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all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill, H.R. 1892, as it will be
adopted.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. With that,
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
support the 2012 Intelligence Authorization
Act. In particular, this bill includes funding to
accelerate implementation of an insider threat
detection program and requires best practices
implemented in the Army to be reviewed for
inclusion across the Intelligence Community.
In addition, the bill supports critical resources
for cybersecurity, a threat which demands the
attention of national security specialists.

As the successful operation against Usama
bin Ladin demonstrated earlier this year, the
Intelligence Community has made significant
strides towards working together to counter
the most complex threats facing our nation.
Productive cooperation and intelligence inte-
gration embodies the intent of congressional
reforms made after the tragic events of 9/11.
| am encouraged to see this progress, espe-
cially in the area of information sharing.

While the sharing of classified information is
imperative to keep our country safe, techno-
logical advances have also increased the risks
of this cooperation. As we saw last year with
the damage of Wikileaks the threat from a ma-
licious insider, with the “keys to the kingdom,”
is real.

This bill requires the Director of National In-
telligence to review improvements made to the
Army’s insider threat regulation and consider
implementation across the Intelligence Com-
munity. The bill also accelerates other tech-
nical initiatives within the insider threat pro-
gram. It is imperative that we ensure our secu-
rity officers and network administrators have
this capability in place to protect our most sen-
sitive information.

Further, this bill helps secure our informa-
tion and networks both from the insider and
from outside actors by addressing the risks
posed to our cyber networks. We must all
work together to raise awareness of this threat
and work with both public and private sector
partners. | urge my colleagues to join me in
support of this bill.

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 1892.

As the Chairman of the Technical and Tac-
tical Subcommittee, | was tasked with leading
a comprehensive review of our Nation’s sat-
ellite systems. This review was conducted,
and | am confident that the systems proposed
in the classified annex of this bill provide the
best value approach to collecting the overhead
imagery demanded by our Nation’s senior pol-
icy makers, intelligence analysts and war fight-
ers.

Two of the intelligence community’s chief
weapons against terrorism are information—
and the ability to communicate that information
swiftly. This reality places a significant de-
mand on our imaging systems, and it brings
into focus the cost associated with these sys-
tems.

As we're fighting the war on terror, we must
not allocate resources without due process.

Former Secretary of Defense Gates and
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
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Admiral Mullen both identified America’s grow-
ing debt as their number one national security
concern.

This bill recognizes and selectively funds
competition in areas where competitive pres-
sure will help improve innovation, reduce risk
and strengthen the industrial base. This bill
also recognizes and encourages competition
in space launch programs with an eye towards
reducing the cost of spacecraft launch while
maintaining reliability.

In addition to concern over the federal gov-
ernment’s spending habits, another reason
Nevadans elected me 1ast fall is to restore
government accountability and oversight.

The intelligence community is no exception:
we must ensure they are accountable and re-
ceive proper oversight because most of their
work occurs outside of the public’s view.

Chairman ROGERS and Ranking Member
RUPPERSBERGER are doing incredible work on
this issue, and | applaud their dedication to re-
storing proper accountability and oversight to
the intelligence community.

| am confident the intelligence authorization
act provides the resources and latitude our in-
telligence community needs while removing
excess and indolence.

That is why | urge my colleagues to vote
“yes” on H.R. 1892.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
ROGERS) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 1892.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM REFORM AND REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2011

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendments to the bill
(H.R. 2867) to reauthorize the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendments
is as follows:

Senate amendments:

Beginning on page 2, strike line 6 and all
that follows through ‘“(3)”’ on page 4, line 18,
and insert the following:

(a) TERMS.—Section 201(c) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22
U.S.C. 6431(c)) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the
following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term of office of each
member of the Commission shall be 2 years. An
individual, including any member appointed to
the Commission prior to the date of the enact-
ment of the United States Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom Reform and Reau-
thorization Act of 2011, shall not serve more

December 16, 2011

than 2 terms as a member of the Commission
under any circumstance. For any member serv-
ing on the Commission on such date who has
completed at least 2 full terms on the Commis-
sion, such member’s term shall expire 90 days
after such date. A member of the Commission
may not serve after the expiration of that mem-
ber’s term.”’; and

(2)

On page 5, line 3, strike ‘‘(c)” and insert
“(0).

