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of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 2584) making appropria-
tions for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2012, and for other purposes, had come
to no resolution thereon.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1938, NORTH AMERICAN-
MADE ENERGY SECURITY ACT

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-181) on the resolution (H.
Res. 370) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1938) to direct the Presi-
dent to expedite the consideration and
approval of the construction and oper-
ation of the Keystone XL, oil pipeline,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

—————

FBI DIRECTOR EXTENSION ACT,
2011

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 1103) to extend the term of the
incumbent Director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1103

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) on May 12, 2011, the President requested
that Congress extend the term of Robert S.
Mueller III as Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation by 2 years, citing the crit-
ical need for continuity and stability at the
Federal Bureau of Investigation in the face
of ongoing threats to the United States and
leadership transitions at the Federal agen-
cies charged with protecting national secu-
rity;

(2) in light of the May 1, 2011, successful
operation against Osama bin Laden, the con-
tinuing threat to national security, and the
approaching 10th anniversary of the attacks
of September 11, 2001, the President’s request
for a limited, 1-time exception to the term
limit of the Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, in these exceptional cir-
cumstances, is appropriate; and

(3) this Act is intended to provide a 1-time
exception to the 10-year statutory limit on
the term of the Director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation in light of the Presi-
dent’s request and existing exceptional cir-
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cumstances, and is not intended to create a
precedent.

SEC. 2. CREATION OF NEW TERM OF SERVICE
FOR THE OFFICE OF DIRECTOR OF
THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES-
TIGATION.

Section 1101 of the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (28 U.S.C. 532
note) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘“(c)(1) Effective on the date of enactment
of this subsection, a new term of service for
the office of Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation shall be created, which shall
begin on or after August 3, 2011, and continue
until September 4, 2013. Notwithstanding the
second sentence of subsection (b) of this sec-
tion, the incumbent Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation on the date of enact-
ment of this subsection shall be eligible to
be appointed to the new term of service pro-
vided for by this subsection, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, and only
for that new term of service. Nothing in this
subsection shall prevent the President, by
and with the advice of the Senate, from ap-
pointing an individual, other than the in-
cumbent Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, to a 10-year term of service
subject to the provisions of subsection (b)
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section.

‘“(2) The individual who is the incumbent
in the office of the Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation on the date of enact-
ment of this subsection may not serve as Di-
rector after September 4, 2013.

‘“(8) With regard to the individual who is
the incumbent in the office of the Director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation on the
date of enactment of this subsection, the sec-
ond sentence of subsection (b) shall not
apply.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on S. 1103, currently under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this September 11
marks the 10-year anniversary of the
worst terrorist attack in U.S. history.
America is fortunate not to have suf-
fered another attack of such magnitude
and devastation in the past decade.
America has remained safe but not be-
cause those who are determined to
deny us our freedoms and destroy our
way of life have given up. We are safe
because of the men and women who
serve our country with devotion and
distinction—those who serve in our
Armed Forces, our intelligence com-
munity, and our law enforcement agen-
cies.

These public servants and their fami-
lies make tremendous sacrifices to
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keep us safe and to keep terrorists on
the run. Their work is often unrecog-
nized and underappreciated. In addition
to ensuring that terrorists are denied
victory, some of our public servants
also protect us from crime and ensure
that justice is served.

The agency that is charged with this
unique duty is the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The FBI director is lim-
ited to a 10-year nonrenewable term.
Congress imposed this restriction to
ensure political independence and to
act as a restraint on unbridled power
and the potential for misuse of that
power.

In just a few weeks, the current FBI
director, Robert S. Mueller, III, will
conclude his 10-year term. The Presi-
dent has asked for a one-time 2-year
extension for Mr. Mueller to ensure
continuity in America’s national secu-
rity team. The killing of Osama bin
Laden and personnel changes in key
national security posts make these un-
usual times that justify a short-term
extension.

Director Mueller has shown himself a
dedicated public servant who has kept
terrorists at bay and reduced crime.

