
that she was one of those Members of 
Congress who would hop on an airplane 
and fly across America on a weekly 
basis to be back home in her district in 
Arizona. 

She believed in this country so deep-
ly that she continued to reach out to 
her constituents even after the end of a 
spirited campaign when a lot of Mem-
bers of Congress were trying to find at 
least a few weeks to take it easy before 
they got back into the swing of things. 

She was concerned about her safety. 
But she was dedicated to her job and 
her Nation and certainly the people she 
represented. We are grateful to the doc-
tors and all of the medical profes-

sionals who worked wonders to save 
her life and to heal those who were 
hurt. We are grateful to the first re-
sponders and ordinary citizens who 
acted with such extraordinary courage 
to help the victims, tackle the gun-
man, and prevent an even more dev-
astating loss of life. 

We offer our deepest condolences to 
the heartbroken families and friends of 
those who were lost and all those who 
were wounded in body and spirit by 
this tragedy. We pray that time and 
God in His infinite mercy will bring 
them comfort and peace. 

A few days ago, we were encouraged 
to learn that Congresswoman GIFFORDS 
was moving to a rehab hospital in 
Houston to begin a new phase of her re-
covery. Yesterday her overall medical 
condition was upgraded to ‘‘good,’’ cer-
tainly good news. Soon we need to 
begin the next phase in our national 
discussion of this tragedy, in order to 
lessen the prospects of such violence in 
the future. 

We cannot simply mourn and move 
on. We have to have the courage to face 
this tragedy squarely. It appears this 
terrible carnage was caused by a man 
with a history of mental illness and a 
gun. It is not the first time. In 1981, 
President Ronald Reagan was shot by a 
mentally ill man with a gun. Nearly 4 
years ago, a mentally ill student shot 
and killed 32 people at Virginia Tech. 
On Valentine’s Day 2008, a former stu-
dent with a history of mental insta-
bility walked into the lecture hall at 
Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, 
armed with a shotgun and three hand-
guns. He killed six people including 
himself and injured 21 others. 

In 1998, a man with a serious mental 
illness walked into this building, the 
Capitol, and before it ended he had shot 
and killed two members of the Capitol 
Police force. Some are going to argue 
you cannot stop a disturbed person who 
is intent on committing an act of vio-
lence. To some extent that is certainly 
true. But you can take steps to limit 
the harm that person can cause by 
keeping the deadliest of weapons out of 
that person’s hands. The gunman in 
Tucson used a semiautomatic handgun 
with a high-capacity ammunition clip 
capable of holding over 30 rounds. He 
fired off 31 shots in a matter of seconds 
before he had to reload and was tackled 
by brave citizens. 

If he had had to reload sooner, say, 
after 10 rounds, at least 9 people in 
Tucson would not have been shot. 
High-capacity clips were used to com-
mit mass murder at Virginia Tech, 
Fort Hood in Texas, and in Tucson. 
There is no legitimate sporting or self- 
defense purpose for such high-capacity 
weaponry. Hundreds of homeowners do 
not need to fire 31 rounds in a matter 
of seconds. 

High-capacity clips were once illegal 
under the 1994 Federal assault weapons 
ban signed by President Clinton, sup-
ported by Presidents Reagan, Carter, 
and Ford. But that law expired 7 years 
ago in 2004. 

Even former Vice President Dick 
Cheney, a hunter, and an outspoken 
second amendment rights advocate, 
has said in his words, ‘‘maybe it is ap-
propriate’’ to reinstate the ban on 
high-capacity clips in the wake of the 
Tucson tragedy. 

We also need to plug the holes in the 
Federal background check system to 
make it harder for people with a his-
tory of serious mental illness or sub-
stance abuse from getting guns. This 
man who was charged with the murders 
in Tucson is someone who was rejected 
by our military because of his mental 
condition. He was also told to leave a 
community college because they feared 
that he was a danger to himself and 
others. And yet he could purchase a 
weapon and a high-capacity clip in Ari-
zona, in America. 

No one is proposing to take guns 
away from responsible hunters and 
law-abiding citizens. The Supreme 
Court has made it clear, individuals 
have the right to own guns and I re-
spect that decision. But the Supreme 
Court has also said that the second 
amendment is ‘‘not a right to keep and 
carry any weapon whatsoever, in any 
manner whatsoever, and for whatever 
purpose.’’ 

