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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 20, 2011, at 11 a.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

O Lord our God, we give You thanks
for giving us another day. You have
kept us in life, sustained us, and al-
lowed us to reach this moment.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House that you have gifted to serve our
Nation. As the first session of the 112th
Congress draws near a close, we ask
Your special blessing upon those who
have given so much time and talent
throughout this year and, in these clos-
ing days, the staffers of each congres-
sional office and the various commit-
tees. Grant them peace and renewal in
the weeks to come.

Grant the Members of this Chamber
continued wisdom and charity as the
work of this session comes to a close.
May they be truly grateful for the awe-
some privilege which is theirs, to serve
the people of our Nation in this august
body.

Help us all to be truly grateful for
what we have and generous in what we
do. May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
3(a) of House Resolution 493, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2011

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. The Chair will lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 16, 2011.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 16, 2011 at 8:28 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 94.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 17, 2011.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 17, 2011 at 4:19 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.R. 789.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.R. 2422.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.R. 1264.

That the Senate passed S. 1874.

That the Senate passed S. 1710.

That the Senate passed S. 1959.

That the Senate concur in the amendment
of The House of Representatives to the bill
S. 278.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 17, 2011.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 17, 2011 at 11:23 a.m.:
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That the Senate failed passage H. Con. Res.
94.

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R. 3630.

That the Senate agreed to Conference Re-
port accompanying the bill H.R. 2055.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 17, 2011.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 17, 2011 at 12:56 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3672.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 17, 2011.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 17, 2011 at 2:37 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 95.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the
House in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
J 1600

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LATOURETTE) at 4 p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches per side.
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BIDDING FAREWELL TO CZECH RE-
PUBLIC FORMER PRESIDENT
VACLAV HAVEL

(Mr. McCOTTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, the
late Czech champion of freedom,

Vaclav Havel, once explained the bat-
tle between good and evil as ‘“‘an eter-
nal, never-ending struggle waged not
just by good people against evil people.
It takes place inside everyone. It is
what makes a person a person, and life,
life.

‘“So anyone who claims that I am a
dreamer who expects to transform hell
into heaven is wrong. I have few illu-
sions. But I feel a responsibility to
work towards the things I consider
good and right. I don’t know whether
I'1l be able to change certain things for
the better, or not at all. Both outcomes
are possible. There is only one thing I
will not concede: that it might be
meaningless to strive in a good cause.”

Mr. Haval, for your meaningful life’s
work engaging the affairs of state and
of the heart for right and good, thank
you and God bless you as your mortal
struggle ends and you finally rest in
peace amidst the freedom of your be-
loved Republic.

————

HERE WE GO AGAIN

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, here we
go again. Another phony crisis, cour-
tesy of the extremist bah-humbug
House Republicans.

House Republicans have never met a
deal they couldn’t find a reason to dis-
like. Now they’ve resorted to fighting
their colleagues in the other body to
avoid doing something positive for our
country.

Right now, we could be cutting the
payroll tax, we could be extending job-
less benefits, and approving a Medicare
fix for our doctors. The average Amer-
ican family in Cleveland, Lorain, San-
dusky, and Toledo now faces a $1,000
tax hike because of the Republican
game of chicken.

American middle class families want
the payroll tax cut or their taxes will
go up on average about $1,000. Millions
of Americans need unemployment ben-
efits, but House Republicans need to
pick a fight. And it doesn’t matter
with whom. If they can’t fight with
Democrats, who are standing up for the
middle class, they will fight with their
colleagues in the other body.

Here’s what I want for Christmas: I
want the Republicans to care half as
much about manufacturing jobs in
America as they care about manufac-
turing crises. Now wouldn’t that be a
holiday present?

December 19, 2011

REPUBLICANS HAVE SERVED THE
PUBLIC

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last Tuesday House Repub-
licans successfully passed a bill that
protects every American taxpayer and
promotes job creation by extending the
payroll tax cut, reforming unemploy-
ment insurance, and providing Medi-
care payments to physicians for a year.
Over the weekend, liberals in the Sen-
ate amended this legislation to provide
for only a 2-month fix. In an attempt
to tie House Republicans’ hands and
force the 2-month extension, Senate
liberals led adjournment for recess.

The American people deserve much
better than this childish behavior when
our unemployment rate has consist-
ently remained above 8 percent for 34
months and over 25 million Americans
are searching for work.

Our sympathy to the people of the
Czech Republic upon the death of
former President Vaclav Havel, who
was a brave patriot helping liberate
Central and Eastern Europe from com-
munism, leading to the establishment
of the neighboring Slovak Republic.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————————

GOP AS GRINCH

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. It’s
Grinch time in Washington, Mr. Speak-
er. One is incredulous that the House
Republicans would oppose a tax cut for
160 million Americans, but that’s just
what they’re going to do today.

Is this bill perfect? No. There are as-
pects upon which both sides disagree.
But it is the area of agreement that
should be the most important: Con-
gress stops playing hostage politics and
halts the tax hike on 160 million fellow
citizens.

Saturday’s Senate vote was 89-10—
not just liberals, I say to my friend
from South Carolina—with all mem-
bers of the Senate leadership, Repub-
lican and Democrat, voting in favor. If
House Republicans vote against this
compromise, they will ring in the new
year with a tax hike of their own mak-
ing.

If House Republicans were serious
about wanting certainty, as they
claim, they would vote for this bill
today and guarantee that 160 million
Americans won’t pay higher taxes on
January 1.

Mr. Speaker, rejecting this bill and
holding up the payroll tax cut and un-
employment benefits will be a true ex-
ample of how the GOP Grinch stole
Christmas for 160 million Americans.
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