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February of 2009. In a rush to get the 
money out the door—ahead of a photo 
op with the Vice President—apparently 
mistakes were made, and in the early 
days of September of this year 
Solyndra filed bankruptcy. This is a 
story that is yet to be completely un-
derstood. But, Mr. Speaker, here’s the 
important part: 

For almost 6 months’ time, between 
February and July, the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce sought, unsuc-
cessfully, to have records delivered to 
it from the Office of Management and 
Budget and the Department of Energy. 
It should not take a subpoena from a 
congressional committee for branches 
of the executive branch to supply us 
those documents. When we have ques-
tions, they need to respond. When we 
ask for information, they need to 
produce. And certainly, when we have a 
hearing, they need to attend. 

It’s time for the Secretary of Energy 
to come before our committee, explain 
what he knew about this process, and 
clear the air once and for all for the 
American people. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HARRIS). Pursuant to clause 4 of rule I, 
the following enrolled bills were signed 
by Speaker pro tempore HARRIS on 
Thursday, September 29, 2011: 

H.R. 2005, to reauthorize the Com-
bating Autism Act of 2006; 

H.R. 2017, making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2012, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 4 p.m. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 4 p.m. 

f 

MAKING IN ORDER CONSIDER-
ATION OF SENATE AMENDMENT 
TO HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SEN-
ATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 2608, 
CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2012 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that it be in 
order to take from the Speaker’s table 
the bill (H.R. 2608) to provide for an ad-
ditional temporary extension of pro-
grams under the Small Business Act 
and the Small Business Investment Act 
of 1958, and for other purposes, with the 
Senate amendment to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment 

thereto, and to consider in the House, 
without intervention of any point of 
order, a motion offered by the chair of 
the Committee on Appropriations or 
his designee that the House concur in 
the Senate amendment to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment; 
that the Senate amendment be consid-
ered as read; that the motion be debat-
able for 1 hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations; and that the previous 
question be considered as ordered on 
the motion to its adoption without in-
tervening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

UTAH NATIONAL GUARD 
READINESS ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 686) to require the convey-
ance of certain public land within the 
boundaries of Camp Williams, Utah, to 
support the training and readiness of 
the Utah National Guard, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 686 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Utah National 
Guard Readiness Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LAND CONVEYANCE, CAMP WILLIAMS, 

UTAH. 
(a) CONVEYANCE REQUIRED.—Not later than 

120 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Bureau of Land Management, shall 
convey, without consideration, to the State of 
Utah all right, title, and interest of the United 
States in and to certain lands comprising ap-
proximately 420 acres, as generally depicted on 
a map entitled ‘‘Proposed Camp Williams Land 
Transfer’’ and dated June 14, 2011, which are 
located within the boundaries of the public 
lands currently withdrawn for military use by 
the Utah National Guard and known as Camp 
Williams, Utah, for the purpose of permitting 
the Utah National Guard to use the conveyed 
land as provided in subsection (c). 

(b) SUPERSEDENCE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER.—Ex-
ecutive Order No. 1922 of April 24, 1914, as 
amended by section 907 of the Camp W.G. Wil-
liams Land Exchange Act of 1989 (title IX of 
Public Law 101–628; 104 Stat. 4501), is hereby su-
perseded, only insofar as it affects the lands 
identified for conveyance to the State of Utah 
under subsection (a). 

(c) REVERSIONARY INTEREST.—The lands con-
veyed to the State of Utah under subsection (a) 
shall revert to the United States if the Secretary 
of Defense determines that the land, or any por-
tion thereof, is sold or attempted to be sold, or 
that the land, or any portion thereof, is used for 
non-National Guard or non-national defense 
purposes. 

(d) HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.—With respect to 
any portion of the land conveyed under sub-
section (a) that the Secretary of Defense deter-
mines is subject to reversion under subsection 
(c), if the Secretary of Defense also determines 
that the portion of the conveyed land contains 
hazardous materials, the State of Utah shall 
pay the United States an amount equal to the 
fair market value of that portion of the land, 
and the reversionary interest shall not apply to 
that portion of the land. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman 
from the Northern Mariana Islands 
(Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 

H.R. 686 is a bill I sponsored. It is a bi-
partisan bill, and it has the sponsor-
ship of all of the members of the Utah 
delegation, Republican and Democrat, 
and directs the Secretary of the Inte-
rior through the BLM to convey to the 
State of Utah lands that have been 
withdrawn for military use by the Utah 
National Guard and known as Camp 
Williams in Utah. 