We ought to be able to agree to keep 
the deadliest weapons out of the hands 
of people who are seriously unstable. 
President Obama gave a very moving 
speech in Tucson about Christina 
Green, the little third grader who had 
just been elected to her student council 
and often wore red, white, and blue in 
honor of her country. 

The President said, ‘‘I want to live up 
to her expectations. I want our democ-
racy to be as good as Christina imag-
ined it. I want America to be as good as 
she imagined it.’’ 

I hope we will put political agendas 
aside and put our heads together so we 
can lessen the chances of another trag-
edy such as Tucson. That would be the 
very best memorial we could build to 
those who lost their lives, and the best 
we could do for America to do our job 
to keep it safe. 

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
FRANKEN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 
rise to give some brief remarks about 
the resolution we are considering 
today. First and foremost, this resolu-
tion condemns, in the strongest pos-
sible terms, the horrific attack that 
took place earlier this month in Tuc-
son, AZ, while my friend and colleague 
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS was giving time 
to her constituents through a ‘‘Con-
gress at Your Corner’’ event, an event 
that many of us in the Congress host 
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for our constituents, for them to come 
speak to us about issues that matter to 
them most. 

During that attack, many lives were 
lost. We express our deepest and heart-
felt condolences to the families and the 
friends and the loved ones who lost 
their loved ones during that attack. 

Each of those who are honored today 
will be remembered for all they gave to 
their communities and all they have 
done, including a great judge, John 
Roll, and community members Doro-
thy Morris, Phyllis Schneck, Dorwan 
Stoddard, and a great public servant, 
Gabriel Matthew Zimmerman. They 
are all in our thoughts and prayers. 

President Obama took the time to 
really talk about one life that was lost 
that affected me most deeply, and that 
was about Christina-Taylor Green, the 
9-year-old girl who went to the ‘‘Con-
gress at Your Corner’’ event to learn 
about public service, to see her Con-
gressman do her job, to hear what she 
had to say. 

That young girl and her life and the 
image President Obama talked about 
in his speech not only in Tucson but in 
his speech last night I thought affected 
all of us because his speech was about 
the hope and the dreams that every 
child in America has for this country, 
for our democracy, the true aspirations 
that Christina had for this govern-
ment, the expectations she had for us. 

I believe last night President Obama 
gave a call to action to all of us about 
who we should be as Americans, what 
this country stands for, why we are all 
public servants, and why we are here to 
do our jobs. I think it is the image and 
the life of Christina that gives us hope 
for the future about what we can be 
and what we can do together, and I 
think that is what last night’s speech 
was most about. 

I want to take a moment to talk 
about my dear friend GABBY, whose 
courage and whose strength has been 
extraordinary and is something that 
not only inspires me but I think in-
spires every one of the young people 
here today and all of us in this country 
because she is surviving and she is de-
termined to overcome this horrific at-
tack against her and our democracy 
and against all of us. Every day she re-
covers is one more day where her 
strength is there as a bright light for 
all of us, as a reminder of what we are 
all capable of and a reminder of what is 
best in each of us. I am going to go 
visit GABBY this weekend and sit with 
her and give her the well wishes and 
the prayers of all of us here. 

Having her seat remain open last 
night was a stark reminder of what can 
be so easily lost, and the importance of 
our presence in that Chamber to do the 
people’s business, that we are there not 
for ourselves, we are not there as 
Democrats or Republicans, but we are 
there as public servants, to do the will 
of the American people, to do our jobs, 
and to represent the people we are sent 
here to represent. 

So I thank GABBY and her extraor-
dinary husband Mark, whose love for 

her truly is pulling her every day 
across the finish line, for their courage 
and their dedication, and I wish to let 
them know we will continue to pray for 
their recovery, we will continue to 
pray for all those who were injured and 
are recovering, and we pray for all the 
families who have lost their loved ones. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the debate time on the reso-
lution be extended to 2:30 p.m., that all 
provisions of the previous order remain 
in effect, and that the vote on adoption 
of the resolution occur at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that all 
quorum calls during the remainder of 
the debate on S. Res. 14 be charged 
equally to each side. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, yesterday I 
spoke to the events of January 8 in 
Tucson, AZ, specifically referencing 
the people we are honoring by the reso-
lution that is before us today. At 2:30 
this afternoon, we will have an oppor-
tunity to act as a body, Democrats and 
Republicans from all parts of our coun-
try, to recognize the people who were 
injured, the families of those who were 
killed, and, of course, the heroes of the 
tragic Tucson shooting. 

