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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 25
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 25, a bill to phase out the Federal
sugar program, and for other purposes.
S. 102
At the request of Mr. McCCAIN, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) and the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 102, a bill to provide
an optional fast-track procedure the
President may use when submitting re-
scission requests, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 146
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 146, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
work opportunity credit to certain re-
cently discharged veterans.
S. 164
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts, the names of the Senator
from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. ENZzI) and the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI)
were added as cosponsors of S. 164, a
bill to repeal the imposition of with-
holding on certain payments made to
vendors by government entities.
S. 211
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 211, a bill to provide for a biennial
budget process and a biennial appro-
priations process and to enhance over-
sight and performance of the Federal
Government.
S. 222
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 222, a bill to limit in-
vestor and homeowner losses in fore-
closures, and for other purposes.
S. 251
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. JOHANNS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2561, a bill to prohibit the pro-
vision of Federal funds to State and
local governments for payment of obli-
gations, to prohibit the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System
from financially assisting State and
local governments, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 275
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 275, a bill to amend title
49, United States Code, to provide for
enhanced safety and environmental
protection in pipeline transportation,
to provide for enhanced reliability in
the transportation of the Nation’s en-
ergy products by pipeline, and for other
purposes.
S. 306
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr. NEL-
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SON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 306,
a bill to establish the National Crimi-
nal Justice Commission.
S. 339
At the request of Mr. BAucUS, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 339, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make per-
manent the special rule for contribu-
tions of qualified conservation con-
tributions.
S. 398
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN), the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. KOHL) and the Senator
from Missouri (Mrs. MCCASKILL) were
added as cosponsors of S. 398, a bill to
amend the Energy Policy and Con-
servation Act to improve energy effi-
ciency of certain appliances and equip-
ment, and for other purposes.
S. 414
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 414, a bill to protect girls in devel-
oping countries through the prevention
of child marriage, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 418
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 418, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the World War II
members of the Civil Air Patrol.
S. 468
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 468, a bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to clarify
the authority of the Administrator to
disapprove specifications of disposal
sites for the discharge of dredged or fill
material, and to clarify the procedure
under which a higher review of speci-
fications may be requested.
S. 470
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 470, a bill to establish an
Early Learning Challenge Fund to sup-
port States in building and strength-
ening systems of high-quality early
learning and development programs
and for other purposes.
S. 491
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 491, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to recognize the
service in the reserve components of
the Armed Forces of certain persons by
honoring them with status as veterans
under law, and for other purposes.
S. 520
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 520, a bill to repeal the
Volumetric Ethanol Excise Tax Credit.
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S. 534
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 534, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide a reduced rate of excise tax on
beer produced domestically by certain
small producers.
S. 554
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 554, a bill to prohibit the use of De-
partment of Justice funds for the pros-
ecution in Article III courts of the
United States of individuals involved
in the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks.
S. 570
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 570, a bill to prohibit the
Department of Justice from tracking
and cataloguing the purchases of mul-
tiple rifles and shotguns.
S. 641
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 641, a bill to provide
100,000,000 people with first-time access
to safe drinking water and sanitation
on a sustainable basis within six years
by improving the capacity of the
United States Government to fully im-
plement the Senator Paul Simon Water
for the Poor Act of 2005.
S. 666
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 666, a bill to require a report
on the establishment of a Polytrauma
Rehabilitation Center or Polytrauma
Network Site of the Department of
Veterans Affairs in the northern Rock-
ies or Dakotas, and for other purposes.
S. 672
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the names of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator
from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) were
added as cosponsors of S. 672, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to extend and modify the railroad
track maintenance credit.
S. 680
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 680, a bill to author-
ize the Administrator of General Serv-
ices to convey a parcel of real property
in the District of Columbia to provide
for the establishment of a National
Women’s History Museum.
S. 699
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 699, a bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Energy to carry out a pro-
gram to demonstrate the commercial
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application of integrated systems for
long-term geological storage of carbon
dioxide, and for other purposes.
S. 707
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 707, a bill to amend the
Animal Welfare Act to provide further
protection for puppies.
S. RES. 86
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 86, a resolution
recognizing the Defense Intelligence
Agency on its 50th Anniversary.
S. RES. 109
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN), the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Hawaii (Mr. AKAKA) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 109, a resolution
honoring and supporting women in
North Africa and the Middle East
whose bravery, compassion, and com-
mitment to putting the wellbeing of
others before their own have proven
that courage can be contagious.
S. RES. 125
At the request of Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, the name of the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 125, a resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National
Public Health Week.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and
Mr. ROBERTS):

S. 722. A bill to strengthen and pro-
tect Medicare hospice programs; to the
Committee on Finance.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, this is
far from the first time I have spoken in
this Chamber about the importance of
providing hospice benefits and those
workers who help provide them tire-
lessly every day. Today I'm pleased to
introduce legislation to strengthen the
hospice program so that these critical
benefits will continue to be available
for those in the final stages of life.

Hospice care provides humane and
comforting support for over 744,000 ter-
minally ill patients and their families
each year. These services include pain
control, palliative medical care and so-
cial, emotional and spiritual services.

Hospice supports the basic human
needs for feeling comfortable, in a fa-
miliar environment, surrounded by lov-
ing caregivers and family during the
later stages of life. Hospice care is an
effective model for the interaction of
interdisciplinary teams of health pro-
fessionals, family members and volun-
teers in providing care for those need-
ing care in our communities.

