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SA 127. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 23, to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to provide for pat-
ent reform; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 94, between lines 18 and 19, insert 
the following: 

(c) EXCLUSION.—This section does not 
apply to tax preparation computer software 
or financial management computer software 
that is novel and nonobvious as computer 
software. 

On page 94, line 19, strike ‘‘(c)’’ and insert 
‘‘(d)’’. 

SA 128. Mr. FRANKEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 23, to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to provide for pat-
ent reform; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 104, between lines 22 and 23, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 18. TEMPORARY PROGRAM FOR RAPID DE-

PLOYMENT OF RENEWABLE ENERGY 
AND ELECTRIC POWER TRANS-
MISSION PROJECTS. 

Section 1705(a) of the Energy Policy Act of 
2005 (42 U.S.C. 16516(a)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(4) Energy efficiency projects, including 
projects to retrofit residential, commercial, 
and industrial buildings, facilities, and 
equipment.’’. 

SA 129. Mr. RISCH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 23, to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to provide for pat-
ent reform; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 42, line 19, strike ‘‘6 months’’ and 
insert ‘‘1 year’’. 

SA 130. Mr. RISCH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 23, to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to provide for pat-
ent reform; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 38, strike line 17 and all that fol-
lows through page 53, line 12. 

SA 131. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 23, to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to provide for pat-
ent reform; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 79, line 18, strike ‘‘AND MICRO ENTI-
TIES.—’’ and insert ‘‘, MICRO ENTITIES, HBCUS, 
AND OTHER MINORITY-SERVING INSTITUTIONS.— 
’’ 

On page 80, line 2, strike the period and in-
sert ‘‘and to any eligible institution defined 
in section 371(a) of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q).’’. 

SA 132. Mr. CARDIN (for himself and 
Ms. LANDRIEU) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 23, to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to provide for pat-
ent reform; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 20, strike line 11 and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘(iv)’’ on line 14, and insert the 
following: 

(iii) the effects of the change on small 
business concerns owned and controlled by 
women, as that term is defined in section 3 

of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632), and 
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals, as that term is de-
fined in section 8(d)(3)(C) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 637(d)(3)(C)); 

(iv) the cost savings and other potential 
benefits to small business concerns of the 
change; and 

(v) 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, March 8, 2010, 
at 10:00 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider the nomination of Peter B. 
Lyons, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Energy (Nuclear Energy). 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to Amandalkelly@energy 
.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler or Amanda Kelly. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Thursday, March 10, 
2011, at 9:30 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 398, a bill to 
amend the Energy Policy and Con-
servation Act to improve energy effi-
ciency of certain appliances and equip-
ment, and for other purposes, and S. 
395, the Better Use of Light Bulbs Act. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to AbigaillCampbell 
@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Al Stayman or Abigail Campbell. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 1, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 1, 2011, at 4:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 1, 2011, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
committee hearing entitled ‘‘Semi-
annual Monetary Policy Report to Con-
gress.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on March 1, 2011, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building, to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘How Did We Get 
Here? Changes in the Law and Tax En-
vironment Since the Tax Reform Act of 
1986.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 1, 2011, at 10 a.m., to 
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Breaking the 
Cycle of North Korean Provocations.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on March 1, 2011, at 10 
a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 1, 2011. The com-
mittee will meet in room 345 of the 
Cannon House Office Building begin-
ning at 2 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 1, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONTRACTING 

OVERSIGHT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Ad Hoc 
Subcommittee on Contracting Over-
sight of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on March 1, 2011, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled, 
‘‘Examination of Public Relations Con-
tracts at the General Services Admin-
istration’s Heartland Region.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.J. RES. 44 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, March 2, the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of 
H.J. Res. 44, the 2-week continuing res-
olution which was received from the 
House and is at the desk; that the Sen-
ate then proceed to a vote on the pas-
sage of H.J. Res. 44, with no inter-
vening action or debate; further, that 
the cloture motion on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 11, H.R. 359, be 
vitiated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of S. 
Res. 83 which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 83) designating March 
2, 2011 as ‘‘Read Across America Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 83) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 83 