The National Guard has had this fa-
cility and trained at Camp Williams 
since 1912. The 420 acres proposed for 
conveyance is located within the 
boundaries of Camp Williams and has 
already been withdrawn for military 
use by the National Guard. 

The transfer will simply open up 
property that is along one of the major 
corridors there to help support the 
military use of this camp. For obvious 
reasons, placing the land in the owner-
ship of the State will allow the State 
to bond for other facilities that need to 
be built there. The State of Utah will 
not bond for building facilities on land 
it does not own. So the transfer of title 
to those lands also expedites the build-
ing and expansion of Camp Williams 
and the training facilities to improve 
the readiness of the Utah National 
Guard. 

This conveyance without consider-
ation is consistent with other bills in 
which you are doing government to 
government conveyances. The bill in-
cludes a provision directing the land 
revert to Federal ownership if this 
property is not used for National Guard 
or national defense purposes. 
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So the bill was passed by the House 

by a voice vote last Congress. The ad-
ministration supports this bill. It was 
requested by the Utah National Guard. 
As I said, it is cosponsored by the en-
tire Utah delegation. 

I urge its adoption, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 686 
will transfer a parcel of Federal land to 
the State of Utah for use as part of a 
Utah National Guard facility. The bill 
specifies that the land would return to 
Federal ownership if it is no longer 
needed for national defense purposes. 

This legislation passed the House 
under Democratic leadership in both 
the 110th and 111th Congresses, and we 
support its passage again today. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I have no re-

quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to discuss H.R. 686, ‘‘Utah Na-
tional Guard Readiness Act.’’ The bill requires 
the conveyance of certain public land within 
the boundaries of Camp Williams, Utah, to 
support the training and readiness of the Utah 
National Guard. 

Our National Guard and in some instances 
combat soldiers of tomorrow must have ac-
cess to training. Our troops must receive the 
training they need prior to being deployed in 
combat zones. By allocating parcels of land 
for that purpose helps to ensure our nation’s 
security. Camp Williams, located 26 miles 
south of Salt Lake City, is a professional train-
ing environment operated by the Utah Army 
National Guard. The Utah Training Center 
consists of 24,000 acres of combat areas re-
sembling the same types of environments en-
countered by those currently serving in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Those facilities include small 
arms weapons firing ranges, artillery firing 
points, demolition, grenade and crew served 
weapon ranges. 

This parcel of land will allow for specialized 
winter, desert, mountain, and amphibious 
training. Urban environments include the Mac 
MOUT Shoot-house, dismounted/mounted ma-
neuver areas and the recently opened FOB. 
Leadership and individual training is enhanced 
by utilizing the rappel tower, leadership reac-
tion course and Afghan Village. This facility 
seems to be well equipped for training the 
Utah National Guard. 

The Utah National Guard has possessed fa-
cilities and trained at Camp Williams since 
1912. H.R. 686 would convey 420 acres of 
land within the boundaries of Camp Williams, 
without consideration. The acreage proposed 
for conveyance is already withdrawn for mili-
tary use by the Guard. This land transfer will 
open access to property along a major trans-
portation corridor with all the utilities and serv-
ices necessary to support expanded military 
use. The Utah National Guard already owns 
and operates several buildings, an air traffic 
control tower and a tactical airfield on portions 
of this property. Placing the land in the State’s 
name for use by the National Guard consoli-
dates ownership patterns in the headquarters 

area and allows the State of Utah to bond for 
future Guard facilities. Transfer of title to these 
lands expedites the building and expansion of 
Camp Williams training facilities and would im-
prove the readiness of the Utah National 
Guard. Additionally, the bill includes a provi-
sion directing that the land revert to federal 
ownership if it stops being used for National 
Guard or national defense purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 686, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