On that morning of January 8, Rep-
resentative GABRIELLE GIFFORDS ar-
rived at a Tucson Safeway store for her 
‘‘Congress on Your Corner’’ event. She 
was there to meet with constituents, 
which is something she enjoyed doing 
very much. This was the first such 
event of the year. She had hosted oth-
ers previously. 

She was joined by members of her 
staff. Among them were Pam Simon, 
Ron Barber, Gabriel Zimmerman, and 
Daniel Hernandez, an intern. They 
stood alongside as Congresswoman GIF-
FORDS greeted her constituents who 
had lined up to speak with her. One of 
those individuals was Judge John Roll, 
chief judge of the U.S. District Court of 
Arizona, a personal friend of mine. 
Like most mornings, he had attended 
mass. Then he decided to stop by the 
Safeway to thank the Congresswoman 
for her assistance in dealing with the 
court’s overwhelming caseload. Also 
attending the event was 9-year-old 
Christina-Taylor Green, who, like Con-
gresswoman GIFFORDS, had recently 
won elected office. This third grader 
had recently been elected to the stu-
dent council by Mesa Verde Elemen-
tary School. Dorothy Morris and her 
husband George, a retired marine, were 

attending the event together. And 
Phyllis Schneck, a great grandmother 
who spent the winters in Tucson but 
was actually from New Jersey, was 
there as well, as were Dorwan and 
Mavy Stoddard. As all of these people 
were waiting to speak to Congress-
woman GIFFORDS, a gunman ap-
proached and shot the Congresswoman 
in the head, then turning his gun on 
the others in line. Gabriel Zimmerman, 
Judge Roll, Christina-Taylor Green, 
Dorothy Morris, Phyllis Schneck, and 
Dorwan Stoddard were all killed. 
George Morris, Mavy Stoddard, Pamela 
Simon, Ron Barber, and the Congress-
woman were injured, along with eight 
others. 

Those who were killed had much 
more to offer in their lives. 

Gabe, the Congresswoman’s director 
of community outreach, was only 30 
years old. He was engaged to be mar-
ried. According to news reports, he was 
killed while rushing to assist others. 
He worked closely with my Tucson 
staff. 

Judge Roll was not only a very dis-
tinguished and respected jurist but was 
known most of all in the Tucson com-
munity for his kindness and courtesy. 
He was killed as he tried to protect 
Ron Barber, who had been shot just 
moments before. 

Christina-Taylor Green, as I men-
tioned, was only 9 years old, a third 
grader. 

Dorothy Morris was married for 50 
years to George, and he was injured 
trying to protect his wife. The couple 
has two daughters. I met one of them 
when I visited with George in the facil-
ity in which he is recuperating, where 
I was last Friday. 

Phyllis, like others in this group, was 
a volunteer at her church. She was also 
known for her cooking. 

Dorwan Stoddard I mentioned was 
also a church volunteer, and he, too, 
was shot as he dove to the ground to 
cover his wife, who escaped with 
wounds to her legs. I had an oppor-
tunity to visit with her again Friday as 
well. 

As we know, the gunman was pre-
pared to take more lives. His plans for 
more bloodshed were thwarted by brave 
and selfless citizens. Their stories have 
been documented in the media in the 
past few weeks, but a few of their he-
roic acts are worth recounting here. 

After a bullet grazed his head and 
took him to the ground, Bill Badger, a 
74-year-old retired Army colonel—and 
in good shape, I might add—got up and 
he helped hold the gunman down until 
the police arrived. 

