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than by bipartisan concern. Grant
them grace to listen to one another
with open hearts and minds. May the
clarity and charity of their words re-
flect respect for their colleagues. May
their decisions of today not become fu-
ture apologies, but may they be a
statement of this Congress’ character,
their firm resolve, and a hope for a bet-
ter America.

All this we ask in the name of Jesus
Christ, Your Son, and our Savior.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SIRES) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. SIRES led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed bills of the
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 846. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located at 80 Lafayette
Street in Jefferson City, Missouri, as the
Christopher S. Bond United States Court-
house.

S. 1406. An act to designate the United
States courthouse under construction at 510
19th Street, Bakersfield, California, as the
Myron Donovan Crocker United States
Courthouse.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the request of the
House that the Senate return to the
House the bill (H.R. 1309) ““An Act to
extend the authorization of the na-
tional flood insurance program, to
achieve reforms to improve the finan-
cial integrity and stability of the pro-
gram, and to increase the role of pri-
vate markets in the management of
flood insurance risk, and for other
purposes.”.

———

WELCOMING PASTOR RICK
POSTELL

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. KING-
STON) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, our
guest chaplain today is Mr. Rick
Postell from Brunswick, Georgia. Rick
is a native of Gastonia, North Carolina,
and received his BS in business man-
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agement from Troy State University
and later a master’s degree in theology
from Beacon University in Columbus,
Georgia. He currently lives in Bruns-
wick, Georgia, with his wife, Amy, and
their three children.

After graduating from school, Rick
served in the United States Air Force
base at Moody Air Force from 1981 to
1986. He traveled extensively well in
the Air Force and worked on the air-
craft maintenance unit while at Moody
facilitating F-4 Phantom aircraft.

After his service in the Air Force,
Rick served in the United States Post
Office from 1986 to 2000. And then he
joined the staff of Christian Renewal
Church in Brunswick. He currently
teaches religious studies at Heritage
Christian Academy in Brunswick and
has served as guest chaplain not only
with us here today but in the Georgia
State legislature on the Senate and on
the House side.

He travels extensively and has been
to Mexico many times on mission trips.
His wife, Amy, is with him today along
with 18-year-old Sam and 16-year-old
Charlie and 14-year-old Hayley.

Ladies and gentlemen, please wel-
come with me Pastor Rick Postell.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Alabama). The Chair will
now entertain up to 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

ANOTHER GLITCH

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the Hill
newspaper recently reported that

there’s another prominent glitch in
last year’s health care law. Millions of
families could struggle to purchase in-
surance because of the sloppy manner
in which the bill was written.

The law mandates that every indi-
vidual pay insurance. If the insurance
offered by an employer is deemed af-
fordable by the government, then an
employee must purchase it. However,
the Federal Government will only look
at the individual plans offered by com-
panies—not the family plans. While the
plan for an individual may be afford-
able, the family plan could be signifi-
cantly more expensive.

Correcting this mistake in the law
would mean at least $50 billion more
per year in government subsidies. The
President told the American people
that the new health care law would not
increase the deficit. Now we find yet
another example of how this bill will
cost both American families and the
Federal Government far more than
what was claimed.

Clearly, we need full repeal before
this law full of glitches and mandates
is fully implemented, bankrupting fam-
ilies and the government.

H5591

GOP ADULT MOMENT IS LONG
OVERDUE

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, members of the House leader-
ship have walked away from the nego-
tiating table three times and continue
to push their plan to cut Medicare, So-
cial Security, and Medicaid benefits,
protect the top 2 percent of Americans
at the expense of 98 percent of our fam-
ilies, pass a short-term deal that would
lead to credit downgrade, higher inter-
est rates, and a tax hike on every
American and repeat this crisis next
year.

Let me read you some emails that
I’ve received:

“I’'m a disabled b57-year-old gen-
tleman who is restricted in a wheel-
chair. I thank God I live in a country
where I am able to receive disability
income like millions of other disabled
Americans and Social Security recipi-
ents. I'm afraid if the Republican lead-
ership gets their way, I'll soon be liv-
ing on the street.

“I’'m very concerned that the default
would cause even more dire straits for
the average homeowner/worker than
even currently exists. That does not
even count the repercussions that
would result from higher interest
rates, falling dollar in the global econ-
omy, and lower earnings on annuities
and other investments, such as de-
creasing principles.”

What we need is not a Republican
plan or a Democratic plan; we need an
American plan to deal with our debt
that will take care of it so we don’t
have all of these dire consequences
next Tuesday.

————

SPENDING CUTS SAVED CANADA—
NOT HIGHER TAXES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, in The Wall Street Journal,
Fred Barnes documented on July 21
that in 1993 Canada faced a fiscal dis-
aster similar to the one we’re facing
today. Government spending was on
the rise, huge deficits were setting
peacetime records, the economy was
stagnant, an unemployment rate that
was around 9 percent with interest pay-
ments on debt using 35 cents of every
tax dollar.

The newly elected Prime Minister in
1993 listened to the voters by stating,
“Canadians have told us they want the
deficit brought down by reducing gov-
ernment spending, not by raising taxes,
and we agree.”’

By cutting spending, the Canadian
economy roared back from 1995 to 1998
and turned a $36.6 billion deficit into a
$3 billion surplus. The Prime Minister
was able to put aside partisan politics
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and listen to the wishes of the Cana-
dian people.

By leading in a manner that cut
spending instead of raising taxes, the
Prime Minister put Canada first. Our
President should change from his failed
policies and stop tax increases and de-
stroying jobs.

