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UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1874

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I rise
to ask unanimous consent of all of my
colleagues. Before I explain the unani-
mous consent request, I will give a lit-
tle bit of background to S. 1874, which
Senator SNOWE and I have worked on
for some time because of our mutual
interest in making the HUBZone proc-
ess for rural economic development
work better.

When this process occurs with each
census, there is a 2-year nightmare of
redtape before communities that
should benefit from this economic de-
velopment opportunity have the ability
to do so. Across the country right now,
we have rural communities that abso-
lutely need to benefit from this most
recent census. They have high unem-
ployment rates. They are hit hard by
the drop in exports. They are hit hard
by the collapse of the housing commu-
nities. Sawmills have shut down. Paper
mills have shut down.

So many folks come to this floor to
talk about cutting redtape and talk
about helping the economy in the heart
of rural America. They come to this
floor and they talk about how impor-
tant economic development and jobs
are. And this is a little fix that takes 1
year out of the bureaucracy. That is
why Senator SNOWE and I have worked
together on this process.

Now, twice we have brought this for-
ward, and twice it has been cleared by
every Member of this body. Neither
time did it make it into a bill that got
to the President’s desk. So we are com-
ing back once more to say: Let com-
mon sense prevail to fix the entangle-
ment in the bureaucracy that is taking
away opportunities for rural America.
Let’s put an end to that today.

I will defer to my colleague to speak,
and then we will ask for unanimous
consent.

I yield to the Senator from Maine.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I wish to
thank the Senator from Oregon regard-
ing this critical issue we have been
working on for a considerable period of
time and that thought we had really
cleared on both sides. This language is
mightily important to improving the
rural economies of this country, par-
ticularly because it would expedite the
HUBZone designation to allow busi-
nesses in those HUBzones to provide
jobs by virtue of the fact that they
would get preferential treatment in the
contracting process.

As we know, the Federal Government
buys more than $400 billion worth of
contracts each year. We want to make
sure small businesses and particularly
those located in hard-hit areas of our
country have access to those con-
tracting dollars and are able to partici-
pate on an equal footing.

This would create jobs. So I regret
the fact that we are not able to get
support to move this legislation for-
ward because I know the Senator from
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Oregon has tested it on both sides. We
have run it through the hotline. There
are no objections to the language. I
cannot understand why we cannot
move this very important legislation
that absolutely would be central to
creating jobs in the areas that need
them the most throughout the country,
especially when we have such a high
unemployment rate.

This is not a difficult issue to under-
stand. It is very straightforward. The
legislation expedites the timeframe in
which these designations occur for
HUBzones, particularly because
HUBzones are areas that are suffering
most with respect to the downturn of
this economy.

When we have a paltry economic
growth of 1.3 percent, of .4 percent, or
2 percent, when we have an unemploy-
ment rate that is 8.6 percent but we
have had 9 percent or higher for a good
28 months, and over 8 percent for the
last 34 months, we need to do some-
thing about it. This could help small
businesses, and it could help people in
these areas who are currently unem-
ployed. So I would hope there would be
no objections with respect to this ini-
tiative.

I thank the Senator from Oregon for
his leadership on this matter.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr.
thank my colleague.

The third sponsor on this bill is Sen-
ator LANDRIEU, the chair of the Small
Business Committee. I yield to her.

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I ask the in-
dulgence of my colleague. If my col-
league could make the unanimous con-
sent request to which I can respond,
then I can leave.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Banking
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. 1874, the HUBZone
Qualified Census Tract Act of 2011; that
the Senate proceed to its consider-
ation; that the bill be read a third time
and passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
viewing action or debate, and any
statements related to the bill be print-
ed in the RECORD as if read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, there is ob-
jection on our side. I will object. But I
do want to make a point that as a re-
sult of Senator SNOWE and Senator
MERKLEY’s intercession here, our staff
has talked to Senator SHELBY, who
says he will try to work to get it
cleared and to hotline it again on our
side today. So at this time, I cannot
clear it, but there will be an effort to
accomplish that result.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Oregon.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I
thank my colleague from Arizona. We
appreciate his help. We appreciate the
ranking member of the Banking Com-
mittee assisting in this matter.