On page b, strike lines 9 through 19 and in-
sert the following:

(c) APPLICATION OF FEDERAL TRAVEL REGULA-
TION AND DEPARTMENT OF STATE STANDARDIZED
REGULATIONS TO THE COMMISSION.—Section
201(i) of the International Religious Freedom
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6431(i)) is amended by
adding at the end the following: ‘“‘Members of
the Commission are subject to the requirements
set forth in chapters 300 through 304 of title 41,
Code of Federal Regulations (commonly known
as the ‘Federal Travel Regulation’) and the De-
partment of State Standardized Regulations
governing authorized travel at government ex-
pense, including regulations concerning the
mode of travel, lodging and per diem expendi-
tures, reimbursement payments, and expense re-
porting and documentation requirements.’’.

On page 5, strike line 21 and insert the fol-
lowing:

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 204 of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom

On page 6, between lines 16 and 17, insert
the following:

(b) PENDING CLAIMS.—Any administrative or
judicial claim or action pending on the date of
the enactment of this Act may be maintained
under section 204(g) of the International Reli-
gious Freedom Act of 1998, as added by sub-
section (a).

On page 6, line 21, strike ‘‘and 2013’ and in-
sert ‘‘through 2014°.

On page 7, line 9, strike ‘2013’ and insert
2014,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. BER-
MAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on this meas-
ure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The right to free religious belief and
practice is a fundamental human right.
But as Coptic Christians in Egypt and
other religious minorities can attest,
that right is frequently and tragically
denied. It was for this reason that Con-
gress established the United States
Commission on International Religious
Freedom, an independent, bipartisan
Federal Commission charged with
monitoring and protecting and pro-
moting religious freedom abroad.

Our State Department prioritizes an
array of diplomatic, economic, and
other issues that sometimes keep it
from speaking and acting boldly
against religious suppression. For this
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reason alone, the single-minded role of
the U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom as a truth-telling
watchdog and policy advocate remains
critically important. The commission’s
annual report, its list of countries mer-
iting CPC designation, and its special
reports push American foreign policy
to better reflect America’s most cher-
ished liberties.

For example, in spite of long-stand-
ing abuses, Vietnam has not been re-
designated by the State Department as
a Country of Particular Concern, CPC,
for religious freedom violations. But
the Commission has built a compelling
case for Vietnam’s CPC status, report-
ing on the repression of protestants in
the Central Highlands, unregistered
Buddhist groups, and others—a call
that was echoed by our Foreign Affairs
Committee earlier this year in our
State authorization bill.

Yet, the Commission will soon have
to shut its doors unless Congress acts
immediately to reauthorize it.

For this reason, the House over-
whelmingly passed H.R. 2867 back in
September. This bipartisan bill would
reform and reauthorize the Commis-
sion and, in recognition of the fiscal
challenges we face, includes funding
that is a 30 percent cut from current
year funding levels.

Finally 3 days ago, the Senate unani-
mously passed H.R. 2867, along with a
brief amendment which is before us
today. The Senate amendment adds a
few additional reforms, including
standard Federal regulation of Com-
mission travel, to those required by
our House bill.

I want to thank my good friend from
Virginia, Mr. FRANK WOLF, for his in-
dispensable leadership in authoring
this bill. I also want to thank my rank-
ing member, Mr. BERMAN of California,
and our Senate colleagues for their co-
operation.

