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HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
219, a bill to require Senate candidates 
to file designations, statements, and 
reports in electronic form. 

S. 248 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
248, a bill to allow an earlier start for 
State health care coverage innovation 
waivers under the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act. 

S. 249 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 249, a bill to amend the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973 to provide 
that Act shall not apply to any gray 
wolf (Canis lupus). 

S. 255 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 255, a bill to require the Congres-
sional Budget Office and the Joint 
Committee on Taxation to use dynamic 
economic modeling in addition to stat-
ic economic modeling in the prepara-
tion of budgetary estimates of proposed 
changes in Federal revenue law. 

S. 294 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
294, a bill to enhance early care and 
education. 

S. 362 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 362, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for a 
Pancreatic Cancer Initiative, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 388 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 388, a bill to prohibit 
Members of Congress and the President 
from receiving pay during Government 
shutdowns. 

S. 414 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 414, a bill to protect girls 
in developing countries through the 
prevention of child marriage, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 418 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 418, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the World 
War II members of the Civil Air Patrol. 

S. CON. RES. 4 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 4, a concur-
rent resolution expressing the sense of 
Congress that an appropriate site on 
Chaplains Hill in Arlington National 

Cemetery should be provided for a me-
morial marker to honor the memory of 
the Jewish chaplains who died while on 
active duty in the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

S. CON. RES. 7 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 7, a concurrent resolu-
tion supporting the Local Radio Free-
dom Act. 

S. RES. 20 
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 20, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate that 
the United States should immediately 
approve the United States-Korea Free 
Trade Agreement, the United States- 
Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement, 
and the United States-Panama Trade 
Promotion Agreement. 

S. RES. 47 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) and the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 47, a resolution rec-
ognizing the importance of biosecurity 
and agrodefense in the United States. 

AMENDMENT NO. 112 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
ENSIGN) and the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 112 pro-
posed to S. 23, a bill to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to provide for pat-
ent reform. 

AMENDMENT NO. 116 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 116 proposed to S. 23, 
a bill to amend title 35, United States 
Code, to provide for patent reform. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
ENSIGN): 

S. 427. A bill to withdraw certain 
land located in Clark County, Nevada, 
from location, entry, and patent under 
the mining laws and disposition under 
all laws pertaining to mineral and geo-
thermal leasing or mineral materials, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
with my good friend Senator ENSIGN to 
introduce the Sloan Hills Withdrawal 
Act of 2010. 

For nearly a decade, there has been 
heated debate over a proposal to per-
mit a sand and gravel mine on public 
lands next door to a Henderson commu-
nity with over 13,000 residents—many 
of whom are retired seniors. Local citi-
zens have voiced serious safety and 
community health concerns about the 
mine. I have listened to their concerns 
and share their opposition to the mine. 

That is why I am re-introducing leg-
islation to stop the development of the 
proposed 640-acre gravel pit by with-
drawing the area from location, entry, 
and patent under the mining laws and 
disposition under all laws pertaining to 
mineral materials. This legislation en-
sures the safety of Nevadans and puts 
an end to this proposed mining oper-
ation once and for all. 

The opposition to the proposed gravel 
mine is overwhelming. I have received 
petitions with thousands—literally 
thousands—of signatures from people 
who are up in arms over the proposed 
gravel mine because of its potential ef-
fect on the health of residents and the 
toll that operations would have on an 
otherwise peaceful community. The 
project would be located on federal 
land, so local governments are limited 
in their ability to influence the out-
come of the Sloan Hills proposal. It is 
clear, though, that the location envi-
sioned for this project is not in the best 
interests of our community. 

Despite strong local opposition, the 
Bureau of Land Management has un-
dertaken an evaluation of the proposed 
gravel operation at Sloan Hills. If ap-
proved, the resulting mine would blast 
rock, crush gravel, kick up dust, and 
consume precious water resources up 
to twenty-four hours a day, every day, 
for thirty years. This would all be done 
just a stone’s throw away from peace-
ful Henderson neighborhoods. Resi-
dents are justifiably worried that this 
project will reduce their home values, 
harm their health, and impact their 
overall quality of life. 

Most troublesome to Henderson resi-
dents are large clouds of fine particu-
late matter that would be generated by 
mining activities at the Sloan Hills 
site. This dust pollution, kicked up by 
the proposed gravel operation, could 
exacerbate air quality challenges in 
the Las Vegas Valley and would be par-
ticularly troublesome for the nearby, 
age-restricted communities—home to 
many seniors already suffering from 
respiratory problems. 

