)
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Whereas the Department of Justice reports
that more than 200,000 people in the United
States are sexually assaulted each year;

Whereas 1 in 6 women and 1 in 33 men have
been victims of rape or attempted rape;

Whereas the Department of Defense re-
ceived 2,908 reports of sexual assault involv-
ing members of the Armed Forces in fiscal
year 2008, representing an 8 percent increase
from fiscal year 2007;

Whereas children and young adults are
most at risk of sexual assault, as 44 percent
of sexual assault victims are under 18 years
of age, and 80 percent are under the 30 years
of age;

Whereas sexual assault affects women,
men, and children of all racial, social, reli-
gious, age, ethnic, and economic groups in
the United States;

Whereas women, children, and men suffer
multiple types of sexual violence, including
acquaintance, stranger, spousal, and gang
rape, incest, child sexual molestation, forced
prostitution, trafficking, forced pornog-
raphy, ritual abuse, sexual harassment, and
stalking;

Whereas it is estimated that the percent-
age of completed or attempted rape victim-
ization among women in institutions of high-
er education is between 20 and 25 percent
over the course of a college career;

Whereas, in addition to the immediate
physical and emotional costs, sexual assault
has associated consequences that may in-
clude post-traumatic stress disorder, sub-
stance abuse, major depression, homeless-
ness, eating disorders, and suicide;

Whereas only 41 percent of sexual assault
victims pursue prosecution by reporting
their attack to law enforcement agencies;

Whereas %5 of sexual crimes are committed
by persons who are not strangers to the vic-
tims;

Whereas sexual assault survivors suffer
emotional scars long after the physical scars
have healed;

Whereas, because of advances in DNA tech-
nology, law enforcement agencies have the
potential to identify the rapists in tens of
thousands of unsolved rape cases;

Whereas aggressive prosecution can lead to
the incarceration of rapists and therefore
prevent those individuals from committing
further crimes;

Whereas national, State, territory, and
tribal coalitions, community-based rape cri-
sis centers, and other organizations across
the United States are committed to increas-
ing public awareness of sexual violence and
its prevalence, and to eliminating sexual vio-
lence through prevention and education;

Whereas important partnerships have been
formed among criminal and juvenile justice
agencies, health professionals, public health
workers, educators, first responders, and vic-
tim service providers;

Whereas free, confidential help is available
to all survivors of sexual assault through the
National Sexual Assault Hotline, more than
1,000 rape crisis centers across the United
States, and other organizations that provide
services to assist survivors of sexual assault;

Whereas in 2011, the Department of Defense
and the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Net-
work (RAINN) launched the DoD Safe
Helpline, which provides live, one-on-one
help to members of the United States Armed
Forces who have been sexually assaulted;

Whereas the DoD Safe Helpline provides
live help to active duty personnel and other
members of the DoD community worldwide
by phone (877-995-5247) and online at
SafeHelpline.org, as well as installation-
based referrals via texting;

Whereas, according to a 2010 survey of rape
crisis centers by the National Alliance to
End Sexual Violence, 72 percent of programs
have experienced a reduction in funding over
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2009 levels, 56 percent have experienced a re-
duction in staffing, 23 percent have a waiting
list for services, and funding and staffing
cuts have resulted in an overall 50 percent
reduction in the provision of institutional
advocacy services;

Whereas individual and collective efforts
reflect the dream of the people of the United
States for a nation where individuals and or-
ganizations actively work to prevent all
forms of sexual violence and no sexual as-
sault victim goes unserved or ever feels that
there is no path to justice; and

Whereas April is recognized as ‘‘National
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) National Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month provides a special oppor-
tunity to educate the people of the United
States about sexual violence and to encour-
age the prevention of sexual assault, the im-
proved treatment of survivors of sexual as-
sault, and the prosecution of perpetrators of
sexual assault;

(B) it is appropriate to properly acknowl-
edge the more than 20,000,000 men and
women who have survived sexual assault in
the United States and salute the efforts of
survivors, volunteers, and professionals who
combat sexual assault;