I urge all of our colleagues to join us
in voting ‘‘aye” and sending H.R. 2867
to the President’s desk as soon as pos-
sible. Let us remind the world that we
stand as one against the persecution of
religious believers anywhere.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 2867,
the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom Re-
form and Reauthorization Act of 2011,
and the Senate amendments to the bill.

I want to initially start out by
thanking the sponsor of this legisla-
tion, the gentleman from Virginia,
FRANK WOLF, for his leadership on the
issue of international religious free-
dom; Senator DURBIN for his efforts to
strengthen the bill; my chairman,
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, for her manage-
ment of this whole process that’s fi-
nally going to get this reauthorization
hopefully passed and sent to the Presi-
dent.

We’re fortunate to live in a country
that was founded by religious refugees
on principles of tolerance. And we
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strive to adhere to article 18 of the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which states that everyone has
the right to freedom of thought, con-
science, and religion. This right in-
cludes the freedom to manifest his reli-
gion or belief in teaching, practice,
worship, and observance.

But elsewhere around the world, reli-
gious freedom and human rights are
routinely violated. Countless men,
women, and children face violence, per-
secution, and discrimination because of
their faith. Unfortunately, intolerance
is not restricted to just a few coun-
tries. Violent extremist attacks have
taken place in the Middle East and
South Asia. The regimes in North
Korea and Iran actively repress reli-
gious freedom. Apostasy and blas-
phemy laws have fueled discrimination
against religious minorities in Afghan-
istan, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia.
Other religious minorities like the Ti-
betan Buddhists, Uighur Muslims,
Ahmadis, and the Bahais face violence
in government restrictions, and anti-
Semitism is still prevalent around the
world.
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More than ever, we need the U.S.
Commission on International Religious
Freedom to continue its important
work to support the right to practice
one’s religion freely around the globe.

This bipartisan bill before us today
reauthorizes the Commission, known
as USCIRF, for another 3 years. The
bill also contains some sensible re-
forms that will strengthen USCIRF’s
efforts to monitor and report on the
status of freedom of religion abroad.
These reforms include the process of
selecting the chair, term limits for
service for the members of the Com-
mission, travel regulations, and a GAO
study on improving the effectiveness
and coordination of all the U.S. Gov-
ernment bodies that focus on inter-
national religious freedom.

In particular, I would like to thank
Mr. WOLF for agreeing to include a pro-
vision that clarifies that USCIRF is
subject to the same workplace protec-
tions and civil rights laws as the rest
of the Federal Government.

With this piece of legislation,
USCIRF will be able to more effec-
tively carry out its mission and be the
Commission it was intended to be. I
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WOLF), chairman of the Appropriations
Subcommittee on State and Foreign
Operations and the author of this bill.

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. I thank the chair very
much for yielding.

I want to thank Representative R0OSs-
LEHTINEN and her staff for, really,
being very dogged and persistent, and I
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want them to know how grateful I am.
As people are for this bill, they should
know that had it not been for them, we
would not be here.

I also want to thank Mr. BERMAN and
his staff. I want to thank Mr. CANTOR
and his staff for scheduling this. I want
to single out Speaker BOEHNER and his
staff because they were a part of this
effort for the last several months, and
they were very faithful, so I want to
thank them. I also want to thank my
staff for being involved in this for well
over a year.

The Coptic Christians are going
through a very difficult time. The Iraqi
Christians are being killed, and dif-
ficult things are happening to them. In
Tibet, the Buddhists are setting them-
selves aflame because of the persecu-
tion of the Chinese Government. The
Catholic Church in China is under
stress: 25 bishops are under house ar-
rest. The Protestant House Church in
China is being squeezed and persecuted.
The Christians in Sudan, in the Blue
Nile area, are going through genocide
and are being killed because of their
faith.

Interestingly enough, the original
bill passed on the very last day of Con-
gress a number of years ago, and his-
tory is repeating itself. The Commis-
sion has been a beacon of hope. With
that, I just want to, again, thank all
those who helped us get here.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
California (Mr. DREIER), chairman of
the Committee on Rules.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished chair of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs for yielding
me the time.