Our country strives to provide excep-
tional support for the sick, elderly and
terminally ill in home and hospice set-
tings. These vulnerable individuals, as
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well as their family caregivers, are in-
debted to the many professionals and
volunteers who have made it their
life’s work to serve those in greatest
need. Nearly 83,000 hospice profes-
sionals, 46,000 hospice volunteers and 1
million home health providers, nation-
ally, contribute significantly to our
health care system through their com-
passion and commitment.

It is because of these professionals
and volunteers that seniors continue to
have access to this vital service. And it
is with these committed people in mind
that Senator ROBERTS and I introduce
legislation that will help sustain the
future of hospice care.

Specifically, The Hospice Evaluation
and Legitimate Payment Act creates a
““do no harm”’ demonstration that eval-
uates proposed payment changes to
hospices at 15 different sites before
going into effect. With an estimated
66% of hospices looking down a road to
negative operating margins by 2019,
Congress must act to ensure hospice
doors remain open. Testing payment
changes can do that.

The HELP Act also allows nurse
practitioners and physicians assistants
to sign-off on the required face-to-face
encounter. This expansion ensures pro-
gram integrity while also preserving
access to services, especially in rural
areas where great distances can create
unwanted impediments.

Finally, the HELP Act calls for in-
creased accountability. Instead of a
hospice submitting a survey every
eight years, this legislation imple-
ments the recommendation of the OIG,
and increases submission to once every
3 years.

We need to support new ways to treat
a very ill patient physically and emo-
tionally, long before the last days of
life. We need to make sure doctors are
not afraid of using pain medications to
make people comfortable and, most of
all, we need to make sure people start
the conversations with their families
and doctors about having a better
death and using hospice as early as
possible. None of these options for
changing the standards of end-of-life
care delivery can occur if hospices can-
not continue to operate. The HELP Act
makes that more possible.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 722

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hospice
Evaluation and Legitimate Payment Act”.
SEC. 2. ENSURING TIMELY ACCESS TO HOSPICE

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1814(a)(7)(D)(i) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395f(a)(7)(D)(i)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘(i) a hospice physician, a nurse practi-
tioner, a clinical nurse specialist, or a physi-
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cian assistant (as those terms are defined in
section 1861(aa)(5)), or other health profes-
sional (as designated by the Secretary), has
a face-to-face encounter with the individual
to determine continued eligibility of the in-
dividual for hospice care prior to the first 60-
day period and each subsequent recertifi-
cation under subparagraph (A)(ii) (or, in the
case where a hospice program newly admits
an individual who would be entering their
first 60-day period or a subsequent hospice
benefit period or where exceptional cir-
cumstances, as defined by the Secretary,
may prevent a face-to-face encounter prior
to the beginning of the hospice benefit pe-
riod, not later than 7 calendar days after the
individual’s election under section 1812(d)(1)
with respect to the hospice program) and at-
tests that such visit took place (in accord-
ance with procedures established by the Sec-
retary); and’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) takes effect on the
date of enactment of this Act and applies to
hospice care furnished on or after such date.
SEC. 3. RESTORING AND PROTECTING THE MEDI-

CARE HOSPICE BENEFIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1814(i) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395f(i)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (1)(C)—

(A) in clause (ii)—

(i) in the matter preceding subclause (I), by
striking ““(6)(D)” and inserting ‘(6)(E)’’; and

(ii) in subclause (VIID), by striking *«(6)(D)”
and inserting “(6)(E)’’;

(B) in clause (iii), by moving such clause 6
ems to the left and striking ‘‘(6)(D)”’ and in-
serting “(6)(E)’’;

(2) in paragraph (6)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (D)’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraph
)

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (D) and
(E) as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respec-
tively, and inserting after subparagraph (C)
the following new subparagraph:

(D) HOSPICE PAYMENT REFORM DEMONSTRA-
TION PROGRAM.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF DEMONSTRATION
PROGRAM.—

“(I) IN GENERAL.—Prior to implementing
any revisions to the methodology for deter-
mining the payment rates for routine home
care and other services included in hospice
care under subparagraph (E), the Secretary
shall establish a Medicare Hospice Payment
Reform demonstration program to test such
proposed revisions.

‘“(II) DURATION.—The demonstration pro-
gram shall be conducted for a 2-year period
beginning on or after October 1, 2013.

“(III) ScoPE.—The Secretary shall select
not more than 15 hospice programs at which
the demonstration program under this sub-
paragraph shall be conducted.

“(IV) REPRESENTATIVE PARTICIPATION.—
Hospice programs selected under subclause
(ITII) to participate in the demonstration pro-
gram shall include a representative cross-
section of such programs throughout the
United States, including programs located in
urban and rural areas.

(V) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—Hospice
program participation in the demonstration
program shall be on a voluntary basis.

*“(ii) EVALUATION AND REPORT.—

‘(I) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall con-
duct an evaluation of the demonstration pro-
gram under this subparagraph. Such evalua-
tion shall include an analysis of whether the
use of the revised payment methodology
under the demonstration program has im-
proved the quality of patient care and access
to hospice services for beneficiaries under
this title and the impact of such payment re-
visions on hospice care providers, including
the impact, if any, on the ability of hospice
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