(C) national and community organizations
and private sector supporters should be rec-
ognized and applauded for their work in pro-
moting awareness about sexual assault, pro-
viding information and treatment to sur-
vivors of sexual assault, and increasing the
number of successful prosecutions of per-
petrators of sexual assault; and

(D) public safety, law enforcement, and
health professionals should be recognized
and applauded for their hard work and inno-
vative strategies to increase the percentage
of sexual assault cases that result in the
prosecution and incarceration of the offend-
ers;

(2) the Senate strongly recommends that
national and community organizations, busi-
nesses in the private sector, institutions of
higher education, and the media promote,
through National Sexual Assault Awareness
and Prevention Month, awareness of sexual
violence and strategies to decrease the inci-
dence of sexual assault; and

(3) the Senate supports the goals and ideals
of National Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 150—CALL-
ING FOR THE PROTECTION OF

RELIGIOUS MINORITY RIGHTS
AND FREEDOMS IN THE ARAB
WORLD

Mr. INHOFE submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 150

Whereas, on January 25, 2011, in Tahrir
Square, Egyptian protestors found their
voice when they successfully ended the 30-
plus year rule of President Mubarak and
began the work of creating a true democratic
government, a government that supports and
protects inalienable rights and freedoms, in-
cluding the freedom of religion;

Whereas the fervor and spirit of these revo-
lutions have taken wing in other Arab na-
tions such as Tunisia, Libya, and Syria;

Whereas, reminiscent of the 1968 ‘‘Prague
Spring’’ in the former Czechoslovakia, many
have called this revolutionary period an
‘““‘Arab Spring”’, where ordinary citizens have
taken to the streets demanding an end to

S2543

corruption, political cronyism, and govern-
ment repression;

Whereas, in the midst of newly acquired
freedoms, including those of speech, press,
and assembly, it is extremely important that
religious minorities in these countries be
protected from violence and guaranteed the
freedom to practice their religion and to ex-
press religious thought;

Whereas Article 18 of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights recognizes that
“[e]lveryone has the right to freedom of
thought, conscience, and religion; this right
includes freedom to change his religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in com-
munity with others and in public or private,
to manifest his religion or belief in teaching,
practice, worship, and observance’’;

Whereas the freedom to worship by minor-
ity religious communities in Arab nations
has come under repeated and deadly attack
in recent months;

Whereas, on November 1, 2010, the deadliest
ever recorded attack on Iraqi Christians oc-
curred at the Sayidat al-Nejat Catholic Ca-
thedral located in central Baghdad, where
militants stormed the church and detonated
2 suicide vests filled with ball bearings, kill-
ing 58 and wounding 78 parishioners;

Whereas, on January 1, 2011, a suicide
bomber blew himself up in front of the Saint
George and Bishop Peter Church in Cairo,
killing 21 Egyptian Coptic Christians, a
Christian minority group that accounts for 9
percent of Egypt’s population of 80,000,000;

Whereas the freedom to proselytize by mi-
nority religious communities in Arab na-
tions has also come under repeated and dead-
ly attack in recent months through so-called
blasphemy laws that are punishable by
death;

Whereas, on January 4, 2011, Governor
Salman Tasser, who courageously sought to
release Aasia Bibi, a Christian woman and
mother of 5 who was sentenced to death
under Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, was
gunned down by his own security guard be-
cause of his support for reforming the blas-
phemy laws; and

Whereas, on March 2, 2011, Shahbaz Bhatti,
Pakistan’s only Christian cabinet member
and passionate supporter of interfaith toler-
ance and repeal of Pakistan’s blasphemy law,
was assassinated by multiple gunmen, leav-
ing his body and vehicle riddled with 80 bul-
lets and anti-Christian pamphlets strewn
over his body: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes, in this spirit of Arab Spring
revolution, that religious minority freedoms
and rights must be protected; and

(2) urges in the strongest terms that the
United States Government lead the inter-
national effort to repeal existing blasphemy
laws.