Whereas reading is a basic requirement for 
quality education and professional success, 
and is a source of pleasure throughout life; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
must be able to read if the United States is 
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy; 

Whereas Congress has placed great empha-
sis on reading intervention and providing ad-
ditional resources for reading assistance, in-
cluding through the programs authorized in 
the Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and through an-
nual appropriations for library and literacy 
programs; and 

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education 
have joined with the National Education As-
sociation to designate March 2, the anniver-
sary of the birth of Theodor Geisel, also 
known as Dr. Seuss, as a day to celebrate 
reading: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 2, 2011, as ‘‘Read 

Across America Day’’; 
(2) honors Theodor Geisel, also known as 

Dr. Seuss, for his success in encouraging 
children to discover the joy of reading; 

(3) honors the 14th anniversary of ‘‘Read 
Across America Day’’; 

(4) encourages parents to read with their 
children for at least 30 minutes on ‘‘Read 
Across America Day’’ in honor of the com-
mitment of the Senate to building a nation 
of readers; and 

(5) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SUPPORTING RECONCILIATION 
WITHIN SRI LANKA 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of S. 
Res. 84, a resolution introduced earlier 
today by Senator CASEY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 84) expressing support 
for internal rebuilding, resettlement, and 
reconciliation within Sri Lanka that are 
necessary to assure a lasting peace. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate, and any 
statements be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 84) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 84 

Whereas May 19, 2010, marked the one-year 
anniversary of the end of the 26-year conflict 
between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) and the Government of Sri 
Lanka; 

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka es-
tablished a Lessons Learned and Reconcili-
ation Commission (LLRC) to report whether 
any person, group, or institution directly or 
indirectly bears responsibility for incidents 
that occurred between February 2002 and 
May 2009 and to recommend measures to pre-
vent the recurrence of such incidents in the 
future and promote further national unity 
and reconciliation among all communities; 

Whereas United Nations Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon appointed a panel of experts, 
including Marzuki Darusman, the former at-
torney general of Indonesia; Yazmin Sooka, 
a member of South Africa’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission; and Steven Ratner, 
a lawyer in the United States specializing in 
human rights and international law, to ad-

vise the Secretary-General on the implemen-
tation of the commitment of the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to human rights account-
ability; 

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka ex-
pressed its commitment to addressing the 
needs of all ethnic groups and has recog-
nized, in the past, the necessity of a political 
settlement and reconciliation for a peaceful 
and just society; 

Whereas the United States Government 
has yet to develop a comprehensive United 
States policy toward Sri Lanka that reflects 
the broad range of human rights, national 
security, and economic interests; and 

Whereas progress on domestic and inter-
national investigations into reports of war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, and other 
human rights violations during the conflict 
and promoting reconciliation would facili-
tate enhanced United States engagement and 
investment in Sri Lanka: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends United Nations Secretary- 

General Ban Ki-moon for creating the three- 
person panel to advise the Secretary-General 
on the implementation of the commitment 
of the Government of Sri Lanka to human 
rights accountability; 

(2) calls on the Government of Sri Lanka, 
the international community, and the 
United Nations to establish an independent 
international accountability mechanism to 
look into reports of war crimes, crimes 
against humanity, and other human rights 
violations committed by both sides during 
and after the war in Sri Lanka and to make 
recommendations regarding accountability; 

(3) calls on the Government of Sri Lanka 
to allow humanitarian organizations, aid 
agencies, journalists, and international 
human rights groups greater freedom of 
movement, including in internally-displaced 
persons camps; and 

(4) calls upon the President to develop a 
comprehensive policy towards Sri Lanka 
that reflects United States interests, includ-
ing respect for human rights, democracy and 
the rule of law, economic interests, and secu-
rity interests. 

f 

CONDEMNING VIOLATIONS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN LIBYA 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of S. 
Res. 85, which was introduced earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 85) strongly con-
demning the gross and systematic violations 
of human rights in Libya, including violent 
attacks on protesters demanding democratic 
reforms, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate, and any 
statements be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 85) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
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