Anna Ballis was shopping that morn-
ing at Safeway. She was leaving the 
store when the shooting began. Accord-
ing to reports, she rushed to the aid of 
Barber after a bullet hit an artery in 
his leg. Anna is the mother of two U.S. 
marines who have been deployed to 
Iraq and Afghanistan multiple times. I 
mentioned yesterday visiting Ron Bar-
ber in the hospital, holding Anna’s 
hand, repeating over and over again 
how she had saved his life. 
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Such multiple acts of bravery and 

kindness. 
Daniel Hernandez was in the gallery 

at the State of the Union speech last 
night. He is a 21-year-old intern for 
Congresswoman GIFFORDS. He rushed 
to her aid right after the incident. He 
had some training in first aid and ap-
plied pressure to her wounds, which 
prevented her from bleeding more than 
she did. He stayed with her even after 
emergency service personnel arrived. 

Sixty-one-year-old Patricia Maisch 
grabbed the magazine of additional am-
munition the gunman was hoping to re-
load in his weapon and then adminis-
tered first aid to a shooting victim. 

Steve Rayle, a doctor and former 
emergency room physician, helped sub-
due the gunman until law enforcement 
arrived, and then he, too, helped to 
care for the injured. 

As the gunman was trying to reload 
his weapon, Roger Salzgeber wrestled 
him down from behind. 

Joseph Zamudio ran toward the scene 
from a nearby store when he heard the 
shots being fired and helped subdue the 
gunman again until law enforcement 
officers arrived. 

We are obviously grateful for these 
acts of bravery. We are proud of the 
people I have mentioned but also all of 
the emergency workers who quickly ar-
rived on the scene and provided life-
saving aid and comfort to the injured 
in the very crucial moments following 
the attack. 

I must mention also the incredible 
team of professionals, the surgeons and 
other highly skilled personnel at Uni-
versity Medical Center. We are proud 
of that facility in southern Arizona, 
and they certainly showed their com-
petence in dealing with all of the 
wounded and some who died. 

It has now been more than 2 weeks 
since the tragedy, and the families who 
lost loved ones are obviously still 
grieving. We all pray that they find 
comfort in the days ahead, and we hope 
and pray that the wounded will soon 
make full recoveries. In recent days, 
we have received some good news in 
that regard as those who were wounded 
are beginning to recover and leave the 
hospital. Our friend and colleague 
GABBY GIFFORDS, although she remains 
in serious condition, we are heartened 
to hear positive reports from her doc-
tors, and we wish her the very best as 
she begins a new phase of her recovery 
in Houston. 

The tragedy in Tucson was a shock to 
us all. It is difficult to comprehend 
that such horror could be visited upon 
such fine individuals and their fami-
lies. In some respects, however, we see 
once again how it has brought out the 
best in good people. 

In honor of the victims and the he-
roes of this tragic event, Senator 
MCCAIN and I ask our colleagues in the 
Senate to pass S. Res. 14. We can do lit-
tle to bring solace to those who lost 
loved ones, but we can affirm that this 
body is united in its grief for the fallen, 
its admiration for the heroes, and pray-
ers for the injured. 

Mr. President, I note the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico). The clerk will 
call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CARDIN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-

publican leader is recognized. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

first, I would like to express my strong 
support for the resolution on the floor 
honoring the victims and the heroes of 
the Tucson shooting, and I thank Sen-
ators KYL and MCCAIN for submitting 
it. 

Let me take this opportunity to ex-
press once again my sympathy to the 
families of those who lost their lives 
that morning and to join with all those 
who are persevering in prayer for the 
injured, including Congresswoman GIF-
FORDS, whose condition, thankfully, 
still appears to be improving day by 
day. 

We will never forget the heroism of 
those who sacrificed their own safety 
that morning in Tucson for the good of 
those around them nor the dedication 
of those who attended to the wounded 
immediately after the shooting both at 
the scene and in the hospital rooms in 
the days that followed. 

We thank all of them for giving us, in 
the midst of this horrific event, some 
reason for hope and a powerful example 
of service to follow. 

It is my hope that today’s resolution 
will help in some way to preserve the 
memory of the dead, the injured, and 
the heroes of Tucson. 

Hopefully, out of this terrible na-
tional tragedy the rest of us can draw 
strength and inspiration, grow in con-
cern for those around us, and deepen 
our sense of purpose about the work we 
do here every day. 

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 
Mr. President, for 2 years I have in-

sisted again and again that the two 
parties can and should work together 
on legislation that would spur the 
economy, create an environment for 
good private sector jobs, and put our 
Nation on a stronger footing for the fu-
ture. Last night, the President did the 
same. So this afternoon I would like to 
accept the President’s offer to work to-
gether just as I did after last year’s 
State of the Union. 

