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The EPA should just head on down 

the road and leave this regulation in 
the dust. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

Today, March 2, 2011, marks Texas 
Independence Day. A hundred and sev-
enty-five years ago, the Texas Declara-
tion of Independence was ratified by 
the Convention of 1836 on Washington- 
on-the-Brazos in Texas. This is an im-
portant day for Texas, and patriotic 
Texans observe this occasion with 
great pride. 

In 1824, a military dictatorship took 
over in Mexico abolishing the Mexican 
constitution. The new military dicta-
torship refused to provide trial by jury, 
freedom of religion, public education 
for their citizens, and allowed for the 
confiscation of firearms—this last one 
particularly intolerable, particularly 
for Texans. 

The Texas Declaration of Independ-
ence states that Texas’ government 
had been ‘‘forcibly changed, without 
their consent, from a restricted federa-
tive republic, composed of sovereign 
states, to a consolidated central mili-
tary despotism.’’ It stated that because 
of the injustice of Santa Anna’s tyran-
nical government, Texans were sev-
ering their connection with the Mexi-
can nation and declaring themselves ‘‘a 
free, sovereign, and independent repub-
lic fully invested with all the rights 
and attributes’’ that belong to inde-
pendent nations; and a declaration that 
they ‘‘fiercely and confidently’’ com-
mitted their decision to ‘‘the Supreme 
Arbiter of the destinies of Nations.’’ 

b 1030 

The Texas Declaration of Independ-
ence was needed because this military 
dictatorship had ceased to protect the 
lives, liberty, and property of the peo-
ple of Texas. Failure to provide these 
basic rights violated the sacred con-
tract between a government and the 
people, and Texans at that time, and 
want to still today, stand up for their 
rights. In response, the Mexican army 
marched to Texas, waging a war on the 
land and the people, enforcing the de-
crees of the military dictatorship with 
brute force and without any demo-
cratic legitimacy. 

Today, 175 years later, Texas Presi-
dent and Governor of Texas, Sam Hous-
ton, and other delegates signed the 
Texas Declaration of Independence. 
General Santa Anna’s army besieged 
the independence forces at the Alamo 
in San Antonio. Four days after the 
signing of this Declaration of Independ-
ence, the Alamo fell with her com-
mander, Lieutenant Colonel William 
Barret Travis, and former Tennessee 
Congressman Davy Crockett and ap-
proximately 200 other Texas defenders. 

All these men were killed in action in 
a heroic sacrifice for Texas freedom. 

If this tragedy were not enough, 
weeks later Santa Anna’s Army mas-
sacred 300 unarmed Texans at Goliad 
on March 27 of 1836. In a dramatic turn-
around, Texans achieved their inde-
pendence several weeks later on April 
21, 1836. Roughly 900 members of the 
Texan army overpowered a much larger 
Mexican army in a surprise attack at 
the Battle of San Jacinto in Harris 
County, Texas. This battle is memori-
alized along the San Jacinto River 
with the San Jacinto Monument in our 
congressional district. The monu-
ment’s larger than the monument here 
in Washington, the Washington Monu-
ment. Sam Houston High School, 
which we have a lot of schools in our 
district named for Sam Houston, actu-
ally received a Texas historical marker 
about 3 weeks ago. 

Today we give thanks to the many 
Texans that sacrificed for the freedom 
we enjoy today. God bless Texas and 
God bless America. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 32 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God of the Universe, Our Hope 
in times of testing, Our Consolation 
and Strength always, while this Cham-
ber goes about its work to establish se-
curity and good order for the Nation, 
breathe forth a new Spirit of creativity 
and learning in the hearts of Your peo-
ple and guide the course of world 
events. 