SENATE RESOLUTION  151—CON-
GRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY
OF MINNESOTA DULUTH MEN’S
ICE HOCKEY TEAM ON WINNING
THEIR FIRST NATIONAL COLLE-
GIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
(NCAA) DIVISION I MEN’S HOCK-
EY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 151

Whereas on Saturday, April 9, 2011, the
University of Minnesota Duluth won the 2011
NCAA Division I Men’s Ice Hockey Cham-
pionship;
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Whereas this is the first national cham-
pionship for the University of Minnesota Du-
luth Bulldogs men’s ice hockey team (the
““University of Minnesota Duluth’’);

Whereas the University of Minnesota Du-
luth won the Frozen Four championship
game with a 3 to 2 sudden death win over the
University of Michigan;

Whereas on Thursday, April 7, 2011, the
University of Minnesota Duluth defeated the
University of Notre Dame in the Frozen Four
semifinal game with a score of 4 to 3 to ad-
vance to the national championship game;

Whereas the game was played before a sell-
out crowd of more than 19,200 fans at the
Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul, Minnesota;

Whereas the University of Minnesota Du-
luth finished the 2010-2011 season with the
most wins since the 2003-2004 season;

Whereas in the 2010-2011 season the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Duluth had the most fans
for a home schedule in 50 Division I seasons,
averaging more than 6,800 fans;

Whereas the University of Minnesota Du-
luth never lost more than 1 game in a row, a
first in program history; and

Whereas the University of Minnesota Du-
luth had 6 wins and 1 loss in the postseason,
closing with 4 straight wins and beating the
top 2 teams in the Eastern College Athletic
Conference in the East Regional and the top
2 teams in the Central Collegiate Hockey As-
sociation in the Frozen Four: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the achievements of the
players, coaches, students, and staff whose
hard work and dedication helped the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Duluth win the 2011 NCAA
Division I Men’s Hockey National Champion-
ship; and

(2) recognizes University of Minnesota Du-
luth Chancellor Lendley Black and Athletic
Director Bob Nielson, who have shown great
leadership in bringing athletic success to the
University of Minnesota Duluth.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 152—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 30, 2011, AS “DIA
DE LOS NINOS: CELEBRATING
YOUNG AMERICANS”

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. REID of Nevada, and Mr.
LAUTENBERG) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 152

Whereas many nations throughout the
world, and especially within the Western
hemisphere, celebrate ‘“‘Dia de los Ninos’’, or
“Day of the Children’’, on the 30th of April,
in recognition and celebration of their coun-
try’s future — their children;

Whereas children represent the hopes and
dreams of the people of the United States
and children are the center of families in the
United States;

Whereas the people of the United States
should nurture and invest in children to pre-
serve and enhance economic prosperity, de-
mocracy, and the American spirit;

Whereas according to the 2010 Census re-
port, there are more than 50,000,000 individ-
uals of Hispanic descent living in the United
States, more than 17,000,000 of whom are
children;

Whereas Hispanics in the United States,
the youngest and fastest growing ethnic
community in the Nation, continue the tra-
dition of honoring their children on Dia de
los Ninos, and wish to share this custom
with the rest of the Nation;

Whereas the primary teachers of family
values, morality, and culture are parents and
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family members, and we rely on children to
pass on family values, morals, and culture to
future generations;

Whereas the importance of literacy and
education are most often communicated to
children through family members;

Whereas families should be encouraged to
engage in family and community activities
that include extended and elderly family
members, and that encourage children to ex-
plore and develop confidence;

Whereas the designation of a day to honor
the children of the United States will help
affirm for the people of the United States the
significance of family, education, and com-
munity;

Whereas the designation of a day of special
recognition for the children of the United
States will provide an opportunity for chil-
dren to reflect on their future, to articulate
their aspirations, and to find comfort and se-
curity in the support of their family mem-
bers and communities;

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has
worked with cities throughout the Nation to
declare April 30, 2011, to be ‘Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans’’, a day
to bring together Hispanics and other com-
munities nationwide to celebrate and uplift
children; and