I agree with the President that we 
can and should work together to in-
crease, without Federal mandates, pro-
duction of more domestic sources of 
energy, including nuclear, clean coal, 
and natural gas; on strengthening and 
protecting our borders and enforcing 
immigration laws; on increasing U.S. 
exports by completing free-trade agree-
ments with South Korea but also Pan-
ama and Colombia; on medical liability 

reform to rein in frivolous lawsuits; on 
finding a bipartisan solution to 
strengthen Social Security for future 
generations of Americans; on finishing 
the job in Iraq and Afghanistan; and on 
simplifying the individual Tax Code 
and reducing our corporate tax rates, 
which are making it harder and harder 
for U.S. companies to compete around 
the world. 

Working together in all these areas 
would help the economy by encour-
aging the creation of private sector 
jobs, improving security, and helping 
us keep our commitments to our chil-
dren and our parents. I take the Presi-
dent at his word when he says he is 
eager to cooperate with us on doing all 
of it. 

But achieving each of these things 
should be an end unto itself. It cannot 
be contingent on some cynical bargain 
whereby one party agrees to secure the 
border as long as the other party 
agrees to amnesty for illegal immi-
grants; where one side agrees to in-
crease domestic energy exploration as 
long as the other side agrees to cripple 
the economy with higher fuel prices; 
where one side agrees to fight terror as 
long as the other side agrees to artifi-
cial timelines and preordained with-
drawal dates—in other words, a bargain 
whereby the party offering to work to-
gether has no real intention of working 
together at all. And too often that has 
been the approach this President and 
his party have taken over the last 2 
years. 

Take health care. For more than a 
year, we offered to work with the 
White House and Democrats on a bill 
that would incorporate the best think-
ing on both sides. They refused every 
step of the way. In the end, they got 
the bill they wanted: a massive govern-
ment-driven system that creates an un-
knowable number of new bureaucratic 
entities and two massive new govern-
ment entitlements, which is already 
leading people to lose the care they 
like, which nearly two-thirds of U.S. 
doctors surveyed predict will lead to 
worse care, and which is causing al-
ready struggling businesses to struggle 
even more with a mountain—a moun-
tain—of new mandates and fees. It is 
only after this disastrous bill has be-
come law that the President says he is 
now interested in making it better, 
even as he belittles the legitimate con-
cerns so many Americans continue to 
have about it. 

He has taken the same approach to 
spending and debt. Two years ago, the 
President came to Congress and told 
the country we needed to invest in the 
future through a trillion-dollar stim-
ulus that was supposed to be a model of 
transparency and efficiency. Within a 
year, this bill, which was sold to us as 
the answer to our Nation’s economic 
woes, had become a national punch 
line, a tragic waste of money. And 2 
years after that investment in our fu-
ture was signed into law, what do we 
have? Nearly $3.5 trillion more in debt 
and nearly 3 million more Americans 
out of work. 
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These out-of-work Americans do not 

want to sit around and wait for the 
Democratic vision of the future to ap-
pear, compliments of the experts in 
Washington. They are not particularly 
moved by someone’s vision of what 
America could look like 40 years from 
now if only they hand over more of 
their paychecks or more of their free-
doms now. They want a job. They want 
Washington to stop trying to help 
them and let them help themselves. 

So the President talks a good game, 
but call us skeptical, because when all 
of the applause is over and the speeches 
are through, the debt is higher, more 
and more wasteful spending and job- 
stifling regulations come to light, and 
millions of Americans are still asking 
the same simple, persistent question: 
Mr. President, where are the jobs? 

The President made some good sug-
gestions on areas where we could work 
together, and we stand ready to do so, 
just as we have in the past. But we 
have now seen enough to know that 
what the President says and what the 
President does are two very different 
things. He has called for investments 
in energy before and we got the stim-
ulus. He called for working with us on 
trade. We are still waiting. He said be-
fore we need to get serious about the 
debt, even as it reached dizzying new 
heights as a result of his policies. He 
speaks like one who recognizes that 
spending is out of control, and yet his 
response is to propose that we lock in 
spending levels we already know are 
completely unsustainable. This isn’t 
progress. This is an admission of de-
feat. Americans don’t want a spending 
freeze at unsustainable levels. They 
want cuts—dramatic cuts—and I hope 
the President will work with us on 
achieving them soon. 