Mr. Mueller assumed leadership of
the FBI on September 4, 2001, just 1
week prior to the attacks of September
11, 2001. During his tenure, he has re-
formed the FBI to ensure that it is able
to address not only terrorist threats,
but also threats posed by traditional
criminals. This request for an exten-
sion was made not by Mr. Mueller but
by the President of the United States.

Mr. Mueller has agreed to accept this
extension if it is approved by Congress.
It’s not every day that the House, the
Senate, and the White House can agree,
but this is something we all can agree
is essential.

This bill creates a new, one time only
2-year term of service for the director
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Mr. Mueller will be eligible to be ap-
pointed to this new term of service
with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate. The Senate will hold a confirma-
tion vote after the President signs this
bill.

This new term would expire on Sep-
tember 4, 2013, after which, Mr. Mueller
would no longer serve as director. This
bill does not prevent the President
from appointing a different individual
to a new tenured term by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate.

If the President wants to continue
the services of the incumbent, this bill
allows that to happen for a limited
time and in a constitutional manner. 1
urge my colleagues to support this bill
to continue the service of FBI Director
Robert S. Mueller, III, for an additional
2 years.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

0 1910

I am pleased to join with the chair-
man of the committee in support of the
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Senate bill that would allow for the ex-
tension of the term of FBI Director
Robert Mueller whose 10-year term ex-
pires on August 2.

On May 12 of this year, President
Obama announced his desire to extend
that term by 2 years. At the time, the
President said, ‘““‘In his 10 years at the
FBI, Bob Mueller has set the gold
standard for leading the bureau. Given
the ongoing threats facing the United
States, as well as the leadership transi-
tions at other agencies like the Defense
Department and Central Intelligence
Agency, I believe continuity and sta-
bility at the FBI is critical at this
time.”

I agree with the President’s remarks,
and I am confident that Director
Mueller will continue to work with in-
tegrity and respect for Americans’
rights as he ensures the safety of the
American people. The Nation needs,
now as much as at any time in our his-
tory, an FBI that is capable of a multi-
faceted mission to best protect us from
a variety of criminal threats, which
has been proven under Mueller’s leader-
ship. I congratulate him on his note-
worthy 10-year term and look forward
to continuing to work with him and
with the Committee on the Judiciary.

The job of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation is critical, and that agency
must have experienced and capable
leadership. There are many threats
which the FBI must concentrate its
limited resources on, ranging from
interstate violent crime, organized
crime, human trafficking, exploitation
of children, corporate fraud, mortgage
fraud, cybercrime, and domestic ter-
rorism.

As time advances, so do the demands
we place on the FBI and its agents
across the country. We appreciate the
difficulty the Director must face when
determining how to allocate resources.
As these demands grow and the nature
of the threats evolve, I hope the FBI
will maintain an appropriate degree of
focus on the types of crime that impact
average Americans every day, whether
it be fraud against seniors, corporate
officers defrauding investors, civil
rights violations by those who abuse
power, theft of individual identities, or
electronic intrusions into people’s pri-
vacy.

Director Mueller is the right person
to continue to lead the Federal Bureau
of Investigation in confronting these
challenges at this time. He has proven
himself to be honest, frank, and com-
mitted to the rule of law.

While this extension is unusual, it is
important that we grant it so that we
have continuity in the leadership of
the FBI at this critical time. I urge
support of this important measure.

I yield 2 minutes to our distinguished
Member from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. As a
member of the Homeland Security
Committee, I want to join my col-
leagues on the Judiciary Committee,
on which I also serve, to note the
uniqueness of our times. There’s a
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point that I think is very important
about the continuity of existing FBI
Director Mueller; and that is that we
live not only in dangerous times, but
we also live in times where resources
are being strained. Questions are being
raised about the resources necessary
for law enforcement; and certainly a
leader who wunderstands the broad
needs of the American public and the
collaborative needs, collaborating with
other law enforcement because of past
experiences, is very important.

Mr. Mueller, in his 10 years, has had
collaborative efforts with all of the
Federal law enforcement agencies and
has opened up a dialogue between local
and State law enforcement agencies.
Just ask New York to tell you how im-
portant that is; ask Texas or a number
of our other large States with assets
that are in the eye of the storm of po-
tential terrorist acts.