Whereas the children of a nation are the
responsibility of all of its people, and people
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts
of children to society: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 30, 2011, as ‘‘Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans’’; and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to join with all children, families, organiza-
tions, communities, churches, cities, and
States across the Nation to observe the day
with appropriate ceremonies, including ac-
tivities that—

(A) center around children, and are free or
minimal in cost so as to encourage and fa-
cilitate the participation of all people;

(B) are positive and uplifting, and help
children express their hopes and dreams;

(C) provide opportunities for children of all
backgrounds to learn about one another’s
cultures and to share ideas;

(D) include all members of the family, es-
pecially extended and elderly family mem-
bers, so as to promote greater communica-
tion among the generations within a family,
enabling children to appreciate and benefit
from the experiences and wisdom of their el-
derly family members;

(E) provide opportunities for families with-
in a community to get acquainted; and

(F) provide children with the support they
need to develop skills and confidence, and to
find the inner strength and the will and fire
of the human spirit to make their dreams
come true.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 153—RECOG-
NIZING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR
DISASTER

Mr. LUGAR (for himself and Mr.
KERRY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 153

Whereas at 1:23 A.M. on April 26, 1986, dur-
ing an experiment, a major explosion oc-
curred at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power
Plant in Unit 4, a RBMK 1000-type, graphite-
moderated nuclear power reactor in Pripyat;

Whereas the initial explosion dispersed a
stream of radioactive particles over nearby
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towns, farms, and eventually to many other
countries;

Whereas 500,000 brave firefighters, engi-
neers, technicians, and emergency workers
worked for more than 6 months to minimize
one of the worst civilian nuclear disasters in
history;

Whereas radioactivity emanating from the
Chernobyl disaster has been detected in
Belarus, Poland, Russia, Scandinavia, and
other areas;

Whereas since the disaster, serious health,
environmental, and socioeconomic repercus-
sions have been identified in many areas
near the Chernobyl plant;

Whereas the Chernobyl Forum, an initia-
tive by the International Atomic Energy
Agency in cooperation with the World
Health Organization, numerous United Na-
tions agencies, and the governments of
Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia, was launched
in 2003 to examine the scientific evidence of
human and environmental effects of the nu-
clear disaster at Chernobyl;

Whereas the Chernobyl Forum’s examina-
tion of the catastrophe has contributed to
the understanding of the effects caused by
the nuclear disaster;

Whereas the Chernobyl Forum found that
more than 5,000,000 people lived in ‘‘contami-
nated’” areas in Ukraine, Belarus, Russia,
and other countries;

Whereas the lives and wellness of people in
the affected areas continue to be impacted
by the catastrophic Chernobyl nuclear dis-
aster;

Whereas the government of the United
States, the people of the United States, and
the international community have provided
contributions to humanitarian organizations
to address the effects of the Chernobyl dis-
aster;

Whereas the Chernobyl Shelter Fund (CSF)
was established in December 1997 by the G7,
in cooperation with Ukraine;

Whereas the purpose of the CSF has been
to construct a safe confinement over the
damaged Chernobyl Unit 4 and to convert
the site to a stable and environmentally safe
condition;

Whereas the Nuclear Safety Account
(NSA), supported by the United States and 16
other donors, finances the Interim Spent
Fuel Storage Facility that allows for the de-
commissioning of Chernobyl Units 1 through
3;

Whereas April 26, 2011, is the 25th anniver-
sary of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster; and

Whereas the ongoing crisis in Japan at the
Fukushima nuclear power plant serves as a
reminder to the United States and the inter-
national community of the need to make
strong commitments to nuclear security
throughout the world: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 25th anniversary of the
Chernobyl nuclear disaster and the courage
of the Ukrainian people in persevering to ad-
dress the consequences of the disaster;

(2) commends efforts to mitigate the con-
sequences of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster,
including the assistance that the United
States and the international community
have given to the Chernobyl Shelter Fund
and the Interim Spent Fuel Storage Facility;
and

(3) requests that the Secretary of the Sen-
ate transmit an enrolled copy of this resolu-
tion to the Ambassador of Ukraine to the
United States.
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