By drawing closer to Your Holy Will 
and revealed Word, may the hidden 
treasures of lasting freedom empower 
Your people to seek the truth and do 
what is right in conscience so we may 
witness to Your presence in our midst 
both now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 

CARNAHAN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CARNAHAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has agreed to without 
amendment a Joint Resolution of the 
House of the following title: 

H.J. Res. 44. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2011, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 388. An act to prohibit Members of Con-
gress and the President from receiving pay 
during Government shutdowns. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

GAO REPORT ON WASTEFUL 
SPENDING 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday the Government Account-
ability Office released a report detail-
ing billions of dollars of waste in the 
Federal Government. Redundant and 
ineffective programs infect the govern-
ment like a plague. For too long, Con-
gress has punted on its responsibility 
to rein in wasteful spending. And when 
I read this report, I had the same feel-
ing as my constituents did. I hated it. 

According to the report, there are 15 
agencies implementing Federal laws on 
food safety. There are 80 different pro-
grams and numerous agencies that 
work on economic development, 24 
Federal agencies for information tech-
nology, and 82 programs dealing with 
teacher quality across multiple agen-
cies. What is this costing us? Billions. 
Who’s paying for it? You guessed it, 
the American taxpayer. 

The American taxpayers’ dollars are 
being wasted by keeping these redun-
dant programs on the books. We should 
immediately begin looking at ways to 
eliminate redundancy, stop wasting 
billions of tax dollars, and allow hard-
working Americans to keep more of 
what they earn. 

f 

SPENDING CUTS 

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. I rise today to offer 
some truth on the Republican spending 
bill. Over 300 economists believe the 
Republican bill to cut $61 billion in 
midyear would eliminate 700,000 Amer-
ican jobs and shrink economic growth 
by 2 percent just this year. These are 
shortsighted cuts that could threaten 
our economy and our economic com-
petitiveness. Our goal should be job 
creation, not job destruction. 

Our Republican colleagues only care 
about cutting, without regard to where 
the cuts come from, how they nega-
tively affect American families, or how 
detrimental they could be for our econ-
omy. This is not governing. Spending 
cuts should not be politically moti-
vated or economically harmful. 

We do need to cut spending to reduce 
our deficit, but these cuts must be tar-
geted, and they must be responsible. 
They shouldn’t cut into our core obli-
gations to our seniors, to our safety, or 
to our future. Our Nation’s economy 
and our economic growth depends on 
investing in education, infrastructure, 
and innovation, all critical to private 
sector competitiveness. Balancing 
spending cuts with sound investments 
is the only way to ensure job growth 
and new jobs. It’s time for the Repub-
licans to move beyond political rhet-
oric to actions that really work to 
grow our economy. 

f 

MEDICAID COSTS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, in the com-
ing years the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania will have to find $2 billion ad-
ditional to pay for ObamaCare’s man-
dated Medicaid increases. There is lit-
tle flexibility in State budgets this 
year, and Pennsylvania, like many 
States, will have to make up a signifi-
cant budget gap this year. The entire 
State budget is only $29 billion. Adding 
$2 billion more means significant cuts 
in services or significant tax increases. 

Pennsylvania is not alone. According 
to a new report released yesterday, this 
expansion will cost States $118 billion 
additional. That is twice what was just 
recently estimated by CBO. We want to 
provide good health care, but we also 
want to educate our children, keep citi-
zens safe, and maintain our rails and 
roads. Our State governments must be 
more than just health care providers. 
We must provide governors with the 
flexibility to determine the needs of 
their States. 

Under ObamaCare, Medicaid is more 
rigid and more expensive, and an even 
greater burden on States struggling to 
balance their budgets. 

f 

NO GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I voted for a 2-week compromise 
to keep our government’s most vital 
programs running while we negotiate 
an agreement to cut the deficit with-
out hurting our fragile economic recov-
ery. Why? Because a government shut-
down would profoundly hurt all Ameri-
cans, and we need time to work to-
gether to avoid that. 

