
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2047 March 31, 2011 
Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. UDALL of 
New Mexico, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
BENNET, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. LEAHY, 
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. 
AKAKA, Mr. INOUYE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. COONS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. 
JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
NELSON of Florida, and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. Res. 119. A resolution recognizing past, 
present, and future public health and eco-
nomic benefits of cleaner air due to the suc-
cessful implementation of the Clean Air Act; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms. 
CANTWELL): 

S. Res. 120. A resolution recognizing the 1 
year anniversary of the April 2, 2010, fire and 
explosion at the Tesoro refinery in 
Anacortes, Washington; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr. ENZI, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. 
CONRAD, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. 
HAGAN, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JOHNSON of 
South Dakota, Mr. KOHL, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. UDALL of New 
Mexico, and Mr. WICKER): 

S. Res. 121. A resolution designating April 
2011 as ‘‘Financial Literacy Month’’; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. Res. 122. A resolution honoring the life 
and legacy of Elizabeth Taylor; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
TOOMEY): 

S. Res. 123. A resolution commending 
ACHIEVA on its 60th anniversary of pro-
viding strong advocacy for and innovative 
services to children and adults with disabil-
ities and the families of those children and 
adults in the State of Pennsylvania and des-
ignating the week of March 26 through April 
2, 2011, as ‘‘Celebrating ACHIEVA’s 60th An-
niversary Week’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
REID, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. BINGAMAN, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. UDALL 
of Colorado, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, 
Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. AKAKA): 

S. Res. 124. A resolution honoring the ac-
complishments and legacy of Cesar Estrada 
Chavez; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico (for 
himself, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. AKAKA, and Mr. BEGICH): 

S. Res. 125. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Public Health 
Week; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida, and Mr. UDALL of New 
Mexico): 

S. Res. 126. A resolution supporting the 
mission of UNESCO’s World Heritage Con-
vention and celebrating the 2011 Inter-
national Day for Monuments and Sites; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 281 

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 281, a bill to delay the implementa-

tion of the health reform law in the 
United States until there is a final res-
olution in pending lawsuits. 

S. 311 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 311, a bill to provide for 
the coverage of medically necessary 
food under Federal health programs 
and private health insurance. 

S. 339 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from 
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 339, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
make permanent the special rule for 
contributions of qualified conservation 
contributions. 

S. 382 
At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-

rado, the name of the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. BENNET) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 382, a bill to amend the 
National Forest Ski Area Permit Act 
of 1986 to clarify the authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture regarding ad-
ditional recreational uses of National 
Forest System land that is subject to 
ski area permits, and for other permits. 

S. 393 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr. 
UDALL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
393, a bill to aid and support pediatric 
involvement in reading and education. 

S. 410 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 410, a bill to provide for 
media coverage of Federal court pro-
ceedings. 

S. 468 
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 

the name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 468, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act to 
clarify the authority of the Adminis-
trator to disapprove specifications of 
disposal sites for the discharge of, 
dredged or fill material, and to clarify 
the procedure under which a higher re-
view of specifications may be re-
quested. 

S. 474 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from Il-
linois (Mr. KIRK) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 474, a bill to reform the regu-
latory process to ensure that small 
businesses are free to compete and to 
create jobs, and for other purposes. 

S. 494 
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
494, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to establish a national 
screening program at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and to 
amend title XIX of the Social Security 

Act to provide States the option to in-
crease screening in the United States 
population for the prevention, early de-
tection, and timely treatment of 
colorectal cancer. 

S. 527 
At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 527, a bill to amend the Emer-
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008 to terminate the authority of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to provide 
new assistance under the Home Afford-
able Modification Program, while pre-
serving assistance to homeowners who 
were already extended an offer to par-
ticipate in the Program, either on a 
trial or permanent basis. 

S. 595 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) and the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 595, a bill to amend 
title VIII of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 to require 
the Secretary of Education to complete 
payments under such title to local edu-
cational agencies eligible for such pay-
ments within 3 fiscal years. 

S. 604 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 604, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
the coverage of marriage and family 
therapist services and mental health 
counselor services under part B of the 
Medicare program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 672 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the names of the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 672, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to extend and modify the railroad 
track maintenance credit. 

S. 676 
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BAUCUS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 676, a bill to amend the Act of 
June 18, 1934, to reaffirm the authority 
of the Secretary of the Interior to take 
land into trust for Indian tribes. 

S. 680 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 680, a bill to authorize the 
Administrator of General Services to 
convey a parcel of real property in the 
District of Columbia to provide for the 
establishment of a National Women’s 
History Museum. 

S. 685 
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
MCCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
685, a bill to repeal the Federal sugar 
program. 

S. 687 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
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(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 687, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the 15-year recovery pe-
riod for qualified leasehold improve-
ment property, qualified restaurant 
property, and qualified retail improve-
ment property. 

S. RES. 99 

At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 99, a resolution expressing 
the sense of the Senate that the pri-
mary safeguard for the well-being and 
protection of children is the family, 
and that the primary safeguards for 
the legal rights of children in the 
United States are the Constitutions of 
the United States and the several 
States, and that, because the use of 
international treaties to govern policy 
in the United States on families and 
children is contrary to principles of 
self-government and federalism, and 
that, because the United Nations Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child un-
dermines traditional principles of law 
in the United States regarding parents 
and children, the President should not 
transmit the Convention to the Senate 
for its advice and consent. 

