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(8) REPORT ON SMALL PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 

AND ELIGIBLE INSTITUTIONS.—Not later than 
12 months after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Director shall report to Congress 
on— 

(A) the number of patent applications re-
ceived by the Patent and Trademark Office 
during the prior 5-year period from small 
public universities and eligible institutions, 
as defined in section 371(a) of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q); and 

(B) whether the patent fee structure set 
forth under this Act and title 35 of the 
United States Code hinders the ability of 
such universities and institutions to benefit 
from the provisions under chapter 18 of title 
35, United States Code (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Bayh-Dole Act’’). 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on March 3, 
2011, at 2:30 p.m. in SR 328A. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 3, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on March 3, 
2011, at 9:30 a.m., in room 366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 3, 2011, at 2:30 p.m., to 
hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘Navigating a 
Turbulent Global Economy—Implica-
tions for the United States.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on March 3, 2011, at 10 a.m., in SD– 
226 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct an executive business 
meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-

ing the session of the Senate on March 
3, 2011, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Closing the Gap: Exploring 
Minority Access to Capital and Con-
tracting Opportunities.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 3, 2011 at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RELATIVE TO THE DEATH OF 
FRANK WOODRUFF BUCKLES 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to S. Res. 89. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 89) relating to the 

death of Frank Woodruff Buckles, the long-
est surviving veteran of the First World War. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
today I want to honor the passing of 
America’s last surviving veteran of the 
First World War, Mr. Frank Woodruff 
Buckles. It is important that we as a 
nation express our deep appreciation 
for the sacrifices that Mr. Buckles and 
his brothers-in-arms endured for our 
country nearly a century ago. Men like 
Frank have fought in numerous battles 
in the defense of this Nation and have 
made sure that we as Americans are 
able to enjoy the quality of life that we 
so cherish. 

Mr. Buckles witnessed the world 
change dramatically throughout his 
lifetime and had experiences that most 
of us can only dream about. He saw the 
metamorphosis that defined the Amer-
ican social and cultural revolutions of 
the last century. As a young man, he 
served in the Army’s ambulance corps 
in France and Germany, where he evac-
uated wounded soldiers from the bat-
tlefield. As a civilian during the Sec-
ond World War, he spent more than 
three years in a Japanese prison camp 
in the Philippines. 

As a tribute to Mr. Buckles and for 
all the World War I veterans that he 
represents, we must remember all of 
his brothers and sisters who defended 
our country along with him. Nearly 4.5 
million U.S. soldiers, sailors, airmen 
and Marines joined forces with over 37 
million Allied soldiers to defeat the 
Central Powers. These service members 
witnessed atrocities such as gas war-
fare that were unprecedented at the 
time. Each and every one of them made 
their own significant contribution to 
the war effort that cannot be under-
stated. This generation of dynamic and 
dedicated Americans was able to alter 
the course of history for the better-
ment of each and every one of us here 
today. 

As a tribute to Mr. Buckles, I have 
introduced a bipartisan resolution so 
he can lie in honor in the Capitol Ro-
tunda on March 14 to allow the Amer-
ican people to properly pay their re-
spects. To further honor his genera-
tions’ sacrifices, Mr. Frank Buckles 
will be buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery with full military honors. 
President Obama has ordered all flags 
flown over government buildings be 
flown at half-mast on this day as we 
mourn the loss of a citizen and a gen-
eration who will forever hold a place in 
our nation’s history. 

I want to conclude by offering my 
deepest sympathies to Mr. Buckles’ 
daughter, Susannah Buckles Flanagan. 
She has been the loving daughter at his 
side in recent years taking such good 
care of him which allowed him to live 
at home in dignity, surrounded by fam-
ily and friends. 