To put it simply, the President still 
sounds as though he is trying to have it 
both ways. His tone may be changing, 
but based on past performance we will 
remain skeptical until we see actual 
results. Republicans have pledged to 
the voters that we will do everything 
we can to cut wasteful government 
spending, work to lower the debt, get 
government out of the way of economic 
growth, and to work to repeal the 
health care bill, even as we replace 
that health care bill with the kind of 
commonsense reforms people actually 
want. The President has shown he is 
willing to talk about some of these 
things. Let’s hope he surprises us by 
showing a new willingness to do more 
than that—to actually work with us on 
achieving real results. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I sug-

gest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding that all time has been used 
under the order that is now before the 
Senate. If it has not, let’s pretend it 
has and let’s start the vote now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, the order for the vote will be 
changed to 2:25. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be. 
The question is on agreeing to the 

resolution. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from West Virginia 
(Mr. ROCKEFELLER), and the Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. WEBB) are nec-
essarily absent. 

I further announce that, if present 
and voting, the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), 
and the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WEBB) would each vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 97, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 1 Leg.] 

YEAS—97 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Ayotte 
Barrasso 
Baucus 
Begich 
Bennet 
Bingaman 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Boxer 
Brown (MA) 
Brown (OH) 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Collins 
Conrad 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Crapo 
DeMint 
Durbin 
Ensign 
Enzi 

Franken 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Hoeven 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (WI) 
Kerry 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Lee 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lugar 
Manchin 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 

Mikulski 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (NE) 
Nelson (FL) 
Paul 
Portman 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Snowe 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Feinstein Rockefeller Webb 

The resolution (S. Res. 14) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 14 

Whereas on January 8, 2011, a gunman 
opened fire at a ‘‘Congress on your Corner’’ 
event hosted by Representative Gabrielle 
Giffords in Tucson, Arizona, killing 6 and 
wounding 13 others; 

Whereas Christina-Taylor Green, Dorothy 
Morris, John Roll, Phyllis Schneck, Dorwan 

Stoddard, and Gabriel Matthew Zimmerman 
lost their lives in this attack; 

Whereas Christina-Taylor Green, the 9- 
year-old daughter of John and Roxanna 
Green, was born on September 11, 2001, and 
was a third grader with an avid interest in 
government who was recently elected to the 
student council at Mesa Verde Elementary 
School; 

Whereas Dorothy Morris, who was 76 years 
old, attended the January 8 event with 
George, her husband of over 50 years with 
whom she had 2 daughters, and who was also 
critically injured as he tried to shield her 
from the shooting; 

Whereas John Roll, a Pennsylvania native 
who was 63 years old, began his professional 
career as a bailiff in 1972, was appointed to 
the Federal bench in 1991, and became chief 
judge for the District of Arizona in 2006, was 
a devoted husband to his wife Maureen, fa-
ther to his 3 sons, and grandfather to his 5 
grandchildren, and heroically attempted to 
shield Ron Barber from additional gunfire; 

Whereas Phyllis Schneck, a proud mother 
of 3, grandmother of 7, and great-grand-
mother from New Jersey, was spending the 
winter in Arizona, and was a 79-year-old 
church volunteer and New York Giants fan; 

Whereas Dorwan Stoddard, a 76-year-old 
retired construction worker and volunteer at 
the Mountain Avenue Church of Christ, is 
credited with shielding his wife Mavy, a 
longtime friend whom he married while they 
were in their 60s, who was also injured in the 
shooting; 

Whereas Gabriel Matthew Zimmerman, 
who was 30 years old and engaged to be mar-
ried, served as Director of Community Out-
reach to Representative Gabrielle Giffords, 
and was a social worker before serving with 
Representative Giffords; 

Whereas Representative Gabrielle Giffords 
was a target of this attack, and was criti-
cally injured; 

Whereas 13 others were also wounded in 
the shooting, including Ron Barber and Pam-
ela Simon, both staffers to Representative 
Giffords; and 

