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going to have to have the same kind of
5 percent cut across the board. And
when we do that 6 percent to our budg-
et next year, it’s time to demand, after
we do it in the House, everybody else in
the Federal Government has to do it
too.

There’s so many other provisions
that have nothing to do with creating
jobs, and you can look at page 134 and
see that the President, who’s talked
about all these millionaires and bil-
lionaires need to pay their fair share,
even though we’re now approaching 50
percent of the country that will not
pay income tax.

If the President believes what he
says, Mr. Speaker, it is time to call the
bluff and say, all right, then let’s have
a flat tax, everybody pays the same
amount, it doesn’t matter if you’re an
ultra zillionaire, billionaire, if you’re
one of the poorer workers, everybody is
going to have an investment, as the
President likes to say in this govern-
ment, and that way they’ll have more
interest in what happens. They’ll have
more interest in seeing we don’t waste
so much money up here, and we can do
that.

This is why I'm sure, also, the Presi-
dent never read the bill that he de-
mands we pass, that I explained earlier,
why we know now neither the Presi-
dent nor Leader REID had any inten-
tion of this bill passing, so they didn’t
bother to meet the constitutional re-
quirements.

At page 135, the President’s bill de-
fines what he’s been calling a billion-
aire and a millionaire as a taxpayer
whose adjusted gross income is above,
C, $125,000 in the case of married filing
separately; 250,000 in the case of a joint
return. But if you’re a gay couple liv-
ing together, then you can be grateful
to the President because you can claim
$200,000 or $225,000 as your exemption
amount.

But even at that rate, I'm from East
Texas, and the public schools I went to
were awfully good, but they taught me
that when a number has six figures in
it, it isn’t a million and it isn’t a bil-
lion. So when the President’s bill says
$125,000 if you’re married, that’s the ex-
emption you’ve got before they start
slapping you with extra tax, and I
haven’t heard anybody else but me talk
about this, but down in subsection C on
page 135, not only does the President
not do away with the alternative min-
imum tax, as the title says there’s an
additional AMT amount in the Presi-
dent’s bill.

Now there’s a jobs bill. People you're
calling millionaires and billionaires
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and define it as somebody that makes
$125,000, you slap them with extra al-
ternative minimum tax, you take away
deductions.

I'm telling you, Mr. Speaker, it is
time that we had a flat tax across the
board. Everybody would pay their fair
share. And the more money you make
on a flat tax, the more money you’re
going to pay in.

I agree with Art Laffer, who was tell-
ing me, there is a strong justification
for two deductions only, the mortgage
interest deduction and charitable con-
tribution deduction. All the others go
away. Now that would be a fair tax. Ev-
erybody would pay their fair share.
And since the President’s not aware of
how o0il companies work, and since
they’ve spent more and more and more
money than ever in the Interior De-
partment budget to consider permits to
drill for oil or gas, we’ve gone from 140-
something permits that cost a whole
lot less to process to now processing
double-digit permits, we’re losing jobs.

I hear from people in the Gulf af-
fected by the Deepwater Horizon explo-
sion by the President’s good friends at
British Petroleum, who were all set to
endorse the President’s cap-and-trade
bill before the blowout, and then they
had to postpone that. But when you
eliminate deductions that only keep
independent oil companies alive, then
it affects the majors in only one way,
and that is you drive out all the inde-
pendent producers, the majors will be
able to charge more than ever, they’ll
make more profit than ever.

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I
have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 3 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you,
Speaker.

In the few minutes I have left, with
so many wanting to destroy our way of
life, with so many out of work, such a
troubled time here, I want to finish my
time on the floor tonight by reading
the words of a man named Abraham
Lincoln. In 1851 he wrote to his step-
brother encouraging him about the last
illness of their father.

Lincoln said: ‘‘I sincerely hope father
may recover his health; but at all
events tell him to remember to call
upon and confide in our great and good
and merciful Maker, who will not turn
away from him in any extremity. He
notes the fall of a sparrow and numbers
the hairs of our head, and He will not
forget the dying man who puts his
trust in Him.”

Mr.
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In 1858, Abraham Lincoln said: ‘“‘Our
reliance is in the love of liberty which
God has planted in us. Our defense is in
the spirit which prized liberty as the
heritage of all men, in all lands every-
where. Destroy this spirit and you have
planted the seeds of despotism at your
own doors. Familiarize yourselves with
the chains of bondage and you prepare
your own limbs to wear them. Accus-
tomed to trample on the rights of oth-
ers, you have lost the genius of your
own independence and become the fit
subjects of the first cunning tyrant
who rises among you.”’

And then finally this from his speech
in 1861, as he left Springfield, Illinois,
to head for Washington, and I close
with this, Mr. Speaker:

“I now leave, not knowing when or
whether ever I may return, with a task
before me greater than that which rest-
ed upon Washington. Without the as-
sistance of that Divine Being who ever
attended him, I cannot succeed. With
that assistance I cannot fail. Trusting
in Him who can go with me, and re-
main with you, and be everywhere for
good, let us confidently hope that all
will yet be well.”