As America’s longest surviving vet-
eran of World War I, Frank Buckles 
represented our final link to a genera-
tion that built a legacy as the defend-
ers of the free world in the first large 
scale global conflict. I can promise you 
that his legacy and the legacy of all 
veterans will live on forever in the 
ideals and values that make America 
the strongest nation in the world. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the measure be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 89) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 89 

Whereas Frank Woodruff Buckles is the 
last known American World War I veteran, 
who passed away on February 27, 2011, at the 
age of 110, and represents his generation of 
veterans; 

Whereas America’s support of Great Brit-
ain, France, Belgium, and its other allies in 
World War I marked the first time in the Na-
tion’s history that American soldiers went 
abroad in defense of liberty against foreign 
aggression, and it marked the true beginning 
of the ‘‘American century’’; 

Whereas more than 4,000,000 men and 
women from the United States served in uni-
form during World War I, among them 2 fu-
ture presidents, Harry S. Truman and 
Dwight D. Eisenhower; 

Whereas 2,000,000 individuals from the 
United States served overseas during World 
War I, including 200,000 naval personnel who 
served on the seas; 

Whereas the United States suffered 375,000 
casualties during World War I, including 
116,516 deaths; 

Whereas the events of 1914 through 1918 
shaped the world, the United States, and the 
lives of millions of people in countless ways; 
and 

Whereas Frank Woodruff Buckles is the 
last veteran to represent the extraordinary 
legacy of the World War I veterans: Now, 
therefore, be it 
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Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate recognizes the historic con-

tributions of all United States veterans who 
served in the First World War; and 

(2) when the Senate adjourns today, it 
stand adjourned as a further mark of respect 
to the memory of Frank W. Buckles, the 
longest surviving United States veteran of 
the First World War. 

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate is di-
rected to transmit an enrolled copy of this 
resolution to the family of the deceased. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I had the 
good fortune a short time ago, when we 
had a ceremony in the Rotunda of the 
Capitol, to meet Mr. Buckles and talk 
to him. It is amazing he had such vital-
ity at such an old age. I am happy this 
matter is completed. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOAL OF 
‘‘INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY’’ 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
90. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 90) supporting the 

goal of ‘‘International Women’s Day’’ and 
recognizing this year’s centennial anniver-
sary of International Women’s Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the measure be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 90) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 90 

Whereas there are more than 3,300,000,000 
women in the world today; 

Whereas women around the world partici-
pate in the political, social, and economic 
life of their communities, play a critical role 
in providing and caring for their families, 
contribute substantially to the growth of 
economies, and, as both farmers and care-
givers, play an important role in advancing 
food security for their communities; 

Whereas President Barack Obama said, 
‘‘[o]ur common prosperity will be advanced 
by allowing all humanity – men and women 
– to reach their full potential’’; 

Whereas Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton said, ‘‘Put simply, we have 
much less hope of addressing the complex 
challenges we face in this new century with-
out the full participation of women. Whether 
the economic crisis, the spread of terrorism, 
regional conflicts that threaten families and 
communities, and climate change and the 
dangers it presents to the world’s health and 
security, we will not solve these challenges 
through half measures. Yet too often, on 
these issues and many more, half the world 
is left behind.’’; 

Whereas the ability of women to realize 
their full potential is critical to the ability 

of a nation to achieve strong and lasting eco-
nomic growth and political and social sta-
bility; 

Whereas according to the 2010 World Eco-
nomic Forum Global Gender Gap Report, 
‘‘reducing gender inequality enhances pro-
ductivity and economic growth’’; 

Whereas according to the International 
Monetary Fund, ‘‘focusing on the needs and 
empowerment of women is one of the keys to 
human development’’; 

Whereas despite some achievements made 
by individual women leaders, women around 
the globe are still vastly underrepresented in 
high level positions and in national and local 
legislatures and governments and, according 
to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, women 
account for only 19.2 percent of national par-
liamentarians; 

Whereas although strides have been made 
in recent decades, women around the world 
continue to face significant obstacles in all 
aspects of their lives including denial of 
basic human rights, discrimination, and gen-
der-based violence; 

Whereas according to the World Bank, 
women account for approximately 70 percent 
of individuals living in poverty worldwide; 