Whereas several individuals, including Pa-
tricia Maisch, Army Col. Bill Badger (Re-
tired), who was also wounded in the shoot-
ing, Roger Salzgeber, Joseph Zamudio, Dan-
iel Hernandez, Jr., Anna Ballis, and Dr. Ste-
ven Rayle helped apprehend the gunman and 
assist the injured, thereby risking their lives 
for the safety of others, and should be com-
mended for their bravery: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns in the strongest possible 

terms the horrific attack which occurred at 
the ‘‘Congress on your Corner’’ event hosted 
by Representative Gabrielle Giffords in Tuc-
son, Arizona, on January 8, 2011; 

(2) offers its heartfelt condolences to the 
families, friends, and loved ones of those who 
were killed in that attack; 

(3) expresses its hope for the rapid and 
complete recovery of those wounded in the 
shooting; 

(4) honors the memory of Christina-Taylor 
Green, Dorothy Morris, John Roll, Phyllis 
Schneck, Dorwan Stoddard, and Gabriel Mat-
thew Zimmerman; 

(5) applauds the bravery and quick think-
ing exhibited by those individuals who pre-
vented the gunman from potentially taking 
more lives and helped to save those who had 
been wounded; 

(6) recognizes the service of the first re-
sponders who raced to the scene and the 
health care professionals who tended to the 
victims once they reached the hospital, 
whose service and skill saved lives; 

(7) reaffirms the bedrock principle of 
American democracy and representative gov-
ernment, which is memorialized in the First 
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Amendment of the Constitution and which 
Representative Gabrielle Giffords herself 
read in the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives on January 6, 2011, of ‘‘the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of griev-
ances’’; 

(8) stands firm in its belief in a democracy 
in which all can participate and in which in-
timidation and threats of violence cannot si-
lence the voices of any American; 

(9) honors the service and leadership of 
Representative Gabrielle Giffords, a distin-
guished member of the House of Representa-
tives, as she courageously fights to recover; 
and 

(10) when adjourning today, shall do so out 
of respect to the victims of this attack. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BEGICH). The motion to reconsider is 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. DURBIN. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume morning business. 

f 

PASSING OF ANTHONY AND 
NICOLE RIGGAN 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, today I 
come to the floor to honor CPT Martin 
Anthony Riggan, Jr., and his wife Ni-
cole Riggan. Their journey on this 
Earth was cut short but it was one 
filled with honor, purpose, and distinc-
tion. 

Anthony was one of those individuals 
whom everyone knew would grow up to 
be exceptional, and he did. I have 
known him since he was a small child. 
We went to church together. I think it 
was in maybe the seventh grade when 
he approached me the first time about 
going to the U.S. Air Force Academy. I 
have followed his path since he grad-
uated from Pulaski Academy High 
School in Little Rock in 2003, where he 
served as class president, Honor Coun-
cil president, and was a representative 
on the Varsity Football Leadership 
Council. During this time, Anthony re-
ceived numerous awards for his char-
acter, service to others, and hard work. 

Then he fulfilled his lifelong dream 
to attend the United States Air Force 
Academy where he continued to receive 
accolades for performance and leader-
ship. As a member of the Board of Visi-
tors at the Air Force Academy, I was 
able to visit the academy from time to 
time. I enjoyed seeing the facilities and 
visiting with the brass, but honestly I 
most enjoyed getting to visit with An-
thony in Colorado. During these times, 
he reminded me about the true defini-
tion of selfless service. 

In his senior year, Anthony was se-
lected to be Group 1 Commander for 

the Cadet Wing, overseeing 1,200 cadets 
and their activities. He was also named 
cadet colonel, the highest rank possible 
for a cadet at the academy. He shared 
with me how excited he was to be grad-
uating and how proud he was to serve 
our Nation in our military. I was proud 
of all he was achieving and he was cer-
tainly representing Arkansas well. 

Following graduation, Anthony 
began undergraduate pilot training in 
Columbus, MS, flying the T–6 Texan, 
the T–38 Talon and the B–1B Lancer 
Strategic Bomber. He received the Top 
Gun Award for Formation Flying and 
was presented with the Leadership 
Award by the local Air Force associa-
tion. Classified as ‘‘exceptionally quali-
fied’’ to pilot the B–1, Anthony was 
scheduled to deploy this month to 
Qatar. 