I rise to congratulate my very good
friend, the gentleman from Virginia,
FRANK WoLF, who has just talked
about both Sudan and China as being
very key areas where religious persecu-
tion has taken place and continues to
be a threat. I've been working with the
chair of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and with other Members in a bi-
partisan way on the situation that ex-
ists in Egypt.

One of the reasons I wanted to offer
remarks is that, when she stood up and
talked about the Coptic Christians in
Egypt, we obviously know that there
are challenging days ahead; and I think
it’s very important for us to do every-
thing that we can to encourage those
who may have had a history of engag-
ing in religious persecution in the past
to recognize religious freedom, human
rights, the rights of women, the rule of
law, and all of the other very critical
items that are a key part of the devel-
opment of democracy.

So many people believe that you
have a democracy if you hold an elec-
tion. Well, Mr. Speaker, as you know
very well, one election a democracy
does not make; and there are other
very important aspects of the develop-
ment of democracy, and religious free-
dom is a key part of that.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
with that, I have no further requests
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for time, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H.R. 2867, the United States
Commission on International Religious Free-
dom Reform and Reauthorization Act, as
amended by the Senate.

Religious freedom—the right to worship and
practice one’s faith according to the dictates of
one’s own conscience—is a foundational
human right. Many have called religious free-
dom the first freedom. Not only is it the first
amendment of the U.S. Constitution, it is in-
trinsic to the human dignity of every man and
woman on this earth.

However, it is a right denied or curtailed for
many—and according to some estimates,
most—people in the world.

For Copts in Egypt, Uighurs in China,
Montagnards in Central Vietnam, Jews and
Baha'i in Iran, many Buddhist monks in
Burma, and countless millions elsewhere, the
ability to live their faith without threat of perse-
cution is a distant and unrealized promise.

Dr. Brian Grim, a witness at a recent hear-
ing | held on religious freedom, has done sig-
nificant research in this area. In a study he
conducted in 2009, he found that nearly 70
percent of the world’s 6.8 billion people live in
countries with high or very high restrictions on
religion. His study specifically cited Iran, Paki-
stan, China, and Egypt as among the most re-
pressive of religious expression. This is signifi-
cant not only because it highlights the number
of people denied this most fundamental of
human rights, but also because religious free-
dom is comprised of a “bundle of rights.” Reli-
gious freedom implies freedom of conscience,
freedom of speech, freedom of association
and assembly, and even freedom of the press.
Absent freedom of religion, all these other
rights are in jeopardy.

In fact, Dr. Grim's research shows that
countries that respect these rights reap a host
of socio-economic benefits, including better
education, better health care, greater equity of
pay between men and women, and higher
GDP, and these benefits arguably lead to
greater social stability. On the other hand,
countries without respect for religious freedom
do worse on these socio-economic indicators,
have greater societal tension, and are more
prone to instability. The importance of pro-
moting all components of religious freedom
therefore cannot be overstated. Not only is it
a moral imperative, but religious freedom
keeps extremism and tyranny at bay.

For these reasons, U.S. leadership on reli-
gious freedom is desperately needed in many
countries around the world, together with a
more vigorous utilization of the means pro-
vided in the IRF Act for promoting religious
human rights.

| was pleased to work with my good friend
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and to chair the
Committee hearings and markup fourteen
years ago that led to the enactment of the
International Religious Freedom Act of 1998,
which established the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom. The Act pro-
vided our Administration with the tools nec-
essary to make international religious freedom
an integral component of the highest priority in
U.S. foreign policy.

Contrary to assertions that singling out reli-
gious freedom would somehow make it seem
more important or separated from other funda-
mental human rights—the Clinton Administra-
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tion asserted that its strong opposition to the
Act was based on its belief that the Act would
result in a “hierarchy of rights”—those of us
who championed the bill argued that it was
necessary to ensure that religious freedom is
given its rightful place within the framework of
human rights promotion.