This bill is important to me and to 
the people of southern Nevada. I want 
to thank Steve Sisolak, vice chair of 
the Clark County Commission, for all 
his hard work championing this issue 
in Southern Nevada. Keeping our com-
munities safe, healthy, and livable is 
critical. 

I appreciate your help and I look for-
ward to working with Chairman BINGA-
MAN, Ranking Member MURKOWSKI and 
the other distinguished members of the 
Senate Energy Committee to move this 
legislation forward in the near future. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 427 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sloan Hills 
Withdrawal Act’’. 
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SEC. 2. WITHDRAWAL OF SLOAN HILLS AREA OF 

CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA. 
(a) DEFINITION OF FEDERAL LAND.—In this 

section, the term ‘‘Federal land’’ means the 
land identified as the ‘‘Withdrawal Zone’’ on 
the map entitled ‘‘Sloan Hills Withdrawal 
Area’’ and dated February 24, 2011. 

(b) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid rights 
in existence on the date of introduction of 
this Act, the Federal land is withdrawn from 
all forms of— 

(1) location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws; and 

(2) disposition under all laws pertaining to 
mineral and geothermal leasing or mineral 
materials. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 80—CON-
DEMNING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
IRAN FOR ITS STATE-SPON-
SORED PERSECUTION OF ITS 
BAHA’I MINORITY AND ITS CON-
TINUED VIOLATION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr. DUR-
BIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 80 

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 
1996, 2000, 2006, 2008, and 2009, Congress de-
clared that it deplored the religious persecu-
tion by the Government of Iran of the Baha’i 
community and would hold the Government 
of Iran responsible for upholding the rights 
of all Iranian nationals, including members 
of the Baha’i faith; 

Whereas the 2010 Department of State 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated, ‘‘Since the 1979 Islamic Revolution, 
more than 200 Baha’is have been killed, and 
many have faced regular raids and confisca-
tion of property.’’; 

Whereas the 2009 Department of State 
Human Rights Report stated, ‘‘The govern-
ment [of Iran] continued to repress Baha’is 
and prevent them from meeting in homes to 
worship. It banned them from government 
and military leadership posts, the social pen-
sion system, and public schools and univer-
sities unless they concealed their faith.’’; 

Whereas, on October 15, 2010, the United 
Nations Secretary-General issued a special 
report on human rights in Iran, stating that 
‘‘the Baha’i, who comprise the country’s 
largest non-Muslim religious minority, face 
multiple forms of discrimination and harass-
ment, including denial of employment, Gov-
ernment benefits and access to higher edu-
cation’’; 

Whereas, on December 21, 2010, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/65/226) noting ‘‘serious ongoing 
and recurring human rights violations’’ in 
Iran, including against the Baha’i commu-
nity; 

Whereas, in November 2007, the Ministry of 
Information of Iran in Shiraz jailed Baha’is 
Ms. Raha Sabet, 33, Mr. Sasan Taqva, 32, and 
Ms. Haleh Roohi, 29, for educating under-
privileged children, and gave them 4-year 
prison terms; 

Whereas Ms. Sabet remains imprisoned in 
Iran; 

Whereas Ms. Sabet, Mr. Taqva, and Ms. 
Roohi were targeted solely on the basis of 
their religion; 

Whereas, in March and May of 2008, intel-
ligence officials of the Government of Iran in 
Mashhad and Tehran arrested and impris-

oned Mrs. Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr. 
Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr. 
Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs. 
Mahvash Sabet, and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm, the 
members of the coordinating group for the 
Baha’i community in Iran; 

Whereas, in August 2010, the Revolutionary 
Court in Tehran sentenced the 7 Baha’i lead-
ers to 20-year prison terms on charges of 
‘‘spying for Israel, insulting religious sanc-
tities, propaganda against the regime and 
spreading corruption on earth’’; 

Whereas the lawyer for these 7 leaders, 
Mrs. Shirin Ebadi, the Nobel Laureate, has 
been denied all access to the prisoners and 
their files; 

Whereas these 7 Baha’i leaders were tar-
geted solely on the basis of their religion; 

Whereas, in February 2011, the Revolu-
tionary Court in Tehran sentenced human 
rights activist and follower of the Baha’i 
faith, Navid Khanjani, to a 12-year prison 
term on charges of ‘‘propaganda against the 
regime by publishing news, reports, and 
interviews with foreign TV and radio,’’ 
among others; 