In life, Anthony’s favorite copilot 
was his wife Nicole. She shared his 
strong faith and purpose. After grad-
uating from Colorado’s Lewis-Palmer 
High School as valedictorian, Nicole 
participated in Serteen, a volunteer 
program for teens and in mission trips 
to Peru and Guatemala. 

She went on to study theater edu-
cation at the University of Northern 
Colorado, graduating magna cum 
laude. She pursued her theater career 
and continued leadership roles in Bible 
studies and youth groups. During this 
time, many of Anthony and Nicole’s 
friends and families found guidance 
through the devotionals they regularly 
sent. 

Today we continue to find encourage-
ment and inspiration through the self-
less lives they lived. I will miss my 
friend Anthony and his lovely wife Ni-
cole, and I look forward to the day 
when I see them again. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
Mr. President, I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

A CAN-DO AMERICA 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, whenever a Senator, such as Sen-
ator PRYOR from Arkansas, has to an-
nounce to the Senate the loss of a near 
personal friend, especially one he has 
been friends with, and with their par-
ents, for years, it is always a tremen-
dous loss. 

We are coming up in a couple of days 
on the 25th anniversary of another 
great loss in this country, when the 
Space Shuttle Challenger exploded be-
fore our eyes on our television screens 
on January, 28, 1986. It was such a 
shock to the Nation, and it hit deep in 
our psyche because the symbol of 
America’s technological prowess was 
the space shuttle in the early infancy 

of the program. The Challenger was 
only the 25th flight of the space shuttle 
that the Nation witnessed. In that 
rerun over and over of the close-up 
view of those solid rocket boosters 
going off in different directions 10 
miles high in the Florida sky, the Na-
tion witnessed that extraordinary loss. 

I will never forget the memorial serv-
ice in Houston at the Johnson Space 
Center, when the President of the 
United States—as sometimes happens 
in times of grief—became not the 
President of the United States, not the 
Commander in Chief, but the comforter 
in chief. And that was again vividly il-
lustrated a few weeks ago as President 
Obama delivered that ringing and high-
ly emotional speech in Tucson, AZ. So 
25 years ago, as all the crews gathered 
there at the Johnson Space Center, 
President Reagan touched the Nation 
as the comforter in chief and pointed 
out that despite that tragedy, those 
brave souls were doing what America 
has in our genes. By nature, we are ex-
plorers and adventurers, and we don’t 
ever give that up. Otherwise, we be-
come a second-rate Nation. 

Look at the history of America as ex-
plorers. Remember the criticism we 
read about in our history books con-
cerning President Thomas Jefferson 
when he wanted to spend a paltry cou-
ple of thousand dollars on an expedi-
tion called the Lewis and Clark expedi-
tion, to see if they could find the pas-
sage to the Pacific coast. As a result of 
that mission, from which miraculously 
they returned and most of them were 
alive, they brought back all the arti-
facts of what this broad land con-
tained. 

Remember when Tom Hanks played 
Jim Lovell in ‘‘Apollo 13.’’ ‘‘Apollo 13’’ 
was one of the most successful Amer-
ican space ventures not because they 
didn’t land on the Moon, because they 
couldn’t. Most of the spacecraft on the 
way to the Moon blew up. We thought 
we had three dead astronauts who were 
going to drift in space until they ran 
out of consumables. And it was that in-
credible story about how all of Amer-
ica’s aerospace expertise resided with 
the astronaut who had stayed behind. 
He had been training, but he was ex-
posed to the measles and so he was re-
placed. So then he was there, with all 
that knowledge and training for the 
mission and he could go into the simu-
lator and they were able to simulate in 
real time how they were going to con-
vert that motor of the lunar lander to 
get the space ship kicked out of lunar 
orbit and back on a trajectory to 
Earth. And remember after they got 
back—as Tom Hanks is playing Jim 
Lovell, the commander, in the movie— 
someone in the audience asks the com-
mander of the now safely returned crew 
of Apollo 13: Well, is there really the 
money to continue to explore space? 
And Lovell’s answer is: What would it 
have been like if Columbus had re-
turned from America and they never 
went back to follow in his footsteps as 
an explorer? 
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