The law provided a new and bipartisan
focus, which has begun to grant religious free-
dom its rightful stature in the diplomatic and
foreign policy of the United States, under both
Democratic and Republican administrations.

The U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom was and is an important part
of that effort. It was created as an inde-
pendent body of experts to review the facts
and make policy recommendations from a
vantage point outside of our diplomatic corps,
where bilateral and other concerns had some-
times resulted in the soft-pedaling of severe,
ongoing violations of religious freedom around
the world.

Even today, when the quality of State De-
partment reporting on religious freedom issues
has improved, the Commission continues to
serve a critical role as a sounding board and
a catalyst.

One indicator is the fact that the Commis-
sion’s list of recommended “Countries of Par-
ticular Concern” for severe violations of reli-
gious remains larger than the number des-
ignated by the State Department.

In September, Secretary Clinton rightfully
designated Burma, China, Eritrea, Iran, North
Korea, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Uzbekistan
as CPCs.

But the State Department’s list does not add
any new countries from last year, and glaringly
omits Vietnam, whose policies have more than
earned that badge of shame.

Secretary Clinton also did not designate
Egypt, Iraq, Nigeria, Turkmenistan, and Paki-
stan as recommended by the Commission.

We need the Commission more than ever.
Already in the Congress, we have had six
comprehensive hearings on religious freedom:
Two in the Tom Lantos Human Rights Com-
mission regarding the religious freedom of mi-
norities in the Middle East, especially Egypt;
two on the Committee | chair regarding the
prioritization of religious freedom in U.S. for-
eign policy, and two in the Helsinki Commis-
sion on the particular plight of Coptic Chris-
tians in Egypt.

The Commission has been an invaluable re-
source to Congress as we monitor the protec-
tion and promotion of religious freedom
around the world—and the response of the
Administration on this very important issue.

They have also been a resource to govern-
ments seeking how to remedy religious free-
dom abuses within their own borders. For in-
stance, in Indonesia, the Commission worked
with members of the Indonesian House of
Representatives and civil society groups who
introduced measures to strengthen provisions
in the criminal code regarding attacks on reli-
gious gatherings and amend the law gov-
erning the building of religious venues.

The Commission also continues to help net-
work human rights and legal advocates in In-
donesia working to defend individuals accused
of “blasphemy” and religious minorities facing
intimidation and violence from extremist
groups. The Commission’s work in Indonesia
will have practical impact on the exercise of
human rights—and preservation of peace—in
Indonesia.
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Other governments have looked to the
Commission as a model for their own religious
freedom Commissions.

The bill before us includes a number of bi-
partisan reforms to Commission authorities
and operations to make their work even more
effective.

| want to thank Chairman ROS-LEHTINEN and
Ranking Member BERMAN for working to bring
to the floor this important bill, which deserves
unanimous support. And | would like to extend
a special thanks to Representative WOLF,
whose tireless efforts on this legislation have
brought hope to persecuted people across the
world.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and concur in the Senate
amendments to the bill, H.R. 2867.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
amendments were concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON
H.R. 2055, CONSOLIDATED APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2012; PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R.
3672, DISASTER RELIEF APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2012; PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H. CON.
RES. 94, CORRECTING THE EN-
ROLLMENT OF H.R. 3672; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 500 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 500

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 2055) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and for
other purposes. All points of order against
the conference report and against its consid-
eration are waived. The conference report
shall be considered as read. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the conference report to its adoption without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate; and (2) one motion to recommit if ap-
plicable.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 3672) making appropriations for
disaster relief requirements for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2012, and for other
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The bill shall
be considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill are waived. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill to final passage without in-
tervening motion except: (1) one hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Appropriations; and (2) one
motion to recommit.

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution, it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
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