AMENDMENT NO. 197 

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 
names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN) and the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 197 pro-
posed to S. 493, a bill to reauthorize 
and improve the SBIR and STTR pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 211 

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 211 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 493, a bill to reauthorize 
and improve the SBIR and STTR pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. PRYOR (for himself and 
Mr. ALEXANDER): 

S. 695. A bill to require the use of 
electronic on-board recording devices 
in motor carriers to improve compli-
ance with hours of service regulations; 
to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I come to 
the floor today to introduce legislation 
with Senator ALEXANDER of Tennessee 
that I believe will have a dramatic im-
pact on the safety of our Nation’s high-
ways and interstates, called the Com-
mercial Driver Compliance Improve-
ment Act. This bill will require the De-
partment of Transportation’s Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
FMCSA, to implement regulations re-
quiring the use of electronic on-board 
recording devices, EOBRs, for motor 
carriers in order to improve compli-
ance with Hours-of-Service, HOS, regu-
lations. Requiring the use of these 

technologies in motor carriers will not 
only improve compliance with HOS 
regulations, but it will also reduce the 
number of fatigued commercial motor 
vehicle drivers on the road. This will 
have a profound impact on highway 
safety and reduce accidents and fatali-
ties on our highways and interstates. 

Hours-of-Service regulations place 
limits on when and how long commer-
cial motor vehicle drivers may drive. 
These regulations are based on an ex-
haustive scientific review and are de-
signed to ensure truck drivers get the 
necessary rest to drive safely. In devel-
oping HOS rules, the FMCSA reviewed 
existing fatigue research and worked 
with nongovernmental organizations 
like the Transportation Research 
Board of the National Academies and 
the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety. HOS regulations are designed 
to continue the downward trend in 
truck driving fatalities and maintain 
motor carrier operational efficiencies. 

Unfortunately, compliance with HOS 
regulations is often spotty due to inac-
curate reporting by drivers as they are 
only required to fill out a paper log, a 
tracking method that dates back to the 
1930s. Inaccurate reporting may result 
from an honest mistake or an inten-
tional error by a driver seeking to ex-
tend his work day. These inaccuracies 
can lead to too much time on the road, 
leaving the driver fatigued and placing 
other drivers at risk. After listening to 
the many interest groups and experts 
on this issue in meetings and Com-
merce, Science and Transportation 
Committee hearings, I have come to 
learn that there is an available and af-
fordable twenty-first-century tech-
nology that can ensure accurate logs, 
enhance compliance, and reduce the 
number of fatigued drivers on the road. 
They are being used today, and they 
are producing results. I believe that 
widespread utilization of these devices 
as soon as possible will significantly 
reduce further loss of life resulting 
from driver fatigue. 

Our legislation will require motor 
carriers to install in their trucks an 
electronic device that performs mul-
tiple tasks to ensure compliance with 
HOS regulations. These devices must 
be engaged to the truck engine control 
module and capable of identifying the 
driver operating the truck, recording a 
driver’s duty status, and monitoring 
the location and movement of the vehi-
cle. Requiring electronic log books 
that are integrally connected to the ve-
hicle engine as this bill requires will 
dramatically increase the accuracy of 
information submitted for hours of 
service compliance. Our bill will also 
require these recording devices to be 
tamper resistant and fully accessible 
by law enforcement personnel and Fed-
eral safety regulators only for purposes 
of enforcement and compliance re-
views. 

While I understand that some drivers 
may be reluctant to transition to elec-
tronic logging devices, I strongly be-
lieve that the safety benefits of the use 

of these devices far outweigh the costs. 
I don’t want to see more lives lost due 
to driver fatigue resulting from log 
book manipulation. I also believe that 
with the rapid development of elec-
tronic technology, especially in the 
wireless telecommunications area, we 
will see strong competition among 
EOBR manufacturers and reduced costs 
for these technologies. In addition, the 
price of these products should go down 
as the demand increases through regu-
latory requirement to utilize this 
equipment. 

Senator ALEXANDER and I are not 
alone in calling for this technology to 
be more widely used by commercial ve-
hicles. There are a number of Senators, 
including Senator LAUTENBERG, who 
have long been strong proponents of 
implementing the use of this tech-
nology. In addition, multiple Federal 
agencies and nongovernmental organi-
zations have recognized the benefits of 
this technology and called for its wide-
spread use. 

For example, Mr. Francis France of 
the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alli-
ance stated at the April 28, 2010, Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation hearing on Oversight of 
Motor Carrier Safety Efforts that, 

All motor vehicles should be equipped with 
EOBRs to better comply with Hours of Serv-
ice laws . . . CVSA has been working with a 
broad partnership to help provide guidance 
to achieve uniform performance standards 
for EOBRs. 

Similarly, the Chairman of the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board, 
the Honorable Deborah Hersman, stat-
ed at the same hearing that, 

For the past 30 years, the NTSB has advo-
cated the use of onboard data recorders to 
increase Hours of Service compliance . . . 
the NTSB recommended that they be re-
quired on all commercial vehicles. 

During the same hearing, Ms. Jac-
queline S. Gillan, with the Advocates 
for Highway and Auto Safety, stated 
that, 

We regard the mandatory, universal instal-
lation and use of EOBRs as crucial to stop-
ping the epidemic of hours of service viola-
tions that produce fatigued, sleep-deprived 
commercial drivers . . . at very high risk of 
serious injury and fatal crashes. 

I have also heard from Administrator 
Ferro of the FMCSA on her thoughts of 
how EOBRs would enhance compliance 
and improve highway safety. The 
FMCSA recently implemented a rule to 
require that these devices be mandated 
for truck drivers and trucking compa-
nies that have been found to be non-
compliant with FMCSA rules. These 
rules will be effective in June 2012. It is 
my understanding that the FMCSA is 
looking to expand these requirements 
to include more motor carriers, and I 
support those efforts as they reflect 
the qualities and intent of this legisla-
tion. 

Finally, in addition to the support 
from safety advocates and federal 
transportation safety officials, I have 
also heard from a number of Arkansas 
trucking companies currently utilizing 
this technology. These companies have 
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