President, I
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I yield to my colleague.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I
would like to add my voice to the
strong work that has been done by Sen-
ator MERKLEY and Senator SNOWE. As
the chair of the committee that has
some jurisdiction over the HUBZone
Program, I want to urge the Banking
Committee and the staff and offer the
staff of the Small Business Committee
from the majority side to work very
hard today to see if we can get this
cleared. It is very important to the
ranking member of our committee,
who has worked so hard, and to the
Senator from Oregon, who has made
very strong arguments about expe-
diting and streamlining some of these
approvals, so I wish them the best.

We are going to work today to see if
we can get it cleared. It would be the
second really substantial victory in the
Small Business space, having gotten
our SBIR bill through just recently
after 6 years of very acrimonious de-
bate. If we can get this fix to the
HUBZone Program, it would be terrific.

I thank the Senators for their hard
work.

I yield the floor.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I
thank all of my colleagues.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
TRIBUTE TO TIM MASSANELLI

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, as we
close out the year, I want to take
today to honor the work and career of
Tim Massanelli.

Last month, Tim stepped down from
his position as parliamentarian of the
Arkansas House of Representatives, a
place where he has worked since 1973—
39 good years of valuable public serv-
ice.

When Tim first came to work for the
Arkansas House of Representatives,
things were much different than they
are today. My longtime friend Dale
Bumpers was our Governor and Rich-
ard Nixon was President. I was in the
fourth grade.

Upholding the mantra of citizen leg-
islators, the Arkansas House had no
permanent employees and only a small
support system in the Bureau of Legis-
lative Research. With our Nation and
state modernizing, full-time employees
were needed in the house, and Tim was
in the right place at the right time. He
was also exactly the right man for the
job.

Growing up in Pine Bluff, AR, Tim’s
family raised him to be civically en-
gaged and active in his community—
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traits he has since passed on to his
three sons. With a background in small
business and politics and an expertise
in parliamentary procedure, Tim was a
natural fit for the parliamentary posi-
tion. However, he did not start there.
His first session, he worked for the
house soundboard. Tim, through his
hard work and smarts and charismatic
personality, transformed the office and
role of parliamentarian. He took on the
responsibility for making the house op-
erations run as smoothly as possible,
whether the legislature was in or out of
session.

Naturally, the parliamentarian ad-
vises the speaker and all 100 members
of the State’s house about procedural
matters. Tim did a great job of that
over the years, but he became much
more important to the body than that.
During his time of service, 19 speakers
of the house, 7 Governors, and over
1,000 members of the Arkansas House
came to rely on Tim for his knowledge
and skills in navigating the legislative
process.

In years past, the Arkansas General
Assembly was dominated by senior leg-
islators with sometimes decades of ex-
perience each. When Arkansas adopted
term limits in 1992, members could
only serve three terms, so the constant
turnover meant dramatically increased
reliance on Tim’s skills and knowledge.
He established a more rigorous orienta-
tion for each new class of new legisla-
tors that taught them how to be good
and effective representatives. Without
his experience and insight, the Arkan-
sas House and the current members
would not be nearly as strong as they
are today.

On a personal note, let me say this
about Tim Massanelli: I consider him a
friend. When I was a 27-year-old fresh-
man representative, I was determined
to learn the rules, and Tim was my
teacher. You know the old saying that
there is no such thing as a dumb ques-
tion. Well, I put that to the test a few
times. But he was a mentor, a coun-
selor, a father figure, and he just took
care of me. Truthfully, he made him-
self available to anybody who needed
anything. I suspect that same commit-
ment he has to others and to the insti-
tution he loves makes him the best
deacon Our Lady of the Holy Souls
Catholic Church has ever had.

He has helped me in many, many
ways over the years, but I think the
biggest favor he ever did for me was
when he told me that his son Randy
would be a good hire in the attorney
general’s office. We hired a lot of good
people in that office, but everybody
agrees that Randy Massanelli was the
best hire I ever made. He is still the
best hire I ever made. The qualities
that make Randy so valuable to others
were engrained in him by Tim
Massanelli, and I bet Dottie had a little
bit to do with that as well.

Whether it is his sense of humor,
wise counsel, or his skills in parliamen-
tary procedure, I know Tim’s daily
presence will be missed around the Ar-
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kansas State House of Representatives.
I wish him the best in his transition
and thank him for his many years of
service to the State of Arkansas.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

TRIBUTE TO MARY MIDDLETON

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise to pay tribute to a woman who was
a dear friend of mine, now sadly de-
parted, who was deeply committed to
serving her community in northern
Kentucky, and who left everything she
touched a little better off than it was
before she found it. I'm speaking of
Mrs. Mary Middleton of Fort Mitchell,
KY, who tragically died in an accident
on November 22, 2011. She was 83 years
old.