SKI AREA RECREATIONAL OPPOR-
TUNITY ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 
2011 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 765) to amend the National 
Forest Ski Area Permit Act of 1986 to 
clarify the authority of the Secretary 
of Agriculture regarding additional 
recreational uses of National Forest 
System land that is subject to ski area 
permits, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 765 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ski Area 
Recreational Opportunity Enhancement Act 
of 2011’’. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of this Act is to amend the 
National Forest Ski Area Permit Act of 1986 
(16 U.S.C. 497b)— 

(1) to enable snow-sports (other than nor-
dic and alpine skiing) to be permitted on Na-
tional Forest System land subject to ski 
area permits issued by the Secretary of Agri-
culture under section 3 of the National For-
est Ski Area Permit Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 
497b); and 

(2) to clarify the authority of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to permit appropriate 
additional seasonal or year-round rec-
reational activities and facilities on Na-
tional Forest System land subject to ski 
area permits issued by the Secretary of Agri-
culture under section 3 of the National For-
est Ski Area Permit Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 
497b). 
SEC. 3. SKI AREA PERMITS. 

Section 3 of the National Forest Ski Area 
Permit Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 497b) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘nordic 
and alpine ski areas and facilities’’ and in-
serting ‘‘ski areas and associated facilities’’; 

(2) in subsection (b), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘nordic and 
alpine skiing operations and purposes’’ and 
inserting ‘‘skiing and other snow sports and 
recreational uses authorized by this Act’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) 
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; 

(4) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) OTHER RECREATIONAL USES.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY.—Subject to 

the terms of a ski area permit issued pursu-
ant to subsection (b), the Secretary may au-
thorize a ski area permittee to provide such 
other seasonal or year-round natural re-
source-based recreational activities and as-
sociated facilities (in addition to skiing and 
other snow-sports) on National Forest Sys-
tem land subject to a ski area permit as the 
Secretary determines to be appropriate. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Each activity and fa-
cility authorized by the Secretary under 
paragraph (1) shall— 

‘‘(A) encourage outdoor recreation and en-
joyment of nature; 

‘‘(B) to the extent practicable— 
‘‘(i) harmonize with the natural environ-

ment of the National Forest System land on 
which the activity or facility is located; and 

‘‘(ii) be located within the developed por-
tions of the ski area; 

‘‘(C) be subject to such terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary determines to be ap-
propriate; and 

‘‘(D) be authorized in accordance with— 
‘‘(i) the applicable land and resource man-

agement plan; and 
‘‘(ii) applicable laws (including regula-

tions). 
‘‘(3) INCLUSIONS.—Activities and facilities 

that may, in appropriate circumstances, be 
authorized under paragraph (1) include— 

‘‘(A) zip lines; 
‘‘(B) mountain bike terrain parks and 

trails; 
‘‘(C) frisbee golf courses; and 
‘‘(D) ropes courses. 
‘‘(4) EXCLUSIONS.—Activities and facilities 

that are prohibited under paragraph (1) in-
clude— 

‘‘(A) tennis courts; 
‘‘(B) water slides and water parks; 
‘‘(C) swimming pools; 
‘‘(D) golf courses; and 
‘‘(E) amusement parks. 
‘‘(5) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not 

authorize any activity or facility under para-
graph (1) if the Secretary determines that 
the authorization of the activity or facility 
would result in the primary recreational pur-
pose of the ski area permit to be a purpose 
other than skiing and other snow-sports. 

‘‘(6) BOUNDARY DETERMINATION.—In deter-
mining the acreage encompassed by a ski 
area permit under subsection (b)(3), the Sec-
retary shall not consider the acreage nec-
essary for activities and facilities authorized 
under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(7) EFFECT ON EXISTING AUTHORIZED AC-
TIVITIES AND FACILITIES.—Nothing in this 
subsection affects any activity or facility 
authorized by a ski area permit in effect on 
the date of enactment of this subsection dur-
ing the term of the permit.’’; 

(5) by striking subsection (d) (as redesig-
nated by paragraph (3)), and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(d) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall promulgate reg-
ulations to implement this section.’’; and 

(6) in subsection (e) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (3)), by striking ‘‘the National En-
vironmental Policy Act, or the Forest and 
Rangelands Renewable Resources Planning 
Act as amended by the National Forest Man-
agement Act’’ and inserting ‘‘the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.) and the Forest and Rangeland 
Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974 
(16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.)’’. 
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