Whereas the Government of Iran is party 
to the International Covenants on Human 
Rights; and 

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 
2010 (Public Law 111–195) authorizes the 
President and the Secretary of State to im-
pose sanctions on ‘‘the officials of the Gov-
ernment of Iran and other individuals who 
are responsible for continuing and severe 
violations of human rights and religious 
freedom in Iran’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate 
(1) condemns the Government of Iran for 

its state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i 
minority and its continued violation of the 
International Covenants on Human Rights; 

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the seven leaders and all 
other prisoners held solely on account of 
their religion, including Mrs. Fariba 
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. 
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz 
Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, Mr. Vahid 
Tizfahm, Ms. Raha Sabet, and Mr. Navid 
Khanjani; 

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of 
State, in cooperation with the international 
community, to immediately condemn the 
Government of Iran’s continued violation of 
human rights and demand the immediate re-
lease of prisoners held solely on account of 
their religion, including Mrs. Fariba 
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. 
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz 
Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, Mr. Vahid 
Tizfahm, Ms. Raha Sabet, and Mr. Navid 
Khanjani; and 

(4) urges the President and Secretary of 
State to utilize all available measures, such 
as those available under the Comprehensive 
Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 and Executive Order 13553, 
to sanction officials of the Government of 
Iran and other individuals directly respon-
sible for egregious human rights violations 
in Iran, including against the Baha’i commu-
nity. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, today I rise 
to introduce a bipartisan resolution 
with my colleague Senator DURBIN con-
demning the government of Iran for its 
state-sponsored persecution of the 
Baha’i minority. 

Founded in Iran in 1844, the Baha’i 
faith now has more than 5 million ad-
herents in 236 countries and territories. 
The Baha’is comprise the largest reli-
gious minority in Iran. 

The Baha’is preach tolerance, diver-
sity and equality. Yet since the Islamic 
Revolution of 1979, the Baha’is have 
faced brutal and unrelenting persecu-
tion in Iran. According to the U.S. 
State Department, more than 200 Ba-
ha’is have been killed since 1979. 

The Baha’is are regularly denied em-
ployment, access to higher education, 
and face multiple forms of discrimina-
tion and harassment. 

In August 2010, the Iranian govern-
ment sentenced seven leaders of Iran’s 
Baha’i community to 20-year prison 
terms on charges of ‘‘spying for Israel, 
insulting religious sanctities, propa-
ganda against the regime and spread-
ing corruption on earth.’’ Their lawyer 
has been denied all access to the Baha’i 
prisoners and their files. Last month, 
the Revolutionary Court in Tehran 
sentenced a Baha’i human rights activ-
ist, Navid Khanjani, to a 12-year prison 
term on charges that included ‘‘propa-
ganda against the regime by publishing 
news, reports, and interviews with for-
eign TV and radio.’’ 

The United States and the inter-
national community need to act now. 

The bipartisan resolution condemns 
the Iranian regime’s continued perse-
cution of its Baha’i minority, calls on 
the regime to release Baha’i political 
prisoners and urges President Obama 
and Secretary Clinton to designate Ira-
nian officials and other individuals di-
rectly responsible for egregious human 
rights violations in Iran. 

The plight of Baha’is in Iran should 
be deeply personal to all Americans. I 
call on the administration to elevate 
human rights in Iran, including the 
plight of Iranian Baha’is, to the top of 
the international agenda. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 81—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY COM-
MITTEES OF THE SENATE FOR 
THE PERIODS MARCH 1, 2011, 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2011, 
AND OCTOBER 1, 2011, THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2012, AND OCTO-
BER 1, 2012, THROUGH FEBRUARY 
28, 2013 

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee 
on Rules and Administration; which 
was placed on the calendar: 

S. RES. 81 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. AGGREGATE AUTHORIZATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of carrying 

out the powers, duties, and functions under 
the Standing Rules of the Senate, and under 
the appropriate authorizing resolutions of 
the Senate there is authorized for the period 
March 1, 2011, through September 30, 2011, in 
the aggregate of $70,790,674, for the period 
October 1, 2011, through September 30, 2012, 
in the aggregate of $121,355,435, and for the 
period October 1, 2012, through February 28, 
2013, in the aggregate of $50,564,763, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this resolu-
tion, for standing committees of the Senate, 
the Special Committee on Aging, the Select 
Committee on Intelligence, and the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized such sums as may be necessary for 
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