————
REID VERSUS BOEHNER

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, we have less
than 1 week to prevent our Nation
from defaulting on its loans. Rather
than focusing on a compromise, the
majority has come up with yet another
irresponsible plan to raise the debt
ceiling and slash funding from pro-
grams that matter most to seniors and
the middle class.

First, their budget tried to end Medi-
care and gut Medicaid, all the while
protecting tax breaks for Big 0Oil and
corporations that send jobs overseas.
Then it was the so-called Cut, Cap, and
Balance to achieve the same objec-
tives.

Now the Speaker has put forward an-
other plan that seeks the same goals so
they can impose cuts on Medicare and
Medicaid as well as set their sights on
Social Security. This plan will keep
the crisis going with a temporary in-
crease in the debt ceiling, leaving the
cloud of uncertainty over our economy.

We need to instead focus on the com-
promise plan that Majority Leader
REID has presented to extend the debt
ceiling through 2012 to provide cer-
tainty to the markets without hurting
the economic recovery, as well as pro-
tect Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Se-
curity from cuts.

Mr. Speaker, we must accept the
compromise plan to raise the debt ceil-
ing in order to prevent another reces-
sion and save jobs in America.

———
O 1210

EPA GREEN MONEY GOES TO
CHINA. HUH?

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, over
the past 10 years, the EPA has sent al-
most $100 million in taxpayer money to
fund green projects in foreign coun-
tries. In 2010 alone, the EPA gave 18
grants to our good friends, the Chinese.
Why does the EPA do that? We owe the
Chinese over $1 trillion. Why are we
adding to our debt in misguided hopes
that they can clean up the smoggy
skies in China with American grant
money? There is more. Why is the
Breathe Easy, Jakarta program in In-
donesia the responsibility of the tax-
payers in Houston, Texas? Well, it’s
not. I don’t breathe easier knowing
green money from the U.S. is financing
green development in Indonesia.

At a time when we are facing ‘‘some-
what’ of a financial problem, we can’t
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afford to be trying to green the rest of
the world too. I'm for protecting our
environment, but we do not have the
money to spend in hopes of controlling
pollution in other countries. Let’s
green America first, not China.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

JOBS

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, in the
over 200 days since the majority has
controlled this House, they have yet to
bring a bill to the floor that would cre-
ate jobs or help working families, not
one. Not one bill to create jobs and
build a stronger economy for the fu-
ture. Not one bill to invest in edu-
cation, innovation, or infrastructure.
Instead, we have a partisan agenda to
unfairly burden the middle class with
deep cuts while preserving tax cuts for
the wealthy and loopholes for Big Oil
and corporations that ship jobs over-
seas. And to make things worse, the
majority is threatening to force an un-
precedented default on our Nation’s
debt.

A default would destroy close to
700,000 jobs, spike interest rates on
credit cards and mortgages, and cause
untold damage to our struggling econ-
omy. This is not what the markets are
looking for, and it’s certainly not what
the American people want. They want
us to help create jobs and reduce the
deficit. They want us to compromise on
a fair and balanced approach that
doesn’t just kick the can down the
road. The American people are asking
us today to put aside our differences
for the good of this country. I support
this responsible approach and urge my
colleagues to do the same.

———

THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW

(Mr. BUCHANAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica stands on the brink of our Nation’s
first default in history. Our economy is
struggling. The Federal Government
borrows $188 million every hour of
every day.

For too 1long, both parties have
turned a blind eye to our government’s
budgetary mess. Washington needs to
show the American people that we can
deal with these challenges today and in
the future. So far, it has failed to do so.

Congress and the President need to
quit the partisan games and do what’s
in the best interest of America. The
time to act is now. The American peo-
ple demand nothing less.

————

BOEHNER DEBT LIMIT PROPOSAL

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

July 27, 2011

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently heard from a long-term care fa-
cility in my district that is set to build
an additional location, creating over
100 construction jobs and increasing
the number of seniors able to receive
quality care. The financing was in
place. But when my constituent met
with his bank this week about moving
forward, the bank put the deal on hold.
With the threat of a U.S. default unre-
solved, the bank was concerned that
the facility’s payments from Medicare
and Medicaid would stop, leaving them
unable to repay their loan.

A 6-month extension, like the one
being proposed, won’t help my con-
stituent reassure his bank or create
the kind of long-term certainty needed
in this still-fragile economy. I urge my
colleagues to reject short-term pro-
posals that push us to the brink of de-
fault again and again and call on the
House to pass a plan that reduces the
deficit while providing real long-term
economic certainty to our financial
markets, to our small businesses, and
to the American people who need the
jobs these businesses create.

———

DON'T FALL FOR THESE
ACCOUNTING TRICKS

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
in the midst of all the talk about rais-
ing the debt ceiling, I don’t hear any-
one talking about the most important
factor in this equation, our
unsustainable National debt. Everyone
is focused on raising the debt ceiling,
but if we truly want to get our econ-
omy back on its feet, we need to begin
paying off the debt that President
Obama and his predecessors have cre-
ated.

It’s obvious that our Democrat lead-
ers in the White House and the Senate
care more about making campaign
speeches than about the livelihoods of
the American people. Liberals want to
raise taxes, but of course not until
after the elections. And they want to
sham us with talks about future cuts
that we will never see materialize. It’s
like one big Ponzi scheme, and they’re
trying to get the American people to
buy into it.

We need spending cuts now, and we
need to pay down our outrageous debt.
I urge both my colleagues and the
American people not to fall for these
accounting tricks.

——

WE CAN REVIVE THE AMERICAN
DREAM

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, it’s
been 29 weeks since Republicans took
control of the House, and yet they have
failed to bring a single jobs bill to the
floor. In fact, I just learned that their
proposals are estimated to cost another
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