Whereas according to UNESCO, women ac-
count for 64 percent of the 796,000,000 adults 
worldwide who lack basic literacy skills; 

Whereas according to the International 
Center for Research on Women, there are 
more than 60,000,000 child brides in devel-
oping countries, some of whom are as young 
as 7 years old; 

Whereas according to the Food and Agri-
culture Organization, the majority of women 
living in rural areas of the developing world 
are heavily engaged in agricultural labor, 
yet they receive less credit, land, agricul-
tural inputs, and training than their male 
counterparts; 

Whereas according to the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature, women in 
developing countries are disproportionately 
affected by changes in climate because of 
their need to secure water, food, and fuel for 
their livelihood; 

Whereas according to the World Health Or-
ganization, as many as 1 in 5 women report 
being sexually abused before the age of 15; 

Whereas March 8 is recognized each year as 
International Women’s Day, a global day to 
celebrate the economic, political, and social 
achievements of women past, present, and 
future and a day to recognize the obstacles 
that women still face in the struggle for 
equal rights and opportunities; and 

Whereas the milestone 100th anniversary of 
International Women’s Day is a testament to 
the dedication and determination of women 
and men around the world to address gender 
inequality: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of ‘‘International 

Women’s Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the significance of the 100th 

anniversary of International Women’s Day; 
(3) recognizes that the empowerment of 

women is inextricably linked to the poten-
tial of nations to generate economic growth 
and sustainable democracy; 

(4) recognizes and honors the women in the 
United States and around the world who 
have worked throughout history to ensure 
that women are guaranteed equality and 
basic human rights; 

(5) reaffirms its commitment to ending dis-
crimination and violence against women and 
girls, to ensuring the safety and welfare of 
women and girls, and to pursuing policies 
that guarantee the basic human rights of 
women and girls worldwide; and 

(6) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe International Women’s 
Day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF MULTIPLE SCLE-
ROSIS AWARENESS WEEK 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of S. Res. 91. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 91) supporting the 

goals and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Aware-
ness Week. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the measure be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 91) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 91 

Whereas multiple sclerosis can impact men 
and women of all ages, races, and ethnicities; 

Whereas more than 400,000 Americans live 
with multiple sclerosis; 

Whereas approximately 2,100,000 people 
worldwide have been diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis; 

Whereas every hour of every day, someone 
is newly diagnosed with multiple sclerosis; 

Whereas an estimated 8,000 to 10,000 chil-
dren and adolescents are living with multiple 
sclerosis; 

Whereas the exact cause of multiple scle-
rosis is still unknown; 

Whereas the symptoms of multiple scle-
rosis are unpredictable and vary from person 
to person; 

Whereas there is no laboratory test avail-
able that definitively diagnoses a case of 
multiple sclerosis; 

Whereas multiple sclerosis is not genetic, 
contagious, or directly inherited, but studies 
show that there are genetic factors that indi-
cate that certain individuals may be suscep-
tible to the disease; 

Whereas multiple sclerosis symptoms 
occur when an immune system attack affects 
the myelin in nerve fibers of the central 
nervous system, damaging or destroying the 
myelin and replacing the myelin with scar 
tissue, thereby interfering with or pre-
venting the transmission of nerve signals; 

Whereas in rare cases, multiple sclerosis is 
so progressive that the disease is fatal; 

Whereas there is no known cure for mul-
tiple sclerosis; 

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition, 
an affiliation of multiple sclerosis organiza-
tions dedicated to the enhancement of the 
quality of life for all those affected by mul-
tiple sclerosis, recognizes and celebrates 
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week; 

Whereas the mission of the Multiple Scle-
rosis Coalition is to increase opportunities 
for cooperation and provide greater oppor-
tunity to leverage the effective use of re-
sources for the benefit of the multiple scle-
rosis community; 

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition 
recognizes and celebrates Multiple Sclerosis 
Awareness Week for 1 week in March of each 
year; 
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