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Messrs. Camp, Upton, Brady of Texas, Wal-
den, Price of Georgia, Reed, Mrs. Ellmers,
and Ms. Hayworth.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 4 of rule XVI, I move that
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————

IMPACT OF INSURED DEPOSITORY
INSTITUTION FAILURES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOMACK). The unfinished business is
the question on suspending the rules
and concurring in the Senate amend-
ments to the bill (H.R. 2056) to instruct
the Inspector General of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation to study
the impact of insured depository insti-
tution failures, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
WESTMORELAND) that the House sus-
pend the rules and concur in the Sen-
ate amendments.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
amendments were concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RISK-BASED SECURITY SCREENING
FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and concurring in
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
1801) to amend title 49, United States
Code, to provide for expedited security
screenings for members of the Armed
Forces.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
CRAVAACK) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
amendment was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
EXTENSION OF REDACTION AU-
THORITY CONCERNING SEN-

SITIVE SECURITY INFORMATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and concurring in
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
1059) to protect the safety of judges by
extending the authority of the Judicial
Conference to redact sensitive informa-
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tion contained in their financial disclo-
sure reports, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH)
that the House suspend the rules and
concur in the Senate amendment.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
amendment was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

BELARUS DEMOCRACY AND
HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF 2011

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and concurring in
the Senate amendments to the bill
(H.R. 515) to reauthorize the Belarus
Democracy Act of 2004.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and concur in the Senate
amendments.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
amendments were concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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MAJOR SAMUEL MARK GRIFFITH

(Mr. RIGELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay respectful tribute to a
fallen hero, Major Samuel Mark Grif-
fith, United States Marine Corps.
Major Griffith, known as ‘“‘Sam’ to his
family and friends, was killed in action
in Afghanistan last week.

Mr. Speaker, I attended Sam’s me-
morial service yesterday; and in the
service, a very moving letter was read
that had been written by a marine in
Sam’s unit. It described how Sam had
insisted on taking the other marine’s
place on the next nightly patrol, be-
cause the patrols were receiving enemy
fire each time they went out.

Sam knew full well the inherent dan-
ger and the risk involved in the next
patrol. It was Sam’s nature to run to
danger in defense of freedom and in de-
fense of his fellow marines.

Sam leaves behind a wonderful fam-
ily, including his wife, Casey, and two
fine young boys, Chad and Noah.

Mr. Speaker, the burden of defending
freedom has fallen heavy on the Grif-
fith family. So we pause today in this
House, and rightfully so, to honor Sam
and to extend our heartfelt sympathy
and deepest condolences to the Griffith
family, asking that God would grant
them a special measure of peace and
grace in the days ahead.
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THE WALKAWAY REPUBLICAN
CAUCUS

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we walked
away from 160 million Americans and
put their tax cut at risk. We walked
away from 48 million Americans and
put their access to doctors at risk, and
we walked away from 2.3 million unem-
ployed.

Frankly, when President Bush asked
us to stabilize the financial markets,
two-thirds of his own party walked
away. On December 3, they walked
away from Bowles-Simpson. On March
15, 54 Republicans walked away from
continuing government funding. On
April 14, 59 Republicans walked away
from their bill to continue funding of
the government.

On June 23, their majority leader
walked out on the Biden talks. On July
22, Speaker BOEHNER walked out on the
talks he had with President Obama. On
August 1, 66 Republicans walked away
from making sure America pays its
bills. On November 17, 101 Republicans
walked away from the appropriation
bill for three of our Departments. That
was a Republican bill they walked
away from.

On November 21, Republicans walked
away from the Joint Select Committee
on Deficit Reduction.

The Walkaway Caucus should not
have put at risk working Americans in
this country today.

FUNDING EUROPE

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, while we talk about the issues of
the day, one of the things that has been
missing over the past several months
in the discussions on the floor is the
amount of treasure from the American
taxpayer that’s going to Europe. We
have through the Fed been sending
hundreds of billions and trillions of
dollars in loans to Europe.

In addition to that, we’re sending
money through the International Mon-
etary Fund, in which we put 18 percent.
We’re sending hundreds of billions of
dollars to Europe.

We’ve got a lot of problems here at
home, and we shouldn’t be risking
American taxpayers’ money by sending
it to bail out countries in Europe that
very well might go belly-up and if they
do go belly-up, that’s going to come
back to haunt us in America; and the
value of our currency will be depre-
ciated, and we’ll have very high infla-
tion. We need to take care of the
United States and not worry about Eu-
rope right now.

THE GRINCH

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Congress excels at
doing nothing; but sometimes doing
nothing or empty political posturing,
as we’ve just seen from the Republican
majority, ignores our Nation’s critical
needs.

By leaving town without extending
unemployment insurance, the 2.3 mil-
lion long-term unemployed Americans
who want to work and can’t find work
in this economy is especially cruel on
the eve of the Christmas season. And
for 48 million seniors and disabled, the
new year will dawn with a 28-percent
decrease in physicians’ reimbursement.
Many will find that they can’t get in to
see a doctor. It will be slammed in
their face.

So with these actions, or rather these
inactions by the Republican majority,
they truly embody the spirit of the sea-
son: the Grinch.

———
CONGRATULATING CHRIS CARNEY

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate my good friend,
Chris Carney, on taking the oath of of-
fice to the State Senate in North Caro-
lina.