So I join with my colleagues and ac-
knowledge the leadership of the Presi-
dent for asking the FBI Director to
stay for 2 extra years and that this
does not undermine the 10-year term
that is by law. I ask colleagues to sup-
port this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of S.
1103, a bill to extend the term of the incum-
bent Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI). Director Robert Mueller has
shown extraordinary leadership, and made
fundamental changes to the FBI for the better
protection of the American people.

Director Mueller has a long and distin-
guished history of public service. After com-
pleting college, he joined the United States
Marine Corps, and is a decorated Vietnam
veteran. Director Mueller served as the Chief
of the Criminal Division in the U.S. Attorney’s
office in San Francisco, and prosecuted cases
of financial fraud, corruption and terrorism as
the Assistant U.S. Attorney in Boston, before
being named U.S. Attorney in San Francisco.

President Bush nominated Mr. Mueller as
the sixth FBI Director on September 4, 2001,
just one week prior to the attacks of Sep-
tember 11. Director Mueller has since led the
Bureau in modernizing its approach to law en-
forcement, and developed an intelligence driv-
en organization with a focus on prevention. By
centralizing intelligence management, and co-
ordinating intelligence and counterterrorism ef-
forts, Director Mueller has improved the effec-
tiveness of his agency.

Over the last ten years, Director Mueller has
overseen the transformation of the FBI, from a
reactive investigatory agency, to a far more
proactive bureau that uses intelligence to seek
out threats before they materialize. His vision-
ary leadership has increased collaboration be-
tween the FBI and other intelligence gathering
agencies, including foreign partners, estab-
lished partnerships between the bureau, busi-
nesses, private industry stakeholders, and the
general public, and greatly increased commu-
nication between FBI field offices and state
and local law enforcement bodies.

During his tenure leading the agency, Direc-
tor Mueller has increased resources to combat
the threat of terrorism, without neglecting its
other duties. Just last week, the FBI arrested
16 individuals for engaging in cyber attacks.
Last Thursday, the FBI, along with the Drug
Enforcement Agency, and other Federal law
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enforcement bodies, arrested over 70 individ-
uals connected with La Familia Michoacana,
one of the most violent drug trafficking organi-
zations in Mexico. Additionally, in the past
week, FBI efforts led to indictments on
charges of drug trafficking, international kid-
napping and coercion, and human trafficking.

Under Director Mueller’s leadership, the FBI
has made unprecedented improvements to
face the challenges of hatred and global ter-
rorism; the agency has thwarted a plot to det-
onate a bomb in the Sears Tower, arrested in-
dividuals engaged in a massive recruiting ef-
fort to attract young people to jihadist groups,
and stopped an attack on Fort Dix. Director
Mueller and his agency have achieved these,
and a litany of other accomplishments, without
asking for applause or recognition.

The FBI is America’s primary federal agency
responsible for investigating and preventing
acts of terrorism. Now, more than ever, when
we are faced with aggression from an enemy
intent on destroying our way of life, the leader
of the FBI must be able to meet the chal-
lenges ahead. The future of our nation is not
entirely of our choosing; we are faced with an
assault on our principles and freedoms we did
not seek to galvanize, and a confrontation with
intolerance and evil we did not expect. With
strategic and forward looking leaders like Di-
rector Mueller, we will overcome these chal-
lenges.

As a senior Member of the Committee on
Homeland Security, | agree with the Presi-
dent’s recommendation that extending Director
Mueller's term for two additional years will
greatly benefit our national security. | am
pleased at the bipartisan support that this leg-
islation has received.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 1103.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RESTORING GI BILL FAIRNESS
ACT OF 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendments to the bill
(H.R. 1383) to temporarily preserve
higher rates for tuition and fees for
programs of education at non-public in-
stitutions of higher learning pursued
by individuals enrolled in the Post-9/11
Educational Assistance Program of the
Department of Veterans Affairs before
the enactment of the Post-9/11 Vet-
erans Educational Assistance Improve-
ments Act of 2010, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendments
is as follows:

On page 3, strike lines 10 and 11 and insert
the following:
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