I know northern Kentucky would not
be the same if not for the timeless
dedication of Mary and her family over
more than five decades. A community
leader, philanthropist, lifelong adven-
turer and supporter of public service,
Mary Middleton’s loss is a great loss
for the people of Kenton County and
the entire Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Mary grew up in Wisconsin, although
there’s no doubt that after more than
50 years Kentucky was her home. As a
young woman she was keen on trav-
eling the world. Also a frugal woman,
she attempted to do so on ten dollars a
day. Somewhere in France she ran out
of money and had to telegraph her fa-
ther to send her some more.

Mary also went to work for the
YWCA as a way to travel and have
someone other than her father foot the
bill. On a YWCA assignment in Hawaii,
she met a young Naval officer named
Clyde Middleton. The couple married,
and when Clyde was transferred to Cin-
cinnati by his employer Procter &
Gamble, eventually settled in northern
Kentucky.

“They got off the airplane and saw
all the beautiful trees and said this is
where we want to live,”” says their son,
John Middleton, who is the Kenton
County circuit court clerk. ‘‘And
northern Kentucky is a much better
place because she was here.”

Mary was determined to make her
mark early. In the 1950s, she ran for a
Kentucky State House seat as a Repub-
lican, at a time in Kentucky when it
was impossible to be elected unless you
were a man and a Democrat. Thank-
fully, times have changed on both
counts.

Mary did not succeed in that race,
but she didn’t let that stop her from
having an influence. In 1960, she found-
ed the Kenton County Republican
Women’s Club, an organization that is
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still one of the strongest and most ac-
tive of its type in the State. And Mary
continued to be involved with the club
until her passing.

Mary also played a critical role in
supporting her husband Clyde’s polit-
ical career during his two decades of
public service in the Kentucky legisla-
ture and as Kenton County judge- exec-
utive. And as I already mentioned, her
son John is currently the Kenton Coun-
ty circuit court clerk. Public service
runs in the Middleton family.

So has compassion for those who are
less fortunate. Mary showed that com-
passion in so many ways—through her
volunteer work with the Salvation
Army, the Red Cross, Church Women
United, and her home church of Gloria
Dei Lutheran. Somehow she also found
time to dedicate to the Covington Opti-
mist Club and the Florence Woman’s
Club, as well as the Kenton County Re-
publican Women’s Club she founded.

The day before she died, Mary drove
a cancer patient to treatment at St.
Elizabeth Hospital, something she and
Clyde had done for years. Mary was a
teacher at the McMillan Center Alter-
native School. The Cincinnati Enquirer
honored her in 1981 as a Woman of the
Year.

This Christmas season, as Kentuck-
ians flock to the shopping malls and
stores, they will walk by the familiar
Salvation Army red kettle and hear
the bell. Sadly, one bell ringer who will
be missing is Mary Middleton.

It’s a testament to the effect she had
on others that, within days of her
death, dozens of volunteers in Kenton
County stepped forward to fill the hole
she left behind and ring that bell.

Elaine and I are profoundly saddened
by the loss of Mary Middleton, and our
deepest condolences go to her family:
her husband, Clyde; her sons, John,
David, and Richard; her daughter, Ann
Schmidt; her eight grandchildren, and
many other beloved family members
and friends.

Mr. President, I know my colleagues
here in the U.S. Senate join me in hon-
oring Mrs. Mary Middleton, mourning
her loss, and wishing for comfort for
her family. The Cincinnati Enquirer re-
cently published an article celebrating
Mary’s life. I ask be unanimous con-
sent that it be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Cincinnati Enquirer, Nov. 23, 2011]

NORTHERN KENTUCKY MATRIARCH MARY
MIDDLETON KILLED BY GARBAGE TRUCK

MARY WAS AN ORGANIZER, A LEADER, AND AN
INSPIRATION TO ANYONE WHO MET HER

(By Brenna R. Kelly)

FORT MITCHELL.—NoO one was a stranger to
Mary Middleton. Whether it was the people
donating money as she rang the bell for the
Salvation Army, the cancer patients she
drove to treatment or the new family who
moved onto her street—she cared.

Middleton, who was the first northern Ken-
tucky Republican woman to run for office
and later became a well-known philan-
thropist, was hit and killed by a garbage
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