It is with that faith in that same Di-
vine Being that I have hope for the fu-
ture, and with that, Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

—————

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2944. An act to provide for the contin-
ued performance of the functions of the
United States Parole Commission, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 3078. An act to implement the United
States-Columbia Trade Promotion Agree-
ment.

H.R. 3079. An act to implement the United
States-Panama Trade Promotion Agree-
ment.

H.R. 3080. An act to implement the United
States-Korea Free Trade Agreement.

———————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 59 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, October 14, 2011, at 9
a.m.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the third quarter
of 2011 pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows:
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2011

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Shane Wolfe 99 9/13  United Kingdom 2,072.00 s 1,385.80 3,457.80
Per Diem REtUMEM ...vvovoccecerevvverernnreccicssienes cvevsrssiis (397.56) (397.56)
Jonathan DUECKET ..........coveervvmrirreieeieeieeieies 9/8 9/13  United Kingdom 2,590.00 oo 1,385.80 3,975.80
Per Diem Returned e (400.00) (400.00)
Committee total 386444 ... 2,771.60 6,636.04

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

HON. PETER T. KING, Chairman, Sept. 18, 2011.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2011

Date

Name of Member or employee

Arrival Departure

Transportation

Other purposes Total

Per diem !
U.S. dollar
Country Foreign equivalent Foreign
currency or US. currency
currency 2

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency? currency 2

HOUSE COMMITTEES

Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3465. A letter from the Administrator,
Rural Housing Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Intergovernmental Review received
September 16, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

3466. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Award Fee
Reduction or Denial for Health or Safety
Issues (DFARS Case 2011-D033) (RIN: 0750-
AH37) received September 12, 2011, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

3467. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Annual
Representations and Certifications (DFARS
Case 2009-D011) (RIN: 0750-AG39) received
September 16, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

3468. A letter from the Certifying Officer,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Federal Gov-
ernment Participation in the Automated
Clearing House (RIN: 1510-AB24) received
September 13, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3469. A letter from the Certifying Officer,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Indorsement
and Payment of Checks Drawn on the United
States Treasury (RIN: 1510-AB25) received
September 13, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3470. A letter from the Program Manager,

Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Rate Increase Disclosure and Review: Defini-
tions of ‘‘Individual Market’ and ‘‘Small
Group Market” [CMS-9999-F]1 (RIN: 0938-
AR26) received September 14, 2011, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on

Energy and Commerce.
3471. A letter from the Director, Regula-

tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-

e

HON. LAMAR SMITH, Chairman, Oct. 4, 2011.

ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Advi-
sory Committee; Change of Name and Func-
tion; Technical Amendment [Docket No.:
FDA-2011-N-0002] received September 16, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-

mittee on Energy and Commerce.
3472. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,

Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a determination to waive re-
strictions of Section 1003 of Public Law 100-

204; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
3473. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,

Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 11-099,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control

Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
3474. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,

Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 11-101,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control

Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
3475. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,

Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 11-097,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control

Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
3476. A letter from the Chairman of the

Council, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting Transmittal of D.C. ACT 19-156,
‘““Saving D.C. Homes from Foreclosure Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2011”’; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-

form.

3477. A letter from the Chairman of the
Council, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting Transmittal of D.C. ACT 19-155,
‘“Unemployment Compensation Funds Ap-
propriation Authorization Temporary Act of
2011”; to the Committee on Oversight and

Government Reform.

3478. A letter from the Wildlife Biologist,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Migratory Bird Hunting;
Early Seasons and Bag and Possession Lim-
its for Certain Migratory Game Birds in the
Contiguous United States, Alaska, Hawaii,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands [Docket
No.: FWS-R9-MB-2011-0014] (RIN: 1018-AX34)
received September 12, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

3479. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary — Land and Minerals Manage-
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Reorga-

nization of Title 30 [Docket ID: BOEM-2011-
0070] (RIN: 1010-AD79) received October 3,
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

3480. A letter from the management and
Program Analyst, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands Transitional Worker Classi-
fication [CIS No.: 2459-08; DHS Docket No.:
USCIS-2008-0038] (RIN: 1615-AB76) received
September 20, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

3481. A letter from the Office Chief, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Quarterly
Listings; Safety Zones, Security Zones, Spe-
cial Local Regulations, Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulations and Regulated Navigation
Areas [USCG-2011-0874] received September
22, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

3482. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Agusta S.p.A. Model
A109A and A109AII Helicopters [Docket No.:
FAA-2011-0861; Directorate Identifier 2010-
SW-092-AD; Amendment 39-16778; AD 2011-17-
14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received September 16,
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

3483. A letter from the Attorney, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Safety Zone;
Missouri River from the border between
Montana and North Dakota [Docket No.:
USCG-2011-0511] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received
September 27, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

3484. A letter from the FMCSA Regulatory
Ombudsman, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Parts and Accessories Necessary for Safe Op-
eration; Saddle-Mount Braking Require-
ments [Docket No.: FMCSA-2010-0271] (RIN:
2126-AB30) received September 23, 2011; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

3485. A letter from the Attorney — Advisor,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Safety Zone;
Thunder on Niagara, Niagara River, North
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