Chris has served as a town commis-
sioner for the last number of years. I
was able to work with him on that
board. He developed a reputation as a
thoughtful leader, someone who lis-
tened to his constituents and actually
tried to craft solutions. He’ll take that
same mentality to the State Senate in
North Carolina. So today I rise to con-
gratulate Chris Carney. His community
is proud of him, and I'm proud to call
him a friend.

I know his wife and his three children
are very excited about the role he is
about to undertake. Congratulations,
Chris.

———
UNEMPLOYED IN AMERICA

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I want
the 2.3 million unemployed Americans
to know that not all Members of this
House are heartless. In fact, 193 Mem-
bers of this House stand with the un-
employed of this country, the 2.3 mil-
lion mothers and fathers who have
children and families to feed as we
move through this very, very poignant
holiday season.

I hope when we come back in Janu-
ary we can do what’s right for Amer-
ica. But we fell 36 votes short.

That’s because the Republicans, and I
hardly see any of them on the floor at
this point, care more about taking care
of those who earn over a million dol-
lars than they do about the people who
are falling off the edge.

I feel sorry for our country today.
But you know what? The American
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people have a way of righting the ta-
bles when they get sadly out of bal-
ance, and that moment is coming.

I feel sorry for the people who are un-
employed. Be strong during this sea-
son, know that when we return in Jan-
uary, we have a chance to correct what
sadly was voted down today.

———
COME TOGETHER

(Mr. WOODALL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I had
not intended to address the House this
afternoon, but it has been a painful
thing for me to listen to this debate
today. I'm a freshman in this body, and
my understanding was when I showed
up here that we would work here and
that the Senate would work there, and
we wouldn’t always come up with the
same answers, and that we would also
get to together and sort it out.

To have that process derided today as
being a bastardization of politics, in-
stead of what exactly the Founding Fa-
thers want us to do, has me confused.

The gentlelady who spoke right be-
fore me, and I'm sorry she left the floor
right after she derided Republicans for
having left the floor, she’s now gone,
talked about Republicans wanting to
see folks on unemployment have those
benefits run out.

Mr. Speaker, it was before you and I
got here, but four times in 2010 under
Democrat control, unemployment ben-
efits ran out. Now, you always did the
right thing. You always sorted it out.
But those Kkinds of things happen.
We’re going to conference today. We
have 10 days to get this right.

We got the Defense authorization bill
right in 7 days. And the Senate crafted
their so-called compromise in 3 days.
Surely, we can do better for the Amer-
ican people; and, Mr. Speaker, that’s
not a partisan divide. That’s America
at its best. I welcome my colleagues to
join us in that.

———
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OUR BRAVE TROOPS, HOME ON
AMERICAN SOIL

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, last
week, Secretary of Defense Leon Pa-
netta declared an end to the war in
Iraq, fulfilling President Obama’s
pledge to bring the war to a responsible
close. This marks an important mile-
stone for the U.S., and it symbolizes
our redefined relationship with a sov-
ereign Iraq.

Thanks to the resilience and bravery
of our soldiers and civilian personnel,
all U.S. combat troops in Iraq will be
home by the end of the year. I want to
congratulate them on being able to
share their holiday seasons together
again.

We also honor the memory of lost he-
roes, and we renew our commitment to
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ensure that our new generation of vet-
erans receives the services and care we
promised and the veterans earned.

At a time when families are strug-
gling to make ends meet, our commit-
ments to help veterans is more impor-
tant than ever to ensure they success-
fully transition their talents here at
home for the good of our economy and
our country.

On behalf of the Missouri citizens I
represent, I wish our brave troops and
all their loved ones a Merry Christmas,
Happy Holidays, and a Happy New Year
home on American soil.

———————

AN INSULT TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. I want
to follow my friend from Missouri and
add my appreciation to the troops who
have come home and to their families,
and I thank my colleagues for joining
in wearing a yellow ribbon in honor of
them. I hope they will go home and do
the same and will encourage their com-
munities to do so.

But I am standing here to confront
the hypocrisy and the joke of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle in
suggesting that the conferees are meet-
ing when they full well know that no
conferees are meeting, because no one
has been appointed except the one-
sided conferees.

Frankly, they want us to be Ameri-
cans first, not Tea Partiers, not lovers
of the special interests. The other body
put forward a very thoughtful initia-
tive to keep us going so that the lights
will not be turned off in some poor
mother’s home and so that some senior
citizen can still go to his doctor. They
wanted to make sure 2.3 million and
134,000 people in Texas would have
their unemployment. I'm saddened by
this crisis. I’'m here to work. I'm going
home for an emergency, and I'll be
back.

The lady who went off the floor
should not have been confronted that
way. She spoke. She’s ready to work.
What about the empty chairs on the
other side? They are not ready to work.
It’s all about a joke. This is an insult
to the American people.

———

NO TAX CUTS UNDER THE
CHRISTMAS TREE

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. EDWARDS. I didn’t think I'd
have to take to the floor again; but
now that the House Republicans have
walked away from the American peo-
ple, it bears notice.

There are 160 million American peo-
ple across this country who are going
to see their taxes go up come January
1. There are 2.3 million Americans, in-
cluding 46,000 of them in my home
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