Fifteen years ago, a hyperpartisan 
Congress shut down our national gov-
ernment for ideological reasons and 
furloughed over 8,500 jobs in my home-
town of St. Louis. And just this morn-
ing, the St. Louis Post Dispatch re-
ported that a shutdown could put as 
many as 38,000 people out of work in 
our region. 

Let’s have a serious and spirited de-
bate about cutting redtape and duplica-
tion and finding common sense solu-
tions. Let’s focus on the priorities of 
the American people: creating jobs and 
cutting the deficit. We should do so by 
looking at three principles. Will it cre-
ate jobs? Will it help the middle class 
and working Americans and our retir-
ees? And finally, will it lower the def-
icit? 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
passing a funding resolution that 
meets these essential goals. Our con-
stituents deserve no less. 

f 

REPEAL THE 1099 REPORTING 
REQUIREMENT 

(Mr. GIBSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to fight for the job creators in 
my district. Small businesses and fam-
ily farms in upstate New York are al-
ready struggling to survive in these 
tough economic times. We in the Con-
gress can help by attacking the impedi-
ments to their profitability: high 
taxes, onerous regulations, and spi-
raling health care and energy costs. 

Today I rise in support of the repeal 
of the 1099 reporting requirement that 
was included in the government-centric 
health care bill passed last year. This 
new government mandate is set to re-
quire our small businesses to issue de-
tailed tax information for each vendor 
with whom they do business beyond 
$600. Some of our small business own-
ers have hundreds of these vendors, and 
this new onerous requirement is abso-
lutely unnecessary and would add more 
burden to an already stressed bottom 
line. 

I look forward to standing with the 
small businesses and farms in my dis-
trict tomorrow by casting a vote to re-
peal the 1099 provision. 

f 
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SUPPORT PUBLIC WORKERS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, this 1-minute is from the 
heart, and it disturbs me and baffles 
me for a country that I love. I don’t be-
lieve there is anything more precious 
than for Members to stand up and 
pledge allegiance to this great Nation 
and to be taught as children about the 
American Dream. 

That’s why Democrats have focused 
their life journey on creating jobs for 
Americans. That’s why we don’t want 
to engage in frivolous budgeting that 
causes us to lose jobs. 

But why are Governor Walker of Wis-
consin, Governor Kasich of Ohio and 
Governor Daniels of Indiana demoniz-
ing the American Dream, demonizing 
workers, teachers, transit workers, po-
lice and firefighters? Does anyone 
know that Wisconsin public workers of-
fered $100 million last year to be able 
to help the State and have already 
committed to helping them this year? 
But, no, union busting is not union 
busting. It is quashing the American 
Dream, making it a crime to organize 
workers. 

What is America? I beg of them to 
stand against this kind of dastardly 
act. Democrats are fighting for jobs. 
Where is the American Dream? 

f 

NATIONAL FRAGILE X 
FOUNDATION ADVOCACY DAY 

(Mr. HARPER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
thrilled today to welcome over 125 ad-
vocates from 40 States with the Na-
tional Fragile X Foundation to Capitol 
Hill. 

Today the fragile X community will 
visit their Members to promote aware-
ness, improved research and more effi-
cient treatments for fragile X-associ-
ated disorders. This disorder is linked 
to a mutation on the X chromosome 
and is the most commonly inherited 
form of intellectual disabilities. 

Mr. Speaker, as you may know, this 
is a very personal and emotional issue 
for my family, as my 21-year-old son, 
Livingston, has fragile X syndrome. I 
am honored to have Livingston with 
me today in Washington to help me 
share our family’s story about this 
condition. 

While we understand the challenges 
facing Congress, we ask you to con-
tinue to support Federal investments 
in fragile X-specific research, discovery 
and public health priorities. 

f 

CONTINUING RESOLUTION AND 
JOB LOSS 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, Republicans 
have been in charge for 8 weeks, and 
this Chamber has taken 154 votes, yet 
we still see no signs of job creation or 
a jobs plan. 
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